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ALBER ZA COAL GOMMISsIoON 


EVIDENCE taken at the various Public Sittings of 
‘the Commission. — 

The First Session was held at the Court House, 
Edmonton, Alberts, commencing Tuesday, May Sth, 1925, at 
10 o'clock A.M. 

The membera of the Commission present were: 
Myr, HME. Evans, Chairman, Mr. R. G. Drinnan and Mr. 
B. Wheatley. 

Mrs. HB. Shaver was then sworn by the Chairman 
as Stenographer,. : 


THE CHAIRMAN; It may be well to say just a wrd at the 
opening of our first public session, We have been 
engaged for some months in fathering information 
and through the very willing co-operation of both 
the operators and the men and others cormected 
With the industry, government officials and others, 
we have already collected A great mass of facts and 
& number of suggestions, We are proceeding now 
to examine witnesses, in some cages those who have 
already expressed opinions to us and whom we wish 
to examine further in respect of them but chiefly, 
perhapa, the object. of these he@rings is to give 
anyone an opportunity of bringing forward informa- 

: dion, suggestions, seas which the; have that may 
| be of benefit to the industry. It is quite clesr 
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that we can only Sceomplish anything that we are 
able to accomplish &s 4 commission by this co-oper- 
ation and help of a11 concerned. 

Our first witness will be Mr, John I. Stirling. 


JOHN @,. STIRLING, sworn by the Chairman, 
Examined by the Chairman: 


Q 


2 > 2 b> 


> © > 2 


Your official position, Mir. Stirling? 

Chief Inspector of Mines. 

Ana? 

Chairman of the Workmen's Compensation Board, 

How long have you held the position , rather, what 
has been your connection with the Mines Branch of the 
Province? 

Oh, 1 have been Chief? Inspector for fifteen years and 
have been in connection with the Workmen's Compe nsa- 
tion Board since 1916, 

Since its establishnent? 


Yes, since its inception, 


| Previous to the position as Inspector of Mines, had 


you any connection with the mining ~ industry? 


As @ district inspector for s while. 


Have you ever opersted? 

Yes, I was managor of two mines in Edmonton here for 
a few months before that. 

And before you came here in ~ ? 

Yes, I was mensager in the 014 Country. 

Of mining operations? — 

Yes. | 
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Set of Reports of the Mines Branch 


“Joaned by Mx. Stirling marked EXHIBIT 1. 


Will you please outline briefly to us the history 

of the Mines Branch of the Province, its constitution 
and functions? 

Well, originally - it is not a department, it is one 
of the branches, and it was connected with the Depart- 
ment of Public Works until, oh, I think about 1914; 
then it was 4 branch of the Provigcial Secretary's 
Department, when Mr. Cote was Provincial Secretary,ahd 
for the last eighteen months it has been under the 
Exeoutive Council; it is not connected with any parti- 
cular department. The Premier is Minister for the 
Branch. 

And what does your branch consist of, what staff, 
roughly? 

We have six district inspectors, that is, men located 
in different districts, and three stenographers. 


| What is ita chief? function? 


Inspection of coal mines. 
Under the Provincial legislation? 


_Under the Provincial Governnent, yes, the administra- 


tion of The Mines Act. 

You have been good enough, ur. Stirling, to furnish 

us with the full bound set of the reports of the Mines 
Branch and 1 want to sak some questions with reference 
to the basis on which this information is collested in 
some instances. — 
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Well, these statistics are gathered and compiled from 
reports received from the operators,which used to be 
received once a year ond then it was every three months : 
every quarter; for the last few years we have been 

getting them once a month. We issue at the beginning of 
the year ® book of blank reports; the operators are re~ 
quired to fi11 one of these in each month and return it 
to the Mines Branch. 

I notice by these that the output is classified 4s 

bituminous, sub-bituminous and domestic? 

YaSe 

wild you please tell us the origin of the use of that 
word "@omeatic"’ as applied to 4 grade of coal? and 


what you think about it? 


Well, the word "domestic", it means lignite coal. 
Lignite coals are called domestic. We have thought 
the name lignite was not a very happy one to be used — 
in connection with the coal being shipped out of the 
province and we changed it to the word domestic, just 
purely & local hame. 

How is that working out in practice? 

I think very satisfactorily. 

Any criticisms or ob jections? 

L haven't heard of anys 


Have you got a fixed analysés or anything of that sort 


on which you base the term domestic? 
No, not yet. the university authorities @re working on 


that now. As a matter of fact, wo take all the coal 
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seans on the prairies, the flat seams, 2s domestic; 
then in the foot hills we have the sub-bituminous and 
in the mountains the bituminous coal. 

How long ago wis that change made, do you remember? 
From lignite to domestic? 

Yes« 


Oh, I think about six or seven years ago. 


COMMISSIONER DRINN AN; 


q 
A 


Q 


bo you call sub-bituminous domestic, too? 
No, it goes under the heading of sub-bi tuminous. 
I don't know if I have = - Mu Roper 


I have a copy of thst report. 


THE CHAIRMAN; The figures 8s to the number of men employed at 


the mine, that does not appear actually on this monthly 
report, unless you add them up. Po you add them up, is 
that the way you get the total of Table "B"? 

Yes, In conneation with these reports, we found that 

we got nesrer to the point by adding them up ourselves 
becéuse, as a rule, they had all to be ehecked in any 
ease and that gives the classification of 811 the 
employees. 


dust precisely what number of persons is thaty a 


maximum during the month at any time during the month or - 
No, the reports sontain information as to the average 
number employed during the month, 1 think the most of them 
it can be taken that it is the m=imum employed during 

the month but we give it Slso0 ~ 1 think there is infors- 
tion in there as tthe number employed at the end of 
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the year and the average employment for the year, We 


take the average for the month and the average number 
employed, the Sverage each month thr oughout the year; 

it is aiWided by twelve and then algo give the total 
number employed at the end of the year, which is udualiy 
the maximum number being employed in coal mining for the 
year. 

That is, the yearly ficure is the figure 99 at Jist 
December? 

Well, there is two figures given; there is one given 

as at Slst December, the number employed Sa at dist 
December and then the average number throughout the year. 
And the average number is that monthly figure added 
together and divided by twelve? 

And divided by twelve. 

The production per capita then which you work out would 
be the output of the mine divided by the - 


Average number, yes. 


On page ¢ 

149, 19 it @ 

149 of the 1923 report there are es number of those 
average production figures? A, Yes. 

We found, on examining those, that they showed very 
wide variations from year to year and between - - 
Yes, the only thing significant about it is that 
there is a steady increase from years ago up to now. 
It has been gradually increasing practically except 


there is two years over a thousand tons, 1 notice, in 


1918 - well, 1918 1 think, was one of our biggest years, ; 
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the mines worked steadier. 


Can you think of any way of getting those figures 80 


that they represented A little more closely the mon 
days? Might it not be that, taking the number on the 
pay roll at the end of the month and dividing it into 
the output for that month would not give you 4& true 
result? | 

Oh, it doesn't give you &n accurate result, it doesn't; 


of course, in the statistics covered by the Workmen's 


Compensation Board we get the number of shifts worked 
at each mine, that is the number of men days. 

Oh, that would be much more the figurevthat 1 think we 
should have. 


COMMISSIONER DRINNAN;: Do you tabulate that? 


A 


Q 
A 

THE CHAIRMAN: 
A 


Well, it is only within the last year we have been 
getting that. | 

Have you got that? 

No, I can get it for you, though. 

Have you got it 811 for the year 19247 

We have it 911 except one mine, the Canadian Pacific 
Railway of Lethbridge; we have not got that. See, in 
conneotion with the medical 214 the men are required 
to pay so much a day and we get that information now 
to check that up put 1 think we have it for all the 
mines except one mine and we could get it for that one 
mines 

Ana you have it for the whole of the year 19247 

L ‘think 0, oss | | 

Would it be too muoh ‘work i¢ you could prepare sone 
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- gompilation on that? 


No, I oan get it, yes. 

fhe significance of it is,the coSl industry in other 
places publish very Sccur@te figures of production 
per man per day worked, 

Yea, I know. 

I have before me &n extract from the the American Coal 
Commission's report and here is a table of how the 
productivity per man per day varies with the size of 
the mine. 

Yase | 

And another table as to how it varies by the method of 
mining. 

Yess 

Whether mined by hand, shot from the solid, mined by 
machine, stipped pits, not classified, total - 


Yese 


And it is given for various years. 


Yes. . 
Ana I think information of that kind is very valuable 
and the game information that you get in the English 


reports. 


Of course, we have not got it for the very small mines 
where perhaps just an employer working himself with 4 
son and employing no outsiders. We don't get it for 
that but we have it for @11 the other mines, | 
Well, if you can get ue what you are now speaking of 
from the Workmen's Compensation Board returns Nemaxtar 


to% 





~9- John 7. Stirling 





even for 1924 , an idea of how much coal is being pro- 
@uced in Alberta, We will be in a position to make a 
comparison of that which we then oan ask explanations 
of with the results in other countries. — 

A, Yess I ¢an let you have that tomorrow morning, 

my wea, there Will be no hurry for it. Ferhaps in future 
mine reports you migit be able to work this out? 

A Well, it will be embodied in future reports because it 

: is only this last year we have been doing it. 

Q The time worked is returned here in Table "E" of your 
questionnaire, Coal or other materials drawn on blank 
days during the month’ 

A Well, that is misleading 2 little bit because, for in- 
stance, last year &) number of mines in the Crow's 
Nest Pass were idle and there may be & little coal drawn 
to take care of the boiler supply and we have got to 
take that as coal operated although the mine does not 
work nearly to capacity. 

@ We will resember that in comection with the result of 
these figures, that it may be merely nominal operation. 

A Yes, exactly. 

COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Why do you keep it in that way? Suppose a 
mine that has a normal output of a thousand tons 4 
adsy and they hoist some one day fifty tons for the 
boilers, ao you call that a working day in your report? 

A Yes, that is returned as a working day} I don't see 
very well how we can differentiate between what is a 
working aay as long 48 coal is drawn; of course, the 
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| report aske for days on which coal was drawn. 


Well, it does met mean, then, that it is 4 record of 
operating days, it is just a record of what the 
operator puts in and the number of days on which he 
drew coal? 

Yes. 

As a record, then , it ia not of any value as far as 
the operation of the mine is concerned? 

NOs 

Teble "EF", being the Cospauss it, will be of more 
value in that comection; that is, the number of days 
the mine stood idle through verious causes, the number 
of individual shifts lost through various causes and the 
total loss. What is your definition of 8 mine standing 
idle in that table? 

We don't get that information very completely. 

Well, would you have a converse definition of idleness 
in that cease; as Mr. Drinnan says, a mine of * thousand 
tons capacity that hoisted fifty tons would not be turned 
in as idlet 

Oh, in some cages we couldn't be sure that it was, 

that is the trouble; for instance, two statements there, 
lack of orders and car shortege; some may imagine it is — 
lack of orders - that it is car shortage when it is 
reSlly lack of orders. 

You have returns on another form of the mine timber 
uged during the year? 

DA, Tt only get that in yearly, of course; wo don't get 
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it in monthly. 


You were saying, M's Drinnan, thet we should have & 
compilation of that for each mine? 


Countrssrom DRINMANs 


a 


A 
‘THE CHAIRMAN: 


DO you keep it separate, domestic, sub-bituminous and 


bituminous? 


Yes, I think it ia in the report. 
Yes, it is by fields. 


COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Have you worked it out, the number of feet per 


THE CHAIRMAN: 


A 


tony 

I a not sure whether 1t is - ch, we can do it if it is 
not done. | | 

You don't know whether it ie? 

io, I don't know; I don't remember, realy. 

My. Stirling, could you have your department prepare 
us 3 return of the mine timber used by e&¢h mine in 
1923 and 19247 

Yes, I ean do that. 

You will put in all the information you have on 
mining timber and the size? 

Yes, I will make © Statement of the whole thing, 


COMMISSIONER DRINHAN; Do you get that? 


A 
THE CHAIRMAN: 


Yes. 

And where obtained from? ‘There is a column here, too; 
42 you would keep the whole tabulation. The signifi- 
cance of this is we £o01 that we will have to look into 
the general question of the supply of mine timber, the 
rate at which it is being used, and then some ides as 
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to the reserve of mine timber and - 


Yes, of course, we only have it in by provinces, 


Well, that would be sufficient. So that, if we gould 


have that tabulation for the two years, we could get 
our rates por ton itttterees out ourselves from it 

and work out some idea of the future on that connection. 
Yes, 

I have not looked at your report for this just lately 
but I think you have the number of safety lanps and 
type and that sort of thing tlronghly set out? 

Yes, that ig all laid out in the report. 

The next on the special return is with reference to 
coal cutting machines ~ you have for e!ch mine the 
names nd number of machines, how operated , and the 
total tonnage out? 

YEG 

Could you get us a compilation of those same figures 
for those same two years from each mine? 

Yose 

Your report, Mr. Stirling, gives statistics as to 

the mines opened e&ch year and the mines abandoned and 
the mines reopened? 

Yes. | 

I asked if you would prepare some sort of returns for 
us giving not only the number of mines but whet was 
involved in them, that ia, the capacity they had when 
gbendoned and some idea of the investment that had been 
made in them previous to abandonment. Have you been le 
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mr John %, Stirling 
to make any progress in regard to that? 
Yes, I have prepared 4 statement here; of course, it is 
estimated » under the hesding of the new districts. 
This shows the estimated smoumt of money invested in 
abandoned mines ~ 
Sinee 1995, since the province was formed. 
fo? 
Up to date, 
Since the first of this year? | 
Right up to datep yes, of the mines sbandoned. Tho last 
time we a44 the same thing was in 1919; I think it worked 
out to be ten million dollars; it works out now at 


 €11,892,000 - it is conservative, I think it is fairly - 


in other wards; in round figures,twelve million dollars? 
fwelve million dollars have been invested in mines that 
have been sbendoned, and the estimated yearly production 
at the time of shandomment is given, too. 


Said statement put in and marked EXHIBIT &. 
Whe totel estimated daily production at the time of 
abandonment is 16,074 tons? | 
Yes. | 





faking that at 300 working days a year, the maximum - 
‘Is about five million tons, 


-~a capacity of 4,800,000 tons per antrum? 
Yes. 
What wes your output last year? 


— About 5,200,000 and something. 
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“hte John 7, stirling 


Wathin 25 per cent ~ less then 25 per cent? 


Practically. 


The mines abandoned had a capecity practically equal 
to the output in 1924? 


YOB. 

This table shows the bulk amounts, it doesn't show the 
years in which it took place, Did you compile it by 
ye@ra in waking this up? 

lio, we conplled it dust o 

Would you venture an opinion, offhand, as to the rate at 
which abandonment had taken place year by year, starting 
from 1905 to date, at thich veriod most of this abandon- 
ment took place? | 

No, I think I conld get it worked out by years for you, 
though, and let you know the amount invested in mines 
abandoned each year; I think that could be done. 

As I have s8id already, the last time we did it was in 
1919 for the previous commission that was aitting end it 
worked itself out then at ten million dollers, #o that is 
approximately two million dollars since 1919. 

Well, Mr. Stirling, if 4% 4s not too mech to ask, I think 
I would like that worked out by years so that we may 
know at what rate the mocess has teken place, whether 
abandonment was ot certain stages of the industry or 
whether it is st111 going on in full force. 

Yes, I ean give ‘you that. - 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: To what do you attribute these abandoned mines? 


A 


Oh, I coulan't say definitely; I ‘hte yrovabiy the lack 
of market in most ORBORs : 
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It is 8 colossal “total. 

The bottom of this table is the total Snount of money 
inveated in abandoned mines, that is figured fe the 
previous commission, You have put 8% the bottom 

April 30th, 1919? 

Yes, 29,813,500. 

And on that shown from 1919 to the present there 

has just been 8 further looa of two million? 

Two million dollars, yose 

In six years there has béen two million and in the 
previous fourteen years ten million? 

Yeo. 

So there is & retarding of the process, apperently? 
Well, there is more doing now than there was fourteen 
years ago; of course; ‘there is more mines in operation; 
I ao not know if the percentage will be much less, 

That would make it still more go, more mines now and 
less failures, so the percentage would be still less new? 
Yes, exaatLys 

On page 338 of that report you give general wage 
schedules? 

Yess 

What wages are those? 

{hose are taken from the agreement made between the 
District 18 pacuhe Western Coat Operators’ Association. 
It doea not cover any other organization of miners or 
non-union mines? — | 

No, we get that each yesr from the agroement from the 
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Western Coal Qperators' Association, 

Q And put in as the prevailing wage schedule, it rather 
gives the impression there was no other? 

A Well, yes, of course, 8 few years ago that was really 
the prevailing schedule put it has been different in 
the north sountry now, there is a differential between 
the wages here than what are paid - - ' 

& ‘Be you get any record of wages paid in @n unorganized 
mine? | | 

A No; the Compensation Board gets the total men ond the 
wages paid for eich mine. 

Q But you don't get any record of the wages paid? 

A No, no official record, 

i nicht aeiy Be ce of the points we are finding 

great aiffionlty in getting information on. 


&2 


A Well, of course, we could compile @ statement showing 
the averfige wage paid in each mine, that ia, inclpding 
everyone from trapper boy up to the manager. 
that would not give you the rate of pay? 

It would give you the aversge rated? pay over the whol 
gte?f, taking the totel amount of the psyroll divided 
by the number of shifts worked, of each mines It is not 
compiled any closer than that. 
COMMISSIONER WHRATLEY I think it would be well to have the current 

rates prevalent voth in union and non-union mines, 

‘We haven't that information. 

: Is it possible for your department to get it? 

A I @on'’t know that you could depend on it very well; 
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oh, we could get the informtion but I believe the 
commission could ret it easier. 


THE CHATIQSMAN: We have asied and we find in some cases ~ - we have 


aaked in our questionnaire + 1% suppkenents ay far og 
possible your information and does not duplicate 1% any 
more than we can help ” We have aaked where the rate of pey 
iacnot covered by on apreement with an orponization that 
they give us the details with reference to that but the 
trouble is 80 mony of these are very emi) Mines thr ough- 
out the province which we 414 not sover by questionnaire 
and we thought you might have had some information. 


COU Tes TONER WHEATLEY: Mr. Cheirman, do not the pay roll auditors 


of the Compensation Board have access to all the pay rolls 
of the various mines? 


WITNHSS: A. Yess 


Qe 


Through that means probably that informition would be ayail- 
able ag well as the towel? 


THE CHAIRMAN: Do you have access ~- Do you abinatix audit every mine? 


A 
Q 


rf 2 Ff © 


Yes, they are all audited, 
It would not be difficult to have that teken off, that 
clessification? 


The different classifications of employment, you mean? 


Yeu. 


Oh, it could be done. sansa 
At what time of the year do they make their audit? 


: They teke the whole year ag 8 rule, stert in Jenuary; take 


the city in the winter months and then go out in the 
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country in the summer months. 
Q I think that is © very good suggestion. We might 
discuss it with Mr. Stirling afterwards. 
COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: It might be possible you would get a different 
rate for every mine? 
A It would be pretty near that, 1 imagine you would get 
| that. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLUY; Well, an average - woo" 
A Well, I gan give you now, at least in a day or so, the 
average. pl everyone in the employment. 
THE GHAIRMAN: Well, that would serve one purpose but it does not serve 
the rate of pay purpose. 
A Ma | 
~’S Beosfuse the operation part comes into that statement? 
A Yess 
COMMISS LONER WHEATLEY: It is essential to have it in order to know 





whether these smaller mines are able to operate. 
A A numbor of the mmt& small mines do not employ anyone 
outside of thelx owm families and wo don't get thet 
informations | 
COMMISSIONER DRINHAN; I do not think Mr, Wheatley ia concerned with 
that, a maine of some size with an output thet is being 
put into the competitive market. The loc&l mines juat 
worked by families are for local consumption and do not 
affect the competitive area st all. | 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: For example, in some of the questionnaires it 
waa stated there was: ® unaer rate existed even amoig 


as: rate mens ‘7 understand sumer rete on freight:rates 
ae | ] 
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and & summer rate among workmen's wages is something I 

would like to get next to. 

A Qh, the board's auditors could get it but 1t would be 
quite a job. _ 

Q If we provided a form, picking out certain standard 
Glasses of workmen, not to get the whole varied list 
but - well, the number of occupations, I think a stand- § 

apd could. be set, like miners, laborers, drivers, machine 
men and timber meni 

A Of course, the question of the time they worked would 
eome inte it lergely,too; you take a man earning say $6. 
@ day or earning $30. | week, he may work three days a 
week or he may work sixes 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, but for this purpose, for purpose of comparison, 

z we want to get the rate of poy that is. prevalent per 

} day, or per shift. 

COMMISSIONER DRINS‘*NisThat can only be for day wage mene 

THE CHAIRMAN: Or for contract; wexthe rate of pay per unit. 

COMMISSION®R DRINNAN;: Contract wates vory. 

(Mi. STIRLING; There would not be two alike ani there would not be 

two weeks' pay consecutively alike. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Not & rate per ton? 
A Oh, thst should be easy; there should be no difficulty 
in getting the rete of wage per Gon is paid. 7 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: I want to see ~« with this fluctuation in wages, 
if it is possible to gah: ‘from your department, 1+ would — 
be very nice for us to have. | : 
4 Wem, 3 
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THE CHAIRMAN: 


John 2, Stirling 


We can let that stand over for a moment. I think, 
arising out of this suggestion, we gould prepare 4 
simple fom of questionnaire, not too complicated, 

pick out four or five or six of the classes or classi~ 
ficationsthat more or less govern the bulk of the work- 
men and get the rates filled in where we have not other- 
wise got them. 

Yes, we could do that. 

You think that gould be done? 

Qh, I think so; 1% would take some time but I think 

it could be done. 

Thon this other suggestion of yours, if you could work 
us out the average return per onployse. 

Por 1923 and *24? 

Bor '23 and 'S4, please, yes. They have got the total 
pay roll of the mine and we could check it afterwards. 
Yes, I will get that. 

I may say we are getting ® figure for the game thing 
from returna prepared by the operators and from the men; 
we have asked , in org2nized fields, the men to let us 
have the same information. Yow, if we get it from your 
returns we will heve something to ¢heck the whole thing 
bY 

Yom. | 

What about auplication of returns in the mines between 
the province and the various depertments of the Dominion 
Goverment? | 


Well, I don't think there is much duplication now, Qhere 
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wsed to be considerable but I think it was @bout 1917 
I arranged with them in Ottawa that these monthly re- 
turns - we wed to get 4 return and then the Dominion 
Government required a return, but now the returns come 
to us in duplicate; these books sre provided with three 
copies, two copies and the original; the original is 
unperforated; they take them out 8nd send them to us 
and as we receive them we send one copy on to Ottawa 
ené keep the other heres 
That seems splendid. 
That is working vory satisfactorily. The understanding 
was then that there would not be Asking for any other 
returms from the mines but I do not think the Bureau 
of Statistics asked for any more but some of the other 
derartments do, I believe. 
Perhaps we will hear about that from some of the 
operators; it does not concern us, anyway, what the 
Dominion Government does, 94 we are only ® provincial 
sommission. Wo might comment on it. What help can you 
give us in the matter of suggestions for ascertaining 
the actual consumption of coal ig the various markets? 
fo illustrate what I mean, the Winnipeg market, how ms 

coal is used in Winnipes each year againet Which we can 
compare how much is supplied by \Lberta and how much 
elsewhere? | 
Well, I thought that could be got through the railway 
companies or through the Railway Commission; 1 think 
the Railway companies should be able to give you an 
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John T. Stirling 
exact amount of coal brought in to ~ 
You furnished a certain anount of statisties in your 
reports. ; 
That is information collected from the mines, 9 certain 
amount shipped to Manitoba or Ontario. 
You have some consumption figures, too? 
Well, that is taken, I think, from the federal govern- 
ment reports, 
Just straight? 
dust % copys 
You yourself, have you made any attempt to compile 
those? 
Ho tried it about 19145, we started but we did not get 
very far. The railway companies oppesed the thing , well 
aian't seem to care and thoy did not seem to be able to 
give the information and we dvopped it; I think that is 
the only way it can be got. 
That ia the actual amount of cool carried by the rail- 
ways to certain destinations? 


Yes. 


COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: That is for home consumption? 


A 
i} 


A 


TER CHAIRMAN: | 


No, coal for: public consumption. 

Of course, the 69a} companies GAx give you that, 

Yes, but I understand you want 811 coal, Americ&n coal 
as well 83 Our OWN» 

Yes, the consumtion in the market ‘of every kina of 


COale 


Yese 
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Of course, we have the shipments of Alberts cosl mines 
very well in themselves? 

Yes. | 

But we want the total amount of coal in the Manitobs 
market and how supplie ds 

Yes. Of course, you cannot very well take allo of 
the coal coming through the ports, some of it will go 
west and some east and some to Manitoba, 


The question in my mind wag whether you could tell from 


_ the port of destination whether there would be much trans- 


Shipment which would vary youxy figures? 

No, i don't think 30. 

I don't suppose there would be much ¢co8l brought into 
Me@nitoba and later taken to Saskatchewan? 

No, I don't think so; I think the r@ilway company 

could give the information but there would be a lot of 
work about it, though. 

What Acts in the Provinee of Alberts affect the coal 
mining industry? 

It is & pretty wide question. First of all there is the 
Mines Act and there is the Cosi Sales Agt, which has just 
gone inte effect now,and the Workuen's Compansstion Act 
and the Mine Owners’ Tax hot. I think these are the prin- 
eipal acts. 

the Mines Act in ite present form, subject to minor 
modifications, cane into force how long ago’ 

In Wis. | 
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John fT. Stirling 
Could you tell us briefly the history of the enactment 
of that legislation? 
It came into effect - it was assented to in March, , 
passed the spring session of the Legislature in 19135, it 
came into effect on August lst, 1913, and there were no | 
amendments made in it, I think, until sbout 1918, exeept 
rules and regulations made under it at different times. 
What was the general model for that Act, what was it 
pased on? 
Oh, there was 2 commission of three appointed, one 
representing the Government, one of the employers and 
one labor, end we took aifferent Acts - I think the Act 
most used was the 014 Country Ast, the British Act; 
4% seemed to fit the condition ~- a new Act had gone in 
in 1909, just before that. 
You say it seemed to Pit the conditions 
With certain modifications 1t seemed to fit conditions 
here, 
No doubt we will hear this from others but I have al- 
ready heard the remark that the young industry in 
Alberta was trying to carry on under an Act which had 
been passed to regulate the industry in Great Britain. 
It may be but we have still the same liability to 
secidents here as we have in the industry in Great 
Britain, fo matier how young an industry may beel : 
would not consider ‘the industry very young now, it is gek- 
ting One 
What about the enforcenent, of the Mines Act, thent 
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Well, that is enforced by the staff of inspectors of 

the Mines Branches 

Do you foel you have enough inspectors to enforce it? 

I think so; I ean give you perticulars as to the numbex 
of mines e&ch inspector has, if it is any use to you, 
and the tonnage. 

Yes. 

One inspector in the Crows’ Nest Pass district, he has 
two districts under his charge, he has 22 mines. The 
outprt in L925 unier his eharge was 1,610,100 tons. 

The Lethbridge mon has 112 mines; the output from these . 
was 740,065 tons, The Drumheller inspector has 89 mines; 
the output from these is 1,376,190 in 1923. 

Then there is an inspestor stationed at Camrose; he has 
113 mines with @n output of 528,812 tons. There is an 
inspector stationed in Edmonton; he has 42, mines with 

an output of 1,162,920 tons; and one stationed a% Edson 
has 21 mines with 1,425,846 tons. 


List of Inspectors, etes put in 
and marked EXHIDIT 3S. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: How frequently do they visit the mine? 


A 


— ~ 
— 


The bituminous mines sre all visited once every two 
montha and the other mines, oh, three to four months. 
Is it working out satisfactorily? 

I think so; I think it is. 

fhe amaller mines heve the complaint there is too much 
regulation. How do you feel on that? 
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No doubt. 

I understand it is attributable to the smaller mines 
only. 

The smaller mines are just 88 liable to accidents 4s 
others, that is the trouble, except, a8 & rule, they 
have not the same amount of machinery around them; there 
is not the same danger from that; and the smaller mines 
are O12 in the lignite field; they are not so dangerous. 
Without questioning the desirability of the regulations, 
what is the effeet on the cost of the coal that is pro- 
duced? 

Well, 1t may affeet the cost of coal in one way but by 
reducing the lisbility for aceident and one thing 4nd 
another probably reduces it the other; I do not think is 
makes any difference. 

As gompared with some of the competitive fields, have 
you sny Gpinion as to the state of the mining regula- 
tions compared, for instance, with some of the American 
fielés that are shipping coal into Manitoba? 

No,i have no information about conditions there at all. 
You do not know whether their regulations &re less 
sirigt than ours? 

Oh, they are just Sbout 46 strict; of COUrse, it is a 
question of enforcement; I don't know whether they 4re 
enforced to the same extent. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Is it not a fact, though, My. Stirling, that 


‘their fatal eceidents are considerably higher to tons 
‘than what ours are? 
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Well, I haven't made any comparison just quite recently — 
but I think that used to be the ease at one time; 1 dontt 
know what it is like now. 

From the statistics of the Bureau of Mines in Washington 
I find that the case, 

Yes, well, we have pretty full statistics regarding 
accidents in the reports there; it would be easy to 

make a comparison. 

The Coal Sales Act, you esy, is just coming into foree. 
aid it actually come into force? 

The LOth of last month;there was an ict in effect in 
1923 but it only made provision for making regulations; 
it beeSme ineffective dn March, 1924, and was re-enseted 
at this Last session. 

And eame into effect on the 10th of this month? 

The 10th April; as @ matter of fact, they have not been 
printed and distributed yot; 1 don't suppose it ia much 
in effect yet. 

Briefly, what is the effect of that Act? 

i think I have a copy of it. In the first place it 
requires the operator of every mine to register the name 
of his coal, have a registered name for the coal, and. 


any advertisement. that he puts out for — must carry 


that registered name; he has got to have f registered 
mame of the coal, the name of the post office, district, 
and the mine, the co%l area in which the mine is sit- 
usted and the’size of the coal shipped, has got to be on 


211 shipping bille relating to the coal. That is about 
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the principal feature of the thing; it gives an inspector 
power to examine ~- - 
Is that 4 copy of the Act Ss passed? 
Well, that is the bibl, they haven't got the Act printed 
yet; there ig only one alteration made in there and it 
is marked in there. | 
May I keep this? 
Yee 

Said copy put in and marked EXHIBIT 4. 
That small pamphlet is the original 1925 Act. 





You mention coal areas under that Act; does the Act 
establish the areas or sre they established by regu- 
Lation? | 
No, they are established by the Act. They can be changed 
by regulation by order-in-council. 
Well, these coal sreas 8nd the maps showing them, have 
you it with you? 
Yes, I brought one with me, that is as it is now. 
We heave had some former discussion. I would like to get 
on the record an explanation of the setting up of these 
COSl SreAs. 
Well, Dr. Allan has more - first of 411, we had the 
inspection districts just made geographically, that has 
been in effect for six or seven years, and the Univer~ 
sity authorities - Dr. Allan made these areas; it is 
in order to save confusion between the two we decided 
to Sdopt these. | 
“We can get full angormation explanation from Dr. Allan? 
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Yes, he has that all; you can have that if you like, 
“ have the official map in the office. 
Oh, that is 2 scopy for us? 
Yes. | 
That is fine. 
said map put in and marked BXHIBIT 5. 


The Mine Owners' Tax Act, what is the general provision 
of that? | 

Oh, it requires 6 cents » ton to be paid = the ict 

really requires two per cent. First of all 1 had better 
gay, it is five cents & ton on 411 Goal sold except 

coal that passes through an inch sereen; then it was 
raised to ten cents 2 ton ond then it is changed, amended 
again and made two per cent. on the grosa payroll, but for 
purposes of collecting the tax we have taken five cents 

a ton ae being equivalent to two rer cent. on the gross 
payroll, and the tax collected now is five cents 4 ton. 


I have not got & copy hore of that. 


COMMISSION“SR WHEATLEY: Is that mine run or over 4 g@00a sized sereen? 


A 


THE CHAIRMAN: 


It is any ¢oal that is passed over an inch screen, 4 hole 
an inch in diameter. 

Those two things are only equivalent if coal gold as 
defined costs 2.50 a ton in wages? 


A Yes; well, of course, it is just for purposes of conven- 


jence we have arranged that, that it is five cents a ton 
that is charged irrespective of what two per cent of the 
gross pay roll is; it would vary in different districts. 
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COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: There is another Act, isn'6 there, & tax on 


A 


the land? , 
It didn't go through. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Well, Mr. Stirling, we hope to have assistance from you 


again when we have finished and got back to Edmonton and 


shallleave the Workmen's Compensation ict discussion 


until then bec@use we will no doubt have a good deal of 
comment on it 89 we go alons and we oan take it up with 
you then, dust before you go this morning, looking back 
over the years you have been connected with the industry, 
would you say, broadly speaking, there had been any 
period in which conditions were more satisfactory than 
they are now?. Can you look back to the good 01d days 
of the past, or hag it always been ss at the present? 

I am not saying the present days are not good - but look- 
ing back over the history of it ? 

Exeept for one or two years @uring the wer they have 
been Actually getting worse since the beginning “nd 


£ 
if there is not something done they will get worse evill,, 
that is the impression ; but during some of the War years 
the conditions were Tairly satisfactory; 1916, 1 think, 
if I remember righBay, was & particularly good year, 
Would you like to give your idea ag to what has occas- 
ioned such % gradual getting worse? 

Well, of course, there is the old atery there is too 
many mines in operation, and if a mine gets into trouble 
and closes up there is aiumdx elways somebody ready 

to jump in and start it up again, so that the number of 
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: mines is inereSsing gradually each year and it seems 
the market conditions do not warrant opening wp. 
Q Perhaps when we have you before us again you may give 
us in more detail - - 
A Yess. 
COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: In connection with your memorandum in respect 
to mines abandoned, I notice in the Grow! s Nest District 
five million two hundred and some od4 - how were these 
figures compiled? : 
A Well, they Sre estimated, they are not accurate. Of course, 
you take the mines that have been abandoned there - 
a Well, would you take the capitalization of the mines 
that had been abandoned and add them together? 
A No, we didn't take the capitalization; we took what 
wé thought was asfsirly accurate as we could the amount 
of money that had been put into it. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATIEY: How a4a@ you get your data? 
A Oh, just estimated, just from opivions, really. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Do you know any place where we could look for more 
‘accurate - 
A Oh, no, I don't think it would be possible to get it; 
I @on't think you could get that. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: You could in possibly some of sia} eione 
A I don't kmow whether you could get that information now. 
oh, I suppose ‘you could get it from the North American 
but it is quite a few years since that was done now. 
Q@ hat is, the Bankhead, Beaver and Lovett Collicrics, 
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and mines of the Larger type, that ought to be 

available? | 

But these figures are got up independently from the 
figures in 1910; I think they must be fairly close be- 
cause it compares pretty much with the 1919 figures 

wo Nave. 

Well, thank you very moh for this morning, Mr, Stirling, 
There was 4n amendment made to the Mines Act this session 
in connection with wages, I did not mention that. 1 de 
not Know if 1t will be of much interest.to you. 


Said Amendment put in and marked EXHIBIT 6. 


JOHN ‘6 ALLAN 





Being ¢alled as a witness nd duly sworn, was examined by 


Q 


A- 


Your position, Dr. Allan? 

Professor of Geology st the University of Alberta 

and directing the geological survey work carried on in 

the provinceunder the auspices of the Scientific Industrial 
Research Council of Alberta, 

How long have you held that position? 

I have been Professor of Geology in charge of the Geological 
Department of the University of Alberta since 1912 and 

in charge of the geological survey work since its organ- 
ization; it was organized in 1919. | : 
Previous to 1912, briefly, what was your experience? 

I started geological survey work in. 1906; the winters 

were spent in taking university courses; 1 took four 
winters at Massachusets Institute of Technology in Boston 
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and graduated from MeGill University previous to that. 
You were Kind enough to give us & copy of a pamphiet, 
"Geology of Alberta Coal", a paper which you read at 
the Ammual Meeting of the Canadian Institute of Mining 
and Metallurgy in March of this year, This will be 
Exhibit 7. 

Said Pamphlet put in and marked EXHIBIT 7. 


You have Slso prepared for us summary notes, which will 
be No.8. | 
Said Sunmary put in and marked EXHIBIT 6. 


We will not Sttempt to take you through this whole story 
agein because it is very admirably set dowm and in econ- 
cise form in these documents and will be of very great 


assistance to uspbut I have some questions I would like 


to bring out snd I know the other commissioners have ®19@¢ 


The first thing that struck me were references to the 


irregularity of the coal deposits of Alberta, which you 


gay are due to the circumstances of their formation 
being of fresh water origin, irregular slong the shore 
lines. Would you Mind just telling us in s few words 
what you think occurred in past ages during the periods 
when these coal deposits were being made, just briefly 
the geological history and time of the Loxmmbion of the 
coale wie ® a we ie 

Without going back to the very earliest atages, there 
was 2 time when marine conditions existed through the 


central part of North ‘merioa from the Gulph of Mexico to 
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SHE Aretic Ocean and that particular time that I refer 
t@ is know as the carboniferous. 
@ Extending east and west how far? 

It stepped some place between the eastern side of Alberta ‘ 
and Hudson's Bay, we don't know yet just where the easter: 
poundeary of that particular sea was, that is, in the north 
here, but further south ~ 

Western boundary? 

The western boundary of the upper carboniferous was 

“the Pacific Ocesn; it extended right through to the 
Pacific Ocean. | 

That goes back before the Rockies? 

ghat is before the Rockies wore @ormed. Then during 

that time in eastern North ‘merica there waa luxuriant 
foliage and coal was being formed, so that our eastern 
American coals are carboniferous in age but we have 

no carboniferous coal in Alberta or in Western Canada; 

the coals are much younger age. Then at the close of the 
earboniferous the Rockies were folded by pressure from 
the west and the mountains were originated and os time 

went on that sea shallowed, became narrowed down as the 
‘peological ages passed and a6 the waters became shallow 
there were broad swamps and marshes along the shores of 
those seas and it was 8long those shore lines ond 

in around the inland bodies of water on the low lands 
that vegetation fkourished and that vegetation ultimately 

> gave rise to the coals. | oa 
Q@ > As compared with other coal occurrences throughout the 
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world, sre you prepared to characterize the Alberta deposits 

as. to regularity, uniformity of occurrence, over & consider~ 
able aren’ : 
The Alberta coals are cretaceous in are and we must distinguish 
cretacesous coals from carbonfierous coals mut when we sre 
discussing coals. In the main carboniferous coals are more 
regular and cretaceous coals in the main ere less regular. 
That is partly due to the fact that those coals are made 

of different kinds of plant m8terial, Many of the carbon- 
4ferous coals are made up of large trees whereas our ecre- 
taccous coals are made up very largely of small trees, 
small types of vegetation, and they were growing long the 
shore lines whore conditions were changing very rapidly end 
on that aceount the amount of vegetable material that has 
Wien sraree place to place , 30 we find coal seang 
varying from place to place; 3 distance of a few miles in 

a certain direction in Alberts here will probably take you 
out of 8 workabje seam into an area where there is no coal 
at alle 

That is a very, very important fact, ‘ 
We have proven that in many cases in our provincial geclorieal 
survey worke . | 

While we are attending achool in geology, it is most inter- 
esting; take us © little farther,then, ©t0 where the differ- 
ential df the coals arose, the different grades, 

Well, in the first place it is necessary to give you 4 defin-~ 
ition of what coal is, and my definition would be that coal 


_d4neludes combustible material, combustible substances that 
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have resulted from decomposition of once living vegetable 
organisms. Now,those vegetable organiams are now in the 
fossil state and they are distributed in different geological 
horizons and different geological periods, since that vegetable 
material veries in composition, some places it is plent spore, 
some places leaves, some branches, other places bark and 4 
mixture of the two, and the percentage of carbon differs in 
the different parts of the tree, then the resulting material 
from those different kinds of vegetable substances will vary 
in composition and on top of that the vegetable substances 

are not all at the game stage of maturity; they are not all 
equally matured; and for that reason one lens in 4 cod seam 
will contain material thet is more matured than the vegetable 
material in another part of the seme seam and, besides that, 
we have to deal with the foreign material that hes been agsoc- 
fated with the growing planta; if it happened to be & swamp 
along the shore line, that was, we will say, sandy, the wind 
would blow the aand, just as it is doing to-day - the con- 
ditions of the past were no different than those to-day - the 
wind would blew the sand from the shore over theto plant 
growth and that would represent impurities in that deposit 

and those impurities are what we cali aph, and if they are 
very numerous they form bone. There is no sharp line oar be 
drawn between material that is coal and material thet is not 
coal; 1t is not possible to draw 2 sharp line between those 
two substances. You grade from coal into material that is 
not coal and we see both classes of material in coal seems 

in Alberta here,” 
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Well, the different reolorical horizong &t which the coal 
occurs results in different gredes of coal? 

Yea, there are three distinct reolopicel horizons. First af 
all, might I just show you one chart here, before we leave this 
point, thet sort of illustrates in e diapremmtic way the ver is~ 
tions os we find them in coal seams, Here is a diagramatic 
shore line which shows the areas of veretation of different 
types along that shore Lines Stre@mus are coming in carrying 
down sediments and depositing the different material. Here is 
& section where there is no vegetation. Allow that to go on for 
& conal derable time and here is what we fina; here we find the 
coals fairly uniform, not very mich foreign material in then, 
and then over here there fa @n aren that is void of coal, 

no coal in here at all, never was o@l there (indicating), 
eathouph there has been cobl on dither side of it. The 

casual observer pocs into a field; he finds oul there and here 
end he assules there igs coal sil through. It is up to 

the reclorist to trace out the extent of the coely in the fid 4a 
It is the first problem laid before a reological survey 

tO trace out the bound@ries of the coal field. suppose this 

is a field ~ we find an entirely different stete of affairs. 

It is very Hmch more varied » & preater number of lenses of 
foreien material, and cane right out here to thevtips we find 
lews coal in that game period ( field?). This 1g ideal but 
this caj-be almost duplica ted right here in Alberta, end that 
is what we are trying to find ont in the peolorical survey werk, 
to trace out these coal fields and the extent of the coal 
seams, and we know that because a 
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goal seam is mined at Lethbridge that that same seam does 
not extend 811 the way up to Coslepur, that the coal seam 
will vary and dis@ppear in possibly a few yards. 
Ags to the various coal horizons you were telling us Sboutt. 
There see three distinet coal horizons in Alberta of 2 ereta~ 
ceous age; the Lowest one is called the Kootenay, the lower 
eretaceous, Then the two younger coal horizons are known as t 
the Belly River, or Seunders, and at the top the Edmonton. 
It has been necessary for us in our provinelal survey work 
to use the word Sauiders formation. We were working in the 
foothills and we find | series of rocks there that are not - 
they are the same general ase as what is known 49 the Belly 
River elsewhere but they are not the same; they include a 
great deal more than the Belly River in Southern Alberta ; 
so for that reason we have used the name Sauniers to include 
coal horizons that sare second in age, those younger than the 
Kootensy; then the youngest cosl horison of importance in 
Alberta is known as the Edmonton, Of course, we have younger 
aocumulations of vegetable material belonging to the tertiary 
but those have hardly reached the stage of coal and we are 
not inteyested in them. 
Then, these coolf areas Mr, Stirling referred to, if you 
will @eseribe those, we will be very much phliged. 
Ther? are~three distinet coal horizons and the lowest is 
the Kootenay. The Kootenay rocks come to the surface in the 
front ranges of the mountains end then, as we travel eastward 
into the foothills, the Kaotensys disappear under the younger 


‘rocks. I might say between the Kootenay and the next coal 
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horizon, the Saunders or Belly River, there is 8 series of 
marine beds known a8 the Colorado. Those are marine shales; 
the marine rocks show there between the times, no coal in the 
Colord@o. Then continuing eastward the Kootenay disappears, 
We do not find Kootensy rocka exposed on the east. We Pind 
the rocks 8t the top of the Kootenay coming out away out in 
Manitoba and we generally supposed the Kootenay diseppeared 
within 4 short distance in central Alberta. There has. been 
some new evidence brought to light within the past few weeks 
in the érilling at Wainwright. At Wainwright they passed 
through what they claim to be a nine~-foot seam of cod and 
that coal is older then Colorado so 14 is undoubtedly Zoot- 
enay in age. 
What quality of coal? 
We have not been able to find out yet. The samples are being 
set to Ottawa, We are hoping to get samples here for Snalysis 
but they are boxed up and on the way Ottawa, 
What depth was that? 
About 2220 feet, something like that. But that is of no 
importance from the coal point of view except to emphasise 
the distribution of the Kootenay because there have been 
other wells put down. thet is, the geologist is not trying 
to outline & larger coel field, by any means, but there 
have been other wells put down south of Wainwri ght/ ti tile 
carboniferons, Devonian rocks, 8nd no coal has been found, 
‘go that this is just # emall srea of coal. But in general 
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we will say the Kootenay coals sre found in the front range : 
of the mountaing ané the mines in the mountains are working 
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Kootenay coal and east of that comes the younger fresh water and 
brackish wager formation, that is a shore formation or @ forma~ 
tion on the land known 5 the Belly River or the Saunders. There 
is coal in there again, that is also deep dow towards Central 
Alberta, but we find it coming up on the cast side 4 ein, and in ‘ 
Southern Alberta we find those Belly Eiver rocks formation extending 
all the way scross the province, S11 the way long the Milx River. 
Then, a8 we come North we find them @keng,lying on the top of the | 
Belly River, 8 cigar shape, with the tip of the cigar at tho south. 
So that the Edmonton formation narrows to the south 8nd widens 
to the north and the Belly River outcrops on both sides of the 
Ramonten in the south, ao that, a9 % result of that Knowledge, the 
time seemed to have come when we should divide up the province in 
gome way into divisions that would be based on these geological ) 
facts because we must always bear in mind that we are dealing with 
three distinet @031 horizons and the coal in those horizons are 
of entirely different ages, of quite different sges, and in some 
cages made up of different kinds of materisl, so that the queLity 
of the coal in the different horizons would naturally Vary. that is, 
aside from the maturity. The Kootenay are much more/stéer than 
the Belly River and the Belly River more than the Fémonton &né 
there ig the other factor thet the further we get from the mountains 


maturity 1 
it is younger, less mature, becouse the maturing has been brought 


on not by yoars bet by years plus pressure, so that the Selly stv 
coals exposed in the foothills are of @ aifzerent grade from the 
Belly River coals of the same horizon exposed in the Kastern part 
of Alberta beceuse the mountain pressure has not affected the 
latter to the same extont and that is a very important fact, thet 
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the composition of coal varies not only with depth put also with 
the distance from the mountains. So I took all the chemical 
information that was available on lr. Stan field's files on 
the Scientific Industrial Research Council of Alberta and we 
were also able to get chemical information from Ottawa and 
that, together with what geological information has been ob- 
tained by federal and provincial authorities to date and also 
in possession of mines in operation today and the possession of 
those not in operation, the result is as you see it~ the Koot- 
enay coal areas -- wo have adopted the name "coal area” because 
it is the most suitable terg. Area is the most suitable tern; 
a field implies something very different, based on something © 
very different; a district 1s another thing; so we have used the 
word "area" and we have tried to include in each of these areas 
coal that is of the saue general character. ow, it is not the 
same throughout out the same general character and that is, as 
I say, based on the chemical anelysés that have been made to 
date as well as the coologists! observations in the fleld, and, 
of course, those observations are confined only to certain parte 
ofvthe country. . 
Q Naturally in an area,at the margin the coal would shade into — 
the next? | vi ye | 
A Oh, yes, these areas have been bounded by straight lines, 7 
according to. the point ef the compass, north, south, east, west. ? 
Now, gedlogicaly formations were not laid down according to | 
township and ranges and we have not the geological infoma- 
tion to divide up our coal areas according to coal ficlds. At 



























ata A. Abie 


vats ort ‘aye teat “eee vila fon gata Looe te ee tH i 
- Ret nati ait fe apes: { ot sardhoined ald aoe a 


ph elt? pth toey ade we 26 eitakcerwn’ watt Set seo tat 
wy he ai" eandt & A te bescriod Lwthe ae La haeatbod 

| | i ern coger ohio tet  Dedbeois Pog ee: atta wots « 
Se ood aie one Ronen ante Let ndswdoa? shat inte oarte ei , 
aia Eyre a obit or, aa ecQcitisa Lad Ger pesto bob Eset wn @ 
ot emtaneaedy 0 ald farts ‘end sod) HOG eek ‘eta to” 
noes ‘ond “ie? ¢ eit Ov We ak si San sd 1 Sith. eee oh ton 
ansapes iganes face” ‘nities auld Hedeie whe Gi” eerie one: 





pee alcubtve “Seon ond wt Bet, — aghet a ttn therm eaom. oe 
| | pelbsktoces mo i neaeaiahag ifs ey el pe nortan Bb 
eda Gos re val oN oe: ine vit ‘eanie wna eh Sees a soeonen te 
ssene ‘eab ct 6 » tone | Ha etulout of Boar > evr ow ote 
sas Hox at at wer wsesourenity Laas a te a ona 


t 


an aunt? alt ae aabncaio £ meric ordeal thant 


ah ibaa eae ‘eta i wit rvewnoauo ne —— aid al » tonne 





» » Drs Te As Allan 
» some future date we hope to have that information so that 
tiese areas would not be bounded by right angles but there — 
would be irregular areas that would define the coal field, 
Q Broadly speaking, Dr. Allan, in each of these three horizons 
how many ¢oal seams ocewr® I think you have that in this 
summary? 
A Well, it is only possible to answer that for certain area 
that have been examined geologically because coal seams in one 
avea do not extend necessarily into ancther area . We have, 
however, complete information on the Edmonton formation along 
the Red Deer Valley from Drumheller to Ardley, We know the 
number of seams and we know the mines that are working on each 
sean, ‘The total thickness of the Edmonton formation on the 
Red Deer Valley, I have given it in that paper, 1124 feet, I 
think, md there are 14 coal seams. In those mircine is being 
Carried on on lhmbers 1,2,5,7,11,12,15 ani 14, ining is 
going on in these seams, We have noted in all the coal seans 
for the purpose of correlation and we have carried our correla- 
tion right through from DrumbieLler to Ardley , so for that dis- 
trict we have definite information on which we ean work out the 
exact. nuwiber of seams in that district. 
Q Ina similar way on the Belly River or Sauulors? 
A Well, we found a most startling state of affairs and one of © me 








very great importance, ene that can be borne in mind when we 3 
_ ere trying to cet an idea of the quantity of coal in the province 
fin the foothills, in our provincial organisation we have - nay 
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with any detail in Alberta. The green represents federal, the. 
pink that covered by our provincial geological survey, In the 
foethilis we have obtained some very exc elient information on 
the Belly River or Saunders coal. 

Just a second, of the coal area roughly what percentage has 

been exmcined geologically, as shorn by thatmap? 

Oh, I would say off-hand, oh, not more than 15 per cent. ot 

20 per cent, Of course, the class of survey made in all those 

ereas is not the same throughout; in some cases it is reconnais~ 

sance and some cases it is detalii. I am speaking now of the 

Saunders coal area in the vicinity of Saunders Greek We found 

a series of rocks that ere represented by the section on the left 
and given on thet map and Colorada rocks at the base, per Eee 

so there is no coal there, and then ® series of brackish/ fresh- 
water beds with & thi cknegs of approximately about ten thousand 
feet and towards the centre of thet coal horizon & series of 
beds abont 250 feet in thickness that contain the seams that 
are worked on saunders Creek, Alexo,Harlech, snd all the other 
mines there but all the coal comes within 250 feet;below that 
eoal there is @ series of about 5700 feet of barren beds 
although they are formed under the same conditions under which» 
the sediments associated with the coal horizon are formed. 

Tow, a5 we we de thot gurvey towards the northwest, towards 

: Coalepur, Seross the Brezean River and up to Coalspur, we find 
in the same serigs of rocks not one coe] horizon but five coal ‘ 
horizons, We have outlined to date; four ofthose are not rep- _ 
resented at seun der Creek at ell; new coal seams have mm in, 
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new coal horizons, These are shown on this second column; 

the first, the lowest, is not iwportant , down near the base. 
Then the second, third, fourth and fifth, there is only one 

of those copl horiszons,as far as we have been able to determine 
to date,corresponds to the coal horizon at saunders, that is 
Nowt. I have had operators in the Cozlspur area say to we they 
were working on the particular saunders seam. Our geological 
survey has shown them they are not on the Stunders seam eat all 
and the seam is not releted to the seunders seam et all; they 
are about £2000 feet below the seunders seam, Then we endeavor- 
ed to trace these coal seans, for ingtence, across the strike, 
that is, away frou the shore line, from the east to west, or 
north-east south-west, and we find that in that direction the 
coal aisappear s too, that 4g the ewamp conditions only extend- 
ed a short distance from tha. other line; so I have endeavored 
to show that on this other section the thin ing out of the coel 
horizons towards the west in thet northern area, fie now heve 
8s 8 result of last pune work (inforumtion) on 15,000 to 
18,000 feet of fresh, brackish-water beds and the coal is distrib. 
uted throughout those. We call them saunders at the present 
time; they probably include both saunders and Kdmon ton. Bat here 
is the point, that we have in the L Lethbri dre country the Belly 
River defined at the botton by war ine series, at the top by a 
mar ieee: series , the Belly Raver reprosented by about 1200 feet 
of beds, I don't rewomber Just whet it is; when we started works 
ing on the Belly River in tho vaunder & Creek ar ee. instead of 
1200 foot we have 12,000 feat of beds in the same general age, 
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because sedimentation and decomposition Weegoing om much more 
rapidly in that erea than the other so thet shows distinctly 
it is not possible for us to say there is coal under & pertieu. 
lar areaj;unless we have definite evidence from drilling or from 
exposures, we Gan only @sesume that. ) 

Dr. Allen, we have asked you to use this general knowledge in 
a practical wey towards an ex time te of the coal reserves in 

the province. One of the miin objects of our appointment was 
to report on the cool resources in the Province of Alberta and 
in this memorandum which you have given us, Exhibit 9, you 
have, under the aifforent kinds of cofl, Bituminous, sub-bit- 
uminous ond Alberta Lignite, and by are@s indicated for us 
your approxinete estimte of the area within each of those 
coal areas that might for this purpose be taken to be under. 
lein by coal, giving, therefore, & total aren in wach of 

each kind of coal and 6 gross totel for the whole mwovince 

and then you have added, at our request, you estiuate of 


the tonnage contained in these reserves, Now, your paper 


taking seams eee 2ifeet in thickness and within one 
thousand feet of the surface, the &vailable coal in the 
Kootenay you have added up to 35 feet and in the seunders 

to 15 feet and the Kamonton to 20 feet, and working those 
out to a total you give us twenty-nine billion tong of 
bituminous coal, thirteen pillion tons of sub-bi tuminous 
and twenty billion tons of lignite, a total of sixtyetwo 
billion tons and, assuming 50 per cent. recoverable, thirty 
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one (31) billion tons recoverable. ow, that estimate pre- 
pared for us is, of course, on on entirely different basis 
than the commonly quoted coal roserves of Alberta from the 
"Coal Resources of the World” where Alberta is credited with 
1,072 billion metric tons or 14 per cent. «f the world's 
totel; in other words, you are cutting 1,072 billions, for 
wactical purposes, down to 31 billions, that is 1/30th of 
the estimate. Now, will you. please explain what you know of 
the basis on which this was prepared, as to depths and 
thicknesses and say anything else you like to say ebout the 
comperison between the two estinates. 

Well, the lerger figure that you quote there has been pro- 
pared by Dr. Dowling in compiling the coal resources of the 
world for the International Geological Compress in 1913. That 
publication tekes in the coal resources of every country. 
Now, the term "resource" there really refers to the deposit of 
eoal, it is only an estimation; the figure given is very, very 
approximate but it includes in the "Coal Resources of the 
World" + the figure includes or iu supposed to inelude, a11 
the coal there is in the ground. There sre two groups, Group 
"A" takes in seams over one foot in thickness to a depth of 
4000 feet; and Group 2 takes in seams over two feet in 
thickness between depths 4000 and 6000 fect, Those figures 
given for Canada and for Alberta are on the some basia es 

the figures given for all other countries and thet figure 
shovld not be taken to represent the &aount of coal avail- 
able for minigg purposes; it represents the coal deposits — 
and, furthermore, it represents coal that might be mined 
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Dre Je Ay Allan 


many, Many years from the present time; it might even be 
reolorical periods. (the depen) 
In place of it you have limited yours /. to 1000 feet? 

Yes, And in the estimation I have prepared for you I taken 
into consideration the information that has been obtained 
from mining gperations to date, from drilling operations 

of one kind and another to prove up the existence of the coal, 


from @11 geological data that was available in Ottawa and 


from the federal survey and reports and through veriops other 


reports, in some cases private reports and aleo the informa- 
tion that we have been able to obtein here. I heave sesumed 
1000 feet as the greatest depth; that might be cut to 6500 feet; 
it is only en estimate but I have endeavored to give you os 
near && possible the figure based on actnel reaults that have 
been obtained by geological survey organizations to date. 

Can you say or would you care to sey what you would do to 

this estimte if you adopted the same conditions on whieh ‘a % 
W&s made, extending your depths to 6000 feet? 

I would not do it; I would not endeavor to do it because it 
would be the wildest kind of & guess; we have not the geolog~ 
ical information to make any such estimate at thecpresent time. 
lay we ask the question in another way « this is based on an 
area in Alberte underlain by coal, 56, 375 gquare miles - 

Well, that srea represents the extent of the three coal horizons 
as they were known Bbout 1912 when this estimate way mode, 

the extent of the coel horizons not the extent of the coe1 
seams, Now, since that time we have obtained auch information 


regarding the coal seams and this illustration that I have 
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Dr. J. A. Allan 


given you of conditions differing between Coslspur and seunders 
has proven that because 8 cosl formation is there it does 

not wean there is coal throughout the whole of that extent. 

I see the total area with which you deal in mnree this esti- 
me te is only 2488 square miles? 

Yoo, it; I heve tried to give you here the mileage or the 
acreage that we cah say with com iderable certainty is undor- 
lain by coal seams over two feet in thickness. 

I should mention that you have noted on here that yon have 
not included the smoky River area in this estimate eat all, a 
place where there clearly is coal. 

I might say I have wade out an actusl and probable reserve 
ineludong the Smoky River area and including districts that, 
well, we think there is coal there but we are not very sure 


of it , and that takes in just about 12,000 square miles, 


- Have you got the tonnage of it? 


No, I haven't worked that out at ell because I think sereare 
is about as far as you can go in an estimate like that, I 
think all we can say, from the geological point of biew, 

we S&re fairly certain that there is 720 square miles underlain 
by Kootenay coals, 828 by sub-bituminous and 940 by lignite | 
coals. | 

Those totals are totals of equare miles for each coal area 
as now defined, Could you extend tonnage opposite each coal 
erea? Would you undertake to approximate that? 

It could be done; it could be dogfe very simply. 

Of course, it would be an absolutely erithmetical problem, 


a you took ‘the ‘nouiber of evaileble coel feet multiplied by 
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i Dr. Je Ae Allen 


your average? 
A Certainly, 
apply 
Q But I didn't know whether you would feel free to rEg An 
average. } | 
A Well, I have taken the sverage for the Kootenay at 35 feet; 
we know in some cases it is up over 150 feot, 


&u3 


Could you differentiate between coal areas of the Kootenay 
for our purposes now and take the ewes in Brule, Mountain 
Park, Nordeggr and so on? 
A I don't think it would be very feir to do that; we could do 
it @11 right for the districts where the mines are actually 
loceted and the seamy sre exposed there, © certain amount of 
co8l exposed in those particular seams, or where there are 
out crops along the valley, where we have the information, 
but to carry it beyond that it would not wean anything st ali. 
COMMIGSIONER IR INNAN;: a 
® In estimating the amount of coal in the Crows Nest Area did 
you use 35 there as your basis? 
A I took 35 there as the basis for the whole of the Kootenay 
because it veries from one district to another, the thick- 
ness of coal, but in order to get the results, the inforssapion — 
that we should have on these various coal areag and on the 
thickness of the BOB it would represent at least a year's 
work ingtead of a few days' work; we are just starting on it 
THE OHATRUAN: 
Q If it would bine been eat all possible we woul d like to have 
subdivided these total estiuntes; we are subdividing the province 
for our purposes, into groups of these coal ereas, Which we call ) 
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Dre Js As Allen 


are including 
divisions, Within a division we/tnehade 4 certain nuuber 


of coal areas where the essential problems are the sane, 
transportation, mining conditions, shipping conditions, mmr 
ket, and we hoped in our report to be able to deal sep- 
arately with each of these divisions, and we would Like to 
stert our discusations on each of those divisions by say- 

ing + qualifying it, of course, Os to the difficulties of 
making it - saying thet within this division the coal re- 
werves are estimated at so much and the setuel coal extrac- 
tion to date has been so much, present producing capacity 

is so much, and so om and so forth. If we grave you the 
groups of those areas ingbead of individuel areas would you, 
perhaps, venture on ean approximation; také the eactual case — 
of the Crows' Newt, Mr. Drinnan hag mentioned; we are inelud- 
ing in our Division No. 1 Crows Nesat,?Pincher and Old Man, 
those three ereag down in tho south west corner. 

Well, of course, that is - part of that is bituminous and 
part sub-bituminous. For instance, in the Crowg Newt 

ares we have information on the thickness of coal that ie _ 
being mined in those various mines but if that thickness 
were applied to the whole of the acreage given here it would 
give you possibly ~ it would mot be exactly fair to the par- 
ticular pert that is being worked today because we know 
there are stretches there that are not @s val#able as those 
that are being worked today. 

ell, Doctor, I think we will ask you to do that if you can. 
It could be done. ) ) 

We wi}i give you & list as grouped into our divisions to 
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see if you feel free to subdivide this estimate which you 
have prepared for us. Inet before we leave that other 
point, this 2488 aquere siles, you would, under the heading 
of mobable coal extend to 12,000 square miles? 

A Extenda to approximately 12,000, 

COMM Iss TOUR IR INNAN; 

Q And the totel that you gct in tons, Doctor, for the 
bi tui nous erea, have you any data - have you made any 
caleulotions as to what the actual production from that 
area would bef Your figure, of course, is & theoretical 
figure? 

A Yen; in obtaining that ficure I have siuply taken the 
specific gravity tests that have been carried on in Mr. . 
stensfiocla's department on the various cofle; the bitumin- 
ous is about 1.4 and the lignites 1.3, in working it out on 
thet beats gives ® certain tonnage and I have cut it = 

THs CHAIRMAN: He has cut it sctuwally in half for recovers | 62 billion, 
for recovery 31 billion. 

& TI have given @ Very, very conservative ‘shinate, I “doubt 
if anyone would wish to cut it Se low as that. 

Q In en artiole that was called to our attention a great deal 
was made of the fact that the bulk of the coal in Alberta 
wag of & lower grade than the dulk of the coals in the 
other countries in which the comp6ricon wes made, They 
were criticising these figures, where Alberte is credited 


with l4gper cent. of the eae Goal and the 
statement is made, without going into actual figures, 
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Dre J» Ae Allan 

that 14 per cent., if it were so, is of tee inferior coal 
as compared with the conls of other countries taken into 
comparison with, say, the carboniferoug cosls of other 
countries, Generally speaking, is that sweepingly so, 

or are there othed countries having the inferior coals to 
the game extent as we have? 

A Yes, in. proportion to their higher grade cosis there are 
other econntries with much lower grade coals than we heve 
here. 

Q  .Such as? . 

A Well, Germany, for exemple, there is one; Japen has probably 
large coal areas of very low grade; Chins hag not &s lerge e8 
proportion low gerade because China's coals are lergely car- 
ponfferous but there are some quite low grade lignites coals 
in China; south America, of course, without going inte the 
various countries,there ace coals in south America much 
lower than the coals here, for instance, Peruvian lignites 
are lower grade - Peru or Brazil, I em not sure which of thou 
countries, but there are lerre areas of lignite coal of & 
lower grade than those here;but it must be borne in mind 
that 4n Alberte, more was kntwn about the surface mt geology © 
in Alberta than in many of the other countries, for instance, 
China, or south America or parts of Austrelis, there was more 
known ebout the surface reology end then, in making up an 
estimate of the resources they uged the same basis os was 
used in other coantries, that is, Group A and 1 and 2, end | 
since the coal horizons have o very Wide distribution in of 
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DE» de A, Allon 


Alberta . the fipure is very, very high: I think that 
perticuler figure gives a very wrone impression on the 
quantity and the quality of the coal in this province. 

I think that is quite obvious. How, as fer ag I an 
concerned, thet elucidates these valuable papers Dr. Allan 
has prepared for us, You would be quite willing to 
appear again when we get back to Edmonton if enything 
occurs? 


Very glad. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: The thought oecurred to me, do prospective 


be 


companies ask your advice before opening up mines? 
No, they d0 not - ag povinciel geolori sts? 

Yes, , 

They do not, in fact, I think thet is possibly one 


 fiisteke that has been mode in the mat. Mines have been | 


opened up without considering the peolorical features. 

It ocourred to me that much of these abandoned mines 
could be attributable to some fault of that kind? 

Yes, it is quite ripht; it is quite easy for the reologist 
to place his finger on the difficulty where there ave 


~~ gome mines abandoned today in sone districts, thet of - 


couse does not apply entirely to Alberta. 

It is quite evident here, 

That emphasizes the need of a gencral geological survey 

in advance of general development of coal or any other min- 
eral resource, because the geologichl survey donls not 


only in outlining the distribution of coal but it works 
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Dr, Js ds Allan 
out in the sequence of rocks ond in working out the 
seological structure and thet prinery and then quality 
and quantity come afterwards, with the chemist for quality 
and the mining engineer for quantity. 
I was quite glad to hear you make that statement - if 
you could, as a matter of fect, make some statewent that 
would give more precaution - ~~~ | i a 
My opinion is this, that no coal mine should be opened 
until the Governuent hes meade & geolorical survey of 
that particvlar srea to find out whether or not there is 


coal in that sree, 


THe CHAIRMAN: You mean @ survey made by the Government for the 





ypertionlar purpose of thet development? 

Eo, not for that « The Governuent should see that that 
4nformation is eveailable before the mine is opened up, 

What ay ainda was running to, wes the reg@onsgibility that 

the Government would perhaps take if they did that; if 

they insisted on @ geological survey before opening then 

eng then, as & government, mde a geolorical report 
favorable to the opening qnd afterwer de something happened 
to the geological information that had been the best avail- 
eble at the moment - 

Well, the geological inforuation would not be of © charactor -- 
The geological report should not take into consideration the 
quantity of coal available and 011 facts like that but the 
place of the geological survey is to find out if the sequence 
of rocks is such thet coal can be expected under that area, 


basing, of course, the results on outcrops observed and, 
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De. de ds Allan 
furthermore, is the structure such that great difficulties 
will be encountered in mining in that particular part of 
the country. 


é2 


In other words, the report would be negative in its effect 
rather than positive? There would be cases where yon say, 
this will not sueceed, but you would never undertake to say 
this will eucceod? 
A Wo, no, not at all, 
The first object of any survey is to outline the areas 
where there is no mineral, coal or any other minerel, } 
COMATSS IONUR WAMATILEY: It has oceurred to me that the glowing reports 
rom gedlogists end others have attracted capite] here which 
it would have been better if they had not come, if they had — 
been better informed os to whet the properties consisted off 
A Mo doubt they would not have specujated their money in it. 
of course, you are getting into the definition of & geol- 
ogist because there have been reporte wade by people who 
 @laimed to be geologists that have done a great deal of 
damage to this province and if steps were taken to pre- 
vent the use of such reports it would be a very good thing 
but the real geologist has had to suffer, ke has been | 
blamed for the work that has been cerried on by men who 
had no authority to call theaelves reclogists and I have 
not yet seen a report made by © geologist in this province 
that ig over-optimietic but I have © greet uiny reports of 
so-called geologists on my files now dealing with various | 
minerals in this province that heve dpne a great deal of 
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THE CHAIRMAN: 


BG | : 
harm in preventing capital from coming into thig province. 
They have done harm aa & result of their falwe reports? 
False reports, yes. 

Ana the investments that have been meade < 

In gome cases investments have been made and the materiel 
was not there, | 

t wee & great need for some authoritative source to draw on 
in these kind of recomuendations; do you not, sir? 

Yeu, Ihave, Of course, the work that the yovincial govern- 
ment 4s carrying out now ig right in that line. We are 
emphasizing Goal beeauge the province does not control its 
resources; ith®g 2 little control over the coal ani we ere 
giving the most eftention to the coal horisins and outlining 
the relation of these coel horizons to the other formations. 
I would like to just nention here thet, in our provincial 
gurvey Work, we are paying yarticuler attention to the 
younger formations, thet is, the coais in the Bdmonton form- 
tion and the Belly River, I have been able to arrange & ¢Co~ 
operative scheme with the Dominion Geological survey whereby 
the foderel survey will Look after the geological surveys 
of the Kootenay coels and the coals within the mountains 
and our provincial orgenization will look efter the Belly 
River and Zdmonton, that is, in the main there will be very 
Little over-lapping. | 

De, Allan, you roferred to a paper there where you gor 


“your probabilities of 12,000 miles; ere you putting that 


in? 
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Die et ise Allan, 
Bdger stenstield_ 


Yes, I'd be glad to. 
sada paper put in and marked 6% BXHIBIT 9. 


Well, we may have en opportunity, De, Allan, of seeing you 
agein when we get arotnd and héve some other things to Ske 
In the meantime, thank you very much indoed. 


PHE CHAIRMAN; We will now eajourn until & o'clock thig afternoon. 


A 
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EDGAR STAN SFISL OD, 
Being called as & witness, Was duly sworn and examined by 


@ CHAIRMAN: Your position, bir, Stanafield, is 7 


Tt am the chief chemical engineer of the Seientific ond 
Industrial Research Council of Alberta; I om also Honourery 
geeretery of the Councils 

How long have you held that position? 

t heave been four years a wember of the piaf’ of the couneil, 
sbout three and ® helf years &s sooretary. 

Prior to that? | 

From 1910 up till 1921 I was the chief engineering chemist 
of the Fuel Testing Division at the kines Branch of the 
Depertment of Mines in Ottawa and during the last three or 
four years of that I was else the chief chemical engineer 
for the Lignite Utilization Soerd. I was on leave of ab- 
sence from the Mines Branch to ect for the Board, 

Was thet the board that was chiefly concerned with the 
Bienfait ‘plant? Ay Yo&s 


i Ay fee 
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THE CHAIRWAN: ir, Stansfield has given us & memorandum 
or Coal Investigations.This will be Exhibit 10. 


Said memorandwa put in and marked EXHIBIT 10. 


Q I have @1s0 a copy of this paper which you read in llarch 
before the Canadian Institute of Mining & Metallurgy, which 
Will be put in as Noe ll. 

Said peper put in and marked EXHIBIT 13. 

A Yes, I might also submit that press report ; it gives ao 

little account of the organization of the Research Council. 

In April, of 1923. | 

gaia paver put in and warkea EXHIBIT 12._ 


as 


9 On this problem of sampling of coal that you deal with in 
“your mere you mention three types you have had to 
éeal with: / Mtne panples talon by inéspectors of the kines 
Branch generally from working feces inside the mine but 
occasionally from the tipple. How ere those sauples taken? 
A ‘The tine inspector will go to what he decides are typical 
faces of the mine, average working faces, where work ia 
at the time going on; he will ¢lean off the coal from the 
whole face until he cets fresh coal exposed and then he 
will eut procves from top to bottem of! the face of the seen, 
keeping the conl that he takes out of the groove, ) 
How big a groove? 
About two inches deep by six wide or, if it ie very soft — 
coal, ‘goietiues three deep and four wide; he is supposed to 


mY 
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keep to that es closely as he can; then, if there are 
pertings in the seam the mine inspector has to use hig 
judgment ox to whether he includes those in his seuple or 
does not and he is supposed to use his judgment as to whether 
those partings will be excluded in the coumerciol shipments 
of the mine or not; if he thinks those partings are removed 
by the operators in their working of the mine then he excludes 
theatrom the sample. It is a matter of judgment on the part 
of the PARPOE OTR. | 

The next kina ere cerlosd or commercial samples, that is the 
whole carload simple? 

he whole corload sample. The inspector, if he knows we are 
to receive @ carload sample from a mine, when next he visits 
that mine he will go to the cars that ere elready londed on 
the tracks and he will, without inspection, take a certain 
oar; it is decided that is yrobably as fair « wey of getting 
it @e8 any other. 

Just a random car? : 

Just a random car froa the shipping product of the minds 
Then your third sre dust samples from the mine entries? 

Thet is work we are doing eiuply for the uwe of the liines 


Branch; they wish to know,+ohave an analysis of the dust on the 


timbers, and so on, up and down the mine, with rererad to its — 
liability to explosion risk. 


COMMISSION WHEATLEY; In the onse of the first method of sampling, 


is this method of taking samples satisfactory, tir, Stansfield? 


For cxontio, does not the testing prodneed by these inspections: 


ehow ¥ fer higher than it does in comserci4l sales? 


oot | 
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It & little bit depends on the personal equéiion of the 
inspector but on the whole I think the mine inspectors? semples 
would be a little bit above the commercial samples but the © 
whole question of sampling is very difficult to get a sat- 
isfactory method. 

Have you any recommendations Slong that line for its improve- 
gent? 

We would like to see one man put on the ssmpling for the 
whole of the province, and about a year ago the Research 
Council took the question up with the Department of kines in 
Ottawa and the understanding then was that they were to put 

& man, to send ® man out here to teke samples throughoyt the 
province and tat we would ane@lyze the samples; it was /other~ 
words tobe »: & ¢@o-operative work between the Department of 
Mines in Ottawa and the provincisl depar tuenthere. In some 
way or other thet fot eide~tracked in Ottawa and hae not yet 
been carried cut. i have still hopes we will scarry it out. 


It would be very desirable in order to get uniformity? 


A “While I am speaking on the question of simpling, as to the 


Wor we would like to see dome, the question always erises 
es to just the point you reived just now, sir, as to whether 


the shipping product of the mine is represented by 4 mine 


sauple; it appears to us the beat way thet could be excertainea 
would be by placing a sampler ~ moving @ stupler about with 
full equipment from plece to place of shipping centres, 
consuming centres spy in the western provinces; you might 
station a man in Winnipeg, then wove to Brandon, Regine, 
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and Saskatoon, and let him take s half ton or ¢ ton sSsmples 
from oceaaional cers representing the different mines; he 
would have to purchase that and then have proper equipment 
for sampling it down; if thet was done I think our idea 
would be not to publish those enalyses at all because we 
night heppen to catch & bad specimen from & mine or & good 
one; it would not be fair to publish the single semple, 

but I think 1% would be extremely profitable to the operators 
ukuxitxtingy to let them now how their shipments wore comparing. 
How would you suggest taking that from a car? Isn't there 


some question of segregation? 


As the cer is being unloaded you might arrange to take every 
tenth shovel into yous sample; some system of that wort I think 
would be the beat way. Ina system in Ottawa where we were 
doing that, one men was keeping tab. and at irregular inter- 
vals he gave & signal to put 4. shovel €side and the man who 
was shovelling never knew which shovelful wes going into 

the sample. | 

In those kind of tests what is the result? 

Those have not been done xot. ies 

I understood you to say ~ | 

I gaid thet ig one thing we would like to seo done. You 
asked me , ee I underatood the question, what changes we would 
like to gee, if any, in our stuapl ing procedure, 

But down in Ottawa you referred te certain aethods being 
Proceeded with? : 

That wos just 4 ‘conetennenty of week yeoeived in Ottawa; thet 
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wes good sampling. 

You mentioned it being @ benefit to the operator, Would 

it not @leo be a benefit to the consumer to have this 
sample you refer to? | 

I think the consumer would benefit by the extra information 
the operator received; but my point was that it would not be 
fair to the operator to publish individual anelyses because 
from any sine there sre Liable to be good cars and bed cars 
and, supposing from two mines that were in ONSET VERE you 
happened to sample @ good car from one ond & baa/from 

the other it would not be fair to the operator to publish 
those individual analyses. 

Who should have that information? 


“I think the operator. 


Only? 

Ana I presume the informayion would be stored in the 
Depertuent of Mines in Sdmontons 

If the public wes ~aying for it it would be natural to 
gee they would get the benefit of it, too? 

I think they would benefit in the improved output. 

Yes, if theve was some control to compel that, that would 
be sc. The improvement of the serketting of the co®l 
through this eampling which you refer to, if there was 


» some control over it then I feel, mysolf, that the benefits 


would acerue to the consumer, but there would need some con- 
trol over it, not for the provincial government to do it 


end kend it to the operator alone, 
Well, I think you seo ay point; of course, thet is 6 ant ter 
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art ségey Stensfield. 
&n operator would speak about wore suthoratively than I 
coulda an to the variation in output end as to the possible 
herdship that would acorve to the operator of something of 
that sort on individnel cars. 
Q Do you know anywhere where such & method is in operation? 
A I think 4n some of the coal pools in the United states, I 
think there are very thorough sampling arrangements, end 
thenthe City of Winniper at the present time ie sampling 
and anéelyzing the cofls that ere received. 





, 48 CHAIRMAN: Do you know their precise method? We will get it, I 
suppose - 

A You will pet it from Mr, Pratt, probably. No, I cannot teli 
you that. 

Q Then, you deal here with the methods of cheichl analyses 
being those of the American society for Testing Materials 
and T think your method is referred to pretty thoroughly 
in your veper. | 

A It is Feferred to in our annuel reports,which I believe you 
have. | | | 

Q It 4s roferred to in those reports? 

A Yess | 
9 And tthe physical enolysbs, sir drying, studies of occurrence 
of ash, fusibility of ash, removal of ask, friability of 
ash ~ do you tell elsewhere what you found as | result of 
those experiments, or is thet given in your peper? = 

4 Tt 4s given more in our annuel reports; I have referred to 
gone of these; the occurrence of ash I refer to later on under 
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Gh dper Stensficld 
the washine of coal, and the fugibility of agh, I prefer to 
it again. | ms 
Now we come to screening tests, You say "There ig a diversity 
of sereeng in the province and even if the same field, Some 
ere bay sereens, and some perforated. The equivalency of ber 
and perforated gsoreens was unknown." What have you found out 
aw the result of your tests along that line? 


Well, spetking roughly, with coele that break up into blocks 


or cube form, a bax soreen ~ the opening between the bers tes 
to be of 2/3 the diameter of o perforated screen to be ayrox- 
iuately equivalent; with a cml that breaks into slabs, flat 


material, the ber screens would be slightly closer torether, 


wliphtly less then 2/3. I mipht point out in that connection 
that, if at any time there was an attempt mde or any effort 
was mde to stendardize the Bises of coals sold under definite 
nemes, for example, stove coal or epr coal, or anything of 
that sort, by knowing te equivelency of the sereens it would 
be possible for the operator to produce the desired size with 
out chaneing his screen if he happened to have o ber soreen; 
4% would not mathber if he had a ber screen or a round screen; 
he could produce the desired sises, 

Well, ore there no standard sizes now for these various « ~« 
Not thet I am awere of; we have adopted sizes for our work. 
Can you give me the wizes you have adopted? 

I might say in regard to these sizes that lir, Pitcher sent 

@ questionnaire to e number of the operators thr oughout the 


‘provinee to ret an idea of whet ig the closest to stendard 


sizes, and she fipures we 


es 
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we adopted were based on the replies he then got, 
We have called Lump, over three inches of a circular 
sereen; egg, pausing through e three inch and romining 
on ® one and oneJhalf inch; nut, passing over one-and one- 
half and remaining on & three~quarter inch; pea, passing ‘ 
through a 3/4 inch and remaining on a 1/4, and dust, pass- 
ing through @ 1/4 inch. Sleck, we call everything possine 
through 2 3/4 ineh and nut slack evebything yessing through 
axlg inch. | : 
COMMISSTONZR WHEATLEY; Heve you been asked by any of the operators 
| for any quotations of this deveription, any advice on the 
experinents? , 
A % do not know of anything; Mr. Pitcher could, I am sure, 
answer that question beteer than I could do. 
THE CHAIRMAN: | fhe next item you mention, the investigstionsrinto stor- — 
age qualities. Whet can you tell us ebout the results of 
your work on that? 

A Our storage tests have necessarily had to be on & compar- 
atively small scale. It is difficult doing any work here, 
say on the University grounds, on & scale that would be 
really comparable with the storing of thousands of tons on, 
sey, & coal dealer's property,say in Winnipeg,or anything : ; 
of that sort, On the other hand, we heve got relative 3 
tests of different cools and, speaking broadly, you can oy 
that the storage quality of 5 coal decreases ou ite moisture | 
content goes out. The bituminous coals are very low in e oa 
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tion goes are exceedingly good in storage; the sub-bitumin- 





ous Coals are slightly higher in moisture ai they are 
still good storage coals, When you como on to the lignites, 
some of the better grade lignites would store under ordine 
ary conditions. I might say @ dealer receiving coal and 
handling it in the ordinary course of events would not have 
any serious losses from disintegration; some of ‘the very low 
grade lignites store badly. 
Q What about storare underground, under cover? 
A Under cover is better than out in the open, distinctly better. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLSY: Would buildings of e cement structure be of any 
benefit in that regard? 


& Cement pits, you mean? 


&> 


Or even if they were built up. 

A I think the great thing is to keep out the rain and the sun; 
alternate wetting and arying are the worst factors in storage. 

THe CHAIRMAN: What are the causes of detioration in the storege? 

A Well, wet coal iu like wood; as a piece of wood dries out it | 
eracks, and the same way if @ piece of coal dries out it 
cracks; then if it sucks up water again it closes and when 
it dries out again it cRacks agein. 

Is there any oxidation going on? 

Oxidation goes on as well. Coal 16 an extremely unetedle 
material; you cannot preserve cosl without change; the coal 
is teking oxygen up from the air and gaining weight. It is 
probably losing moisture and losing weight; end we sometimes | 

, find samples of coal gain in weight on storage and sometimes | 
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oxygen that hes been teken up into the coal takes yert in 
decompositions in the coal in sueh a wey thet the stored coed 
will gouetimes pein in moisture content. If we prind e coal 
up and put it in a bottle and wtore it for 8 week or two, 
by getermins tion in the laboratory we will find out that the 
oxygen has pone out, that fresh moiature has been formed ine 
side the bottle, from fresh oxyren taken up in the bottle. 
COMMISSIONM WHEATLEY: What class of sheds? 
A Just rough wooden sheds. 
You heve not tried any concrete built sheds? 
Nos , | 
Anything that would keep out the sun and keep 1% cool * | 
No, but the shed storage was Very aigtinetly better than the | 


r © Ff & 


open store. 
THe CHAIRMAN: Have you worked out any sidaianthes deterioration in 
the coal stared at verious per ode? 
A I think you will find something in our 4th Annuel Report. 
On were 22 of our 4th Annual Report we have got what we call: 
"Conperative Disintegration Losses on Storege of Domestic Coe] 
"Hormel Moisture Content in Comperative Dinin vegas on 


Coal as liined, % Losg,0ne Yeer's Open 
ee erate retin Storage, 4 

6 to 10 1. -to 6 

10 * ® 6 * 15 

‘20° 30 16°" my * 


but tmt, a6 T explained before, 18 on a small scale test; 
4% would be less on large storage. 
Q ‘That is for e year's atorapre? 
A A year's storage, yess 
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G Does that loss take place equelly over the year? Tse it 
an accelerating or 8 retarding process? Would @ six 
onthe’ storage, in your opinion, result in half of those 
losses, or -~ ? 

A No, I think probably it would very much depend on the weather; 
during the winter months deterioration would be much less 
and during the spring, when the thaws and frosts - probably 
just in the carly spring would be the worst of the lot, end 
the hot summer months would be bad. In our 3rd Annual Report 
wo Reve got some comparixvons of thet sort. 





Q You have not been able to conduct tests that would enable 
you to advise the type of storage which shonld be used be- 
yond the mere fact of keeping it under cover? 
A He | 
Nothing about cement - 


> 


Thet would have to be done on ® reslly big scale and if we 
had started that when we began thie work three or four years 
aro wa would have made big mistekes which would have been 

| very costly. I think the time is now coming when we een do 

: that work to advantage. I think it would have been a very big 

mistake to have triea it before, before we got this work on — 
8 small scale. | | | 

CQITSSIONER WHEATLEY: Some people have sugrested in our questionnaires 

conerete sheds. I wondered if you knew about that. 

A some places coal is stared wider water in concrete tanka; 
that, of cow'se, ie chiefly a yreeantion sreinst gonteneous 
combustion, | | ; . 

| E ; CHATSHAM: What about ow coals and spontaneous combustion in storage? | 
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stan 
Z heve done no special work with 1t but I have heard pract- 
ically no complaints about trouble with spontaneous combustion. 
The matter hag not been of sufficient importance, apparently, 
with these Alberta coals for anybody to taise a questzon for 
us to study. 
Ie thet a question of sulphur content? What is the cause 
supposed to be? 
No, sulphur may cause it but I don't think thot is the usual 
ceuse; I think it is the streight oxidation that I was 
describing in these coals. 
That causes spontaneous combustion? 
That causes’ this oxidation, gives out heat. 


CoM Ts TONER WHEATIUY: There has been no question in this coal that has 


A 


up their nena ‘pot barometers /down to test it; within « 


been getorea for twelve months? 

No, we are storing on too mmall © senile. 1 think possibly 
the reason in Alberts coal is that it may not be stored on 
a very big sea@le; for instance, cos] brought from sidney 
to liontreal for the railways, you have acres covered with 
coal, from eighteen to twenty feet deep; there they have 
to take elaborate precautions to avoid fire. 

What are the precautions? 


The precaution taken by the) C. Paka) they push on iron rod_ 
the rod out and 


from top to bottom of the pile, /pat a little paper cone on 


top to prevent conl dropping down in and they make these 


t 
holes about eighteen inches / jin every direction throughout 


the whole area of the pile. On one ocoasion in Kontreal 


we tried some experiments om one of those piles and we closed 
thermometers? ) 


| 
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Kdger Stansfield 


to ret that 
vory short time we began) the temperatures/were rising up to th 


danger point, In storing coal liable to spontancous com~ 
bustion you have either pot to heve no ventilation at 11 or 





Very preat ventilation, 


- a g None et ell so os to supply no oxidation or enough to keep 
it cool? 
A Yes; @ low pile will usevally give sufficient ventilation to _ 
avotd danger. | 


| HE CHAIRMAN: Your next heading ig on the De-Ashing or Wowhing of Coal. 

lL what, briefly, heve been the results of your study in that 
regard? 

A We heave studied the question from two or three points. First 
of all, in ow sereoning tests of cols, we determine the 
percent of ash in each of the different sizes of coal; that, 
of course, ie & considerable guide to any operator who is 
conaidering installing a wesher avindicating whether the 
nost of the ash ig in the fine coal or in the coarse coal; 
in other words, if it ise im the coarse coal probably hand- 
picking would be the best wey to purify the coal; if most 
of the sh is in the finer coal somekind of weshing process 
would be indieated ax the solution of the difficulty. Then 
we have done work with heavy solution tests, that is to say, 
® solution of heavy specific gravity, so thet the dirty coal 
will eink to the bottom ana the light coal will remain on 
the top, ana you ean fina out how auch Impurity you can | 
vonove from coal that ways For instance, you may fina to 
make any notable reduetion in the coe) you gete very 

von small yield, in which case the cool would not be suitable : 
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for washing and you may find you can get & mrked reduction 

in the ash and still get @ clean coal: if the dirty coal ba 
falls out takes very little clean coal with it that would be 

a type of coal that could be econombcally washed; if it carries 
axlot of clean coal down with itit would cost too much to wash. 
How can the result of these seake be practically applied by 

any operator? Does he send hie coal to you? 

He could send his coal to us, yes; we do these tests on these 
earload samples of eoel we receive and then we have always 

done them on speciel samples of coals, ) 

Ie there a direct relation between these laboratory methods 
and ® commercial process for doing the stme thing? 

{ should say the laboratory methods gave what you describe ) 
as a hundred per cent efficiency weshing plant. The commercié1 
plant would not measure up to that but it ment moeyure up : 
reasonably close, but anybody with wave imvnal / wogh ine plants 
would know to within what limite he wes likely to approach 

the efficieney of our testa. 

I presupe, then, we will hear from operators au we go around 
the province, the cost per ton of washing ond the deerease Far 


in ath they secure to ® point where it pays to wash, You do mot — 


attempt to establish that? 


I believe there is only one washing gon an the province — 
at the present time; thet is the air washing plant of West- j 
Canedian Collieries. I may be wrong on thet point; I don't, J 
off-hand, know of any other. Of course, a firm considering , Cf 
putting in a plant of that sort would naturally , if they 


Bia bette ms nen wonton, ter us to be exemined = 1 might wy we 
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idgax otensfiold 
have done work of inh /ten the Weat-Conadian Collieries and 
we would be gled to so it for any other company desiring 
information. | 
Broadly speaking, what conclusion ere you coming to as far 
as you have gone in this matter of washing.coal? Is 4t a 
desirable thing coumercially, or not, for the coals here in. 
Alberta? a | 
I think that the merket for Alberta coals, for Alberta bitun- 
inous coals will be inereaued by the washing of co#l; their 
range of warket will be increased, the range of powsible market. 
Have you any ides of the costs as ageinst the Improvement? 


i have not gone into that side of the question, I would not 


like to speak on that point. 

That would apply Jargely to bituminous coals? 

Yeu, I think entirely at the present tiwe; our domestic coals 
are, as & rule, on the whole very watisfactorily Low in ash. 
Your next point ie the fusibility of ash. 

One of the graduate students at the University last year 
carried out & very careful and painstaking piece of work on 
the fusibility of the ash of typical. coals from all over the 
wrovinee and, as fer as getting coel from each of these coal 
areas represented, his wack has not yet been published; he has 
been finishing off some of the last details sbout it. 

How soon does he expect to publish that? 

I think it is pretty nearly ready now. If the question cones 
up about publishing it, of course the information will have 
to be got into & suitable form for publication. The student's — 


| 


_ thesis is not quite the form in which it would be published. 
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Are you fauilier with the general results of that ee to 
which coals produce the clinker ash? 
Well, ae & general rule the bituminous have much the highest 


fusing point of the ewh; the domestic coals have & Lower 
melting point; thet, of course, is accompanied by the fact 
that the bitwuainouscoals give 4 hotter fire than the other 
one, so that they go the best way they should go, the one 
with the highest melting point ealwo produces the higher 
temperature. 

Ie thet clinkering ® seriouna detriment in the case of any 
of the coals in use? 

I think thet would be probably & question better answered by 
some of the power men of the province, the mechanical engineers 
There are troubles of the general grade stokers and so on 
with the clinkering, the worst the coal 4s the more trouble 
they heve with thet; then, if better coal were to come up to 


the front it would be important to know what ite clinkering 


probabilities were, | 

I was poing to ask you about powdered coal, Have you made 
any tests of powdering Alberts coal? 

You mean powdering for power use? 


Ye@be 


Ho, we have not done thats 


Have you any inforustion about any impression elsewhere 


for using powdered coel? | 


Oh, 1 think 1t would be perfeagtly satisfactory for use, I 


don't wee eny reasons why 1t should not bes 0000 LY 
What are the Wanpanneinn: ny of using coal in that fora 
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You can get very thorough and complete combustion and you 

get quick control; it is like an 011 fuel or gas, you can 

turn on the tap, df you heave a sudden demand on your boilers 
you ean open your valves wider and pat up your rate imaediately 
then, at the ond of the day, when you shut down you can turn 

{1% off and stop at once, so that you have economy that way. 

You don't know anything ebout the cost of powdering, do you? | 
‘No, I have not gohe into thet question only just rough general 
impressions, 


o Or the limitations ag to the seize of the plant? it could only 





fs 


He CHATRMAN: 


be used in large wits? 


Yes, in large units; suggestions have been made for sueller 
‘plants but I do not think any of them have become commerciol 
- BUNCEBSOK. 

Doos it increase the relative value of otherwise inferior 
Coals? Might our Lignite coals powdered give © better aceount 
of themselves? 

Lignite coal has not commonly been used in a powdered form 
“although I believe they have used some of the: mekatchewan 
lignites in this new central heating plant in Winnipeg. 

In a powdered form? 

Yes. 


| JOMMISS TONER WHEATLEY; Liixed with the others; is it not? 


It may be the case; Iwas not told that; it 1s &@ new plant 
and it hes not been very easy to get inforumtion. —— 

Your next point is tests of the coals for bleeksemith - | 
“you say there is no need of further importation of ot 


Laan Alberta. my aad sapere euch coal? 
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A Coal ts imported at the present time, I believe. 

For Blacksmiths? 

Blacksmith coal, yeas 

That seems &n important pointy whatever the size of the 

merket may be, 

It is not & big mrket but it ig o little humiliating, I een 
to have American coal imported into Kdmonton, for example, 
Whet se®mg are esnithy coals? | 

Some of the Coal Branch coals ore very food, particularly, 

for exemple, the West-Canadien Collieries, the washed coal, 


the reduction of ash mekes it a very good sample, 


We fre yassing rapidly ‘over the questions here, I want you 

to stop on anything you think we should develop further on | 

each question. The next questhon you mention is the 
Carbonigation of coal. 

Well, that is an extremely big queation, about the biggrest 
question you could reise, I refer to two classes of carbon 
imation, I call high temperature carbonization and low temper~ 
ature carbonization. The high temperature carbonization is the 
type with which most people are foemiliear in coke oveng and 

city gas plants; that is coking at a high temperature to 900 _ 
or 1000 degrees centigrade, for example, and forvthe coke oven j 
Plant, of course, their main object is to get a strong coke a 
that can be used for metallurgical purposes, In the gas plant — : 
it is very simfler for ideas only the pas is the prisery object : 
and the coke is the by-product. In all cases you get tar ond - 
anuonium sulphate ss by-products. High temperature carboni za- 
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and the smin features of it ore very thoroughly known. Low 


temperature carbonization iy | comptratively recent idea, The 
work hes been done for several years now in Snpleand and probably 
Vast sume spent; there was e@ very bir plent conetrueted a Lew 
years ago in the Sstetea with government cusistance, I think 
they wore aupposed to have spent seven and a half willion 
doliars for that plant, it has since ahtt down, The Canadian 
Government's plant at Bienfait was elso ®& low temperature 
carbonization plant on which @ erent deal of money has been 

a ent end thet hag also been shut down, eo thet low temperature 
carbonization has a great many attractive features but it 
would be hardly fair to say it 1e/estodliched commercial: « 
feature at the present time, I think if we were at any time to 
carbonige our lignites here, possibly our sub-bituminous eoels, 
we would probably use low temperature carbonization, but I would 
not like to sey 4t ehould bo proceeded with damediately, T 


think there are other ports of the world where 1% is more likely 


more easy to establish euch on industry than tneatbccive here 

and 1% would probably be better for Alberta to let other coun 
tries do the experimenting on on expensive operation of that 
sort, The advantage of it you can see, in, for exauple, a 
figure I gave here which I think was for Tofield coal, in which 
by earbonization, we reised the ehlorific value of a potind of | 
coal from 9200 BeT.U. to ei BeTe¥. per pound, I call 
attention to the fact that, tnjeotnessann of frei¢ht from 39.00 
per ton to $6.60 per ton; so it iu very evident what effest 
eugh @ thing of that sort would have on the extension snd widan- 


ing of possible coal merkets for Alberta coal, 
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Always provided 1% did not cost more than the difference , 
the reduction in freight? 

Alweye rrovided it did not coxt more but we have a further 
compl ieation Faesehs this Low Veapera tur ¢ carbonization makes 
a coke that een be handled ; it makes & friable roduot 
that needs bri quetting and thet is a diffieult and expensive 
npers tion, We eter tod some work of earbon-izing in the 
Research Council's Laboratories at the University and we made 
a certain number of experiments there but it appeared to us 
thet the briquetting was the key note of the situation at 
the resent time and that we would be well advised to drop 
the corboniz ing now w and proceed. with the briquetting. 


MMT SIONER WHEATLEY: Ghat refer/to lignites only, aid it? 





A 


Mone CHAIRMAN: 


You, I dontt think we would be advised to carry out experi-+ 
ments on high temperature carbonization of bituminous coals 
becarue that has been tested out on a large scsle over the 
world and if eny operator was interested in that they soula 
get information from large goale work which would be much 
nore satisfactory then any laboratory tests we conld make, — 
I gu ppose thet lignite wbilization plant at Bienfeit 
Was under teken in the hope that they knew how to handle it? 
Tews 
‘In e laboratory way ey aha, asa they, ees  * aterted 
‘that? 
We tried Leboratory waya, yea: we fell down in ‘the construe ) 
tion of our retorts; the change from laboratory sizes to 
‘those of e ‘comercial weale; we hed the patent for the 


princi ple « a ‘tho retort; it was » asetionlt to ect bon hay. to 
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to handle the ectusl construction design, and I think we 
were unfortunate in the construction degien of our retort. 
Afterwerds another tyre of retort of chearer operetion was 
developed by some of the United Btates Bureau of Mines men, 
ir, Hood and certein others, and improvemonte on thet were 
worked out by some of the engineers: of the lignite Utilize~ 


tion Board and e retort wos pot up et Bieifait of thia com 


bined design and thet retort worked very satisfactorily indeed. 
I heve watched that operating ana it wae operating perfectly 
gisoothly without skilled supervision at ©1121; the engineer who 
wes in chorre wotild go away for the day and leave it and 

he would come back et night and it woulda be going just as 


heppily byt by the time they had got to that development 


their briquetting plant was not in good working condition, 
certain developments were to be done, and political troubles 
arose and the fovernment were refusing to spend more money. 
4g far es the carbonimtion wag concerned, I was and am 
firmly of the belief that they had edlved the difficulty at 
the time they stopped and I think briquetting wae on the 
vorge of heing solved, and I think it was a very unfortunate 
tine to etop when they dia etop. 

Whet by-prnducts were you petting? 

The ges thet wes being need in the retort, and @ on, 

end ® certain amount of surplus pes that was used about 

the plant, and lignite ter oe might sey ‘ebout the question 


a: 4 by-products, ‘there are a erent many very wild statements 


made about ‘by-prodnets. The goal ter prodtets are valuable in 


i a district where you have got big economicel industries to 
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to work out these things and operate with them and use 


them but those industries won't cone until you have your 
Plants established and if the plants cannot be establish ed 
until they get the industries you have a vidous circle it 
is difficult to get over in & country like this. The low 
temperature tare are very different from the well-known high 


 tenrperature tars end their value de much lesa certain; to 


begin with they will probably be used as fuel oils, they 


Bight also be used for improving our dirt roads; they would 


be valuable and as the industry sot established you would — 
get increfsing values but for the commencement of an indugtry 
it would be much safer «- it would hardly be safe to wtart an 
industry counting very much on your by-products. 


To stert with, you would have to have a market for your gas? 
| With the lignite you have not very much syare pou; you 


have to dry off 811 the water from the lignite, which means — 

& considerable absopption of heat, of course. Of course, you | 
can usually very your retort, you can mke it that you can | 
got a big YAGLG of res, in which case you will get & emeller 
value in your éhex; you can vary th increase the yield of 
gaa or iner ease the tar or char, end the big trouble is, | 
the public reports give m equal value for all three, which you 
cannot get simultaneously. 

So you have really no figures to give us? 

The Lignite Board hae published a report and you could 

work out some of their costs from thet but that final retort 
thet was worked out there would, I think, be extremely cheap — 
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Sdger Stonsfield 
in operation, I might, in this connection, give, perhaps, 


&® little more history of that. At the time the Lignite Board 


sf 


‘ Ana how much of that would you got out of 6 “$0n of the othor 
| coal, - Oy put the question the other way’ How many tons of i 
ame wt Aint went to bd produe tion to @ ton of the oy 


renin 


wes formed the statements were nade thet for that to be a 
enocess you must get lerge yields of by-products and expect 

to get your chief? profits from the by-products, The more I 
looked into the mat ter the Less hopeful, that appeared to ine 

to be and the Lignhte Board agreed with me in the conclusion 

I came to. Wo, therefore, modified existing designe of retorts 


in an effort to take the retort cheaper in construction and 


operation and make the char the peinel pel obj ect and not the 
by-products and we were rather sevor ely oritiedeed at the tine 
for thet choice of policy: The retort that was afterwards 
actually developed, the Head-Odell retort that was developed 
and modified at Bienfait, cerried ow policy further etal 


_eutting down the yield of by-products and cutting down the cogt 


of opera tion. : 
You were dealing with ® lignite coal worth how much am the 


_ raw state? 


Oh, less than two, one to two dollars, 1 think, probably. | 
And containing how much moda bur? 

About 356 as mined. bi 

And you were wodueing from thet? Sotebie sso 


A friable coke apr oxiantely soni ent sak to authored 46 cock 


in its chemloal analysis. be: 
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I think it ie approximately two tons to ong ton. 
And you have no figures on the other cost? 

No, I have no figures on the cout. 

Could you get us a statement of that? 

I could give you &® statement of that. 


‘I think we should consider, that wes a big experiment made 


at tremendous expense end I think we should record, if we 
can, the result of the experiment . 

Yes, Iwill attend to that.» 

If.it coulda be done in that sort of simplified form, the 
muaber of tons of the rew produet which went to the ton of 

the finished product end the costs of the finished product, 
indicating as far as their experinenty went what it would 
eost. to produce this, then, of vourse,you have the difficulty 
of briquetting them? 

Yous | 

Would that prove insuperable? 

The Lignite Board were working in with the United States 
Bureau of Liines very closely in their work end United States 
had &@ briquetting plant, I think 4t io at Hebron, North 
Dakota «- I have not Visited that plant myself but lr, 

Strong, who took my place with the Lignite Boer da when I 

left, reported that was a very setigfectory pmAnne ving plant, 
Whe % Wwocess were they using? . | 
They were nizing the cher with, I think, @ little bituminous + 
coal end some flour and then using the pitch or asphalt as 
a binder and then a roll preas. : 


— eee You believe that plant gan wtill be made a suecess — 


ree’) 













et ae ee . giife vm 
-et onto od wmad- one het aabmongaa, at st ak t A 


‘ ie on 4 7 hd tpt serio ei Des vie ‘ | ; i 
Ptaos "ss ae ‘one sau i wat “8 ot 9 a ‘ r a 
ad T On” A 


sag. Wire Ce 
abe ; 



















me? "eg ae bobbioye te ‘te Soo: dade ae “sb a 


Ry : a 


debor Sedeka ee oat %o atyog oat Soi 





4 





~62p | 
idgor stensfield 
A  Thet perticular plant, if you teke the original coat, 
would never poy for itself because it was built really 
With the idea of being © government demonstration plant 
and the type of construetion chosen was too costly for a 
regular comerciel plant. It was en experj{uental plant and 
designed as an experi wen tel plant, but I atill think that 
they wore within, almost within handling distance of commer. 
cial sweess at thet plant. It is a good deal due to too mny 
Optimistic statements which a14 not mterialize and towards 
the end the mesbers of rorLisnent and #0 on who had to vote 
the money got tired of hope deferred and promises that had 
not materialized and they would not believe anything they 
were told at the ond, I thigk thet was the stage at which 
the experiment stopped, | 
Q Would ow Tofield coal measure up to that Bienfait col? 
A It 4s a better cool then the Bienfait, 
Q It 4s? 
| A Yeu. 
THY, CHAIRMAN: For the moment, then, to put it another way: At present 
there is nothing in immediete prospect for utilization of 
the inferior. lipnites in Sesketchewan that would make them 
a more formidable competitor of Alberte cools than in the 
past, in regard to the question of carbonization? | 
A etate has been in the lest six nonths & surrestion of sore 
eeing/capitel taking over that plant ot Bienfeit and patting 
in 8 Gorman retort and some kind of briquetting plant. I % 
| _ have not ‘been able to ascertein what but I have not heard 
"that that “sohome hes fone through and I ‘en personally inlined 
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to believe it will not go through; thet ig bnly just & guess, 
THe CHAIRMAN: Mr, Stansfield hey» already sugrested in 
the first part of his evidence that it is an experiment that 
we, @6 & province, should leave to some other country where 
conditions ere more steble. 
- C0KIyS TONER WHEATLEY; In the matter of bituminous - 

THE OHA RMAN; No, in connection with the whole matter 
of attempting to corbonize, 

MR, STANSFIELD; Our position in this province is that 
we have BO many verieties of coal in the Erowinee that, for 
instance, if we carbonize the lignite we are petting a prodnot 
which we might have taken almost straight from the earth from 
mome other rart of the province, but I think, if we really 
could satisfactorily briquette carbonized lignite, thet pousibly 
wome of our Lower grade lignites on the eastern boundary % the 
province nearer to the Ontario werkets that could be atime 
cheaply, for example, you mentioned Tofiel4, where they get 
it from a stripping proposition ‘ af we gan get a reasonably 
cheap carbonized material then I think that misht become a | 
reasonably satisfactory product in Alberta. 

I think the min summing up is the important thing for us 

so far as our opinion goes that we may weit om thet antil it 
haw been really proven somewhere else and you have given us 
very food reasons for doing BO% 

I don't ‘think thet necessarily epplics to the high rere 
coking plants. : 

R I aian't understand ‘that it aia, ofr course, as you Bay, 
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that has been done commercially hore? 
A Yea, 
Q That is ell a question of market? 
A Yeu; i Mean, for example, you might put 6 coking plant up 
at, say, the neighborhood of Calgary if the natural gas 
supply ran short and make doke and make gos to supply the 
Calgary industry to supplement the naturel gaa; sole question 
of thet sort night come wp; that would, of course, depend on 
the natural ges supply. 
Then you have ® heading on Combustion Tests? 
Perhaps you are missing out the briquetting of coal? 
No, I didn't mean tos Please let us det] with that, thon. 
Well, we have equipuent for briquetting tests which te 
deveribed in our 4th Anmai Report; it 4e © suall plunger 
press. I chose that yerticuler type of press as being adopted 


> & & © 


to much more accurate laboratory experinents than the more 
common commercial type of roll press. I had carried out 
experinents with the roll press in Ottawa ond found 4% very 
unsatisfactory for laboratory work and I was fortunate enough 
to be @ble to find this small plunger press, by which we have 
since carried out @ good many hundred briquetting tests, | 

a The results ere given in that report, are they? 

A So, they will be covered in our Sth report, which will be 

ont sometime this sumer. 
Q Can you tell us, to _ supplewent whet ie in the 4th report, 


whet results zon are gernenss briefly? | 
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coals they ere for the most part coking coals; they can be 
burned easily on chain gretes and so on. There is not the 
a4ffieulty in disposing of the fines 6s there is disposing of 
the fines from the sub-bituminous coal. I believe on the 
Coal Branch in the eub-bituminons coal the fines are at 
present a waste, For that reason, and bechuse more is known 
already about briquetting of bituminous coals, it would be 
better for ws to epecdalize in ow briquetting work on the 
briquetting of sub-bituminous coals, and we have been doing 
that for a year or more, We have grodgnelly improved our 
technique in the making of briquettes end we are now moaking 
very sttisfactory briquettes with, say, about 7 per cent. of 
binder, which fe quite low for eoumercial briquetting; even 
though the sub=bituminous coal 16 not so eésy to briquette 


. as the bituainons coel or anthrectte, the difficulty arises 


with the binder; it is & costly mterial., We have worked 
with pitches and asphalt, sephelt from the Mellurray deposits, 
lignite pitch, We have elso tried things like flour, oetmeal 
end saw dust, ena straw and other binders. 

How does Uciiurray asphalt ~ | 

We have made some very fine briqnettes; some of om best 
briquettes were mide with that. | 
The refined product? | 
Yew. 

Whet percentage of At? 

Oh, eix or seven per cont. 
Have you any idea of costs? — 


It 4a a Little aizfiewt to sey; my work, of course, te to try 
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ie Bagor stoneficla_ 
to work a rule of thumb art if T can and briquetting is one 
of the hardest problems to do that kind of wark for. There are 
innumerable variable factors and if you change any one you 
change the best conditions for 811 the rest but we have ande 
chenges from ordinary comaerciol procedure in our briquetting 
work, all of which, I think, will tend to reduce the cout of 
briquetting. For example, in most briquetting plants, where 
the coal is at all nbtiot it is enstomary to dry the coal be- 
fore adding the binder, We have made our best briquettes by 
teking the moist coal and I think if thet can be done on a 
larger scele world be 4 very big reduction in the cost of 
briquetting, We slico have been mixing and preseing et high 
temperature, which means we get 2 denser briquette with less 
pressure 6nd it is easier to do the “ixine, © The higher the 
$entpereatare the more flnid the mix is and it can be more easily 
done, So that all our varietiions from comercial practice 
have @ tendency of reducing the cost of briquetting. With 
the eub-bituminons coals we find it necossery to mix in two 
of three Soitesut bituminous coking coal to make the briquettes 
gtand in the fire, otherwise, as the briquette reeches the 
uelting point of the binder the briquette becomes sot and 
goes back to the fluid condition again. If you have got a 
coking coal mixed in with it, it will coke inside the briquette | 
and ke@p 1% torether in the fire. | 
Q Ana two or three per cent ~ ? 
two or three per cent. is sufficient to give it wstiufectory 
ss fixing qualities, | Up in the Coal Branches you have sub-bi tume 
is inows coals end in the Mountein Perk bituminous coalsin clove — 
NL et Sk iit anal a ee 
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Badger Stansfield 
proximity so thet should be ® vory trifling addition to 
cost. 
You have not any figures of cost, then, for us? 
No, I haven't. 
® Your statement ts: "Briquettes hove been made with reasonably 
low binder percentage, which satisfactorily pass physical, 
storage and firing tests." They would have approximately 
the seme heat value as the original cols? . 
A. slightly above; the binder has high heat units end bituminous 
conl would be, of course, @ Little bit up, 
DU TSs ION WHEATLEY: Could it be done to compete with the nut coal, 
| that same class of coal? 
A Ina mine where they at othe prevent tine sre not utilizing 
| their fines et 611, 2 think it could, 
| . ® CHAIRMAN; What wes the Banff briquetting we OoeaR? 
| A. Arolle press briquetting semi-anthrecite coal there with coel. 
tax pitch as @ binder, just « straight-forward briquetting 
plent, the coauon, ordinary type of plant used on this eons 
tinent. 
Q I-edppose we will get evidence somewhere elee as to whether 
that was comsercially successful, — ¥ 
A A&t tho time whe. t plant shut down I believe it wee the oltent 
established. plant on this contin oe that I presume it had 
peen paying. 
Q At least, better eee nTs anyway. lit, Wheatley was 
COUMISSTONR WABATLSY: Only pert of the plant there wan © bri quet ting 
: ee ers we te ennem erent erty onesie’, 
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There was only powsibly twenty-five per cont, saleable 

| lump coal; the balance had to be briquetted, 

; MR, STANSPISLD; In connection with briquetting, the fact 

| that now-a-days they ere burning these domestic coals Bo 
very witisfectorily on chain grete stekers in power plants 
has reduced the necessity for briquetting. At the present 
time, es far oa 1 am aware, the wastege of lignite fines is 
not so serious &t sll. 
2 CHAIRMAN; They: could buen the sub-bituminous fines the same way,if they 

had a sarket for it, < gupposs? 

: A I they hed a market. 

Q Yow next heading you have is: "Combustion Teste."You say, 
"Most domestica heaters used in the West for Western coals 
have been made in the East for enthrecite coal.” Gan you 
tell us what you have been doing with thet? 

A Well, om big aiffienlty there wos, we dogsired to make tests 
with hot air furnaces. It is one of the thinge we wighed to 
do and we were uneble to find any established method for teut- 

ing a hot air fucnace; it le very aif ficult to measure the 

heat rising up in the elr from & hot air furnece,and we have 
been working on that for two or three years and we feel now 
we have s@tisfactorily echioved our object in that and wo 

. cen test a hot air furnece. pane) | 

Q Briefly, how do you do it? 

A We yass the afr up through whit we call the calorimeter 
uitil it passes over & lot of befflers whi ch ere cooled by 
water; we take the afr au it leaves the furnace and poes ! 

into the calordmeter and take the air es 1t leaves at the — 
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‘top and we take the water ae it foes into the calorimeter 

and weigh the water &s it rpoes through, so that, for example, 
we may haye heated the air in the furnace from 60 deprees, os 
it rpoes up to the furnace, up to 160 depres; in other wrds, 
raised it 100 degrees, and if we cool ity say,50 deprees 

as it roes thr meh the calorimeter, we have taken ont he1e 

the heat es it Foe through the furnace » But the difficulty 

we have been up apainst is thet it ia excessively difficult 

to take the temperature of an air current and we have hed to 
heve more elaborate bafflers and mixers and we are woiting 

now for same very complicated « « x 

In this &pparatus you have been testing coalg in hot air 
heaters? | | 

Yes, and we have also tested them in hot water heaters as well. 
Does this indicate modifications that should be mode in the 
degien of furnaces? | | 
Yes, we find, for exemple, in most of our teats we attempt to 
fire the furnace under the conditions it would be fired in 
the ordinary household, that is to say, put on cecal thr ee 
tines a day and simply put on the com] and adjust the drafts 
and leave it for the next eipht hours or so till the next 
firing time. {@f, on the other hand, we fire every half hour 

or every hour, we can markedly increase the efficiency of 

the furnace; if we sould put in @ mechanical feed to the furnace 
I think we could get, in comereis] plents, this hipher 
efficiency we get by constant feeding. | 

You are speaking now of the lipnites? = | 
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The lignites, yes. 
I suppose some of that work ir, Pratt hae published is & 
result of these tests and carries out the seme ideas? 
Very much the sume 4acas; he ise using hopper heaters and so On, 
which 4s very similar to the kind of {aenis; then, of course, 
we have tested wpecial things, lice Pratt's arch and one of his 
devices, plates for mok ing & hopper. 


“With what result? 


Oh, satisfactory results; we get good fires with his arch; 
then we had obtaines davice submitted to ue called. the Robb 
coal carburetor for bringing in sir ‘for the turnece, We 
found thet the unskilled man would probebiy get increased 
efficiency; we oon the efficiencies went ups 

Are these publi¢ soauewhere? 

This will be 811 publishedcin our reports coming ont this 
yeer; sose of them are already published in last year's 
report but we will have some of them later in this year's 
report. 

When will that be out? 

I think about July. 

That may be boo iste for us to use it. The next item is: 
your work in Timber Testing. | 

fhat is being dpne by Professor Reus. Wileon ot the 
University. He is carrying out tests in consultation with 
kit. eitchors they cumuonced by sending a queu tionnaire ont 


) to @ Lot of the operators throughout the province, finding 


out what timber they used, where they got it from, whether 
they preferred fire killed or ordinery trees, and whether © 
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they used timber peeled or unpoeled or green or seasoned, 
and they found that there wes a very wide diversity of 
Opinion and diversity of ustge throughout the province. They 
decided then that the problem waxy worthy of very considerable 
study and we could do satisfactory work here and they decided 
to commence experinents on hodgepole pine; that was the first 
timber we selected. I think they have had either two or three 
carloads of lodgepole pine shipped down into the city here; 
some of the timber is sent et once out to the University; 
& pood deal of 1% goes to one of the mines down in Clover 
Bay, where some of it ig stored and woae put into the mine 
et onee, peeled and othervice; they built up sets in entry 
ways and in some of the rooms, I believe; then from time 
to time lary Pitcher and Professor Wilson inspeet this tisber 
end they decide to bring some ont ~ I think recently they 
brought sone ont, some of the setg that hed been in for 
six months end a your, and retested them, ££ shovla say 
#11 the originel timber was tected at the Universdty very 
carefully, indeed, in the Civil ingineering Department; 
then, 8s the timber comes out of the mine it ie being re~ 
teated. That work has not yet reached the stage where 
they cave to discusses any of their resulta. 
2 It de important work thet is going on? 
A It dg very importent work thet 1s poing on. 
MUISSTONAR WHUATLEX; whet wes your objective in testing this timber?” 
-«DL@ you look into the matter of reserves of timber at ell? 
A No, not into reserves, © rim ii 
«Te de not with a view to conserving the timber se a resource 
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Badger stansfield 
but the service in the mine? 
The service in the mine. The timber is, I believe, quite o 
notable cost in the operation of e mine and it seemed. vory 
desireable to know, for punt such points 6s I mentioned, 
whether the fire-killed timber wes good or wae not frood, 
and what kind of timber was better and how it should be 
treated, 
As you say, you have not got any results yet? 
They have pot some results but one batch of results is not 
enough to talk from, The first bateh that were taken out 
hed not deteriorated, I think, very seriously. 
Are you treating it with any composition ot 011? 
Not at present; thet will be leter work.to be considered. 
No.16, Classification of Coal = . 
I might, perhaps, teke that subject in a little bit wider 
sphere than I heve got it there, At the beginning of, this 
memorandum I stated we had had, since the analytical work 
had been yaken over by the Roseerch Council, over 400 samples 
of conl, of the mine inspector’ somples of coe] analyzed. 
For @ while those analyses were simply accumulating until we 
were getting a lerge mass of undigested figures of these 
an@lyses. When these coal areas were selected I wag then 
able to proceed and classify these analyses by areas. I 
soon found, when I came to do that, that the character of 
the coal varies so repidly from place to place that it would 
be quite impossible to, for example, state an average analyshs 
for a whole aren 3; it would be meoningless. There ig a 
repid variation in the character of the coal from place to 
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place across the province. so I have been working out 
different ways of showing these results and in this paper 
you have seen here you will see on the eor'tain curves, | 
for example, on page 7 (Sxhibit 11) on the map of the 
province I plot lines showing the moisture contents of | 
the coals in those districts and you will see the way 
these Lines roughly pereliel the mountains and the rapid 
inerease of moisture with the disctance the coal is found 
away from the mountains. 

Are there no exceptions? 

Oh, there aro cextain exceptions. 


They are not really material? 


Not really mterinl, no. 


That is quite remerkable, I think. 

It is a very remerkeble case, For example, in the Camose 
aren there were three townships . I have been averaging wy 
semples by townships: that seemed to be the largest erea 

that was safe to average it over there were three townghips 
there in a row in which the @irection iu reversed, not very 
morkedly but 1+ is reversed; it is 8lso reversed in the 
calorifie value in the same three townships. There are 
little exceptions of that sort, 


COMMISSIONER WHRATLEY; Is it on acconnt of pressure? 


A 





Presumably. It 4g & little difficult to say why these 

| | ae | the distance 
marked changes ares To show. the effect of shese-aleiriete- 
from the mounteins, Drs Allan seid this uorning thet the 
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maturing of the coal was not siaply e question of time 

but a question of ‘tine and presswre and he mentioned that 

in the dfotriet around Dromholler and Carbon,in thet directior 
there were fourteen yeome of coal. Thet gives us & very 

good case to study these conditions. We find that in the 
game locality the lower seam ig alwoys better then the 

seam above it, that is to say, the older coal is better 

than the younger coal, which is the way you would expect, 





but in one place ® Little over thirty miles apert seam 11 
nearer the munteins is better than soam 1, which Dr. Allan 
says ig roughly 300,000 years older, thirty miles further 
away from the mountei née 

Tin CHAIRMAN: ‘The younger coal - 7 

A he younger coal nearer the mounteins is better than the ae 

coal further sway from the mountains. 

Well, doesn't that interfere with the moisture chart of 


& 


yours? Wha¢h seam sre you taking the moisture out of? 
A mn this perticular case I think I om teking the sean 


es ee 


nearest the surface but on the whole the seam makes no 
difference; in one case while I have rot seam 11 and 
seam 1, seam 11 ia practically identical with sean 1 
fifteen miles away, and so that os & general rule the 
goams apporently sre of very suall importance compared 
with the distance from the mountains. That was ® very, 
os very startling result to me. 

Q A very interesting result, indeed, — 

A The next chart, rye tee a value of the conl, moist as 
i mined, ‘therefore shows © more rapid drop in heat value — 
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from west to east - the calorific value of the dry coal 
substance decreases as the water-holding properties of 

the coal increase. (See page 8, Bxhibit 11) Having got 
these figures of the analyses of the coals grouped by 
townships in this way, I next proceeded to consider 4 
possibility of classifying the coals. I might explain © 
that wos, I think, your request, to have 6 classification 
for this work, & definition that led me to take it up at 
thet particular point. There are a number of different: 
ejasvifications in use in the world, each of which appears — 
to be satisfactory over certain areas, presumably in the 
country in which such coal ise found in the groatest amomt, 
but none of them have yet received universal adoption and, | 
as fear as I am aware, none of them ere really universelly 
adoptable, that 1s to say, they would not be practicable 
for here, and our Alberta cosis, perticulerly the high 
moisture coals do not seem to readily adapt themselves to 
eny existing scheme of classification. Dr. Dowling some 
years apo took the common fuel ratio, which is the fixed 
carbon divided by the volatile matter, which does not 
apply to the high moisture coals, and divided 1% by what 
he calls the split volatile mtter. He tekes the split 
carbon divided by the volatile matter, it does not secon 

to be altogether satisfactory and there does not seem to 

be any Rogical reason for it. Professor Parr has quite 
recently brought out a classification of coal on what he 
calle unit coal ena I was hoping that would be proved 
saticfectory for Alberta coals but I found it was qnite — 
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impossible ; it does not apply to these high moisture 
cosls; it would, for example, put euch coal ag the 
Coal Branch Clausified the same as the Tofiela, it would 
not distinguish between euch totally different cooly as 
thet, But the principle back of 1t apposred to be gat- 
isfactory 60 I am suggesting, end I went it mde clear 
at the present time, I am gust sugeesting this elessifica. 
tion, I am surgosting oe classification which is ossent- 
jally the same as Prof, Parr's but, instead of taking 
the calorific ana volatile matter on what he gives to the 
pure coal, I take it on the coal moist ag mined and with 
an average ash content. The point about taking the averagd 
ash content is you are less liable to make migtakes;in } 
taking the pure Goal you are more lioble to make mistakes. 
fhe principle of the classification that Prof. Tarr uses 
4s this: In the higher grade coals or more mature goals the 
eplorifie value remaing practically constant but the vols 
tile matter changes rapidly , so that of the high gerade 
coals he distinguishes between these conta by means of 
their volatile percentage. The lower are the anthracite , 
a little bit higher you got semi-anthrecite, bituatnous and 
so on, With the lower grade coals we get very Little | 
varintion in the volatile matter but a mare change in the 
celorific value. — | 
How do you Bccount for that? 
Why, I don't keniow ; ‘the volatile netter, I enppose, ‘passes | i 
off a little bit ae the maturing goon on; it does not ie 
- erease or decrease — 
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As the calorific velue? 

~ ag the calorific velue does; peats and Lignites and same 
of these things sre roughly the seme. I, perhaps, should 
show you this in & chart here on page 11; you see this 
chart - each dot rep esents the average analysis from 6 
township in Alberta applied on Professor Parr's scheme and 
you see you get the horizontal line on constant calorific 
value slong the top and then 4% turms & corner and you get & 
decreasing calorific value and a fairly uniform voletile 
matter. Professor Parr uses two things ~ his letter press 
does not agree with his chart and I have given the chart on 
one side and the letterpress on the other. 

Then, using that system ~- ? 


‘Using that system, as I say, teking the pure dried coal we 


do not get & satisfactory classification of Alberta COBLB. 

But, using your system - 7 

But if we take the modification of using the moist coal I 
think we get a classification that will be perfeotly rational 
for Alberta coals. On Table III. I have given & elaseifion tio: 
that is on poge 15. I want to emphasize the point that this 
et present is e suggestion. I have based it on the chemteal 
andlysis, ae I sey, on 400 semplese I heve congulted mining 
engineers ena men interested in the shipping eide of it and 
geologists as to where to ar aw lines. I practically divided 


the coals of Alberta into what you might sey three mein clasee 


first. of #11. the Bi taminous coals, which I have subdivided int 
short Flene Bituminous end Long Flame Bituminous; the short 


| ‘Plame Bituminous sre non-coking coals end the Long Flame 
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Bituminous 
/ sre mostly coking coals. 1 then have the sub-bituminous 


coals which are an intermediate classification, and then 

what are termed in Alberte Domestic Coals, which I have 
subdivided into Black lignite end Brown Lignite. The defin- 
ition of the class is given at the head of the column, You 
will see for the two bituminons coals I distinguish between 
them by the volatile matter, drawing the line at 20 per cent., 
beZow 20 por cont. short fleme bituminous, and above 20per 
cent. long flame bituminous, and the three ronaining classes 
I distinguish by the calorific value; sub-~bituminous, 12,700 
down to 10,700; Bleek lignite 10,700 to 8,200; Brown Lignite 
below 8,200. Down below I have given the areas in which those 
different classes of coal are shown. I have here this map which: 


shows the different clessificationa in the group as they are 


Ne eT eat 


formed, The colored squares are in every case the townships 
from which we have received s@mples; these correspona to the 
exeags in the maps you have already been looking et) He have 
rot Kootnay sreas, bituminous conle, short flame, at Brule, 
Lusear, Nordegg and Cemmore; Long Pleme Bituminous at 
Mountein Park, Cadomin and down in the Crows Nest. You then 
pass on into Belly River series where we have, closer to 
the foothills, the gub~bi tuminous coals, those inolnde 
Lethbridge as sub-bituminous; on beyond that we get the 
domestic coals and just on the extreme eagtern ‘fringe § Cie 
of the rather Low grade domestic coals. I have aigferentiat— 
ed from the others by. calling them br own ignites. 

0 Theat is e splendid chart. — . 

4 het chart, of course, 1a being eadea to ell the time, I 
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might explain at this point thet in the early days we were 


endeavoring to get our semples taken representing the larger 
Producing mines. During the lost few months, since this 
wou'ls has reached thig point. we have been endeavoring by — 
co-operation with the Mines Branch, to get samples from 

Ga mony of the out-Lying BluAlloy mines ay ponain.¢; in other 
words, to make the map as camplete os we can. 


Those townships you show, in some cases, reyesent one 


antlysis and gome cases 8 number? 


some cases eighty or & hundred. 


You just put cases from which you had any analysis? 
Yeu; the table at the end shows the snalynie for every 


township. These analyses, of course, acre not eoumercial 


samples because they are 811 with adjusted ash. 
Now let us hear about adjusted ash; I wee poling to suk you 


that. 


hy point is this. supposing, for example, you might get 


a sub-bituminous coal that happened to heave a very Low 

ash with © such hicher cslorific value than bituminous 

coal that happened to have 8. high ash, yet the wub-bituminous 
coal is really a Lower grade than the vd tuminous coal. 


Por setual purposes of coupiletion ~ ? 

oh, for actual prectical purposes, clean wub-bi tuminons 
“would be better then dirty bituninous, but for closuitica~ 

tion pur poses the intrinsic clessifications of the eo@l con- 
if ditions woula be reversed, | 
| Gon 3 you work ‘fron your rouults to ‘the commercial ate in 
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Higar stansfield 

any direct way? You have gota map there which shows 4 
tovn chip with a certain class of conl in it, put there 
because you have adjusted ash, If, as a matter of fact, 
there is no ¢c@l in that township that has that kind of ost : 
No, thet is not a comnercial ~ that ise & classification map 
not & commercial shipment map. 
Would there be any way of a direct arithmetic relation 
between ~ ~ What is your aah adjusted to, what percentare? 
Adjusted to 10 per cent. Sbh. 
And if you had coal in that same township with 20 per cent. 
fash could you work it out arithmetically what calovific 
value it hes? 
Yes, we can wack it ont very closely, at any rate, & straight 
proportion to the ash; for this reason, it is not commonly 
understood exactly what is meant by ash. Ash is what is 
left when col is burned and that ie what the chemist ascer~ 
teins but the mineral impurities, when the coal is weirhed, 
do not remain the same when the coal has been burned, The 
mine@al impurities usually weigh more than the ash that is 
Left but the men that is buying the coal is interested in 
what he has rot to shovel out at the end. Roughly speaking, 
the mineral matter throughout weighs 1,1 tines the ogh. 
10 per cent. more than the ash? 
We heve found cases where it is more like 18 per cent,more, 
but 10 per cent, is & good average. | aa 
To cane back to this point of using edjusted ash, can you 
work directly from 4%? Is it a siaple equation between actual 
coal that has 20 per cent. ask and your theoretical value 
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ddgar st ansfiel d 

here? 
The calorific value of two sauples of the seme coal with 
the different ash will be directly proportional to the 
weight of the pure coal; for example, if you have one coal 
with,say, 10 per cent. ash and another coal with 20 penident. 
ash, I would say,on an average estimation, one coal had 11 per 
cent, mineral matter and the other 22 per cent. mineral matter; 
to convert it to mineral matter sad the 10 per cent. Then I 
would Bay the calorific value is a8 100 minus 11 is to 100 
minus 22. 
That being so, then, there is real value to your theoretical 
determination of the coal? | 
Yes: of course, we always make our analyses on the actual 
determinations and we have on our files 811 these analyses. 
This yarticular work weg done siaply for classification of 
conls from the economic point of view. Of course, we want 
+o know how clean the coal is, what its ash content is. 
Well, if you d44 not bring it to a etendard ash content you 
could not make your compari sn? | 
Hot make the conperi son, no» 
{ can understand that but, om the other hand, dealing with it 
from the practical comiercial point of view, this resulting 
map is not of direct value? That one is adjusted ash, is it? 
Those are all adjusted ash, yes. 
Well, doey the ash content vary greatly within townships? 
Oh, yes, it will very fran day to dey in the same mine. 
4nd its calorific value with ere ash vary from day to 
ve in the seme mine? 
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Ho, that is remarkably steady. That is a feature of the 
pure coal and the other is & question of the care taken in 
mining ot tke particular part of the mine it is from ana how 
easy it is to remove the impurities. 
Well, this is based originally on analyses of actual coal 
and you drow your calculation afterwards? 
Yess 
But you have not plotted « 2 
IT have not plotted the elemonts, no. 
~ the actual occurrence anywh ere? 
That is the way I keep my files in my own records. That, for 
example ig the Crowsnest area: there is & map showing it; 
those red dote show the positions from which we received 
samples, That is the analysis of the sample as received with 
the township locavion there. That is analysed as from the 
mine, then it ig air fried and that is the analysis of the 
ary coal, 


Which are the adjusted analyses? 
those. 


* None of/These are the originel analyses. - 


Then you reduce all those to 10 per cent. seh? 

Yeu, ixouse ey i reduce it to a percentage of 10 per 
cent, mk on the ary eoal basis; 1% means 10 per cont. of 
ezh on the a@ied coal but I then state it on the moisture 
of these ag mined? TI might explein the grouping of the 
analyses ino small district. xix IY gould get a typical 
analysic for it. We did that in our gra 4nnuel Report, what 
we call ea typical anelyess {ages 62 mad 63), At the time 
we drew that table up we hed very trivial and very small i - 
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Bdgar Stansfield 

information coapared to what we have got at the present 
time. 

Q Are you going to do this again? 

| A We ere going to do it again thie year, 

OMISSION WHEATLEY: - Saortly? 

A dust ag soon ag I can, I heave got my annual report to do 
now ana then thet will follow directly after that. 

Q It would be fine up-to-date material to huvasoea Tt will 





be up-to-date information when weoget it, yos. 

i, CHAIRMAN: Well, now, la, Stansfield, that has taken you pretty 
well over the work you have been doing, hasn't it? 

A Yes. 

> Is there anything else you want to add to it? 

| A Noe | 

THE CHATMAN; Thank you very auch. We expected lir, Stutchbury this 

afternoon and we kept the whole afternoon for him but I 

have & note that he cannot be here. Is there anyone here 

who has cae ready to tell us something we would like to 

know who 4g not on the regular programme for later? If 

not, we my 88 well adjourn. Tomorrow we have arranged 

for other poople to be here. 


li. Stansfield handed in the Mret General Report 
of the Ignite Utilization Board of Cansds, 
gid report marked SHIBIT 13. 


Adjourned until 10 o'clock \.M, Wednesday, May 6th. 
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Howard Stutchbur 


May 6th, 1925 - 10 o'clock A, uM. 
@9 eoeouee se 
HOWARD STUTCHBURY, | 
Being called as a witness, and duly sworn, was examined by 


Your present position is ? 

Trade Commissioner, for the Government of Alberta, 

How long have you held that position? 

Since 1920. | 

Had you any previous connection with such matters? 

Oh, yes, in s@lesmanship ond that sort of thing, prior to 
the war] 

Any direct connection with the coal business before? 


HO» 
Will you please tell us in your own way the activities of 


you Department with reference to the coal industry of the 
Province. 

Do you want that historically, lr. Chairman? . 

I think it would be well to traee briefly the history. 
Well, in 1920 when I was asked to take this over my first 
effort was toward the Winniper market, believing that was 
naturally and geographicallycourse, and we studied that for 
sone time and decided that, in order thet we might have a 
possible chance in that market, we should have an office in 
Winnipeg in charge of a fuel engineer who coula educate the 
public into the use of Alberta coals. It wight be well to 
soy, iv, Chairman, that prior to that time Winniper was Glmost 
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Howard st utehbury 

entirely in the hands of the Auerican fuel dealer and the 
market was controlled by the American operator, perheps the 
most highly competitive market in Caneda, There are large 
surplus stocke dumped on the docks both of Fort William and 
Duluth ana they need that market so that we have had @ con- 
tinual fight. 

What steps did you take then, in 19207 

Well, first we demonstrated as far as we possibly could 

the value of Alberta coals, their flexibility, the advantage 
that the consumer might have in using our coals in preference ; 
to the coals he had formerly used. That was done by way .of 
Leotures, by way of dasonstration, by way of reneral publicity, 
bocause my own opinion ie that you cahnot sell coal or anything 


else on sentiment, The value unst be there. Sentiment is not 


seem SUR SAEs 26S? eS st; _. 


an &rgusent, national sentiment ig not an argument; you may® 
use it after you have demonstrated that the goods you have 
+o sell are es good as the other feliow's but 1t is not an 
argument witil you have demonstrated that. ney 
You say “we"; in Winnipeg was lr, Pratt « 

To, hats Hy de wag in cherge at the beginning, Mr. Mark Hyde, 
and later ur, Pratt. 

Do you know just when bit » Hyde = - 

irs Hyde went in ~ we oneness that office, I think, in October, 
1920. 

And he wae there how Long? 

-Hoe - s-sth22-there;-ho wae there, ; nce about a dagen: am a 
helz. ise 

: ana ‘then follonea = 7 
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| Howard stutehbury 

By Mr, Pratt, lr. G. R. Batt, and later we added another 

fuel engineer, Mr. Butchart. 

Is he still there? 

He is still there, you. Mr, Butchart was special ly trained 

for the position in the University here. 

Could you tell us just briefly the practical eteps you took 

within this tine in Winnipeg? 

Well, as I say, it was by demonstration, by publicity, by 

illustrated lectures; those lectures, I may say, were 

directed to certain definite interests; that ig, once a week 

we would lecture to the engineer, the engineer in charge of 

large plants; another night we would have the engineer who | 

was algo a janitor: he wag really & glorified fireman, ond 

the type of material that he got was le@s technical, Then we 

tried to edueate the householders, We had public lectures 

but el. the time we were dinning into them by way of liter-. 


TWO FLA PAIR 


ature and other material the advantage of burning Alberta 
coal, not because it wes Alberta etal nor Canadian coal but 
because it would give equal satisfaction, We have never ee 
the fleg in our campaign, 

What othe functions does this office perforn? 

Nothing but coal. 

But with reference to coal beyond publicity? 


dapposing e firemmn had difficulty with the coal, he 


felt he was not getting 811 the satisfaction he ought to 
get out of it, our office was at his service; either ur, 
tratt or lr. Butchert would go and work perhaps two or 


_ three days in that plant, study the plant, find out if there 
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_— “Howard stutehbury | 
was & plant condition that wou detrimental to our coal 
or correct, if it was possible to ret mfficient interest 
on the part of the engineer in charge, his wrong methods, 
Apart from 811 those things, dia you collect data as 
to the consumption of cosls in Wunipes? 
Oh, yes. | 
ive those been published in the reports? 
Oh, yee, they are part of our amual report. ur. Drott 
makes & report which ta incorporated into the Mines Branch 
report every year. 
You give as complete date ss you have of the total con- 
sumption of all kinds of coal in Winnipeg? 
As near as is possible. WW is very difficult to get a com 
plete data on the imported coal. | 
Well, so much for the Winnipe; market; what other ectivities 
have your Devertaent in referaice to coal? 
Well, we have endeavored to ret into the Ontario aarkete 
Will you please tell us the story of the Ontario market. 
That is ae long story. Freipht ie largely the factor in the 
Ontario market, freight and cost of production. We are a 
long way away. I think Alberta coal suffers more from 
geography than anything else, in fect, Alberte itself 
suffers from geoorraphy in all ite markets. We are s Long 
way away from any merket and, in 1922 I think 1t was, we 
arranged to have three or four cars of Alberta coal shipped 
down to Ontario just to find out whether the people there 
were interested, Ih 1923 ~ ~ 


Pardon me a moment, What coal was shipped in 19227 
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Howerd stutehbury 


All domestic coal. 

Where fran? 

From Saunders, from here, from Drusholler and, I think, 
Coalspur. | 

And to whom was it shipped? 

Theat was shipped largely to government officials down © 

there and distributed by thom 

Then, in 1923? 

th ere was another special shipment after that through the 
8ayonton Journal - through the co-operation of the ddmonton 
Journal, the Ottewa Journal, the London Free Press, the 
Hamilton spectator and the Toronto ster, Thet coal was adis- 
tributed practically free to consumers es far aw it would 

go. They shipped that out in about quarter ton Lote. 

Do you mean these newspapers paid the cost of the coal and 
the freight? 

No, the freight was paid by the Government; the cos was pat 
for by tho mines, 

Whet 44a the newspapers do, then? 

The newspapers undertook all the digribhtion ond the adver~ 
tising and they conducted a very wonderful campaign ell through 
the Saet on the national advanteces of Alberta coal end it is 
due ‘© that campaign thet there is so much interest in Ontario 
today. 

How such was shipped in ar 

About 20,000 tons. 


QQ Un dor that scheme? 
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Howard stutehbury 


Oh, mo, that was in 1922. 
I misunderstood you; I thought the newspaper was in 1923, 
No, two lots went dadwm in '22; one under the newspapers 
and the other frau the Governnent. 
Those were sual] shipments? 
Siall shipments, simply demonstration shipmentg; end then 
there was & demand in Ontario from all over and the Canadim 
Na tional agreed to move up to 16,000 tons, I think it was, 

t $7.00, | 
That was in 1923? 
That wag in 1923, as a matter of fact I think the hipuoents 
went up to about 20,000 tons. 
$7.00 freight? 
That was a blanket rate from any point in Alberta to any 
point in (nteario: that was not for the purposes of denon 
strating the cost of shipment but for the purpose of further 
demonstrating the coal to the public of Ontario, That wag 
followed up, Mr. Svans, by & publicity csapnign. I went 
down Sastcand through lir, McIntyre, who is the chairman of — 
the Fuel Comaittee of the Cansdian ianufsacturers Association, 
& series of meetings 211 over Ontario was arranged the pre- 
ceeding sunmer end the Manvfsoturers ds sociation travelled | 
with us. We had an average of five, sometines six, aaehe “44 
ings 8 day, motoriny 21 over Ontario. We followed the coal 
and went to a great wany places where there wag no coal. 
thet coal was shipped a under that arrangement, whet kinds 
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Is there any/ co 


sia Howard stutehbury 
Coals from samders Creek area, from the Coalsapur area, 
froa Drumheller and the Clover Bar, | 
What aia it cost in each case, f.0.d. cars here? Have you 
those figures? 
The price waried;the price from here, I think, there was 
no definite arrangement as to pices. There is this yeer. 
It was the market price at the mine, practically, the 
then morket price, 
Then the &7. freight rete added to that - 
The o7. freight rate added to that. 
And how was the coal distributed in Ontario? 
The coal wag sold there from 13. to “14.60. 
Which quelity sold at what? 


| 
2 

' It 41d not depend altogether on quality, kr. fvans,at that 
( 


time: it was largely | question of local conditions; at 

some of the smaller places the pice was auch lower than it 
was in the city. | 

The pice 13. to $14.50 was the retail price delivered to 
the ¢ onsumer ? | 

Yes, delivered, from the retailer; and in the smsller towns, 
of course, where there was only ome car or two cars they | 
ehowing the 

at the uine , the price to She dealer 

and the price to the consumer? 


distributed jain off Cm es. 


Yes, thet can be prepared. 
Have you those results for 19237 
You, I can give you those. 


a think we renga have that. 
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Howard stutehbury 


COMA T5 SION WHA TL EY: thet wag the results of the three kinds of coal 


going down there, kr. Stutchbury? 

Well, now, there wag & good deal of diversity of pat utaea In 
B00 places they liked our local coal better then any other; 
other places they liked the harder coal from the foothills 
egantry, but the thing that seemed to appeal to people 

down there was the flexibility of these high volatile, 

Light fae cOals; they are smudkeless, 

Just precisely what do you moan by flexibility? 
You can get a fire when you want it. Wi th anthracite you 
heve to putida @ very large fire of wood, hard wood, and 
get @ real fire; unless it hae pretty careful attention it 
will go Outs You have got to go through the same process 
ggein, of a large wood fire, before you set another decent 
fire. With our Lighter coals a fire can be built very 
easily. they had heat when they wanted it and when they 
aia not want 1% it was off and yet the fire did not go out. 


COMMISSIONER WHAATLSY: Seeing there is a wide difference between the 


Coalgpur coal and the Edmonton coal, would it not be likely | 
to create some confusion? 7 
Oh, that ts confusion that will be & antter of education 1f — 
we pet thet . mark ete | 

Weil, would 1% not susiet to use the best grades in Mastern 
shipments? | hs 
th ot are you going to do afterwards a £ the cost is too high 
and if we get @ rate - supposing we get a rate of $7.00, 
there is bound to be, a SAREE Ore, éa between fields, 
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1s CHARMAN; A differential in the freight rate? 

A. Oh, yes, there isa differential now between the coals 
from the Coalepur and coals frrm Drumheller or Clover Bar 
or Lethbridge. | 

SOMMISSTONSR WHEATLSY: Them is also 6 differential in the grades? 

A... hy. YORe 

Q Thet is a factor in introducing conl, is it not? 

A It ie, but eg I say, I was in Peter borongh on my last trip 
and I wastalking to one gentleman there who got sone, I think 
it was Clover Bar cool. He stys,"that is the most wonderful 
coal I ever burned in my 1ife, I hnve been handling coals 
oe a fireman and 1 think I know something about 1%. I can 
get more heat, more actual value out of a ton of this coel 
than any anthracite I ever burned." 

THE CHAIRMAN; That 1s, a ton of Clover Bay coal, he got more heat than he 
could out of anthracite? 

A. Yes. Now, he had tried Saunders; saunders did not appeal to 
him, It ie lergely e matter of personal opinion. | 

COMMISSIONSR WHEATLZY: It is & fickle thing if you can compare Clover Bar 

with anthmacite . Oe 
That is exactly the condition you are up against. there ie 
this to de said, that the climatic conditions of Onterio 
are entirely different to those of the went. There is @ humid 
i ty there thet keeps the coal apparently 2+ the pint of sat- 

uration; there is not. the breaking down there that we have 

tae with the seme type of coal in Winnipeg. | 

Eh strixes fe i, Stutchbury, that when you esodntrodaeine 
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Howard stutehbury 
coal into a field, domestic coal at that, that you would 
introduce our choicest grades, 
A Would you suggest that the government refuse to allow any 
other coal but, say, mummers and Coalspur? 
2 Not at some later date but in introducing the coal I think 
it would be essential to select the best. 
\ A You have got every f4ela down in Ontario now with salesmen; . 
every mine that mines coal in Al berta ig mining the best coal | 
thet is mined in Alberta, every operator, 
Yes, I presume 80, and it will bring confusion as & results 


ee 


A How are you going to avoid 1%? 
0 By sending one of our best grades. 


Now, there is # condition that obtained An Winnipes. They say, 
(in my exper lence? 


"Mat is your best grade/ I don't wang anything else." If 





this coal goes down he wants twenty tons of Clover Bar COBl. 
2MssIONRQ DRINNAN; Im Winniper, Mr. Mutchbury,dees mundors Creek or 
Conlspur sell for more than Clover par? | 
Yew. | 

Ten't that a very out indigation of the ~iaee 

Oh, yes, and in Onterfio the same woy; it selis for a lower —~ 
price, Clover iar G0 OB» | 
[f CHAIRMAN; In the 1923 shipment, you. wata the mice aid not vary with 

| the quality. oe ; 
Well, in woe aan yess “tn the City of London, where they 


had every variety, there was @ distinet difference in price. 

we have done this, ioe Chairmen: In ou Ontario campaign we 

have given certain coals 8 cortein standard number, berinning 
at the ¢ top, and have published definitely the reason why this 
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de Bo. and this is No.2. 


Have you got a copy of those? 
Yes, I will be glad to file those, the reason why those 
aifferentials are made. 


OUMISSIONR WHEATIUY: On account of the 3B.T.U, value, I suppose? 





It is not always ® question of B.T.U. 
What ts the factor? How do you grade, then? 
We have based it, of course, here on the B.T.U, basis 
but the value of & Goal is not alweyy in ite B.7.U. that hes 
been our experience. It iy largely a matter of practice; 
it is not the heat that 1s in the coal, it 1s the heat that 
you can pet out that ig the value in the coal; I am speék- 
ing non-technically; T am not a teehnicel mn at ali but ” 
ere ‘gpeaking by resnite. 
I see your points. ‘You will be verifying your grades? 
Yes. We have been by Mr. Pratt's education and litereture. | 
The point about this is that you have conlsA.,B.,G., which 
on an inherent heat value plus practice, as you sey, plus 
efficiency - 
Which is the bigrest PLUS. | 
~ of its consumption put which does not vary ae between 
Alberta and Ontario materially unless there is eoucthing — 
in this hunt dity areument that you spook of? * 
Oh, nO. 

$,on inherent qui ty plue practice, ts worth, we will ne 
voy, for example, $60 a ton here, Booed, the ning; i is 
worth §5+ 8 end "or te worth te 
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Howard stutohbury 


Right. 
2 Now, you ada $7. © ton to each of those and get them 

down there + | 
4 Yes, and your top cosl could not sell at ell. 
They could not - 
Because the price rv the factor. 
Coal "A" 46 intrinsically worth 50 per cent, wore than 
Coal "Cc" ? : | 
Theoretically intrinsically. 
No, I have taken the practical end of it, too. I have 
taken the value of the coal plus the amount of thet value 
that you ean realize in the particular type of consumption. 
Well, that is largely © matter of the individusal fireman. 
Well, allow ell for thet, 4f you like. 
Then you get back, kr. inva, to the price basis. Now, the 
. condition. in ontario is thig: There ig not any question 
that, due to the caupaign thet Alberta has pat on in 
“Ontario, the American operators sre fearful of loging the 
market. Let me give you an instance. At the meeting of 
the Ontario Fuel Dealers @ few weeks fo Mr, Williams, the 
Vice-President of the Hudson River Coal Coupany,was there 
wpe@king on hebalf of the anthracite interests and he was 
almost tearful in his talk to them, thet if the Government 
wer@ going in any way to Qesist the movement of Alberta 
coal into Ontario they were going to lose 411 their market 
and that was a very dreadful things It was eo reguler sob 
story, the pitiful condition st the anthracite interests — | 
neeee bah in 4z facia reat were tekken away. end there wos 
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very evident fear in his wind that that was what wae 
going ‘to happen if we got & PEG» Then he. went on to 
back his arguaent up and to say why they were ent ttled 
to the loyalty of the Ontario dealer. He said, “Look here, 
we have to operate twelve gonthe in the year in order to 
take care of your market. ‘The poor miners in the anthra~ 
cite field have no time to pley @olf or enything else; they 
have 40 work twelve wonths in the year. 


3OuL Tos TONGR WHEATLEY: I would imagine it is | splendid market for them? 


Ch, yes} ‘because of that, Oe I way, of our campaign down 

there they have reduced the Rte gi id paterially. Regerd- | 
ing the introdue tion of Weleh /eoal into liontreel lest year , 
the price of American anthracite ar opped from 018. ‘to $15. 
in one week. The wice of American anthracite in Ontario 
now ig from $14.25 to $14.75 es against $18. and $19. two 


years 8g0. 


De you know if they can cote down still further in ‘Sha? 


price? — 

Oh, they are certainly going to fight, yes; but the wioe 
has got to be the ruling fac tor down there, — Fa 
With this new price of $14.60 what chances have our col 
of competing? 

We have eet to be in anh under thet mice. | 

Under $1d,? aes 

Yew, unier the enthrees te erica, whatever 4t Lue of 
course - - let we “interrupt_you, lr. Drinnan, In the 


exer towne, the wrice for anthracite ie 8 Little 


“higher. I om seeing: now of ‘Toronto, or London, or 


Pai bate se aad, a 
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Hamilton. 

What I am petting at is, what differential wll there 
have to be between the selling price of Alberts coal 

and the selling price of anthracite? 

Oh, from 50¢ to 91,00. — 

Is thet ell? And in your opinion the Alberta coals 

are practical ly of equal value to the anthracite? | 
I think they are better valuethan the present anthracite. 


P COMMISSIONER WHEATLUY; A very poor grade, we infer from that, of 





PHS CHAIRMAN; 


anthrecite that is coming over? 

Oh, yes, 1t ts running frou 25 to 35 per cent, ash. 

That would account for that sob story of that gentlemin's 
to get rid of his anthracite coal? 

Oh, yee. 

I notice the Puel Comaittee of Canade ssid it would be 
unreasonable, uneconomical to try to compete with central 
American coal. What 4g your sentiment towards that? 
Well, I have not yet been able to discover the basis 

for their ereument. They spoke without knowledge of 
conditions at all, without knowledge of Alberta coal. 

ir, Stutehbury, have you on record anywhere the actual 
analysis of the anthracite that is coming into Onterio, 
of the B.T.U.'s? 

Oh, yes, T have e number of thom, 

Could you let us have those? © 

Yes; but there again, Let me give you another illustra- 
tion, but speaking entirely in ® non-technical way. The 














eo baie 





(ftw Intdnene2t ee ainelte a a wakieea ne ‘¥ Youn 
Hato ef tottts 3 3 sat itog nat nopited ¢ od OF ovad ~ 
‘otha: welt te oor ty gt, fiw 4 
OS ae ‘08 
ttoo: wttodts add in otnkege sano ae bow thts tad bat ae 
Tov iontitaa ode em kar ‘beaow te oh race ta 


| wthoowe ts tases wr ont ried 













“ge 20 wads BoOucs ee oy state pio my ‘ee 
P x : pt | Fmvo gated at ted “ef ton nits “a 


% 


Es eed tio tor de OP as Lat pitts at tt 189% 80 2 a 
a! mane Hues dad? Yo yum 6 ou Shad ‘tot ‘tnsoens teow tad? Ls 

: é "laos -@ roads oat te © i toa, ot 
. | “0% do. os 
. Bs et Sivew $k jios sen hy vedt baad feat edt + eakvon ca p 





ok 





has 


JA ry s as 








4, 


Benet 


> S&S & @ P 


ite’ | 
Howard stutehbury 


anthracite coal has no flexibility at all. 
I may remark you are coining 8 new use of the word © 


"flexibility" but we understand what you mean by it. 


Well, we have had to use that; that is one of the great 
values and charias of our coalg in Ontario, the fact that y 
you can do almost anything you like with it. There are 
certain fixed factors in the use of anthrecite, | 


| SOMMISSTONER WHRATLEY: fhe difference between the volatile of our's 


and the non-volatile of Pennsylvania? 

Yes, with this advantage, that you can get all the heat 
there is in Alberta coal out but you cannot get ail the 
heat there is in anthracite out. 7 
Well, there is lots more to be got out, Mr, sStutehdury, 
is there not? | 

Out. of anthracite? 

Yes 

Oh, yes, Af you change your conditions and burn it under 
blast furnace; conditions, perhaps, but not under domestic 
conditions. 


COMMISSIONS? DRINNAN: What does American anthracite sell for in 


Winni peg? 

It ig welling for $18. now. 
And Alberta cobls? — 

From 11.50 to 14,00, 


| And how do you account for the difference in price there? 


4 Lower freight rate. va 
I beg pardon? ve havo Boy 4 
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Oh, well, we have been in that uarket Long enough for 

the people to have studied the coal that they want. 

Don't you think, 4f in a highly competitive market like 

Winnipeg anthracite cos1 can sell ot $6. more than Alberte 
coal, the same thing would exist in Ontario, 6nd it will 
eventually come to that, thet the Alberta cool would have 
to sell for considerably less then the enthracite? 

It might; but they got a whole lot better anthracite in 
Winnipee than they get in onterdo. 

Of course, thet 1s © condition that can be remedied? 

Yes: 1% 18 8 question whether they can remedy it to any 
material extent. eae 

Well, it @epends on how competitive the btusimss becmies? 
That is quite true, too. I think ow worst competitor in 
Ontar4o and Winnipeg today is coke, not anthracite coal. 
Turning now to coke; what is the price of coke in the 

Eest to-day? 

615,00. That is by-product coke. 

How would the best grade of Alberta coal that goes to 

Ontario compere with that? 

well, people like it better. You again come back to- 

your flexibility; eoke has meny of the cheracteristies 
that anthracite coal bay fine under low temperature con- 
ditions. 

Of course, thet silen of personel likes and dislikes 

‘applies mostly to the domestic market? 

Oh, yee. Ch, we have not attempted to get into the steam 
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market because you can buy the best American stem. coal in 
Toronto for from 6.50 to 47,00 a ton, and at our present 
cout of produetion here, why, we have no hope of Ontario — 
or even Winniper unless we can got & lower cost of yrodue tioy 
in the steam fields we cannot compete . 3 

9 You sa4a a moment ago you had defined and were going to 
give 1s & copy of the Alberts coals, Coal No.l to ~ how 
many grades? ) 

A Four or five prades; there is not a very waterial differ~ 
ence between each. 

0 In your opinion, what price to-day would Grade 1, 2, 3, 4, 

- pespectivély command in the Ontario market os against cokes 

at £15., anthracite at $14.? 

A I think we have got to get cos down to a arewn, of 

3.50 & ton on the cars. 

. Wor which grade? 
For your best prade. 

Q That does not directly answer my question, I want to know 
the wice in Onterio and we will work it out from that, 
That is 3.50 ot the mine. 

A It should sell to the consumer in Onterio from (12. to 
$13., not more than $13, meximum, 

Q $13, retails ‘Let us work beck. You have 3,50 at the © 
mine, Whet freight rate are you figuring on? 

A We ave trying to get & 6,50 freight rate, — 

) Theat is °¢10, and you are nn $3, for distribution 
in ‘ontario? 





‘/. hy ¥ bas = \ 
beets Bee inet? O50) Cae 5 ’ y 
4 » ets Ka poh ae dis ay . ‘ 
A Renin Nia A Bed Aha ae Ts OP ee hd f, 





ike aaton & og bas. houkked Sad HOY RA: shato i 3 Okie 2O! 
, Pwo + at Lol fied a lede atradha i? tee s an vets | 






















P ineens vty «tin uk a samen & 2 

: ge ink, ale en). Snow (abot soto sbatthe cukota: wor at as 

few tits bees tr £ ue foxxen of carak. oat rT pasoweo ‘yloviteeqaes - Be: 

‘AEE 9 obhgouitun ysAthte | 

he gmdzam o of awe Lage * fon, a? tog e vad ow ant T wh . : ¥ 
 9et00 ode ng, ane Oat ae 

. | re tued. a0, - aot 4 
— of tnaw f= .nohtsoup yim me tor tom ween teste | 

, _steds moxk ano? ., 


















~l2l- 
Howatd stutchbury _ 

Yes, and it cannot be done for much less, 
‘That is your best prade? | 
This must be reuembered, in the Ontario market, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the bulk of the coal there has to be packed; 
sacks and sacking cost money. You cannot get lane deliver~ 
ies 8s we have here; you cannot put four or five tons on 
a load and dump it in the cellar, You have cot to wack it 
ell and probably carry it over the Lot and dump it. 
Do you know what they charge & ton, actually, for deliver- 
ing? | | 
Oh, that varies as to the distance it has to be carried. 
Between what limits, do you know? 
No, I haven't that. | | 
Well, that is for your best gebade, Now, what difference 
must there be between the other grades to get them on 
the uarket? | 
That woulda depend lergely on the consumer, egein. 
Well, I submit, Mr, Stutehbury, that thet first iupression 
that you speak of, will not stand up against the real 
difference in value received. 
Oh, ‘no, perhaps not, but I think, lr, Chairuan, that we 
are not yet in @ position to aay whe te that difference 
shail be; we mn be & ‘UttLe lever but we are not now in 
a pout tion. 
well, we have been burning the different ecals locally 
end they have beon burning them in Winnipeg? 
Yew. 
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| | Howard stutehbury__ 

Q Ana they have waked to @ relation of levels there? 

A ‘They will graduelly work to a relation of levels there 
but what thet relation ip at the present time you siuply 
could not define; I would not care to define it. 

Q You do not think it would be safe enough to take the e. 
relation between Alberta coals on the Winnipeg mark et? 

A Ho, the clisatic ana other conditions are entirely differ- 
ent in Onterio to whet they are in Western Cenads , That 
wilt be & matter of two or three years study before you can 

| make any definite statement. 2 

| COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Well, in view of that experiuent, would it not be 





best to start with one of our best grades and come into 
the experiment at a later ate? 

A If you do that ontivedy you are not going + get into 

| the nerket at elle 

Q Well, if the experiment which you speak of de a foalure, 
then ell of it ie? | | 

a No, not necessarily; the whole thing comes back to price 
fector. You cannot pay $6, 8 ton for coal here, or $65. 
a ton for coal and $7. freight and get people intereated. 


down there. 
THE CHAIRMAN; If your $6.00 coal here As worth, we will BOY, 26 per cont. i 
more then _ coat that dee can bay here for $080. oe Ay ih 
A Yew. | rane 
: sooner or later ‘tye wane Seen tena ey wid, gatediich, toot 
down there? me | ” 


a 
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Baad You, it will potwenty eutablish itself but you sre not 




















’ ’ * p ¥ / y _ i p 
Yes OTR a BOONE 
wie eles part te ART rR eR Fh ER 8 le CD 







ei hss | yon bid 
Tore? aferel to, nabteceet a of bose + ota ‘yet ban > 
Petey a fayot ho nad? Bios, o ot i De esate) sae waa 1. 
Berghe 2 





sti en Lieb ot otaa ton bin ow r yoarten Pr b. vot : 


6 


a hy x 


es it eaat os deysorte : cel ai bieow $2 mabe tox ab pox 


WaT 


| Moa hin ISK cronttl ode Me aLaco atmed tA agent od sobtater 
clonks to. ets Bote s Stoo tose fest attant ts ott at 


b Deett , ahs) wieduel «at os “cout fant of okentao “nt tae ae 
ay “a 3 i ‘4 ‘ 4 Rae se iy oy. By ey ; i he 
ON0ING, YOR ALAoy sors ‘ “ge 0 ‘ro a os tthe a 


“= 


«Sasi? a ot inten we oxen 
! $f bigew jdm Poa gate 4% wiv ak tl :RtTAMHN 
OFil asod bie aebsty ae "0 5 aun Aid hw inata ot aod | A 


’ iy y ee" 
Tov ab redo 4 fa ¢uomtaegne edt 









4 GiNl Toy 6? gikog For ets ad vtortone tat 08 sO x ei ae 
. ‘ if Pan ae “ie 3 Sub Mes Sink / if ‘ a 
te to texoean 
eens See Re Relais Oey ; dokste @seatogee edt ME ‘ie : | 
: : j ’ ua. } wh jet i seh ® <a Oe ei RES -"t Ws 





i Gad #8 80 tte a 
et ast a ba te oa yy £2 ¢ i, a Gi i / 
bt poe of Howd equce grtaiit sede oat eLPamaasoen toa jo * 
| a 0 yates Luo 70% Roe a at wea tonsa “ot avateat 


x sh ape a i ERE OR | i aN RR EN rN ie Melce. 
Bs lala Bixoog 29% baw: ates = a Lave oe eee 










me Ba 


“Li b= 
| | Howard _stutchbury 
going to get the public of Ontario interested enough to. 


even try the experiment if they have got to pay more for 
4%; they sey, “I am doing very well as I om ot this price, 






why should I poy more for on exper iment?" 

MAISSTONSR WHEATLEY; From your remarks now there ia something in what 
this Fuel ana Sngineering Committee waid ~ it wos unr eagon- 
able end uneconomicel 7 | 

A No, I am not willing to admit thet, lr. Wheatley. 

We have got to start with our very worst coal on account of 
4te cheapness in order to establish it? 

A I 44a not say our very worst cOnls 
Well, that is the cheapest, invariably; if price is a 
fae tor? 

A I say that - I did say this and I think 1% will bear 
reiteration, that the cost of production must be very much 
‘Lower 4f we are going to get into that market abi. How thet 
cost of production is going to cone, I aa not prepared to 
BBY s but 4t must come if Weare poing to have @® larger serket 

! onywhere. 

7 COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Why try the experiuent until we get the cost of 
production down? | 

& Well, Mv. Drinnan, are you going to get a lower cost of 
production until you have a larger warket? It ig volume 
produetion that reduces you" production costs, volume of 

production of anything. | 

COMISSTONUN WHRATLM: Have you had this under consideration since there _ 

es was @ revision in wage rates? . | 

Yeo 
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Howard stutech bury 

Is it wking any material difference? 
I think it will mke a difference in the Winnipeg market 
for steem coal but it has not affected our domestic fiela 
to any material extent yete 
No, 4 has not applied to the domestic field. | 
Now, Mr. Stutchbury, that 20,000 tons in 1923 ereated & 
demand in Onterio? 
It was created an enormous demand in Ontario. Before there 
wes any publication or possibility of 4 movement this yeer 
the Fuel Controller had 90,000 tons applied for. Before I 
Left the Hast he had 127,000 tons applied for. 
When? 
Before I left the Hast early in April. 
Now, will you just tell us the arrangements for this year's 
shipment and explain the Fuel Controller in Ontario « 
The only thing I ean tell you is this, that the original 
arrangement to uove 25,000 tons in train Lote to demonstrate — 
the cost of moving coml in the idle per 108 of railway opera 
tion, thet is, when the grein cers or /aode of equipment 
on redlway operations are idle , end we have an arrangement 
with the Canadian Netional Sailway that they will move coal 
during thet period et the sctunl out-of-pocket operating — 
conte 
Just explein in detail how that is being arranged and the 
mine is shipping coal. Who is paying the mine? who pays 
the railway? and who distributes the coal? 
The distribution of the coal is in the hands of the + 
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| #1 25< 
Howard stutchbury 

stert from the mines, first. 
We have got to start at the othar end, ir, ivans, if you 
will permit me. As I say, there wos an announcenent made that 
25,000 tons or & larger tonnage was expected, 90,000 tons 
jumediately came into Mr. Hllis, the Fuel Controller in 
Ontario. 
Why should it go to him? Whet has he to do with it? 
siuply because it was an arrangonent that was very cakeuk. 
to us; he had mschinery down there whereby he could distribute 
the coal much more readily than wecould. 
What I want to understand is, dhat the Fuel Controller of 
Onterio is, I don't know, 
Oh, what he doos, He acts as & distributing arent for us. 
who ig the Fuel Controller of Onterio? Wheat does he do? 
The Fuel Controller of Onterio has been there just as the 
Fuel Controller of Quebec; he is there perticulerly for use 
when there ig ® shortage of cars or coal. Ontario is 
what they call the eaente fuel area and they have #lways had 
a fuel controller so as to distribute coal when there was 
a coal shortage to see no Village or town was left without 


COB1L.s 


Why did these orders for Alberte coal co to him? 

At our request. 

Thet 4g, you publighed in the Hast orders could be went to 
him? 

That orders would be sent to him; they unke 811 their , 
arrangements down there; there was ® very great advantage 
in having soaebody on the spot. 
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Howard stute hbury 
Q  Temnot questioning the advantages or disadvantages. 


What I want to know, how it was « 
A tt was done at our request and becquse the Ontario Govern- 
ment ere very much interested in this whole movement and 
were amxious to have some part in it. 
That is why he consented to oet? 


2 


A VOB. 
Q But I am trying to gather why the orders went to hin? 
A Simply bec@use we surgested it. 


£> 


But aid you advertise in the Jastern papers and people 

wanting coal knew they were to apply to hin? 

A Oh, yes; 611 the coal that had moved previouslyhad moved 
in that way and the public would naturally auppose it 
would move in the same way this year, 

Q And then he got orders for 90,000 tons? 

A Yos. Neither the Alberta Covernment nor the Ontario 
Government are sélling coal, All the mines in this province 

have done & great deal of advertising down there, & number 
of them have s@lesmen down there: some of them have per- 
manent organizations in the Zagt. When a desler ordered 
coal he ee the mine from which he wished to tees | 
his conl. | 
® Then what heppens? 
lir, Ellis then passes wane orders on to my office for 
distr bution. 

Q That is what I ea ‘trying to pet @teFirst, Bho congumer 
in Ontario has ordered from his dealer and the dealer 
has intimated his needs to the fuel controller and it 

pik has come to you? 
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silt Howard. stutehbury 
A Yew, the desler is billed in the ordinary way by the mine. 
At what price? 
A At 3.50 or whatever the mrice is then current. We set & 
pice for the waste Most of the mines have agreed to a 
price of 3450. 
At whet freight rete? 
$7,006 
If it costs more than that who is going to pay? 
More than which? 
74000 
The aifference is eueranteed by the Dominion Covernuent. 


> £2 


> @ & 2 


fe 


fo the extent only of 8 certain nuaber of cents 9 ton, 
according G6 theo press. 

A Ou first arrangement, we had & very definite arrangement 
that the Dominion Government would gauerantee the railway 
company against loss on this ghipment; the price at which 
the coal was to move under this arrengement was o7, 8 ton 


Whatever Lows there was over and above that was to be 





token care of by the federal governuent., There has appar- 
ently been a chance of policy since that time. I would 
rather the press did not use thie part of mycevidence. 

Q We want to get what the actual errangeniont is now. 

A There ig not any arrangement. 

 COMMISSIONAR WHEATLEY: It is not eusranteed? 

A There is not & guarantee. 

: Tig CHAIRMAN; Well, is coal actually moving now? eo 

Bh: 4 No, nor ean it move until the definite arrengenent which 
rome ontered inte me the federed government is egain 
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Howard stutehbury 


entered into definitely. 

Theat is something that ig quite uncertain at the moment, 
You will be able to tell us about that later, probably? 

LT hope so. The sole purpose of this movement was, as I 
wey, to demonstrate what 1% actually cost to move under 
certain conditions and to find out what the setual wastern 


economic boundary of that movement would be. 


: MATSSTIONSR WHEATLEY: It would depend & good deal upon the volume of 






mH CHAIRMAN; 


business as to what the success of that wonld be? 

Oh, yes, but the volume of business depends on price; it 
@11 comes back to the one factor of price. | 

How many different grades of coal are arranged for thie 
year onder this tentative sche.e? : 

6h, I have orders for cosl from Drumheller, Clover Bar, 
Coslepur, the Pembina-~ Wabamin field, Three Wills, Carbon. 


SOMMIGSIONSR WHAATLSY: Do you think thet is not going to bring confusion 





into the purchasing of this coal and wmtisfastory conclusions 
to be drawn from it? 

In what way? 

Well, eo many varying prades that are being shipped at the 
present time? A man can get two different Loads ané he 

would not be able to establish his mind on -\ws a Spas dens\ 
There ig not & car or ® ton of coml delivered to any con- : 
sumer down thero that he does not fet inforumtion from us, 
educational literature. ) | 
But you can agree there will be confusion if © man gets 


seunders Goal and Three Hills, for expmple?. or ne might 
Yeu, 3 he might Like Three Hille coe : 
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THE CHAIRMAN: Woll, is not that simply another way of seying that the 
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Howard stubchbury 


like Seunders. 
Do you actually think he would like Three Hills soal 


better? 


He might, I em simply giving you the experience of this 
man in Peterborough. | 

Because 4+ might be cheaper, TI presume? 

It might be, In the publishing of results through the 
newspaper shipsent, 811 of the newspapers who di gtributed 
coal in 1922 sent out & questionnaire asking everyone 
who got coal from thea to give them the actual results 
that they got or what they thought they got and it is 
astonishing the veriety of opinion that there wes. 


coal is being consumed by unskilled observers? 

Not altogether unskilled because, ae I say, not a single 
Load of coel went out without very specific instructions 
as to how that coal sould be burned, ‘two or three people 
supplemented their reports by saying that they found they 
had not got all the sstigfaction ~ in thete first report 
they seid they had not got full eetisfaction, them they 
talked to another friend who had taken & Little more 

care in following out the directions which had been 

given them; they sterted over again and supplemented their | 
report by further satisfaction. Cae 


COMMISSIONER DRINNAN; Was there any Three Hills coal or eel from that 


cad shipped in 19237 
a you one ry requests for eny three RAs coal this time? 


ah 
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Hower a stutehbury 


> 


Yes. 


£2 


You got repeat orders for that coal? 

& Ohy yes, & lot of it. 

According to that, Souris is the coal that should be shipped 
down to Ontario, it is much choser to it? 

A That is right. 

MTeSIONSR WHSATLEY: I think it tends to confusion to have so many 
varying grades. 
& Well, are you going to tell the people of Ontario there io 
oniy one grade of coal that is gulteble for Onterio, | 

that is, either Saunders Creek or Coalepur? Are you going 
to say those are the only two coelse that, in the opinion 
of the Government of Alberta, are suitable cosls for ship~ 


sa 





: dent out and damn all the Fea | of E the sredes? 

THe CHAIZSMAN; It seeps to me the only coal/ at the wice plus freight 
rate. cen get down there and compete permanently after the 
advertising campaign is over and everybody hag had time to 
learn by experiences If it is a fact thet, on the basis 
of permanent use, only coals as good as that can compete 
with coke at $15, and anthracite at $14.75, well then, surely 
those are the only coels you should try to sell? 

They, you would epply the same thing to Winnipeg? 
Winnipeg aprlies it to itself; they have established 6 
differential of prices? ) 

h Yes, but they eetoblished it through their own sntsiatnaaas 
we ata not say to Winnipeg in 1920 there are two fields ~ 
well, there aro several fields that Winnipeg can get becawe 

f ; the O.PpRs are moving in there - but if we had wed, There ee 
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Howard stutchbury 
is Canmore, Lethbridge, Coalspur and saunders Creek; those 
are the only coals thet are fit to go down here." Your 
arguuent is no more sound than to Ontario. 
But isn't that e sound - 412, a6 acresult of years in 
Winnipeg they have arrived at thet conclusion 7? 
They have not arrived at that conclusion; there 1s more 
Druaheller coal sold in Winnipeg. 
But at a price? 
At a price but not a very much lower price. 
You told us & mosent ago 1% wos selling in Winnipeg 
from $11, to $14. a ton, Alberte coal? | 
That is perfectly true but I did not sey Drumheller 
coal was selling et @11. You must remember Cardiff coal, 


Tofield coal and Big Velley coal goes down to Winnipeg; 811 of 


those coals go down to Winnipeg. 

What ie Drumheller coal selling for in Winnipeg? 

Prow $12.60 to $13.00. 

Ana whet is O14. coal? 

saunders. 

There is @® relation of 1,50 a iin and 12,50 a ton, is 
roughly 12 per cent, so thet your best grade of Alberta 
coal at $13. would mean that your other grades must sell 
for ten per cente loss than thet? 

Hot necessarily. | | | 

Well, but on the experience in Winnipeg it aust sellfor 
at least ten per cent. less? — 


Yes, gold on & price basis but thet price - - - there ie 


the, cot of FF PONSA factor in that ex werd, there ie 
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“132— SS 
a not anything like the same amount of saunders Creek coal 
g01d in Winnipeg that there is of Druuwheller and the reason 
for that is because it is higher in price, 
Q Well, lit, stutehbury, in the course of your investigation of 
this Ontario market and the expansion there, your one main 
conclusion is that the cout of production must be got down? 
4 No question. | | | 
Q While we have you here before us, have you any sugeestion 
you would like to make, briefly, ae to what generally is’ 
required in comection with the coal industry in Alberte? 
A I might aay this, that in addition to the cost of pro- | 
auction there aust be a a4ifference in the cost of selling. 
Now, it came out in the evidence before the Commisd on 
in Winnipeg that four care of co] pessed through the henis 
of three brokers before 4+ reached the dealer; that costs — 
BOney s | 
“COUMTSSIONSR WHEATLEY: Whet a4a each broker get out of that? 
4 Oh, one, I think, got 5 cents, the other 19; 1t woulda 





amount to 35 or 40 cents. 
Q They never handled the coal, I presnse, just transferred it on? 
A Transferred it, yeu. ag 
THE CHAIRMAN: Have you any suggestion to weke ae to distribution? | 
A Yes, I think the various fields should have a selling : 
pool. It worked out very well to the odvantage of both 
the consumer and operator on the other side; they are 
working well in the sours field tonaay; ell the mines in 
tho souris ‘#te1a, the product of thowe mines are all sold 
2 through one organi rattons 
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Howard stutehbury 
Do you know the exact besis of that arrangenent? 
No, I will have it here ina day or two, I will be glad to 
file it. That will be a confidential document but I think 
I can get permission to file that. 
Have you any definite ideas of your own es to how 8 pool- 
ing arrangement could be worked out? 
Not that I would care to give here but I would be very gled 
to discuss it with the commission. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: I em sure I would be glad to hear any plan that 





‘ vi AK 


Q 


A 
a 


THE CHATR.AAR: 


iia; 


you Might have, ir, Stutehburys 

iy ideas on that subject , I think should be riven just ‘ 
the Board. 

I suppose it is possible to receive ideas in that way. 

I think 1t ie unfear until they are a little more baked. 
Until they are more mature. Well, short of & pooling 
arrangement, io there any other sugrestions for improving 
end cheapening Ustri bution? 

Closing down a number of the mines, which you cannot do « 
The only way you can do it is to adopt your sugrestion and 
say there are only three or four coals in Alberta that 
Ought to be shipped; put the Covernment in that posbtion 
and say, 411 right, veunder s Oreek ond Coalspur can move, 


certain other fields can move; we are not going to Sllow any 


other coalg to move out of here but those coals; thet is, 
to set up 6 zone. If you are prepared to suggest a remedy 
as drastic as thet, then you can mass your production 


3 within a emell erea and ¢et tiocker a low cost of production. 
Ou Tiss TOME TRINKAN: | make at the federal governuent are ening: to be | 
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involved in payment for the movement of the coal, they 
should have some say. in whet coal is going to be moved? 





A Yes. Would you be prepared to say what coals will heve 

to move? | 

‘THe CHAT{MAN; What type of coal ot whet price, I think we might. 

COMMISSTONS: IRINMAN: If I were the Dominion Covernuent, I think I 
would, yes. 

THE WITNESS: Do you think ® politician woulda? 

“COMMIZBIONER WHEATLEY; A fermer doos thet, in regard to ogee. 





A All right; we are doing that now; we are applying cer tein 
standards to certain cosals and the public takes its choice. 
The mblic would not last very long os & consumer with 


&> 


any particular quelity of coal once they had seen there 
was better than they had. 
A I do not know. There are lots of women will bgy near-silk 
stockings instead of slik stockings because of the wise. 
Q Coming down to the mice orsin, 
It is all a question of price. There sre certain dongumbers, 
the publie generally, who heve got just so much money. A 
men with $12, a week cannot buy the stuff that s wan with 
Bec. 8100, & week can buy. one 
THe CHAIRUAN; But your figures does not cerry you thet far. Both type s 
of stockings ere a covering, oe 
a Yes, ana both types of coal do satisfactory work. 
Aht Do they work estisfectori1y? 
They do to the consumer, or he thinks they do, end 
‘after ell it ise foctor, | 
(9 -Tf he te suffering frome wentel illusion in the first 
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ingtance, no matter how inauged = 

A Well, we 811 suffer from sentel illusion from the cradle 

to the grave. | 

Well, not the seme ones, That is the point. 
We have the same thing here. None of us buy any coal but. 
that coal produced right here in this city because of the 
peice. We could buy seunders Creek here; we can buy Leth- 
bridge or any coal that is mined in the province but we 





don't buy it because we can buy this so much cheaper. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; Ts that a good argument for the soning of coal, 
then? 

Absolutely. 

But it would be essentiel that the best went to the wideout 
market? 

Oh, yes, I am quite free to agree with you there, 

But you have not, in practice, done it? 

You cannot. If it cen be shown how it cen be done, why, 
all right. I have eliways advocated zoning of Goel. 

I don't mean that but f thought you were taking up lir, 
Wheatley's last statement, thet the best coal should go to 
the widest market? 

hat can only be done under the zoning system and who is 
going to say thet Clover Bar coel cannot go to sagketoon, 
thet it has got to be sold here? 

Well, that ic a different matter from thig absolutely 
engineered ad arranged invasion of the Ontario market. 
There yor were in control, surely? 

Not altogether. You have cot 6 great nusber of dealers down 
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Howard stutehbury 


there and & great nuaber of people who know the West. 

A gentleman brought me in ® letter the other day from ea 
little town in Onterio; the man had been out here on & visit, 
a brother of this chap, and had seen this coal burning out 
here, He wanted to know how he could got a car of that coal 
to distribute among hig neighbors in this Little village, in 
Onterio. He knew this coal and his brother was perfectly. 
satisfied with the coal; he had seen it in operation here; 


he thought it was very wonderful coal. Well, who ie to say 


thet he ghonld not get 1%? 

Well, you say you cannot do it. Let me ask you this question: 
If you could do it, if you wore able to determine which coal 
went to Ontario, in your opinion would it be wise that the 
experiment should be made with our best coals? 

Oh, absolutely; no question about that, if your bezt coal 
can be mined at a price that will permit it to enter into 
that market in competition with the competitive podet. 
Well, if it won't ~ ? 

What are you going to do? 

- you cannot get in, can you? . 

Get in with the other. 


OMMISSTONER WHEATLEY; heve been wondering, seeing that the sovartaee® 


has wi tharewn its Ssgpistance for anything over O%. a ton 
cost, ie that one of the reasons ~ 7 

Boe a eee | 

menos 3 what I was going bo Bek YOU, 
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Howard Stutehbur y 

I an sorry. 

Quite all right. It oceurred to me that might be & possible 
reason’ 

go much for the Ontario market. What about the Pacific 
garket? Any activity in that direction? 

We are very hopeful. ‘There wou © possibility of & very 
wide market down the Pacific slope last your, friu the 
Coalspur and from the Crow. ivery arrangemont was mede for 
a large wovemont. One compeny was formed in seattle for 
the han@ling of the eoel, ‘The strike came on and no coal 
moved. We are starting &11 over afain, How. 

That ig @ market in whet particular sh BOS? 

From the Conlsepur down the Pacific slope,fraa the Crow in 
Eastern Washington and that territory. 

What competition would it meet there? 

It would moet the competition from Utah, Wyoming and the 
State of Washington and Vencouver Island, 

Have you comparetive figures there for costa of competitive 
coals? | 

Tees 
- And values of competitive coals? . 

Well, now the values, we are getiing a very dangerous 
ground again. Velues is more or less a personel aa tter > 
That has been our experience all the way through. I was 
talking to an engineer in Winnipeg the other day. He has 
changed, He was burning Pocahontas, West Virginia, very 
fine. steam conl; he chenged from that to one of the Alberte 
» an he. a gone to souris. He says he hee rot more 
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He CHAIRMAN: 


51 36« 

Howard stutehbury 
satisfaction out of sowis than any coal he ever burned, 
What are you going to do? | 
What are his rrices? 

The price is considerably lower put not a great deal lower 
decease the American steam coal is caning into Winnipeg 
at a tertffically low price. 

You don't know the figures, whet he is paying for Souris? 
About a doller difference, not more, 


stean plant. 

He will have automatic stokers, I presume? 

Oh, yess 

You will adait there is considerably more than e dollar te. 
difference between souris and Pogshontas or, say, Cadomin 
or WeutCenadian? ir, Stansfield gave us & very good illus- 
tration why the souris coflse could be used ana would be 
used with sutomtic feeds yesterday which would explain that 
gentleman's reason for accepting Louris. 

About the Pacific macket, you say you disregard price 

and you think you can get into those markets? 

I do if we have & reasonbly stable labor condition, 
head great difficulty in reopening epain this year because 
they said, "Wexwill just get nicely gtarted ana we will 
get another strike and we won't get goal.” 


Do you know whet potention werket there is there? 


Leb. The City of seattle Bees 1,100,000 tons of coal & 
goer, they burn oof] for # Longer period then we do an 
Atberte, more meee more days in & years 
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Bowera stuteh bury 
Q Have you anywhere & tebulation of what they now consume in 


seattle? 
A Yes. 


WMISGIONER WHEATLEY: If there should be 4 sjmiler reduction in those 


Western states to what hae taken placecin District 18 in 
wages, would that not rob the potential warket which you 
speak of, thet we apy have? — 

A Oh, 1 don't think 80+ Your steam fields are 8 atrovent: 
proposition to your domestic field, You steam field is 
larger ~ let us put 4% this way:You are dealing wore with 
the technicel engineer in your etoam field, © man who knows 
gomething of Yalhes. You will run seross & wan like this : 
chap I spoke about in Winnipeg, who liked souris coal, — 
but, generally speaking , you are asaling with a man with a 
good deal of skill in handling coals, and there is no 
question that our high prade steam coals are better than 
any steam coals which ee going on the Peific slope now. 
tt is a watter of edmoation; they have got to be shown 

they are better, The market 1a there provided they don't 
yay eny more for it. It all comes back to the one qrestion. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Who had been serving thea prior to this time? 





A Bedtdah Colunbia Island wines, coals from Utah, Wyoaing, | 
and then they mine ® good deal of more or less low grade 
goal in the stete of Washington iteolf, ae 
And ontana ? , 
There Af, no dontana coat need there, not that x was gy able ae 










‘ 









ahs ) 
x naire “ie 


“ea oeis tee pike ont satiote & of Bide — w 
nth 8 ra Lata d het ntoosas fa nobles aad fede oF wore | 
sat Seiad or ot ot 





a 


eat Chand: chy Ne; ATES 









met Stoxt attained: uoy of ott tucaort A 
POOR Osc. Ast tack ome wat Stow ak: St ab hee os tor ‘= segeat a 


: ’ Ba 
2M 
a. 


pao eater Ne @ .Bfote me Soe wey ct wench Eaatndost ea 


“ 
oh at oehte bes ahi suhag at rite to ; 
fats sre Ss if ox wteoe meg ty shar dott ‘mo tad 


ee son, gia otter s, M no sak ome tonite wlsoo: ety 
fas: pods ad ot tay evad we saoteaorse * ial * ater 





-140- 
: Howard stutchbury 
CHAIRMAN: There wes sape note in the paper last year about a bunker 
teade in ovr coals Is there any hope in that direction? - 
Yes, there are hopes in that. 
Which cosle in Alberte ere suitable for bunkating? 
That is largely e matter of experiuent yet, Mir. Chairuen. 
Bat you have nothing definite to tell us about that? 
Oh, nO | 
I have had a note hended up here asking that if the 
@ifferential is 25% of the value of the coal here, does 
4% not follow that the differential more then doubles 
ay the Goel moves East, that ig added freight? $6.60 
here and 13.50 in Toronto? 
4 That is perfectly true, | 
2 That is the voint I was trying to mike & while ago when 

I asked you about these coals that cost 96,00 here. 


> © 


£3 


be 


& 


A Then, apein, it is largeely a wetter of practice. The 

Dominion Fuel Bosra came out the other day with o statement 

that 44 took m ton Seseoes ohegh ends half of Alberta 

coal to equal a ton of American anthracite they are using 

NOW. 

Who said this? 

A The Dominion Fuel Boards We get @ lot of help from thems 
They have been exceedingly helpful to us, 411 thpough? 

Q Thet is not weant, serensm does not read well in evidence, 

Ag @ untter of fact, those eyhets tests were made ~ I happen 

to know how they were made. They were made on a domestic 

boiler ;exsectly the same drat conditions were used for Ameri- 

can anthracite and Welsh anthracite as wee used for our high 
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Howard stutehbury 

volatile domestic coals of Alberta, Helf the heet was 
blown up the chimmey. In teking our domestic coals, it 
is very difficult for me to answer & technical question 
of thet kind because I am not technical but a change of 
dvaft condition will get all that is in the coal out, 
There may be e differential but in the hands of one man who 





studies the particular coal he is using and haw used for 


years, he will get better results with that coal than he 
would perhaps from a higher grade coal that he does not 
wiierstand. 


Ie a 
MISSIONER MRINNAN: /Shet/euceestion that these engineers on the Dominion 
ee te 


Fuel Board, the drafting of « fire? 

I would say that they ao not understand the acedemie velue 
of these Alberta coals. 

How recent ts that statement by them? 

Just ea few days og. 

Ig that a reault of these recent tests they have been 
making? 

Apparently. — 

t afd not see that, Was it published in the paper? 

Tt case as far as Winniper. 

They are makings number of tests on carloads of coal and =~ 
I have not got the results from theiis | 

Oh, yes, they have been making © lot of testy and making 
them in that way, They have certainly not been helpful 

to us nor have they shown any practical knowledge of our 
ocelai oe ae i laa al lt ye | 


Well, thank you very much , ix. stutehbury. There are some 
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~L4e~ 
Hower da stutchbury 
Alfred Char 4 
things you are going to let us have later on, when you 


night heve wome wore informetion for usa about this year's 


‘trernsportation experiment. 


ALFRED CHARD, 
Being celled as & witness, Was sworn and examined by 
Your position, i, Chard? 
Traffic supervisors oof the Provincial Covernment. 
How long have you held it? 
January 12, 1922, 
Whet was your previous exper fence in e¢onneetion with 
traffic matters? 
T am free to confess that my prior experience particularly 
pertaining to traffic was rather limited, Béfore coming 
with the Government I had teanty yoars’ experience in general 
redlway work, operating, and with what traffic would ppper- 
tain to the position of operating official. 
‘You have been kind enough to compile for us from the rail-— 
way tariffs o set of tables of freight rates on coal, of 
which I have &@ Gopy here. , r 
(said copy marked UXETBIT 14) 
We do not intend this morning to ettempt a detail study of 
these at all but T would like you jnet to explain briefly 
int as Bees ee we fe 
Do you want a¢ to take individuel compiletions or Just - ? 
fell, the clasees of thom, The firat, for exemple, isa 
domplietion of freight rates on competitive American coals. 
The first compilation we come to then ig & statement of 
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rates on coal in carloads from two points in the states 
of Pennsylvania and Ohio to Buffalo, N.Y, and Detroit, 
Michigan, and certain Canadian points, showlng rates per 
ton and per ton mile. We won't go through all of thea 
but we will just note the results. For instance, from 
Pittsburg +o Buffalo we have a ton mile rate of 677. 
Q Prom where? 
A Iem sorry. From Pittsburg to Buffalo of .829¢ and fran 
Mttabure to Toronto .678¢. 
Q Just on that, the rete from Pittebure to Toronto is pre- 
cisely the sam as from Pittsburg to Buffalo? 
A HOw 
The rete? 
& ‘Yes, Of course, the mileage is very short seross from 
Buffalo to Toronto, and there fe water competition across 
“the lakes, thet ig 6 water compelled rete, while the ton 
mileage is not as high the rate is the same, 
Q No, I am wrong there. It ig Toronto, Ohio, that caught 
tiy eye. The'rate is not the sane, The rate from Mttsburg 
x to Toronto, Onterto, ae 3.24, to Buffalo 2,24, a doller 
higher, ‘This is Toronto, Ohio, not Toronto Onterio, on 
the top of the last eoluan. 
A ‘The firet quotetion is from Pittsburg and the second 
is from Toronto,Ohio, to Buffelo, Of course, the conpile- 
tions chow the differents por ton mile retes for different 
nileages, I will ju»t edd there: For inatence ,from Pitts ; 
burg to Buffelo we heve 2/70 miles and from Toronto Ohio to — 
Buffalo we have 230 miles, the ssmiler per ton wie from ) 
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Alfred Chard 


from Toronto Ohio to Buffalo being accounted for in 

the longer mileage, which is © rule in creating rates, 

We will refer to the secondcompilation. It is the rate 

on carloads from West Virginia to Buffalo, Detroit and 
certain Canadien points. In this case we will take from 
Wheeling to Bhffalo, 536 miles. The ton mile rate .666 ; 
that cowpares with our previous cowpilation of .67 for 330 sa} 
miles, practicd ly the same rates. Then, with regard to ) 
earload rates on Mining divisions located on the Canadian 
Pacific Railwat in Alisrta to four points in the States of 
North Dekote, per ton mile rates; and e statement of rates 
on coal in carload lots from one point in ver tein wining 
divisions loeated on the Canadian Pacific Rallwey in Alberta 
to three poinis in the State of Montana, rate per 100 lbs. 
per ton per ton alle, Statement of rates on coal 
carloads from Corbin and Fernie, B. C. to representative 


points in British Columbia, Alberta, iQukeatchewan, Manitoba 


and Onterio. . 
Thet is the competitiod from the Fernie district in B. C.? 
Yes. I might just make the general observation. These are 
@l1 in cents per 100 lbs. per ton and per tong mile , and 
I will not need to repeat it. Ow next compilation 1s 4 


statemont of rates on coal carlosds from Princeton, Merritt a 


end Coalmont located on the Kettle Valley Nailway in Be. Ce, 
to representative points in British Golumbia. Stateunt — 

of rates on coal from one station in Alberte, Mining Divi sion 
Noel, to certein destinations in Alberta, 5.0., Seskatchewan 
and Manitoba, 
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hee Alfred Chera 
We need not goon in detail, The next twelve in all 
ére similarly the rates from representative points in each 
coal division in Alberta to Alberta, seeketehewan, Manitoba 
and B. Cy, points? 
That is oorrest, 
Your next, then? 
The next, coming to Ontario rates ~ statenent of rates 
oh Goal cerload from one point in mining divisions located 
on Canadian National sailway in Alberta to certain points 
in Ontario. 
Down as far ay Toronto? 
Down a6 fer oa Toronto, Cochrane, North Bay and Toronto. 
Next, the same compilation from points on Canadian Pacific 
Railway to White River, Sudbury and Toronto, Ontario, 
The next compilation is eerloads of coal fron Bienfait, 
%stevan ond Roche Pereee, saskatchewon, to six representative 
points in Seskatchewan and Manitoba, Then we have a 
statement of rates on conl from one point in certein mining 
divisions in Alberta looated on the Canadian Pacific Railway 
_ to three points in the State of Idaho; a statement of rates 
from one mining point in certain divisions Located on the 
Cansdion National Railway in Alberta to three points in the 
State of Minnesota, A statement of rates on coal carloads 
between Port Arthw, Ontario, to points west as far ag 
Hdmonton on the Canadian National, as far wéwt ge Calgary 
on the Canadian Pacific, Next, ea statement of rates on coal 
from one point in certain mining @{¢visions located on the 
Canadian Pacific Railway in Alberta to three points in the 
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Alfred Chara 


state of Waghington. That is the total of the exhibiti 

Q In. brief, then, ir, Chard, you have compiled for us mwe- 
cisely what we asked and that is the rates from each part 
of Alberta to each present or prospective market and from 
each other source of supply into each of the competitive 
me rice tes where Alberta coal is moving’? 
That is correct, yes. 
In addition to this, I have at the office and should 
have brought over, the rates you got for us fro Nova 
seotia to Ontario. 

A Yes, those are water rates on which we did not work out 
any compilations for. 

° aid Nova Scotia Rates to be merked EXHIBIT 15. 
Q z @on't think at this stage you need bother - it is going 
to be a matter of charting and compiling and studying 

these but they give us the material for a study of the 
rates now exigting which affect the movement of Alberta 
coal to cach of its markets and affect the movenent of 
obals that come into each coupetitive market. 
A I think it gives you a pretty fair pictwre of the 
ei tuation from that point of view. 
COMMISSIONER TRINBAN: Whet te the per ton aile rate on coal from Port 
Arthur to Winnipeg? ) 
THE CHAIRMAN; That does not ocow on thet list. 
ri Well, I have it here, anyway, I was looking at another 
- stetenent, et least I thought I had 4t; I have that com 
pilation over in the office but I cannot give 1% off-hand. — 
OMTLS TONER TRINMAN: How does At compare with the ton tle rate compared 
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-_glfvea Char a_ 
with the coal from the Alberta district? 
It ig 419 miles frrm Port Arthur to Winnipeg. Take fran 
Lethbridge to Regina, 401 miles, «77; the per ton mile 
rate from Port Arthur ia .79 and the comparison from 
Lethirideo to Regina.77, the seme milesge. 
lis, Chard, we will be studying these in detail and that 
Winniper rate has just been omitted from that table. 
Iwill get that for you, it is 6 eiuple uwatter. 
Whet I would like from you this morning is very briefly to 





have in our minds es we go about and discuss freight rates, 
4t is obvious that the shorter the haul the higher the rate 
per ton aile? 

Necessarily. 

Is there any fixed reletion between those two things? | 
Well, formula - there is no definite formule you can seize 
on; it is obvious that you must have a higher cost per ton 
mile, or a higher charge per ton wile for 4 short haul 
than a long haul to take care of the terminal. costs. 

For instance, to haul o oar of coal from Drumheller to 
Calgary, some eighty miles, you have your switching ond 
spotting of cars in Drumheller, your picking up the cars, 
marshalling them on the trein and haul them eighty miles 
+o Calgary and when you get to Calgary you have & duplice- 
tion of that work, the terminal services, and 66 & result 
the two combinations eat up the net profits from the haul- 
age of the cars whereas if you spread that over £oux. OF; 
five hundred miles you have two or three hindred/extra | 
haulage of the coal to which you attach no terminal service, 
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go thet it obviously follows you must have 6 higher per 
ton mile rate for & short hanl. 





You say there is no formula? 

Well, 2 suppose there is a meogure which they go by. I 
cannot give you thet, T have never made any of these tariffs. 
You heve never heard vhat, 1f any, formula they do use? 

No, I doubt if anybody out wide of the Traffie Bureaux of 
the TranseontsSental Railways could give you thet,if they wo 
would, I doubt if they would wake it public, just what foran- 
ls is used, but there is 4 reece percentage allowed and 

4t is obvious in all perts ¢f the world, © certain scale. 
The other point, as I understand it, is competition. 

Just 8 word on that. 

Yes, of course, you will observe, when you go eee 

these eastern rates and the Auerican coal retes/per ton 
itleage ig much lower. Of course, water competition is & 
very large factor in controlling those rates. You will find 
you have a rate from Sydney, Nove seotia, to hontreal 43%. 
Comparing that with any of your western rates, even long 
haul rates, it 1s practically 23 mille under, That is oom 
pelled by water competition. The reiiways must put in those 
lower rates or they will not carry any trefficend it is very 
valuable traffic for return haulg, That ie 8 question you 
cannot get away from, We are saddled with thet in the west, — 
we might sey it 1s & monopoly territory; we have no water | 
competition, unfortunately, and you will fina, in examining 
those ‘compilations, wherever that oer san @: dete the 
rates shaved a" 

















i ait Ho 


ya mgt 


rahe wera td 2 eae 





er. ‘sek vi vada dhe. 
i" aie Teka Oat iE: oma ying, ‘aor ix 
i: i = ig om code de kite etary nent ie wh ona saogy oa a jteo a ! ‘ | 
‘2 tied Gaeis fe ye ‘obi woven ovat ted ey oe aa 
ten: ob odd ofurm wae tr vt tte Pesed oven aed tok 
! ) Be ance nk! 2 bike sf gilt te of tus tuo: badges te bt oi 
ae tt tedt coy ors Hinew wryawd fal cat yore sound ods 
“i niet: aber oy dort eor dng $f extn b Low your a ‘tdweb: x. re 
: PMRA bewita eyatiootoy Bhatia: a at omdt tnd bouw ot at 
W8B8en Kinison 3 biwow odd Wy accky Lee ee eneleoE eR | 
os sO LS Leoquies ak , ot Motawaee t aa stnbog: corte ble , 
ps8. stadt ao bow etant 
| os oy oy hedw ,orteuto Libw Hoy’, eunr0b RO gaet we 
“Hot toq \gotor Lage mao ktoe. au fas eetar ‘sexohune eaode es 
‘HUE mobiiveuvs rotaw ,cattion tO woot: dane at égeortta 
ngk Kikw sot era sued yudllownes ME nbs eqeRe TRE; a 
ehda Lavtraen-oo yahoos evel 1 onthe aoet Otay a waren 
MWOL-sieve sets: sretuow wey ko we iti eee e 


ne et ead ne wb ha as ee bal ~ eons 















~149~ 
Alfred Chard 

What efforts, if any, have been made that you know of to 
secure reductions in coal righte? 
Well, before telling you what definite, cone ete applica- 
tions have been made, I aight just meke @ general observa- 
tion and in doing so I would refer you to comparative rates 
I made some time ago. I won't Jebor the record with them 
but just to give you an ides how our rate situation on 
coel is in the West, and I have a comparison of rateson grain 
to Port Arthur from various points with retes on coal from " 
Drumheller to various points of similer aileages, that 
will give you in & general ‘way how the coal rates compare 
with our grain rates, and of course you have all heard 
about the very low grain rates we have in the tiest compared 
with all grain rates in the world; it is claimed we have 


AMO ANI 2 @AT IU ERI 


the lowest rates and 1t is 2 fact . We have good rates 

to Port Arthué from the prairie points and everybody knows 
that we have had the Crowsnest Tease Agreement which we 
have been fighting to maintain; for instance, we have 
grain to Port Arthur, mileage 230, rate per ton 2.40, 
rate per ton mile 1.04 (7%) Coal from Drusheller for 230 
miles, rate per ton 2.50, rate per ton mile 1.08 - that 


should not be dollars, 1% is 1,08¢. ‘Then we will drop 

down to ti¢8ee. say, 400 on our grain to Port Arthur we 

have .7; on our coal from Drumheller we have .77. Tt is 6 
very sumll increase, At the 500 mile we have .64 and cool . 

ie .74, and down to 800 miles .52 as against .58. So that 
you ean see at a glance that our coal rates are not excess- 


ive rates compared with our grain rates, which everybody 
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admits are reagomable and then when you compare those 
rates moving eastbound, as I have quoted, wane rates 
moving westward from Port Arthur you will piha/eviieve- 
tion on the compilation there where we have some east 
bound rates which are lower than the westbound retes 
from Port Arthur, so I have not thought we wore justified 
in strenuously asking for very much reduction in ow 
Local movewonts of cml rates, As a matter of fact, I 
have never made any application for reduction in our local 
rates, There might be a possibility of some reduction 
on the shorter mileares whereby © reduction might be made 
but in our Long mileages - and that is, of course, our 
extensive market, wuch as to Winniper ~ I absolutely. : | 
believe that, in comparison with the present nate strnoture(?: 
the railways ere not unduly excessive in their rates. I 
don't want you to get the impression I am ont here plead- 
ing for the reilwoys at all because that is not what I am 
paid for, As to what we have done, of course, you all know 
about the coel rete to Toronto in 1922. I guess I was the 
first one to write & letter on that; IT won't say I originated 
the idea; I think the credit 1s due to br, stutchoury, but 
I wrote s letter on timt in 1922 to the Canadian Nationel © 
Railway and, of course, they treated it with - T won't say ) 
contempt but they weren't at all warmed up to the idea but, 
as you know, ix, Stutehbury has followed that up very ian dene. 
fully ana we are now at an experiuent to see what the actual 
cod is. 3 | | 
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Alfred Chard 
Well, what steps sre being taken to see what the eetual 
cost is? j 
I must say the details of this have been left to iir. 
stutchbury but, in a general way, I understand that an 
absolute record is to be kept of the cost of the movement 
of this coal over every division, that is, the actual out 
of pocket cost will be very minutely wompiled . The qestion 
of maintenance of equipment and of meintenance of way Will 
have to be arrived at according to some formula accepted 
end e¢reed upon by the parties concerned along the lines 
of the formula designated by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, which will be, of course, in order, and quite 
agreed upon by all authority, That, of course, willbe 
more or less - - well, I mean to say, it won't be absolptely 
but 4t. will be more or less conjecture but awide from those 
costes and the overhead cost which is being completely elimin- 
ated,the actusl out-of-pocket cos$se will be definitely 
ascertained, I think the idea ie quite feasible and I 
think we will have something definite to work on when it is 


a 
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consummated. To give you an idea just what the rate involve: 


for instance, the grain rate Hdmonton to Port Arthur gives 
us, say, 42 ¢ per ton mile. We apply that from Drumheller 
to Toronto and the rellweys are entitled to 6.84 per ton, 
that is, on our grain rete, thet involves 2096 miles. Of 
course, that woulda be sh ea/4n the longer mileage froa 
Drumheller to Toronto than exists from kduonton to Port 
Arthur, but, applying the seme per ton mile rate that is 
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what 4% amounts to, so that you can see tht we have 
quite & considerable reduction to get down even to where 
you can meet the mrket in Toronto, ir, stutehbury, I 
think, has told you <- 
I aid not mean to ask you that question; T thought 1% was 
under your Jurisdiction; fT should have asked iir, Stutchbury. 
Well, really, Mr, stutehdury has been following this thing — 
very Closely ond, aside from the rates, he hes been looking 
after the whole thin. I will get into it, I understand, 
when we get down to the actual operating of it. Mr. stutch- 
bury has. been making the @iginal errangemonts for the | 
qwopagonda of introdueing our coal and we have saved the 
expertise Of dual service by having ur. stutehbury mueke the 
original arrangements. It is uutueljy agreed upon between 
us. Aside from that we have been trying to reach this 
Pacific Const market, which Mr. Stutchbury tells ,on about, 
and, in conjunction with ir, Stutehbury we have been trying 
to get the rates reduced from our Coulepur Branch to 
seattle, via Sapperton. T mi¢ht wey our rates as they 
gtandg to-dey are 3.90 from Codispur to Sepperton and 
from Sapperton to Seattle the published rates ar 2.15 . 
After consultation with ‘the Canadien National officials 
ana through them with the Great Northern officials, they 
have at lest just recently agreed to reduce this rate to 
seattle from 6.15 to 5.30. The Greet Northern ere cutting 
their rate from 2.15 to 1.60; the Canadian Netional ere 


‘mot going quite as fer, from 3.90 to 3.70 but they cleia — 


at the mesent time that is all they will do; however, we 
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ner Alfred Chard 
have not given up hopes; we hope to get & further reduction 
in thet. With that 5.30 they claim it is going to be petty 
aiffioult to get into the seattle market; as a matter of fact, 
a 4.76 rete ig the most that the dealers claim can be paid 
in freight rates in order to get there but, on the other 
hand, the dealers in seattle claim that if this reduction 
even to 5.30 is put in from Coalsepm to seattle and roauhte 
in any considerable movement to the seattle uarket that the 
Goal dealers in Rock Springs, Wyoming, Castlegate and — 
Sunnyside, Idaho, will sunhdahely fatter the Interstate 
Commerce Comatssion for a reduction in their rates in order 
to meet this new competition, so that, prowided we are 
successful in cetting e rate on which the coal can move 


to the Seattle market we Glways have, of course, thatte 


face, that the competition in the United States in the states 


of Wyoming and Idaho will be keenly alive to the situation 
and will be pressing just as hard to get a further reduction 
there in order to shut us out. ‘That is, as & matter of fact, 
in a general way about the only efforts, se far as coal 


rates are concerned, we have made for any reductions and 


 gimply for the reason that, as comperied with other rates, 


unless you want to put it on a charity basis, there is 
absolutely no justified reégon why you should go after that. 
Theat 48 your opinion? 

That is my opinion, 

I notice in the teriffs from time to time handed over to 
you, the railways theaselves seem to be revising rates from 
time to time, Is there eny general tendency to those 
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revisions? 
There has been no reneral Sen apay: noticeable. There 
have been certain specific rates/slight reduetions made on, 
probably dne to competition conditions but nothing to 
speak of worth while. The railways are, as 2 matter of 
fact, every day making changes in their rates and they 
are probebly doing it - A shipper of cordwood my go the 
railways and say,"I have a certain amount of cor dwoodto 
move end I cannot move it unless you give me & little shade 
off the rate." 


Can they put that beck again? 


They can do it for sixty deys and put it back if they like. 
If it is a@pproved by the Kailway Commission? 

It is not necessary. The railways make any reanotion they 
like without approval of the Railway Commission but they 
met not exceed the rates set by them as @ standard but 
they mnke reductions ond do meke reductions; thep have mde 
reductions on the augyer beets down in the south in order 
to establish the sugar bect industry and,es a matter of 
fact, the augar industries in Vancouver are pounding the 
heads off the C.Pe%s. for doing it. 3 , 


COMMISSIONGR WHEATLEY; It is a fact that there is a general depand for 


cheaper coal, for & lower freight rate, In your estimation 
you say they could not be reduced any further? 

I would not want it to be understood to say it would be 
impossible to reduce those rates but I think it is unfeir 
+0 sek them to reduce them any more. It has been very 


-s etrongly stressed in ow application for Toronto aarkets 


Dre ey ist: 
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if they want to go wlong those lies and say - We have ‘e 
got to develop our coal mines or ow country is not going 
to suceced. then ‘possibly under those conditions they ean give 
uc better coal rates. . But, compared with other rates 


and rates in edjacent territory, I say wo are not unduly 
oppiSessed with high cool rates. 
OTS STONER TRINNAN; The rates vary with clauses? 
P | i | 
Q 
& 


Yes. 

Wheat class 1s wheat and coal? 

Wheat is 8 and coal ig 10. Wheat, of course, is very 

mach nore valuable cargo than cod ond should, according 
to all the rules of tariff, teke e@ much higher rate than . 
coel. An & matter of faet, our wheat rates are lower than 
some of oux coal rates, you wee. 
I notice in sane disousd ons of the American coal industry 
they speak of & vory complicéted series of rate aizeor- 
entisls that has been built wp there in order to enable 
certain coals to keep a market spainst the competitions 
of ¢oals developed later, resulting, as they say, in a 
great deal of cross-chipping of coal, the very reverse of 
& Zoning system, Is there anything of that kind exist-— 
ing in Canada? are there any rete differentials? 
Well, speaking Just casually, I don’t know of any, and 
from the casuel study of those compilations you would not — 
detect it and I think probably the situation is a little 
afferent in Canede to what it is in the States, the way 
it hes grown up; of course, they do blanket the different 
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gones and allow a certain nwaber of mines in the different 
ereas to get into the same market practically on the same 
rate but that is not quite the thing you have in mind. 
No, it haa had the effect of ensblang the more distant» 
mine +o ship more cheaply to & particular merket than 
the nearer mine. 
Of course, that te compelléa by business competition, I 
presume and pressure brought to peer by the outlying mines 
to get into a dertain mevket. Beonosically I would not } 
say that, generally speaking, that was a good practice; 
of course, we would not want thet reuirk to apply to our 
Ontario market but in United States where they heave cool 
ali over the country I shoula think it would not be good 
business for them, thet 1, coal of & similar quality. 
In the matter of car aupply, I suppose thet hardly comes — 
under your jurisdiction exeept in the ustter of complaints. 
We Will heer more about that from the operators. 
Yes, I do not mow as I care to touch that. I would pre-— 
sume, except in the wheat movement, there would be no 
dearth of cara. , | 
Thenk you, Mr. Chard, That is all we have in mind to auk 
you at the soment, We were going to have another witness 
this morning but we will teke hin this afternoon. 


‘Adjourned until 2 o'clock Ps Me 
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way, 6th, 1925, ~ 2 Pe lie 
| WILL TA PS DICE, being called as a witness and duly 
sworn, was examined by : 
Your yresent position, Mr, Dick? 
Generel Mensger of Cadomin Coal Company. 
How long have you been connected with the Cadomin Coal 
Compan y? 
About three years. 
Previous to that? 
I was goneral meneger of the North Ameriean Collderies, 
operating domestic mines, 
And. previous, to that? 
Consulting engineer fox | the Conservation Commieston in 
Ottawa, | Ze 
In connection with that you heave & volume of your reports 
there? 
Yeas 
Mey I see it a nomen? I have a cory in my office. Tt see 
in this book a tabulation of freight rates. The freight 
“rates we got this aorning we expected to teve/ in 6 pimhiae” 
MANES» Do you recollect now hei general conclusions Sub 
came to in conneetion with ~- | | 
I found in general that at competitive points: naturally | 
the rates were very much Lese ‘then would be the: average 
were they not competitive points, that is to say, one 


railway with the ‘other end, of course, in general the 
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. and & few discrepancies occur in connection with 1% 
that, in certein cases on & longer haul you paid & less 
freight than you would on a shorter haul but thet, as I 
ooid before, is principally where the longer haul is 
from a eonpetitive point while, in between it ig none 
competitive and you are paying really a higher rete, go 
thot it really works to the Gsédvantege of the city or 
town that is not & competitive point. , 

Q This wap that you prepared on reallway consuaption of coal, 
do you recollent nov as to what date that was? It does not — 
State. 

A Oh, that was about ~ it would be ‘11 or ‘12, I iumpine, 
and that information Wes compiled through the railweys., 
in co-operation with the different railways. 

It could only, I suppose, represent one particular Sootaks 

A Oh, yes, at that time; of course, thet was pretty general; 
if ‘ reaenber rightly, in sonnegtion with the information 
or questionnaire that we supplied to the rallway, we were 
not toleing frek conditions, wo were teking whet might 
be considera’d the nor ma.) conditions in regard to where 
the coal, would f° 

G Well, it would ronresent perhaps more hen one rer$iouiar 
time? | 

A Yes, up to thet tine; I would const der at that perioa | 
that was the average territory into which the different 
ee. le were supplied fea the different fields. 

Oy It ts 8 most ere phic wey of ‘Alilntre ting really what 

ct ret imay Lines are burning whet coal, A roilway map of 
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Canada showing in the different colors what cools the 
railway was using on the different prenches. If we 
Gould get out a similer map to-day it would be useful to 
wee any changes that are teking place. To come now to 
more recent matters, in replying to our questionneire 
you aid not give at any great length ony general views on 
conditions. We would like, af you Will, now, make use any 
comaent thet you care to or any sugeestions as to what 
might be done with the coal problem in Alberta. 
Well, in general, t think our problem is more a question 
of market or s@le of coal ve ther than an operating pr ob- 
lem, Of course, the sole of the produat is tied up in 
the question of operation fron the standpoint of the cost 
of operation but, in wo fer ae the wines already in 
existence are concerned in Alberta, they are capable of 
producing a very much larger tonnage than the present 
market can absorb and, in order to benefit the inm&stry 
at all, it is necessary to get additional markets and the 
only way we can secure additions] markets, as I see it, 
ie fivet, of couse in co-operation with the powers that 
be, that is bo aay, through tho Covernuent and through — 
the railway companies and so on; but what counts more 
than anything else, dollars and gente, the selling price | 
of the coal and, unfortunately, ou far og the stean coal 
mines ere concerned, we have reetioa Ly no Locad morket 
at all. | I think it would be a close approxination to 
say thet lews than 10 por cent. of the steau cool — 
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wroduction wasnsed for commercial purposes, the balance 

going to the two reilway companies, Canadian Pacific 

Reilway and the Cansdion National. Now, in so far a 

our operations ere concerned, I think we Gould even say 

it would be 95 or 96 per cent. to the railway end the 

balance for comercial purposes, so that any remarks 

that Ihave to make sre more in line in connection with — 

ow own uarkets with the Netional lines rather than the 

situation ag for ee the steam coal mines in the south are 

eonoerned beasuse, no doubt, you will hear fraa them in 

regard to whet problems they are confronted with. As you ; 

no doubt know, we have been confrimted with a wage scele 

ih Alberte very uuch larger than thet being paid in non~ 

onion fields in the United states tocday, As I seo it, / 

rior to the war -«- - j 

Just 2 moment there, Have you any exact information. 

to comparison between the wage scales? 

Well, thet matter, I think, will be thoroughly covered 

by ir. Young, Commlesioner of the Western Coal Operators 

Agsoeiation, when he appesrs before you. He is fully 

conversant with ail the different wage scales,a@nd it is 

@ combination of ciroumstances, not only 8 question of 

wage scales but the ability of the American coal to got into 





ou territory ot 2 less rate then we ean put it in from Ag i 
ow own provinees. Tracing the eituation back, so far 86 
the American competition 46 concerned, yrior to the war 


about 90 per cent. of the merchant merine tonnage of the 
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world was supplied by Great Britain, When the war fot 
properly atarted they realized it was going to be a war 
of munitions and more munitions and Great Britein at thet 
time had to forepo the supply of ecol to the merchant 
marine tonnage of the world so that 1% threw open to mines 
in the United states acvery muchcbigger merket than they 
ever haa before, 8o that you hdd a very laree development 
which wee then even an over-crowded industry in the Unit 
states, & erent development of new mines.And Curing the 
war period for & year or two 4n Alberta the goal industry 
wae on & fairly good basis because there was © ready 
market for the coal but latterly the mining industry 

has not faced the situation and stabilised itself to 

the sane oxtent ag other industries heve done, so thet 


we have been facing practically ~ - 


oad 


Just let me interrupt for & moment -- 
A Subsequent to the wer for a period before ‘redonetruetion 
we were operating under a&bnorme1 condi ti ons Gili ebout 


tro yerrs BLO. 


Bud 


-what happened these Amnorican mines? 





é. These mines that were euteablished dur ing that perioa in 
United States, on account of the overdevelopment down 
there, most of these nines were non-union uines, and 
there ‘te & struggle in ‘United states the sime as anywhere 
else to eet what market they can and, Be & Yesult, coal 
is ‘being sold from those adnes in United states at a& very, 
very low price ‘indeed, and that coal tw onl thet we 
_ have to compete with in our ‘logical markets, which : 
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would consider i» the area west of the Groat Lakes. 


Do you know whet the actual cost et those American mines 


is? 


‘No, 1 don't know what the costs are but I know thst o lot 
of that cod has been offered to the National Railway 


frou around 1040 tO 1660 & tone 
For mine run?.. 


Yew br, 


Where would those mines be located? 


Well, I could not tell you just - IT happened to be in the 
office of the National Reilways when they received this — 
letter, vsaying - we were speaking about cosl and they 
wid, Here is a quotation, end this is the jrice we 

ere quoted; they did not uention the field but, however, 
as fe: ax I.wes concerned, the Hationel Lines, I under- 
stand that they consider about $2. a ton at the mine is 
the price that they heve been peying for American coal 
and, on thet basis, you are able to being American, goal 
up to the Leke Erie ports, pay @ 30¢ freight on it from 
the Lake Erie ports to Fort Wiiliem, do the unlosding ena 
haul it to Winnipeg on ® bawis of, say, half & cent & 
ton mile, end lay American coal down about $2. below | 
éhe-geiee our present price of coal laid down at Winnipers 
Just work that out into ss hha That would lay the 
euserican cos] down at about what yrice? | 

Take the mlne price of $2., a veil freight os. 1e%4 and 

& vessel ~ I have here 357 but that has been reduced now 


to 30¢, © duty of 53y & ton, and handling charges 50¢; thet 
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makes the. bea’ price at Fort William of 5.12, Now, as 
was stated here this morning=- - | 

That isa Fort Wititem 5.128; 35 hag now become 30 and 55 
now 50 + : 

Yes, it is now 5,04, and lir. Chard gave us the mileage 

as 414 miles from Fort William to Winnipeg, and the reile 
way - the rough rule they use is half e cent & ton mile 


‘for the haul, so you would add 2.07 to that for haul. . 


Thet makes American coal lended at Winnipeg 7.11? 

Tolls 

What does your coal work out at 7 

I don't know whether it is telling any myrets or not but 
I don't see any reason why the comalesion should not have 
it. The mice of our coal is 4.25 a ton and the mileage 
from (sdemin to Winnipeg is approximetely & thougend 
miles, which would add $5. as the cout of hauling, half 
& gent @ ton mile; so that Woula make our coal 9.26 at 
Winnipey es seainst Avericon con) af 7.11, That ts 
the situa tion thet we heve to meet if we want to even 
get as far os Winnipeg and I think we should reelly 
consider that our territory is half way between Winnipeg 
and Port Williem rether than at Winnipeg. 

All right; whet je to pe done about thet, in your 
opinion, what might be done? | 

Wel1, there are two ways practically in ecting together 


and correcting this. situation; one ig & substantial 


reduction in weges at the aines to conform with the 
wages paid in other indutrten, and the second thing ie 
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an errangement with the National Railways by which the 


reduction that would be scoured applying on the totel 
tonnage could be taken au © credit to the retlway to 
offset the higher price they would have to pay for 
Alberta coal in the smaller areas sey between where 
they would actually compete on a competitive basis and 
Winnipeg. — | | 


COMMISSIONER WHEATILY: What other industries do you surrest? 





A. 


ee sole) he 


I do not think we need to split haire very much in regard 
to what inanetrios we would have to caapare with in ‘this 
way, that we know, ae far as common labor is concerned, 
that the sverare ware poid at the yr enert tine” ds from 
30 to 35 ¢ an hour, Now, the rare we exe paying at the 
present time is 5.76 for eight hours, so that we are 
paying at the rate of 727 an hour, while conuon labor 

is being paid in other industries from 30 to 35¢ an 
hour, so that it would appear there is a lot of room for 
reduction in the wares paid to common labor, 

What is the percentage of your comuon labor with the 
rest of the industry? 

In general you might consider comuon lebor is about 
50-50, that ig to say, underrround and outside os 
comparied with the contract mn, so thet this thet I 
speak of in rerard to ebout here is ‘he wares paid to 
common labor on the outst de. ane ShTe @ condition oxi st- 
ing,which LX GRATE TULLE where you have 

men working on var railwey tracks whith you are ae 
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"2¢ en hour, and right elongside of them there ere 
men working on the railway tracks of the Canadian 
National. where they are peying 30 ani 35¢, As I say, 
it ig & question of benefitting the industry and seour~ | 
ing a better wirket, and in seowing 4 better uprket 
you ere going to have steady work and, while it might 
appear a reduction, will more than offset the reduction 
thet should be mde in order to secure business, 
That reises a point I was just going to oak, That mine 
euployee working on the treck at 72¢ an hour 8s against 
the red lway employee working at 30 to 35¢ an how, what 
about the comparison of their steadiness of empLoyuent? 
As far as that ig concerned, I think you would find they 
secured eteadier work on the coei mines than they do on 
the railways beeeuse the section gangs ere always taken 
off in the fall and put on agoin in the apeing; thet ise 
just @ seasonable occupation, 
Whet do they do when taken off? 
They get common labor whereever they can get it; the same 
way at the mine, why should they ley around four or five 
months? They don't do it in any other business. So far | 
ae the contract miner Ls concerned, it is @ little differ~ 
ent story, but when you coupere the contract Miner 6s come 
pered with outside, you arrive et wry astounding firares. 
Let us goo little further. You say the #eilway section 
gong is laid off in the winter tine fore certain period 
Yeus i : “Lathy 
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Willie. J, Diek 


‘Ig yourcuine operating ® certain period of time? 
No, I mean enywhere, 211 over on the railwey. 


In your ease @0 men work/for you work for a steady period 


and ave then out of work for @ ‘eortoin period whan they 
go away? 
Whenever the mine 4a idle they are idle. 


Is that ell an one per 40a? 


Yes, yaunliy; es fer as the vreilvay is concerned they 
take their tonnage, say, any tine between Jamary ond 
the lst of May, uatil the period of the grain haul, ana 
they are not interested in moving eoal for theix own 
purposes in any quantity aur ing the period of the grain 
haul, go that you can pretty well say during the period 


when the wen will be more or less idle, 


 CoMuISs TONER WHRATLI: Just the prain moving period? 


‘Yes, but if you Gould secure the additional market I 
think we could get steady vhiform operations 

Tt is quite evident if these men were te ao what you — 
suegented, you would have your etaff to rebuild et o 
very inconvenient Gime? | 

oh, ay far Be Common indor is e core erne a, I would not 
‘eonsi der that any erent detriment at ali; I think e 
change throughout now and again 1x rather s peda ne 
thie le comaon lebor I am preaking of NOWe ) 
Have you ever ecaleulated, ‘tn the ease of an ini ivianel 
nen of thet tyre, whet he might do within the year, work- 


“ing part time for you ena - in other words, ig yours” 
88 etriotly B seasoneble euploynent ey the railway, 
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where he can go to the lumber woods and other places and 
then come beck to his job? 

Well, under the conditions we have to-day it is senaaumall 
but what I am looking for is how can we better the situe- 


tion end what we are interested in and any operator is 





interested in is uniform operation. 

WTSSIONER WHEATLEY: At the pwesent time you do not have that? 

Ho. 

Beve theso men left you to | very rreat extent to go on 

this other work you speak of? 

No, in the majority of cases they just stay around the 

mine till it starts efein or go away on & holiday. You 
remember the lass GMAKG » ism year, I venture to sey our 
employees aid/any work whatuoever during the period of 

the strike last year, they went out to Vancouver end else-— 
where and had e holiday. 

That refers to miners, not to lsborers? 

Well, ao far ae the comuon Isborers are concerned, I don’t 
know of any thet were working sround; of cowse, there might 
have been, but f don't know of any but the fact they were , 
getting 72¢ an hour while common {ubor outeide gots 30 to. 
35¢ an hour gives them én opportunity to have idle time it | 
they wish to have it. = 
How weny days dddyou work during 1923, Mir. Dick? : a 
I will put it in snother way; in 1923 we worked only pi | 
46.9 per cent, at from 61 to 100 4 capacity; we worked a : 
24% af 61 to 80% capacity; we worked 9.2% of the time at : ae 
At to 60 capnotty ond a 18 of the tine et A to 0 40% end ie 
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re Williem J. Dick 


1.9% at from nothing to 20% cagecity, and the mine was 
idle 10% of the time; but the only operation there that 

is of any value so.fer es reducing your price of coal 

ena securing & mrket ia your 49% that you are working 
frow 81 to 100%, and that is the a@tuation you want to . 
wry to clear. 

It is quite evidené that the irregular euploywent your could 
give those men wede it essential that they stand around 
for your purpowe? | 

That mipht be very true but that ise the very situation we 
ere trying to solve noWe | 

I was trying to bringout there, that you inferred 1t was 
not essential for inn men to be around, that they could 
ro and ao wor k on the rediway, if they had left you in the 
Lurch at any time - - You wonuhd have been short of men? 

Of course, we are Losing sight of the point. that the point 
Iwas making was that to seeure reductiong would give you 
nore wark and steadier operation. This other question has 
been brought around a6 & side issue, what they could do. 
and #0 on, The conditions that exist today, that we cannot 
get into that warket and we should be into that market, | 
tow, what are we going to do to got into that warket? 

Just before we ieive that point, it was I who raised the 
compar ison between the two rates, pointing ont that, in the 
one CBne,, the enployuent of the railway is continuous 

for & weovon ond then is discontinued Zor another woason. 
Yeu, exethy. 3 

; Buty in the oth er mer ‘satin in the seer eeats the san 
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| William J. Dick 

may not be earning - he certainly is not earBing os much 
more Ae YBy is to 50¢ in the year, do you think so? 

Well, T woulan't say that becawe ell you can teke there 
4n gonneetion with this is your 46.9 per cent, of the time 
that you aré working from 61 to 100 per cent. There ts 
where you elve everyone ocouplied. There te 60 per cent. 


‘of the time when probebly 60 per cent. of your mon gould 
be dispensed with entirely 8nd were atspensed with. 


ven with this distributed so irregnlerly over your year,- 
we are aehling with the prosent conditions? 

Yio, 42 you take it there, kr, Chairman, ,in sepbenber, 
October, Noweverend Decesber there are periodsthere where 
they were dispensed with ana these are periods I mention 
ghet the reilway is not busy teking cosl. 

iven in September of 1923 - 

Yes, septesber, October end November and December. 

‘In september you had 81 to 100 per cent, capacity? for a 
few days? | : 

ese ¥. 
tn Ootober you alee haa it for about two days; in Novesber 
you haven't = pou dowd heve dispensed with them in 
Hovember snd December? There sare only two sonths on that 
chart that at some time in the month you weren't working 
at theBl to 100 per cont. capacity? , 


Yes, that is per®ebly true . That is 2 question of rene 


tion; if you gen get your “wdae down where you can name 


a few e you can regulate thet end of it, whereas the 
* sther' Nay ‘we cannot ao ite 
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Willian J. Diek 
I think you have got the point, combination of rate plus 
regularity of employment se it exists at present. The 
iaprovesent you speak of 1s what we want to turn ou 
attention to just a moment, that is, as to eomuon lebor 
compared with other industries,2/ ovher eomper isons? 
Then, on the average throughout, if you will refer to 
that other chart that I submitted, I show the percentage 
of daily wages. If you look at thet chaxst you will note 
bin sp ny one secured less then “6, 50 a dey and thet if you 
teake/40 por cent. line ,you hed 40 per cent. of © our employ- 
6eg thet cerned between 6.50 and 12.50 a dey , and that you 
hed 60 per cent. of our employees from 1%.50 a day up to 
#36, @ day, and that the evieare for the while mine on the 
opereting besia wae on average daily wage of 15.05, That 
cond{tion is brought @bout particularly on the contract 


miner. I might say, in our case, the carnings of the con~ 


trnet miner is possibly higher than most of the other fields 


in Alberta, Theve rétes ond conditions were brought about 

during the war period, This mine wes opened up and rates — 

established during the wer period and these rates ere alto~ e 
gether out of proportion to whet they should be, ase T see i 
it, looking ot 1% from the standpoint of bringing it into a 
line more or lesw with other industries and in order to — 
wears ‘Nae markets that should be secured. — He He 
Paes @ wien earned 830. & day. Whet tonnage would thet eon es 
produce for you? | ‘ 
I cannot teil you exactly on that; he was paidon a yardoge Ks 
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. Williom J» Dick 
70¢ @ ton and of course there 1s always consideretion 
yeid in addition to that. 

Q He moduced about 25 tons of cool? 

A Quite powst bly. 
2 He is a good asset, The average ee the ywovince is soile- 
thing like about four tons per ON» 
You are taking now,-in onecease you ore guyine, What did 
this man dig? end in the other cage, the average for 
Alberta, which Le & totally aif fer ent. wopouiltion.e 
Yours would be 124 ton per ‘man? 

lo, nothing Like that. 

15, per day? 

Nos. you don't get wy Giatinetion. You take in one ease 
the average for your man; when you say the average for 
Alberta that is the average for ell empkoyees., When you 
take ‘the 450. per any ‘for thig particular man you are 
taking the coal he digs ena we have to euploy outside 


on the tons that man digs. 
The average of your contract mine would ceive you 
about 12% tons per men? 
On ‘the actunl contract miner? — 
Yee, © | mae 
But what ie the were per contract miner in ee 


a Wan. 
T don't think thet 19 correct. 


and inside Lebor and so on and which you have to average 


Oh, well, we haven't ™” that - about three or four tony 


yw 
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Tt is the average for the whole of the yroyinee you are 

speaking of . | 

No, and another thing, you cannot compare the thin seam 

ana the flat seam with the bituminous and lignite mines, 

yon have got to take the conditions which affect them. 

Yes, I recognize that yours is an exceptional mine. 

Who is Gearge Alveras? Is he & contract miner? He is 

not one of your higher up men? 3 

Oh, yes, he is a contract miner. 

His earnings were four tidadanel vole tatng = 

How many months 414 he work? 

He wes oceupled twelve. 

He was occupied twelve wm but I say on en operating besis 

he was not employed more than eleven months. The income 

tex returns show os far ox that is concerned, © 

Go on developing your idea thet & lower rate and stead- 
ier employment might meen ot the same tine more iid deen 

| per year for the men» and more return for the mine? | 

- Yeu, and at the 89 time, &s well as doing thet, I think 

it will aselet very materially in the development of the 

country. I don't think there ie any question about thet | 

at ell and the sam argues applies in rergerd to the 

Pacific const market. . wenti oned in the ques thonnaire ! 

there res a potential market there. What I meant by thet, 

there wes @ Lot of coal being consume d and a big nerket 

ond at Weis & question of aoLler and cents whether you 

could es into that woke t or note What applies to the 
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Willian J. Diek 


Sast also spplies to the West and I can see the time, 

4f there 4s proper co-operation in connection with 

the matter, when the time will come when we will be able 
to get into the Pacific Coast market os well as into the 
territory Winniper and Kast, It seems to me, in talking 
with different business men and railway compenies, that 
there is going to be a very large shipment of proin 
eventually out by weans of the Pacific Coast and one large 


railway company told me 1% would only be & comparatively 


few years when there would be 200 million bushels going 


out that way. Now, when the grain movement gets to be 
thet size, the boats that come in for grein cannot afford 
to bring their cool in with them; they have got to be 
Bhle to coel and get their grain end get away os fast ag 
pousible. so it would only hasten the day when there 


a2456 F wi tht FAS Snt9ts 2 FE 


would be & greater or larker preain shipment from the 

Coast. If the price of cml was down to swh basis 

we conld compete - I understand, 400, there are & number 

of steamship lines thot stete if they could secure coal, 
gay, at Rupert or et Vancouver at a reasonable basis thet 
would be willing to teke their cool from Alberta or 3. Ce, 
rather then bring their coal in, There is & lot of coal - | 
those boats coming in tosdny are bringing in their own cool 
and 8 lot of them are an ing fuel o11, simply due to the | 
fact the coal they secure is so high in price it pags then 
to use the other thing or bring their own coal in, so that 
we have got o big problem 40 fer as our steam ooal is : 
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cone ernea, I understand faportetions of Americen stoim 
o081 Bt the head of the Lakes, including anthracite, 
4s somewhere around three million tons. I think our 
immediate problem is %to solve that one rather then to 
introduce coal into Ontario to-day. Why not take tho 
thr ee million tons first that is caning right into our 
own ‘territory rather than try to spend our time and 


energy in introducing our oon {industry into onter 10. 


& 


Have you mde any caleulation, assuming no chenge in 
wage rates for the moment , Ba to the effect on your: 


— S06ts of more continuous operation? That is your own 


4245 24 6 


chart and the red is your dale time in various years; 


of course, in 1921 you had very good operation? 


= wt MAR ERE Jae 


A : Yes. | 


&> 


It gould be {uproved. This sags ihe ie your good 
eperesiant | 

A Yeu. 

3 And the next year (Anatoating). era you made any calou- 
lation, using the wesent rate of wages, as to how much 


per ton good. operation is che& por than o 





A Well, of course, thet woul ape @ very danger ous sta tenie nt 
: for 8 man %0 make, in 8 way, in this wey, you are really 
begeing | the que stion to 6 certain extent. If you went to 

& railwey coapeny, oF anyone, fof exemple, and anda, 
Well, ee is what we een do; it would be teken on that. 
baste; you would not get any padi tions tonnge in con- 
neg san. with it ond Toe would gone beck on ‘the sane 
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William 9 Diok 

basis ag before and be put out of business. But I can 
gay this, that there is not eny question that steady 
operation reduces the cost of operation because your over~ 
head 46 working full time. You get o eredit on your over- 
head. You have to have & certain number of men employed 
ef your mine to look after your mine in the way of fire 
bosses, engineers md © On. they are non-pro ductive; 
they would be © normal cherge agpeinst your production 
basis 4£ you were producing coal, so there is not any 
question there would be a considerable reduction if you 
are working full time, 
Heve you ever calculated that into figures? 
- Ho, I never have. 


Just @ moment now. The American Cosel Comaission, for 


MF at TAT ERE 40alitS_2 £ 


instance, examined reports from ell the bituminous mines i 
in the states and d14 work out opps for their con- 
ditions, and this ie the result/it, thet calling 25 days 

a month full operation, operating only sixteen days in- 
creases the cost per ton from 8 to 9%; operating twelve 

deys increases the cost from 21 to 25%; operating eight 

days increases the cost 46%. Take that middle one, 

twelve days operation, working 50 per vent. operation, 

makes an increase of 21 to 25% in cost. You have mde | 
no such calculation? sit 
Mo, I haven't; but I will angwer that in another way, 
I wean, ae having & bearing on the problem, that if we 
- were working full time et eli codlwe could produce we 
gould not reach & figure that would give us the market 
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Williom J. Dick 
without a reduction in wares. 

But how:fer would it take you on thet road, is what T 
mean? | | 
It would not take you very fer; it would take you on the 
road, there is no doubt about that. 

You are very rood at working these things out. Would you 
like to examine your + + 

Yes, I would not mind doing that. I moan, I would not make 
any promises but I would be very rlad to go into that 
with an open mind and give the firure of whet it would 
emount to, Of course, that is a dangerous thing in your 
buginess, in this way, I have not any objection to work- 
ing the thing out like that but, for exauple, suppose you 


oD cote ald tee £ 


have one customer and he says ,"I am going to give you 
six wonths' full time operation” ana I tell him, suppose, = | 
that would reduce my cost 25¢ a ton, it only means I don't 
got any additonal market, so I don't get any improvement. — 
The only improvesent is I reduce my price 25¢ ea whatever — 

the case may be and I am six months busy tretead~of six 
months idle, It 1s sometimes better to doa little each | 
nonth than to be idle, to keep your mine in repair. 

I @m only trying to « - - The American Comission felt 

able to arrive quite definitely at the taak effect on a | 
couts of partial operation and surely it woula be abombination 
of the two things, if you could improve your operation —_ 
that will have a certain effect on heaping your cont and — 
getting you the markets and then you look to wages oh 


: Oh, you ean secure the business; of course, these things | 
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Wiilien J. Dick 

all come about through competition anadif you cen get 
@nto the basis to secure the market competition makes 
it wach that the operator hes to reduce; he ie bound to 
right down to the point he can do just a Little better 
than live to get bis market end etey in business, because 
you must re.ember the condition that exists to-day ~ take 
the mines that are producing to the Nationel Neilway today, 
I don't think 4% 46 any exeggeration that we could produce 
fvom two to three times that the railway is teking, eo thot 
it is maturelly highly competitive. 


COMMISSIONAR WHEATLEY: There were some figures thet went through the 
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Distriet in 1919 from the North American Collicrics; were 
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you with them at that time? 
Yes, I entie with them in 1919. 
It was Mir. Lovatt that gave inforsmtion at that time, if 
my memory serves me right, The figures ere: Working 80 

per cent. of the time as ogdinst 50 there was 4 saving of 


cues 


1,16 per ton. 

Well, I could not say anything Sbout thet. As I say, in 
1919, I wes on the selling end, I wasn't on the operations: 
I afadn't come in on that until about 1920. 

It 4g quite an outstanding fi¢ure for & comporison. 

Well, of course, Mr. Lovatt's collieries , you have to 
take into consideration one of thea way at Letbbri dee, 
where the up-keep of that mine alone, when it ie idle, 

is abound $15,000, @ month. That is an ebmormal condition, 
you know; the Galt is about the same; it costs $15,000 

a month to keep “ sine in shape; so, if you are producing | 
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Wilijan J, Dick 
cool against that you could secure fieures thet would 
Look fairly high, but taking an average condition, it 
would not be anything like thet figure; I am perfectly 
satisfied on that point. 
THE CHATRUAN; To come back @ little, Mr. Dick, There is 6 potentiad 






market for Alberta steam conl in the West, you think, of 
gome three million tons? 

A That ie the iaportation of Americal coal into Fort Willies 
and West. 

2 | BHA to wet practically the whole of that e reduetion of 

how much 8 ton lata down in Winnipeg, roughly, the differ- 

enee to meet the Americal coel in Winnipeg? 

A Your firure wes 7.117 

Apeinat 9.267 

A You can take, now, that 45,00 anyway ise the cout of heuling 


&2 
— =< etree 28% tece 2 


the doa) eo that mmkes yout em 2612; Af you want to 

put it on an equal basis, to sey your col at the mine, 
but I think in that connection that, in view of the fact 
thie money is @ll spent in Canada, it mpplies traffic on 
the railway, 1t is taken on at a period when the sumer 
aonths , and also winter, but most of this coal ig taken 
during the sumier months, @ period whon their cars ere — 
idle; they heve to mainte in ‘heir trecks, keep their 
orpanization topether and so on; thet I think would be ighite 
possible, that if we had a mice around 3.50 to 3.75 at 
‘the nine I think it would be ee anced to secure that 
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¢ What would be necessary to get down to that? . 

Ap you know, recently, there have been agreements made 

in the Pass which ere in the right direction; I would say 

substantial reductions have been made there. Unfortunately, 

they do not apply as yet to the field that T am operating 

and there 46 not a any question at all about the fact 

that we have got to secure a similar reduction to thet or we 

Pass out2 

Do you know what effect that will have? 
A Tt woulda think that will bring our price feirly close to 

competing on that figure with American cool. 
Q Fairly close +0 3.75 or 350? : 
Well, I cannot say in regard to that but I think I woulda heve 
& fair proposition to go to the railwey in order to get 
them to turn over that territory; we might be ont of line 
25 or 35¢ but it is worth wying because your proposition 
that you would have to put up to a railway or anyone is 
this, thet in this area, we will suppose Winnipeg and wast 
for a certain distance that they use 400,000 tons of eoal, © 
and they we geving in purchesing American ool] in that 
territory/from ea mximun of, say, 1.85 at Winnipeg to 
nothing at the competing point, so that the averag¢e saving, 
or the total amount of money that they save by using American 
conl in this competitive exen, suppose, amounts to '4620,000., 
just to mike © case, there is the belance of the territory 
where there is 1,300,000 tons or more of Alberta coal used; 
the reduction you give to them applies to this 1,500,000 
tons as well as to the area where American codl wes used 
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Will ds DL 
pefore, so thet you do not have to compete on the some 
basis at Winniper but on the total aggregate. 
As long es they will agree ov gonsider the agererate? 

A As long as they will agree to consider it, 

As to the technical aspects of coel yoduction, there has 
been wninformd criticism that our col here costs too much 
pecawe it is not mined right. What have you got to say 
shout that as en operator in this field? 

A Well, I would like those that make that remrk ~- all we 
could say ig to come end try it. ilo, as fer as the opera- 
tions ere concerned here, the conditions eve totally 
aifferent. ‘The conditions underground ere different, as 


Cates See SOP wt 


explained to you by Ir, Allan yesterdsy. They have more 
regular conditions and the condition of the industy iteelfy= 
If you have an operation where you are working 300 days | 
aux ing the yeer, it pays to make ecapitel expenditures iz 


you can reduce your Gost of operations, but where you are 





ap apainst an industry like we have in Albarte, where we 

work eightmonths this year and are on givike six next, the 
overhead on your machinery, if you could instal it, would make 

@ much more expensive operation than the one on which you 

need labor; 60 the very mature of the industry itself pre- 

eludes the introduction of machimry, whereas, in the states, 

it might sesist in redueting the cost of operation. I think 

that 19 particularly true in regard to the lignite coal. 

I think a men ie in the mout fortunate position that just 

‘has 8 gopher hole. | 
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Williem J. Dick 

Tn the calculation you have oe making of what is necessery 
to get the market, you have/counted on any yeduetion on 
the freight charge? Of course, that is the reiiways* own 
charge you are dealing with? 
Yes, and the fact of the matter is that we have favored our 
selves in @ manner because we have considered 1% costes the 
game rate per ton mile to hani Sest avit dows West. 
they claim it actually costes less to hanl coeal to the west 
then bast because they get the empy car hanl , so we favored 
our selves on these Figtree bese = 4ving the same woight 
to the haul from the eant/ae from the west to the cast. 
In other words, you would heave no hope of the railway for 


wateae + # 
BS sot & 


ite own coal calculating on @ leaser basis than a helf cent " 
e ton aile? | ! : ak eee 
No, I don't think so; {t think the position of our railway is ) 
such that we get & Lot of things lees than what we are 
entitled to eet them for. They are & business concern the 

ehme 2s enybo dy else and you cannot get any reduction fran 
them without putting it on to something else of the general 
whet about ptorege? 

Well, i cannot see that, an far au our bituainous coils are 
concernea, where there ie ary possibility of storage where — 
you have a suhiiee in Winnipeg where the American ool is 
some two ‘dollars a ton below our own, sO that I cannot see, . 
unless we eet ‘these ‘other: “things thr ough - if we are eble 

to get auiteble woge redustions it might be powstble to put 

in a storage, either on 8 pool errangenent or through inaavidr 
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operators to take care of the commercial tonnage. 


£9 


You moan Winniper is the only place ? 

A Yes, that is the only place where they use coal in 
quantities. The railway companies do store coal for 
their own purpose, But there ig @ market for steam eml 
of two to three hundred thousand tons. The reilway is not 
teking aby big coal; end it would pay to store that coal | 
because you would receive the advantage of the full tine 
operation, and if you had 6 merket and the price was right, 
but you can understand it would be foolish for anyone to 
store coal under the American mrket unless you had your 
market subsidized, that you realized you would be always 
able to sell thet coal in Winnipeg. 

Q IT notice we asked in one of our questions about the lines 
Act, you say: "0.K. but adds to cost of production os 
apainst United stetes competition.” Could you elaborate 
on that? | 

A As I understand, these are matters thet will be brought 


ont but there are others who would be more compe tent 





to discuss it than I would, that is by actual experience, 

- 4n United States; but there is no question they are allowed 
to use electricity to 6 nuch preater extent theh we are 
allowed to do and our Boilers Act and Worknen's Compenisa~ 
tion Act, and so forth, all increase the cost of production | 
as against that which our competitors have to do aross the 
line, but I think it would be better to leave thet matter 
for others who can discuss this end give you the informat- ) 
4on as based on practical experience in the States. 
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| Widen J. Diek 
COMIsst ONER WHEATLSY;: It is rather a big sta tewent +O mike whon you 
, come to consider the loss of life in the states as com 
peared with the loss of Lifeoin Alberta. 
A Well, what do you mean to infer by thet? 
R I mean to say, per capita, per tonnage production, the 
loss of life in our mines through our strictor rerulationa 
is much less than the states. 
A Well, I would not say whet¥er I agree with that, in this 
way, that is, I have not any figures up to date but I | 
could submit a chart to the Commission which ia up to, I 
think, 1913, where 1t+ showed, as far as Canade is conseerned, 
our accident rate is higher than any other country in the 
world. Now, what has happened since 1913, I can't tell you; 
but they were decidedly below the accident rate in Canada, 
Yes, you took in the = « 


No, coal mining. 


i FF £ 


You took in the Hillcrest explosion, before the revision 
of our Act? 

I took every year from 1886 to 1913 indLusive. 

Conld you chert it from that time since? 

Yes, surely. 


a > pS 


It would be very nice if you would because ow Mines Act 
has been amended, as you complain - 

A Oh, I don't meke any stateuemt agkinst the ines AG%s: 
I don't complain, 
But I would Like to see your chart because it will show — 7 
greater conservation of life from 1913 on, ginee the lines — | 


Act has been ontone ttn: | you now, 0 1 will agree 


th te 
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with you. 

2 CHAIRMAN; We would be very much interested to see that chart. 

A Well, Mr. sterling could do that, probably, much better 
than I could; he has @11 the fects and figures. 

Q Where is this report you speak of? 

A It isin wy office; it is published in connection with 
Mine Rescue Work in Camda and I have a copy of 1t in 
my office. | 

COMISSTONR WHEATLEY; That chart would appeer to be, in need of 

further revision since that time, what has taken place — 


Blnce. 


BS | 
‘THS CHAIRMAN: Mr, stirling, will you do that? 
‘UR, STIRLING; Yes, Twill get thet. 


“THE CHAIRMAN: ‘Thank you very wuch, lir, Dick. 


LIViIseG stone suIT HEH, 
| Being calied as a witneys, end duly sworn, was exemined by 
“HS CHATRMAN: | | 
WITNESS: Mr. Chair.an, in our report we aubmitted a statent nt 
concerning the storage of coal and we stated that we knew 
OF coal thet had been stored for over seven years and it. 
weg still usable. . I went ‘this morning to the Colonel 


sec Bers wre & 


Farquhar school in Beverley and I took these samples from ns 
a pile thet had been lying there since February, 1917 « The we 
school was closed and has never been used since. I had to - 
Light & match to see where I was going. I took the sauple ) i 
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in the dark and this 4s the cool I took ont (produoing). 
I may say it is/very damp place. I think this coal] was 
taken from the Humberstone mine. 





| 2 Theat is eight years. 

THS CHATRMAN;: itr. Stansfield, would you like to take @ sample of this 
| end see how it tests out? 7 

MR, STANSFIELD; I would be quite plea to do th att 


A 
& You have not had anything as long as that? 
A Some years ofo a man in New Zeelend had some that had been 


stored some thirty years and we enealyzed them but the trouble — 


wos that the old samples had been analyzed by very donb tful 
methods so we could not very well compere them. 

Q How hed they been atored? 

4 Just in the museam cases. — 

COMMISSION IRINNAN; Where was this stored? 

: : A, MQ. SMITH: Im 8 conerete school basement. It started crack- 

ing immediately I brought it outside, Se soon as it was 

. exposed to the ~ 

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Stansfield,/yeu would conpare it with analyses of 

coal from the same mine - ? 

A WR, STANSFIELD: We have original enslyses from the same — 
mine, I tried to reise the point yesterday that we have 
found cases where the celofific velue has gone with ar y 
coal faces because oxygen hes formed moisture and Poe) 

) in weight and we have really got 4 more matured col. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr, smd th , would you give your evidence now or would you 
| prefer to weit? 
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Commission 1s willing? 
“a That would be ell right. 
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NORKAR PRA SER. 
being called ag & witness was duly sworn end exenined by 


ot You are connected with the Prager -liecKay Colliexiest 
Fraser-liacKay Collderies, Limited. 

Q And previously you. war e mine inespector of the Ova at 
one time? 

A Yeas 

How many years a¢o was that? 

khout Gight, in 1908 - 'OY and '08 I wes mine inspector 
for the province. 

Ana were you mining coal before that? 


I was acting as mine manarer for various compan eu. 


r >) 


Here and - ? 


In Alberta, yes, and B. C. I have been ongaged in mining for 
thirty years. | 
Tow, ir, Prager, your mine is in the Clover Bar District? +e 










> & 


*tpp 


Yes,sir. 
One of the lignite or domestic mines. Where is your narke’ 
Well, we mirket a good deal of coal AORALT in Atver ts, 
sake tohewan, and some in lianitoba. | 


> © 


I notice by your return thet an the lest four yeary you 


a 


have operated between BO and 65 per cont. capacity? | : 
About thet. i nee 


Ah 
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Horman Prager 

Well, we would have to have o market for our coel in the 
summer monthe, We run fairly steadily, practically full 
capacity froa October until the end of February, about Live 
month se | 
so that yours is purely a seasonable problea? 
Absolutely. | 
Do you see any direction in which to look for iuprovenent? 
Well, there might be some 4uproveuwent if the consumers would 
store their @oal or take in their winter eupply a Little 
earlier it might make our season bepin © Little earlier in 
the fall. i think, being & domestia eval, the seagon will 
elweys fingeh ap in the spring, the rush sc@son, and there 
will be always the slackness for several months in the 
| early sumer. 
Any other suggestion + ? You heve heard lire Dick's evid- 
ence, for inutence, sbout markets. Ie 1t the question of 
cost - 7? 
Of course, 1f we hed wider markets for our coal, I am not 
altogether sure that a wider werket for our coal would enable 
ws to work more in swaner time because, even if we had a 
wider herxet, I don’t think thet wider market would want 
the coal right in the summer months anyway because we are 
®& purely domestic coal. 
And therefore & seegoneal operation? — 
It is; we practically get ont #11 the coal that our plant 
cen produce for four or five wonths in the year, ae 
On the point of weges paid, then, that seagonel feature 
comes into 1t pretty strongly? 
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llor man Fraser 


eta NE RCH Cee AA A, 


Yes, of course, we have a certain number of men who work 
for us a11 the year sround and then we have another bunch of 
men whom we rely on coming in in the fall; the gine nen 
come yoor after year. Por instance, this past winter, 1924- 


25, I think our personnel amongst the miners, I think we had 


only six men different from what we hed the previous year 


in the whole mine and we have a matter of seventy nines 
working. ... 

And then those men are employed in the mmmer at what? 
Welly ® good weny of them, I know they have their own fermsg 
end homesteads in the summer months ana it sults then very 
well to leave us in the fivet of Merch and come back just. 
after thrediing time. sometimes we have & scarcity of mon 
in the early port of the fall, in October, if threshing is 
late; we often hold the pleces open for the men that we know 
eave experienged in our mmm mine Gnd give us good results 
and we know they sre coming backs We Mave their addresses — 
and we have & system of finding out in the fall whe th er 


they are coming in Spain or note 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; You prefer to take those men? 
A 


We prefer to toke Mews men who have worked for us before; — 
they know ow conditions and they are experienced; they 
give us better resulta. | , | wy ot Bhi | 
Well, that 1s fairly sviteble iain din your case, then? 


Yes, we have little change in the personnel of our miners. 


We have wen that have worked in that aine for from nine to 
fourteen yours, the same nen, 
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Norman Fraser 
Regarding the rates that you pay, is there any union among 
your sien? 
Yes, we have @ wiion.e 
Which union? 
The Edmonton District Union. 
The Edmonton and District Federation? 


Yess. 


$0 that the rates paid are the rates. that ~ 


Arve the rates of that union. 


| MAT STORER WHSATLEY; . Whet percentage of your conl is used Looally? 


Well, at one time we were using, I would think, - I think 
we have returns of that, have we, Mr, Hvans, in our returns? 
Yo, 41t would be given to the Mines Deyortme nte 

At one time we used wobably about 70 per cent.locally 

when our output was smiller; as our output inc-eased we 

had to get further ont and now this last year, J don't 
think we habe used 25 per cent.locally; we have lost a lot 
of business locéliy on account or the gas coming ine The . 
eae is quite a competitor of cosh in this city. . One thing 
I think ds unfeir in that competition ~ it may seem & smeli 
item but. every Little bit counts - for instence, we have got 
a prodncers' tex; we are taxed et the rate of 5¢ a ton for 
producing coal; the gus company produce gas, they have no 
tax and they ere in. coupetition with tie 


Looked #% as @ coal men, have you worked out any ideas of the 


equivalente of gan and coat? eee a tne 
T couldn’ % give very accurate evidence on that, Mc. Evans, 


Iwas wondering if you knew - 
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Norman Pre ser 





A But, speaking from what we do mow about actual results, 
we have found in places that have tried the gas out in 
heating big buildings where they are using the cheaper 
grades of coal the fas comes © good ded dearer. In 
some houses fas is about the sam cost @s coal, in others 


more and in some instances & little less, depending & great 





deal on the heating fixtures in the house. 

pees BBE OR WHSATLSY: Well, that has cat in on your tonnage for the 
averaee year, Have you made up the difference in widening 
your searket? 

A Well, this last year wae the firet year that we were under 
the ae * cee and there are other factors have enter~ 
ed into/this yeay, such a6 8 strike in the southern field 
which gave us en outlet for our coal, so we con hardly tell 
yet; wo got a lot of outside business probably owing to 
that steike which we may not get agein; we don't know yet 
until we have another year's trial. 


> 


There were comucnts umde &e regards the marketing of coal 

and the zoning of coal. How do you feel on that? 

. A Well, the whole thing is a matter of price at which you 

: ean afford to sell your coal at the mine; for instance, | 
from Toftela-they-have an iextresely (low grade of eurfece 
coal; they get it in strip pits end they sell from one | 
“mine there - I suppose they sell nearly 100,000 tons a 
year and they ship it quite a distance, Tight in coupetition 
with higher grade coal from Sduonton here. It is just auntte 
of pice; they can afford to sell it cheap because they | 

gine it cheaply. 

























Lac ivned ceblon epode weit ib ow tart ape : be 
nt ee ane srit Saket: evad ¢ art avooms ak beach ont oe ee. oe 
we¢acds off githadt ou yoni stedw wi Bi. a 

ae .te-20b tie fooy © #Oi000,, asa oat Sai na a8 

s a mde: ptt , ftoo: Be tuo ear: dhs ‘eke: Sued ab way ooanord ombe ) 

. $i6% 5 gulouersa ete ol onthe cy voonat wt t etod aE Dae om 2 

“.pectod O42 sh ao tate gultaed elt 10 Laeb 
Bit 2 egamuog wey mo a dee wed sade tie’ weanaani § 
qatnol te. tz sonore odd ttn “onan me ‘ovat betancialtect 

















Soh Ait.» xaw cian tetrh odd 2ow sci teal «Ltow | 
Tet Me ova arorost waddo eta © tock Bia ee See ‘ 
BLops eenaatin gar et etiate & oe “dete”  eaey ubdd\otnt: bo. 
fled giirad: ta0 ew ou fo we woh deltwo: ho ae oveg dont 
ov nitwo Yidedow dagiten’ obiedto: to tot & fog ow eg 
oe woes o*wab ow pittesa fog fom “wae ow dekiw onkste fede i 
Lala a sey wedtoas ered ow f8t0 . ia 

hd to iggeerectgae ott ebayer al ebaa ottounon:ovew EoAT 
D2 oS geal we Loot 0% oh wo .La60 Re Seamed | 4 








“191- 
Tormen Preaser 

Zoning woul ¢rotard that? 

Well, it is & pretty hard proposition to make it o zone by 
law that you must not ship outside thet sone to a conmmer 
outsiae that tone; if you can out your price to him in 
comrer ison to & meee in the other zone, he would want 
your coal. 

We will no doubt be hearing tomorrow from the chairman of 
the Union to which your men belong. Have you any coment 
that you want to mke on existing wage scales? 

Well, ag they affect the industry in this northern field 
here, there is one thing, there are so many different scales, . 
the field is not all unionized, and the mines that are water: 
the union rate of wages ore penalised as opainst those that 
are poying the lower seale, It mesns that to get any busin- 
ess 8t 811 in the dail season you have got to sell your 
coal below cost, from the union mines. 

Whet is the aifference between the union seale and the non- 
union sc@le? We have not been able to ret it yet. 
; Well, to the best of uy knowledge there is at least 

an average of a dollar a dey difference. 





| Q The non-union wage ig an averege of a dollar & day less? 
A ess than the union in this Uetrict, ® dollar a bonged per 
pone | tunis | | 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; And what de the average for your men on contract? 
A Our average,in the last yenve arbitration we got out the 
everoge rates ond they ran between $6.60 and $7.00 per aay 
for contract miners. | 
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| Norman Fraser 
Thet was in 1921, was it? 
Well, we were working on the sQme rate per car that we 
are working now and that is about the average at the present 
time; the average is from $6. to O76 a dsy;in the sumer 
time the average is a little higher for the days we work 
because we have all very experienced miners, we keep the 
best miners. | 
You pay your Labor 4.50 per day, I believe? 
Underground labor 4.50, surface lebor $4, a day for eight 
hours, 50g. an howr§ | 
The non-union mines are a dollar below thet? 
Yes, they are & dollar on an average; there may be sone 
rates that are not & doller and others that are nore. 
Let me get thet arain. Yow inside ~ - 
The comion labor inside is 4.50 a day for eight hours, 
comion lebor for outeide ie 50¢ an hours 
And you think the non-union mines averare about 4 dollar 
& dey Less? 
A dollar a day less, teking the rate right through, the 
miners and everybody will be about a doller a day less. 
Take at Pembina, I am led to believe that they have aipned 
up en agreement with their wen there on & basis of 4.50 
@ any for the best rate ase against our $5. here. They have 
been paying the seme rate which wo have been paying up to 
a short time ago. bhe baw | 
They are about half way between the non-union mine end your 
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19 Se 
| Norman Fraser 

Q How many mines in this district, your competitive 
district, are organized and how many unorganized? 

A Well, there are about seven organized, six to seven 
orgenized mines in the city betweon two different unions; 
there is two supposed to be organized with the U.iieW. 
ana there are four, I think, with the local union; then, 
the phe tes ene we have & matter of about eight non- 
akin aumeaei thse mines. 

Q That is an almost even break in nusbers? 

A YOss | 
How about the output? 

A Well, I think about the same in output, too, just about 
the same. There will be about fifty per cent. of the coal 
from the union and fifty per ceat. from non-union, 


fo 


In other words, then, half the coal mines, both as to 
numbers and in seize, are working on a union rate and 


about the other half on non-union? 


te 


Yeu, just talking roughly that will be about it. 

2 That would seem to make rather unequal conditions? 

A It mikes, now re unon came in here md we have 
established @ union rate without being able to vary it to 
meet the sumer conditions eae we used to do - it means 

theLecal mines have not been able to get any contracts 


for shipping coel in summer, power house coal, from 






either this city or other cities; we have been able to get : 
a little but not very much. | 

}UMISS TONER WHEATLEY; These non-union mines run in the sumer time and 
: the union mines do not? 
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Well, I don't suppose either of us run full time but they 


Norman Fraser 


certeinly produce more cos] in sumer than we doe 

You, I understand, only work five months in the year? 

Five months at full capacity, yes, st any time. 

Does your mine close down at any period? 

No, we have got to keep it open and keep it under repair. 
For ingtance, we worked one aay this week, with corew of 
about forty men as ageinst seventy to seventy-five in 
winter. | 

Does that continue throughout the summer in thet uemer? 
Well, 4% is evidently doing it this year; we seem to be 
having more idle time this year than previously; we used to 
figure on about three days a week but we don't seem to get 
it this year. I think the worst month we had last year was 
in the month of Abgust. We worked eight or nine days in 
August and we worked probably twelve days averare another 
month (the other months?). 

Labor under that condition would have very little wages 

for the month, wouldn't it? | 
It is very herd for a miner thal has got to stay with the 
mines 411 the yeer. 

And you desire these men if you work two or three das 8 
week, you need to mintain your staff? 

Well, mout of those men are resident in the strict, have | 
their homes and they cannot move away to find work in othe 
places very readily; some of them do but & number of | 
them are practically around to stay. ) 3 
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Jorman Fragen 
such a wonth ag the month of september, nine days, would 
give you @ wage of + - 
As &@ matter of fact, in August. 1924, you only worked 
seven days? I knew you were speaking from memory. 
Yes, that was the worat month we have experienced. 


Well, in June seven days, of the same miuuer, 


Yes, the same sumer. 


But that is auch worse than anything previously’ 

Last year we began to feel we could not get any sumer 
business last year; previous years we heve had contracts 
for 15,000 tons and things like that spread over three 

or four months, from the power house, but we have not been 
able to get our wices down 8s to compete for that 
business. 

That has gone to non-union mines? 


Yes, the last two years. 


COMMISSIONGR WHEATLEY: What mines ere these you wnerer to? 


a. 





Well, Cardiff mines have got quite a share of thatebusiness 
the last two years. 

In 1924 you worked eight days in May, seven in June, ten 

in July and seven in August? 

"24? 

Last summer, yes, oo there were four months in which your 
best month was ten days; the wen that worked for you,would 
they work for you eight, days in liay and get any other work 


the rest of May? 


(90 per cent. of those men would not get any other work; 5 


4 Aan, of them, IT know, could £411 in a Little extra tine but 
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Rie Norman Fraser 


90 per cent. of them woula be without work except the work 
that we gave them. 


POMLT.STONR WHHATLSY: ItSeputd them on a very low average wage? 


Yes, it does; of courwe, I pointed out, they make a little 
higher wages by the day in sumer, those men, than the 
average all over the mine because they ere the bestminers; 
while I say our average wos between $6. and 87. “e 
yertiouler men male more than thols right @long and vedes 
the best and most experienced wen, so their average wage 
might be another 50 or 75, ebove the average for the year 
but still it 1s 8 low wage by the wonth. 

Well, what ig the remedy for that on a permanent basis, 
ur, Fraser? 

Well, I don't see any remedy; those men I am talking about, 
they have worked there, they have done that for years; 
they must figure teking what they can earn in the winter 
time and averaging it up in the summer, that they mua be 
ahead of further industries or cellings. Now, it is 

not like @® closed camp where ® man cannot get any other 


work, we have many other industries around the city: 


‘evidently the men feel they would rather etay where they arg 


than change their line of occupation. 

Do they ¢o in for a market garden? 

Well, most of those men grow vegetables, but I don't think 
many of them grow them for sale, | 
For their own use? 


Just for o ern se tEome addition to thelr Living? 
* 
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Norman Fraser 
a s Oh, yes, it is; &® good many of our men own their own houses, 
they have not rent to pay during that tine, 
2 They have taxes to pay, though? 
A A good many of them own their own cars, too; they like to 


have &® little time in summer to ride eround. 





MISSIONSR WHEATLEY: They haven't bought sany cars on seven days & month 
and on four days a month. 
A There have sevenel of them bought new corg this last winter. 

CHAIRMAN; I would like to get right to the bottom of this, ur. Freser. 
You heave nothing to sugrest that will change the seasonal 
character of your main operation? 

A No, it is ® domestic fuel and the market for domestic fuel 
is in the winter time when people need coal. We could 
lengthen our season by a little earlier storare in the fell. 

Q That would increase the totel, though unless you increised 
the market at the same time « 

| A. Well, you are right there, 

COMMISSIONZ2 IRINEAN; It would give a steady employment to fewer men? 

| A That is so, 

‘THE CHATRUAR: But beyond that, to take care of this swamer drop, you 
have no suggestion? 

A It will elways be the came in a domestic mine. 

Q Are there too many mines for the peal of the domestic con- 
sump ti on? 7 | 

A Well, im some districts there may be. I would say generally 
there are; we even lose odd days in the winter time for 
went of business, odd dayu. 
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Vorman Fraser — 

Q Of course, from the returns we have had from ali ever the 
provinee , your operation is better operation than any 
Other district shows while you are at it. 

A Yes, I think we realize that up here, 

Q There are not the evidences on the surface of so much 
over-development at all seasons as there are elsewhere. 

h nad you see, in this field this yeer, this spring, two 
of the largest mines have closed down; they are worked 

out, ight im Sdmonton; that will take a thousand ton 
a day off the market, ond while the other mines will 
Likely increase their output a little to take care of any 
extre demande p~-— 





Not many new mines - 7? 
A No, not right in this district; it is | sm1l coal area, 
that is worked at the present tine here, 


£> 


How do you market your coal? 

A Well, we sell through agents and jobbers and we have & 
yveteil company in town, our own company which distributes th, 
the coal to the consumer in the olty. ‘ 

Q That naturally satisfies you or you would not do it that 


a eee 


way? 

A Yes, -- 

g Ronghly speeking, what is the spread between what you ret 
for the coal and what. the consumer poys? 

4 Sell, by the carload the jobbers get from 25 to 55¢ a ton, 
on an average. | | 

Q Well, for that what do shines ado? . 
Well, al get your orders, they keep travellers out on 
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Normon Fraser 





on the road, set your orders and are responsible for 
collections. 

That iu, you look to them for the money? 

Yes, they pay ua; with the amall operation such &e ours 
it would really cost us more to have trevellera on the 
road ourselves; & jobber probably handles two or three 
afferent classes of coal, that is one traveller, and you 
have the benefit of that. 

Then, coming down to the dealer, I suppose we will get 
evidence of that much better from others? 

Yes, I cannot tell you what epread the dealer has. 

I understood we could get more evidence from the actual 
reteiler. What are your views as to the present Mines Act? 
regulations affecting your field? 

Well, they are 211 right. We hawe e non-gaseous field and 
I do not know if there are any ports of tmt Act thet are 
not necessary for the safety of the mines; I don’t think 
of any right now, sometimes we feel that the Act is made 
to suit the mines at lerre, eupecially the birror wines, 
pausy mines, and we have to comply with the sam regula. 
tions whieh,es applied, to’ om mine,is really red tape 
pecause we don't have conditions which warrant certain 
apphications but still the Act is made for the whole 
country and we have got to comply with it. 

Woula you think it wonla be desirable to differentia te? 

I think 80; in some cases it might pay although it com- 


plicates the Act. and I don't. Ve thane AY Pa Bi ae eat 
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irksome ae repards reports and things you have got to 
ao; I don't think they are any more costly. 

~~ You don't think they are mterial ag to the co st? 

A I don't think so, 





‘MISSTONER WHSATLBY: It is merely with regard to reports you have . 

reference? | 

A Yeu; well, the working out of the Act within the MING 

You don't find that - 

No, I don’t; I don't see anything in that Act Ss regards 

our mines but whit we probably need for safety. 

What system of ventilating have you? 

A Well, in the winter time we have s very food naturel 
ventilation a8 long as the weather is freezing or below 
and after that we have mechanical ventilation. 

Fen? 

A Fan. There 4u on auondment that hes just gone through now 
in that Act that seems unnecessary for a mine euch as ours, 
that id, thet every mechanicel ventilator shall have a 
recording guage. Wo heve always been used to having & 
water guege, which te just a slmple thing, costa very 
little, Our water guage, in & mine swh 86 ows, does not 
very, it is only at the most probably between an eighth and 
o quarter of an inch: it seans practically nothing; and we 
have got to go now and buy 8 recording instrument and keep 
thet up, 60 8s to take those charts off all the time; it is 
looks to me « I can't see it mkes the mine any more sefe 


yr gives us any more information as reper at min 
the rece y, standpoint than our one wyet evine a sans 
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water guage is concerned. 

THE CHATAWAN;” But, in the case of anything happening through ventile- 
tion foiling, you would have something to prove, or 
something that seemed to be sure + in case of failure of 
ventilation? 

Well, 1f the fan stops or anything like that, if you have 
a water guage, the water guage nos got to be reported every 


so often, under ordinary circumstances ; for instance, there 
ig always in our partiguler mine and small mines like ours 
working lignites, © eurrent of air through most of the mine 
even if your fab was stopped because we Wark on natural ; 
vontiletion and there 49 slweys some difference in temper- 


ature outside and in , whichever way the air ig going. 


OMMISSIONER WHEATLSY; Wheat will be the cost of this epplicence you 


speak of? 

850, or s9, but that is just one little thing. I am not 
kicking about it; 1% is all right; it is & very nice thing 
to look at up there and has a niece Magram but I cannot 
see where it upkes any more sefety to the men or mine and. 
it is @ little more expensive, in & non-peseous mine. 
Waen't there some dispute as to an explosiion where some 
officials were killed as to whether the fan was running or 
not? Don't you think it is an 1d4eelthing to cut out any 
‘@igcussion as to where the fault may lie? 

I cannot see where it 16 any use in 8 mine such @s ours, 
This was supposed to be & non-gaxseous mine; it is always 
these safe mines where these things happen, You know that 


28 well as I do, where these things happen. 
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A I don't know @Qnything about that. 
MMISSIONER MRINNAN; It doesn't matter whether it is @ chart or water 
guage, if you don't look at it you don't know? 
4. It doesn't matter, if you haven't a chart on it you don't 
KNOW » at 





Pout Ts STONER WHATLEY : when the fan stops that chart refuses to register. 

| it is a good domonstretion and a good proof as to where 
the fault bes?’ | | 

A of course, 4f anybody is looking at the chart and if it 
ata stop recording, they heve at the same moment they see 
the fan stops to start it going. : 

a In the case of an accident they can know where to lay the 
DLaING » 

Bp CHAIRMAN; Have you any coument to make on the Workmen's Compensa- 
tion Act? 

A It costs us & lot of money. The trouble is thie ,from the 
practical end, from what you notice in the mine; when the 
mine isn't working very steady, if o mon gets © little hurt 
he ig not very enxi ous to get back on the psy roll because 


|. 
a 
| 


he ji oe to stay off and draw hip goupensati on, 
COMMISSIONER WHEA TLE 
Q 


| Have ou instances of that? 
A it is very. hard Pro ving thove things vat my belief is 
that has happened at ¢4men end aleo - well, I xnowcof one 
case right in my wind right thie women’ where @ man Was 
going to be laid off and he azked the pit boes if he 
_eouldn't put him on compense tion; he sea he had never been 
(on compensa tion yet, he thought ne ought to be. 
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Kormen Frage 


No, air. I think it seems to be remarkably easy for the 
nines to get by with their silments with the doctors; 

the oftener a doctor sees & MAN, he hag got every incentive 
to keep him off from work, he is paid by the visit. 

Does that reflect on + - 

It is husan nature, If you have &n accident polisy and 

are hurt, I know a sallow likes to get all he can out of 
his accident policy. 

Ien't thet the point? Would not those sauc thingy take 
Place unier any system of insurance you would have to carry? 
Well, yes, but the amount payable when & man is off is | 
getting pretty hig mow and itis mre incentive to be off. 
At one time he was getting & good desi less. If we made it 
@ good deal higher still I have no doubt people would rather 
be off a good deal more; that iw common senue, I think, 

the way human nature is. 

In other words, 2# your criticism is that the scale paid 

is high? } 
It amounts to that; 1+ makes for some men - I know owe have 
men that would not lay off a day unless they had to but. 
there are others that the temptation is very great to ley off 
a little extra time owing to the present scale being as high 
as it ie. 

Ig that a serious factor in your operation? é 
Well, the be has got to poy for it in the end, The Compense- 
tion Board has got to break eyen on their compensation and 


they have got to set the rate accordingly. | 
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Norman Fraser 








TCOMMISSIONMR WHZATLEY; What is your rate? 
| A Well, I just cantt give you the figures; itien't my end of 
the business; ay partner attends to that; but I have worked 
it ont at times and it has run up to about 5 cents a ton, 
I think it works out to, 
Q Have you 4 heavier liability then the rest of the mines? 
A I don't think so; I think we have very few accidents &t our 
ie mine but, you see,it is the rate, it doogn't metter what 
your liability is it is the rate you pay; it isn't a mtter 
for Gispute; the returns go in énd it can be easily worked 





out, the tonnage ena what we ply. 

WHE CHATRIAN: We have it from you? 

A Yes; I wouldn't like to give it off-hand 

“COMMISSION WHEATL“Y; There isn a heavier liability where there is more 

| eccidents,in some cases; you ere not under that? 

% A _ We just pay & regular assessuat, 

THE CHAIRWAN: I bee you think transportation rates should be Lower? 

| 4 Well, thet is the general opinion of the coal men. We seem | 
to be suspicious that they could be lowered. We have asked 

} oa 
the coal men at various times to get some statistics about | 
; the cout of carryine coal, what the actwl cost is, and we) 
| have never been able to fret any definite firures from the 
railway; it hes been asked by the Mining Institute and 
there has been & lot of telk along those lines but we have _ 
never been able te ny any definite figures, I haven't seen 
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Norman Fraser 
Q As @n Institute? 
A Well, I have seen some of lir, Chard's figures, 
Q You feel, after seeing the, some revision could be made, 
still? 
A Well, I think - Well, not having a chance to fo into date, 
I couldn't say, but out opinion ig that the coal could be 
carried cheaper than it is at the present time. | 
THE OHA TRAN: I suppose & food deal of your business is short haul 
business? 
A Our particular mine, we send quite a bit of coal to ahha due, 
too; this last year we have done 60. 
7 Q But other business? 
A Well, seskatchewan, Saskatoon. 
9 You would have a good deal of short haul dusiness, where 
| the rate tg higher? 
; A Yess 
Q With the seme terminal charges? 
A Yes, 
Q You have made no orpanized move in that direction yet to 
eeeure lower rates? | 
A ‘No, we haven't. 
Q Have you had anything to do with the Ontario market? Have — 
you whipped any coal? | , 
A Well, I Just cannot say; it would be in ow returns if ba i | ce 
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did, the wevious year; i think we a44 ‘send some coal 

to ontar 10 on the trial shipment a year GEO OF BO. . 

You are not concernea in this errangene nt this year? 

| Yew, | we wid 1 probably be > vending woue, if there te any | 


wet he 





Benes’ 
‘ 


Teh 
of E 


RD Ped piso 











eat eure it 


my yet af OFn2 0G 


wpa tras” a? Lao Xo tt d & b otaioy toy om 


aie baad Link ot lore Ye Loeb beag 6 evad teow 0% 









' t wee" 


we erat ts! it ol ‘to mn i 
eo c . 







rt) S80 iy 








v Ab tgs 
t 


«od “onab ovat ow 


nae sci ote ora ia, otto 


ith de 


Smid at ie oat : 


Fs 








; vig ~ 2a nasil - ne in - xt ; 5 
{ i i : ; y 
. ‘ y t J . + 
i ahaha ae Soak A eae Be a Swe 
ran i ; a; iy { ey Ke he Hf KEI t rh i, hs 
4m, 





fuegnade Lop barged ane oie ere 








A 


A 


ao 


@205~ 
Norman Fraser 


coal sent from this district at all, we would likely be 
sending a little, get a share of the business. 

Have you any ideas yourself on thet? 

In which respect? 

on whether it 1s going to be 2 possible merket? 

Well, the while thing hinges on the cost of taking it down 
there, It looks, from what we know of the traffic, take 

the National Ratlway, it looks as if it would be advantageous 
to the country if the reailwegs would transport this coal 
down for the actual cost of moving 1t without adding on the 
overhead charges, they have thom to pay anyway, whether they 
have traffic or not, and if the coal industry were stimaleted 
in the west it would mean 8 rood deal of more employment 

and more populetion who, in turn, would have to get & good - 
gany of their mnufectured things from Hastern Cans da and 
cause more breffic on the railway thet way. 

You know the quality of your own ¢oe1 and you are acquainted 
with conls in general? 

Yess 

Have you made any caleniation as to prices that you @ ula 
comand an Ontario arainet 315, coke? 

Well, personally, I would rether burn thie coal ona pay — 
about $12, for 1% than have to burn coke and pay ebout 15. 
This 4s a very nice fuel to burn, ) 

Well, tracing thet price back with e 6.50 freight rate, which 
is the hope; distribution cogts in Ontario of what -? Have — : 
you any idea what they would heve to be there? Le 

Well, they could be able to diutribute coal in Ontario, in 
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COI AAA A CPL LORETO, 


foronto, as cheaply as they could in Kdmonton, 
What do you think it costs here? 


Do you think that is the retailer's spread? 
I think he should have about 1.50. 
CMMISSTONS? DRINNAN; In Toronto they would have to store the coal; here 


Q 

A On an average about 1,60 in the city here. 
Q 

& 





you ship fr oi the mine as you require it? 
A That is 60. 
Q It would have to be losded into sheds? 
| A It would probably cost 8 little more; ‘they would have to 


ee 


take care of the extra in delivery charges; the dondi tions 


of delivery there would be more, lit, LVENns. 


Q We are told they have to be handled by sacks, 


=— _ TPA GPE ET 


A That is very costly. 

THE CHATRMAN: The Winnipee comaiseion reported 2.75 a ton Gid not appear 
exorbitant. 

A Well, in Sduonton the cost of distribution is low because 





the system is for big loads; & man usually tekes & fuli-+- 
sized load, He can get it hauled cheaper and handled cheaper. 
Q Suppou ing we take & distribution cout in Ontario of 2.50 a — 
ton which, as far ae our information goes ot present, is 
Low, that would be $9.; it would still leave you $3. at the — 
mine without allowing eny deterioration in shipment. 
(Ho angwer) I think that has given ue o very food idea of 
the operation of the aines here, Thank you very much. We 
! had reserved the rest of this afternoon for lr, Welker and 
lit, saith but they will not be here $411 morning. Is there 
anyone else who is willing to tell us anything, Will you 
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MR, CAXPRBELE ; dust one point. 


WALTER a, GCAMPBALS, 

Being called as a witness and duly sworn, was examined by 
You.ere of the Cenadian Coal Company, Limited. 

There is just one point. I did not intend to give evidence 
and therefore I aid not bring ony charta or payers with me 
but it has been #814 that the non-union mines had consider~ 
Sable to do with the competitive market here in sdmonton 

regw ding large contracts. I wish to point out thet the 
Cardiff mines held the power house contracts when they were 
wider the UslisWei» sOGle just the same as they hold it to-day 
and it my be pointed out that the average of the mine, even 
to-day, on the ¢ontract men is 6.11 a day, go that there is 
very little difference in the auount thet oashman earns 
between the Edmonton Federation and the m-called non-union 
mines, non-union at the present time because of conditions 
that. existed after the strike, 


G44 TssTONM VHSATLEY: Yours is @ non-union mine? 


since the lest strike and, at the present tine they are sbout 
hal? UsiisWs4. mon and helf the other men but at the present 
time we have not retehed any decision as to whet to do on | 
the matter, 

Was that the average of your contract wages? 

6.11 and 1% wast else be pointed out that thet does enter 
into the competitive feature here because the difference | 
between the Clover Bar ficlds end the Ceraiff field is 20¢ 

a ton in freight rate. 
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| THS CHAIRMAN: Which way? 
4 That te, our's is 80¢ and their's 60, so thet 20¢ a ton on 
& mono mining ten tons | day, an sverige @ntract man, even . 
though there was 60¢ a day difference between the two 
schedules, it would be ogainst us rather than in favor OF Us, 
g Just let us get that worked out again. There ig a difference | 
of 20¢ against you? 
A A differential epainst us. 
Q What is your contract rete for mining? 
sf Well, as I say, T did not bring the acheanle with me but 
e ten will mine in the neighborhood of ten to eleven ton a 
day; his average earnings is 6.li.e : 
Q He ig getting 607 & ton, then? 
A Approximately; I think 14 1H 55, to be exact. 
| 2 Ana the union rete is -? Perhaps Mr, Gaith can tell us that. 
CCl Tes TOMER TRINUAN: Is that mehine mined coal, Mr, Campbell? 
: A Yes, Of course, the rate per ton makes vory little diifer- 
ence, anyways 
COMMISSIONSR WHSATLEY: Perhaps Mr. smith can tell us « 
MR, CAMPBELL; The only mine thet paid by tonnage was the 
Chinook; they paid 1,50 omer an ineh-and-a-half sereen; 
they have since paid by car rate. 
Q The Penn paid by tonnage? 
A ‘ity was only when they had &n inch-and~s~ quar ter ber, OF) 
I think they pay by the car now, | | 
ane 7 hat was the average per ton in your mine? 
A Well, 1 couldn't give you the exact figured. The Chinook _ 
mine ig the only one et the moment; we always paid over — 
A ee Pe, ) 
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Walter s.Campbell 


‘CouiiTss TOMA WHUATLEY; What is your 60g per ton? 

A Thet is straight mine run; of courwe, the esnditions under 
which men work and the amount they eern iw really the result, 

after all, ~ & man working in a 10-ft. seam will meke more 

then a wan working in © 4-ft. seam at the same rate, wo that 

when they disouss the amount each man earns, there ie very 

| little difference in the two fields. 

. THE CHAIRMAN; You say, then, the fact that you hold the sumer contrects 

de not ane to your being & nonsunion mine? 





A No, the difference in our price is notéthe difference in 
the fpricet, is not the aifference in the freight so that 
it cannot enter into it. 

COMMTISS ION DR INNAN: What day wage do you phy? 

| A Well, we pay our pit boss 225 ~ 
Q I mean laborers, | 
A From 3.80 to 4,50. 

COMMISSION WHEATLEY: Outside? 

) Yeu. 

Q- who does your work inside the mine? 

A The miners get so much & set for tinber and there is very 


ao 


little other work in the mine excepting the track men and 
the pump men. 

a What do you pay your track amen? 

A Well, ee T seg, T atan't mmmex intend to give evidence go 
I haven't them;,1 covld get the schedules for you if neces~ 

Q surely there is some work which you must do on day work; tt 
cannot be all contract? 





A Well, it is jus t the drivers and pump men. 
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What do you pay your drivers? 

Well, I cannot remember that either; it was aentioned 

here about & sumer seile, well, I think there is about 
five or six per cent. in some cases, between the men; that 
arrangesent is made with the men themselves but 1% doesn't 
amount to over - I think in the suumer scale they are aver- 
aging around 6,08 and the winter scale is 6,11. 

They get leas in the summer? 

Ye@B. | 

irs Praser's got more in the summer, 

Well, at our mine the men ere mostly homesteaders and farmers 
the same ce Mr, Fraser's and they co out in the summer and 
come in in the fall. 


_COMMISSTONE® WHSATLSY: There is some of the mines sround here who have 


a fifteen per cent. reduction in the summer tine; is your 
mine one of them?- 

per ton 
I don't think so; I don't think it is over 24¢/in the sumner 


time; I forget the exact amount now, 


QYour outeide day labor, for example? 


A 


No, there is very little reduction; we have very little out- 
side labor in the sumer time;with mine run coal you hardly 
need anybody on the tracks; you are not screening, possibly 
one @ay in two weeks, and you need nobody but one men ont 
in the yards, because you are duuping right into the cars, 
You load with the shovel inaide? | 
Oh, no, open cars. 

I mean to eay, in the mine?» 

Yes, lad with the ghovel. 


‘iachine mined coal? 
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‘THE CHARMAN; ‘This power house contract which this question is about, 


1 
: 
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> D> 


is that run of mine contract? 

ten. | 

Let by tender? 

Yes. 

And you bid underneath ~ 7? 

Yes, the difference in fice is one cent less than the 
difference in freight rates co thet ow price is 1.49 anda 
their's 1,68 and there fe 20¢ difference in freight rates. 
Vee your ice & delivered mice or at the mine? 

Oh, no, both prices are ot the ming 

Was your price - | 

LedD eo 

And an 80¢ freight rete? 

Yes. 

Thet mekes 2,297 


Lee, 


‘And the next bid was 1.68 aith a 60¢ freight rate, making 


effect of the 
2.26 delivered. There is only one cent between the/prices? — 


Something like theta yes, 


I don’t quite get your point yet. Your mine wice is 19¢ 
lees than their's? , | 

Yes, there ig & little difference in switching charges; 

I think they have o $& or 2,50 ewitehing charges; ours 4s 
$25 - Sno, ehvs . 

Leaving that out for the moment,youwr pice is 1.49 and 
their's 1.68. I don’t yet understand why that is not due 
to 8 difference in wages reid. 
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‘ Walter i. Campbell 

Why should it be? 

Well, if you pay less than they do? 

Yes, we yay slightly Lexa but the actual earning of the 

gen, 08 Mr, Praser said, was from 6,50 to 7.00, Our aver- 

age is 6,11 over the last sixteen pay rolls. 

Yes, but the compeny is not interested in the average earn- 

ings of the men when they.ere tendering on coal; it is in- 

terested in the price of coml. | 

Yes, we are 81] selitng cool in the summer timesctually _ 

below cost and it is just a question of which mine - if 

they igure. it costs then $10,000, to carry over the uum en 

tf they can save eix or eight tlousand om that they ere, in 

one sense of the word, saving that maneh On ey « 

But you haven't yot given us the figures so that we can 

ga ther whether that difference is due to the amount paid 

the miners, 

Well, the difference is, if one sot of miners are paid 

6,11 and the other 6,50, 

Yes, but I ton't think 1t wakes eny difference to the coal: 

company he% when 1% ie welling how mugh the Minor earns. 

Whes t au trying to point out, the difference between the 

two miners and the nuuber of tons they earn per day is not 

enough to put these other people out of business in the 

field. | as : 

The Lect you have not given » us is ‘the nuh er, of tons per 

sine thad makes those earnings per ay, We are not inter ~ 

-euted in what the nine gots but it fe how much you pay for. 

the ton of coal thet 4s put on the car? 
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Walter i. Campbell] 
I can show you a chart exactly to the cent as to above- 
ground and below-ground cost and the whole things 
The question you are answering iv & suggestion that your 
costs are lower than their's because you pay a lower rate 
to the miner, 
It is very little lower. | 
Per ton? 
Yes. 
But you don't know exactly? 
Yes, tut I am quite willing to compare my charts with them. 
The fact thet in your mine at = lower rete conditions are 
more favorable, so that the miner makes a daily wage, it is 
probably the reason you can get miners, it does not affect, 
the Pact that in competition your costs per ton seascmart Less? 
fhat is whet I say, the difference between cout per ton, the 
actual cost per ton does not put them out of the field; there 
is ® considereble difference between one men who has & querter 
section of land eith & certain amount of coal, he is not 
poing to give it away; snother man who has three or fom 
quarters, he is not so particuler, and that is the one point 
I think has been taken into consideration by some of the , 
people in tendering. 
The point will be answered better if you show as your - 
However, I can show ah chert at the actual costu. 
Begause, in my mind, ¢ statement of Mr, Fraser #111 stands, 
that there is the difference in the rate paid per ton of 


goal, which is the reason you are lower, If you give me the 
other rates we can exemine thea, 
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“2l4- ent ee | 
| Walter s. Campbell 
A The ultiaate cost is what actually ~ 
a Cost per ton. 
A Cost per ton a car? 
MUTSSTONER WHEATLSY;...That.comes.ont of the Longer wark you have ant 


' the Lesser wage you pay your men? 


to come and go on, which is greater than the differmeoe of 
the price per ton on the cars or price per ton paid the 
miners. — | | 

Q Not greater than the difference in your 10-f£t seam? 

| Vell, it varies from 7 to 16, | | | 

£8. waar you get your fell wage seele for us and let us have it? 

A Yes, I have no blue pints of ay gcostechar ts but I can 
give it to yous. 


cae 


Ho} but give us the informtion on the scales, Anything 
else we can get from you in the way of suggestions now you 
ere here, or dia you want to speak to that one point? 
A If there is any other question you like to ask - 
Q Have you any experience in this: Ontario market? 
A No experince in shipping, no» 
2 Any ideas on it whith you feel inclined to oxpress? 
A Well, I don't think I will waste any tine on it, 
1 0c far &s you are concerne a? 
A No, I don't think thet we can coupete even npagh we | 
put coal on the care Bt WB a ton, I don't believe that 
we can coupete. | | 
i ePeT0mee WHRATLAY: T see you also complain of ‘the cost of the Work | ) 
¥ men's Compensation sve bei ng Soe highs ui 
i OBS 14a 2 





A Ana then, again, we have e differential of 20¢ than they have 
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THE CHAIRMAN; 


“wP16~ | | 
_Nealter 5. Campbell 
Well, it 4s alike for 811 mines, as fer og thet is con- 
cerned, and in that wey we ere all in the same boat; 
4% seems we feel we could grobably ret the same protection 
from other companies for less money. 

Have you actually worked that out? 
Well, some years ago I think they had it under the Ocean 
for less money then they are paying now. See, this has 
been increased; I think it started at 1)%; it hes gone up 
now to 3 and I believe last fell we were assessed 3) and we 
aia not poy over whet the first assesuient wes and we haven't 
had to pay it since bub it seems to come pretty high but 12. 
4% ie neceasory I euppowe we will have to pey it. 
What years wis this cheap rate that you refer to with the 


COMMIS ORR TR IBNAN; 
fa 


Osean? 
Well, it was before I was with the company, I think — 
just prior to the time the Compensation came in. 
Have you any generel suprestions as to enything that might 
he done to improve the conditions of the coal industry? 
Well, os fer as the domestic coals are concerned, these 
eoels here, to my mind, will not store satisfactorily, if 
you put them outside where the sun and raing get at they. fut 
where, oy, bave to store and handle them, the costsrof 
/ handling ere © great they would rether pey a little more — 
and get the cool direct from the mite to the consumer, 


go that, from the domestic point of view T don't wee that 


we Will be able to change 1t froma seasonal business. — 
Of course, you would apree with Mr. Freser if the house- 


 “—Rolaer would put it in his cellar earlier it would wake 
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- Welter s. Campbell 
& longer geagon? 

A Yes, that would lengthen the season somewhat ~ well, it 
would limit you to a cortain tonnage just the sime spread 
over & lonper se@son and that, to be figured out in dollars 
end cents apein, may not wake wuch 6 big difference either 
because you have al] your high priced men ere on wonthly 
pey anyway: end whether you are running et 300 or 600 tons 
a Gay thoir wages are just the com, 

Q ‘You have to heve them 211 the time? 

Yes. 
Q And if you are yrodueing your coal more. steadily you would 
pive fewer men over 8 lonra@ period work, that is 8117 
ff Oh, thet would have to be figured ont, it is just a question. 
CO.MISSIONMR WHEATIBY; It would have to be worked into & longer winter 







season, We won't want © longer wintex season in this country. 
A It all has to be worked into what we are ¢oing to burn. 
| 7s CHAIR AN: Yo your operation seasonal to the same extent as Mr. 
Fraser was describing? 
A Oh, yeu. 
Q You operate more steadily throrrh the swamer, you do, I 
suppose, when you get these contracts? 
ee It makes very Little differonea. Y 
COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: The mon you lay off in the eumacr, what do they do? 
‘A © They farm, most of thon, | 
Q "386 that they have soue ocenpation for the slack season? 
A Yeu; they have homesteads ani forms right in the vicinity. 
e¢ cee VEBATRUY: Do you have much @eietion at your mine? mh 
B's ae cra re 
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eee Walter S, Campbell 
Q Never had any strikos? 
A Not since the last, in 1921. 
| HT CHA TRUMAN; Your men are portly union en and partly not? 
, A Well, there is quite a few of the old men that worked there 
" unaer the UiliweA. re , 
Q They don't belong to the Union now, though? 
A No. 








QUMISSIONER WHEATLEY: I understood you to say they sre divided between 

what kind of unions to have? 

A Well, they were, yes, One half werited to olean the other | 
half out and the other half wanted to clean them off but they 
have pot along very nicely torethor. 

TRE CHAISMAN: Have you any committee of the nen you meet? 

. A Yes, there ie © comaittes but we have no trouble with them 

at all. © 

It is © local eommttee, simply? 


a2 


A Committee of themselves, yee. 


Is that a permanent committee? 


-« @ 


Grievance commhttee. 
Tt is in effect a local union of itself, ian’t 1%? 


&2 


A Well, you might term it ao, 

: COMA ISSTONAR WHEATLEY: How do they apooint these wen? 

They appoin® them ivener vote | 

Authorized 60-7 | 

Well, I presume thoy are; they wend ne @ “Ldet of ‘the nen, | 
thore is three representatives from the sen, ¥ 

From that I dndee there ts some kind of @ union? 


A ey there is no union other then juwt govting together 
emai e Ata. okt stay. 
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Walter s, Campbell 
thesselves and holding their own acetings; I have never 
attended them. 

Thet is @11 & union is, in any case. 

Well, it is rot 911.it is but it ie part of it. 


THs CHAIRMAN; What about freieht retes? Have you any sugeestions on 


freight retes? 

On coal? 

Yes. 

Well, the freight rotez, the rates thenmgeolves, I believe 
are as low as they will ever be on the coal; there is some 
little difference in the way that these rates are applied 
and I took that up before the Comaission and hed an adjust- 
ment wade of the dfference between the rates that were in 
effect that weve not according to the Boerd'’s order; I 
found that the only difference that we Gould claim is the 
aifferaice beween the rates that the Boeri hay ruled and 
the rates that the railways apply ; for exemple, they will 
take a rate set dow in 1918 before the increases ond there 
wes a rate set, we will sey it wae 1,00; then there would — 
be @n increase of 15¢ om thet dollar and according to the 
ruling = 

15 per cont. or cents? | Rhee ai ane 

15 per cents, and then there wos 2o3Sorerceemt increase 
afterwards ~ they would make that 1,20. qa 
Thet 4s on the prineiple of roing to the nesrest 10 cents?  _ | 
The nearest would be 35; they would wake it 1,55 end call 
it 1,66, and then when you wame on to/two line havi they 


aad sil the fractions up and if it happened to gbm toa } 
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Walter 3. Campbell 

five they make it another five and in some gases 1+ was 

15 or 20 cents whereas if they added them a11 and then 

added that fraction then it would woke considerable differ- 

ence, Thet point has never been thoroughly threshed out 

although I have the opinion of one of the Commissioners that 

it was nob the intention es to how 1% was to be applied. 

18 CHAIRMAN: Im your case you did Mot ret a reductiog on that ground? 

A No, I got 2 reduction where the Act sid in no cave where 
transportation involved one or more carriers sna /the differs 

ence be ever £0¢, 2 had that struck out oxcept one place, 

Q Whet difverence? 

A For instance, the rete asy ne 1,40 in one case over & one~ 
Line haul ari 1.80 over « two-line haul; for ingtance, 
coming over the Eduonton-Dunvegan to the Cs Ps or C. Ne point, 
the Act says it shall not be over 20¢, vo it should be 1,60; 
I hed that reduced to 1.60 wherever it was moro; wherever 
it was less the Act s@ye 1% whell not be raised; for instance, 
you cone over the Dunveran to 4k¢/C.?. or eyo tenet is 
a two.line haul; the rate over ® one-line haul - the Cardiff 
mines used to be over the Os Na, the rete wis 1.20. 

Q How do they go now? 

x Oh, well, it wae on one line at one time and short mileage 
ig always taken in getting the besis for a rate, for ingtance, 
if 90 miles over the OsPs and 60 over the C.l,., the 80 would 
be the basis on which the rate would be set for a short mile~- 
Age + 7 

Q i didn't understand there was any very rigid relation between 

uatanee and rates.  __ 
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A Oh, yes, 4% ie a11 set out for the different miloages, the 
aifferent rates, 

Q As far aw your mine ig concerned, it le a seasonal opera- 
tion largely end you expect at will be and don’t think of 

any way in which 1% ean be changed? 

4 No, 12 they could store coal in the Hestein the sumer wo 
would get away from the difficulties, utere it for domestic 
purposes, I mean, take 1% in the summer season, but I 
don't think it will come, I don't see how it can, 

Q ir, Comrbe1. : T would like very much if you would let us 





hare &@ schedule of your rates paid, , 

outa Tom WHEATLEY: sust one mor @ point, Dia I understand you to 
say you hed no unfon end no method of doing business with 
your comaittee? 

A No, T said they have & coumitives, 

Q And uns /eraten up prices for you to work to? 

A Yos, wo have no trouble with the mon at sll, we arequite 

satisfied. 

I notice in que ation 8B of the Questionnaire, agking at yon 

heve joint committees Lor dealing ~ 


A If we have joint eomait tees? 


re 


Q With your employees, and you sBy, yes; you have some form kg 
of agreeuent, have you? BY, 
A Bo, no Sgreement other than the schedule es set ap oa Pig | | ay 
ering end fell, septeubor lst ond April Late Teg 
@ Cond wo have copies of those? 
bi A Len, I cen got then, rae 
He CHA Baul Thane you very y muah try ‘ceapbelle 


at a a + PUA. Geoute te * a Pea ae tu . 
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Williaa Walker 


8 CHAIRMAN; Has anyone else anything to bring forward? lr, 


Walker will be here in the morning. If there is no 


further witnesses this afternoon we will adjourn until 


tomorrow morning. 


Adjourned until 10 o'clock A.M. Tomorrmw, 


@O¢eeeen eee envae 


10 o'clock A. M., Thureday, ay 7th, 1925, 


e2 $a 30 


WILLIAK WALESR, 


Being called as @ witness, was duly sworn and examined by: 


‘THE CHAIRMAN; Your occupation, ir, Welker? — 


A 


» Oo > A 





liner. 


How long have you been B miner? 


Well, it extends over a period of years, that is, little 
bite here and there but the last seven years I have been 
in the mines, never waked at anything else at all, 

And your official position? 

Is President of the Edmonton District Miners' Federation. 
How long has that Federation been in existence? 

See, this is May - it will be approximately two years and 
a quarter, two years and two months « | 

since - ? | 

Yes, it was in Pebruery, 1923: I dust forget the exact date 
since we first started to organize but our chor ter was iegued 
sometime in ware ° | 
Your charter - what cherter? 
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From the Canadian Federation of Labor. 

You are affiliated with a charter from the Canadian 

Federation of Labor? 

Yee. 

How long have you held the office of President? 

ver since the union was orgenized, 

And you took a prominent part in organizing? 

I did. | 

How many locals have you in the district? 


_ We have one wain looal in this district and one in Big 


Valley, Alberta, 
And the local here is at Beverley? 
That 4s the headquarters; 211 the mines in the organiza~- 
tion are in the one local. 
WHEATLEY; How many mines in that one local? — 
There will be five now. There is two closed down, the 
Humber stone and the Bush mines. 

Can you give us the names? I think I have them here, 
perhaps. lo; please tell use the nemes. 
Merous, Freser-llacKay, Great-West, Penn liine ~ the two 
city mines and the Chinook mine are under the Penn Mine 
Coal Company now; those are the five mines. ) 
Mareus, Fraser-llacKay, Great-liest, Penn and Chinook? 
(Yes. , 
{Or gémonton colliewiaa, ig the Chinook's official name 
but commonly known ag the Chinook. We did have eight 
mines during the winter; we had the Keith & Fulton uine 


i -. but thet just operates during ‘the winter end that is closed 
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down now. 
And then the Humberstone? 
Humberstone and the Bueh. 


Are those closed permanently? 


#2 


Yes, they are closed permantntly. 
fhe whole three? | 
No, I suppose Keith & Fulton's will operate ogain next 


> © FP & 


winter; 1t just operates for a matter of four months or 






: so in the winter. | 

 COMMISSIONAR TRINNAN: What mombership have you? 

A Oh, I suppose - well, the membership returns for larch 
was a little better then 600, I think; I was just enquir- 
ing from the Secretary the other night; that is, aprroximete- 
ly, of course. Of course, the membership reduces in the 
opring and summer owing to the work slowing up; the men are 
laid off. 

You have a greater membership in the winter? 

A Oh, yes, our membership in the winter ran around 850, 4 
little better than that. 

HS CHATRBAN; In what sense does it reduce? Do they cease to be members 
in the sumer? , 

A Yes; the men are laid off, they just take & clearance card 
from the Union, which holds them open and if they wish to 
come back in the fall season they are meubers in rood stand- 
ARR chine 3 ‘dint Coit | | 

COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: They don't have to pay dues? 

es it lio, not when they are laid off from the mine, 

«THE CHAIRMAN: ‘The dues are on © wonthly basis? 
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You. 


How much a month? 


One dollar, 


ir. Welker, we got from Kr, saith this memorandua of 
agreement, That is your publication ( showing ?? . 
Yes, that ie the ‘original one, but the other agresents 
are % the way the epreemnts were made this lest year, it 
was practically made that these rates and working condi tions 
would be the sQme as in the yrevious agreement with the 
exception of the company rates in the Clover Bar mines. 
Yes, that is one of our original copies. 

gaia Agreement putiin and marked EXHIBIT 16. 


This was the apreement thet went into force in July ,1923. 
What general changes have there been in it since? 

The only chenges sre that the company ratce in the Clover 
Ber mines have been reduced to those that were in operation 
in the city mines. Perhaps I could show you that in thet 
Little book, Mr. Evans? This is referred to in the within 
apreement ~ the Clover Bar mines schedule of wagese.+++- 
ere the wages on the ground for eight hours; those have 
been changed to meet these (indicating). | 
That is, the company rates given on page 10 have been 
reduced to eqmil the rates given on pare 16. By that, 

you mean anything other then contract? 

Yew, those are the men thet are paid so much per aa or 

per hour; usually paid on the daily beeis per eight hours, 
Do you know the rates that were in force w for to July,1923? 
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Well, for whet length of time prior to that? 
Well, I just want to verify this table that I have gots 
“Were the rates in 1981, the company rates in 1921 - prior 
to December, 1921 = the sam as this agreeuent? | 
The contract rates prior to December, 1921, were the same; 
the donipany rates were just & little different, There was 
five cents on the miner's company rete, that was 5,65 prior 
to December, 1921. | | 
That is for miners, timbermon and track Layers - 

Ana 0 on. 

~ it would be 5,65? 

Yes, that was prior to December, 1921. 
Then in December, 1921, what occurred? 
There was & ont then of approximately 13 per cent., os hear 
as I can remember, 

How was that brought about? 

onset brought about by a notice posted on the mine offices 
and that is a11 that happened to it; there was no orgening: 
tion at that time. 

The miners accepted and there was no cessation of work? 

No cessation of work. 

Then I have a note that in March, 1922, something else 
happened, What happened then? 

Well, to the best of my knowledge there was another out 

but I am not preyared to argue on that partic ular point 
because T wos not working in this @Matict just at that tine, 
I left this district in January, 1922 , ana I aia not return 
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to 4t intil the latter part of August, 1922, But there was 
e further reduction in wages, to the best of my knowledge. 
Brought about in the same way? 
In the same wey, I presume. I didn't see any othar way 
they could do it. 
And then, in October, 1922? 
On the ist Septenber, 1922, the rates were to ro back opain 
to replace thet second reduction in March. 
Thet was on the lst septenber? 
Yes, I think I am correot in thet date , as near as I can 
remember, that the rates were brought back agein so they 
woulda be what they were in December, 1921 and March, 1922; 
the rates were put back on to that level. 
Well, then, that was the situation at the time of the forma~ 
tion of your organization? 
Yes, those rates were in effect at the time of the forme- 
tion of our organization. 
Will you please tell us whet oecurred then, 
I think I can do thet. Myself, along with quite a number of 
the other men, we began to consider rreatly the question of 
organization and we canvassed the mines end found the men 
practically unanimous in favor of forming what you aight 
call a Canadian organization, at least, controlled in Canada. 
We enrolled a membership in dne course and then we made 
offers to the operators to meet ne and to go into o general 
discussion on wages end # on and » forth, That took place 
and, after © quite a nuuber of meetings, we finally got down 
to a basis of wages which you find in that little red book 
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and agreements were signed up on that but those rates were 
only in operation for ten months. During the life of that 
aereemnt the operators sinted they had made contrasts 
at the mev@iling rates, that 1s, the prevailing rates prior 
to that agreement, those contracts to be binding until 
September lst. Well, we didn't attempt to argue about that 
point or try to diemte it; we erreed to accept those rates 
on the let september, while the erreenent was actunlly 
signed, I think it is, the 7th July I believe, if I remember 
vight, but the rates did not go into effect ubtil the lst 
September, That was practicaliy the brief resume of that 
year's operations, 
Well, was that brought about without cessation of work? 
Yeu, that wag brought about without cessation of work. 
4nd those ratea were effective from the lut sepermter ,1923, 
mitil when? 
Until the 30th June, the following year; it will tell you 
in the agreement there, 
I see, it runs until the 30th June. Well, wimt happened 
at the 30th dune, 19247 
Well, we went through the previous arrangements and going 
into the agreement, which calls for thirty deys' notice, 
and we went into ® thorough discussion on the matter and we 
failea to agree. The miners wore asking for the maintenance 
of the present scale, with certain concessions on dead work; 
the operators were requesting 2 reduction. We could not 
agree, so finally we applied to the Department of Labor at 
Ottewea for a Board of Coneiliation, which was finelly 
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granted. We went to that Board and rave evidence and 
everything we had to put before them supported our con- 
tentions to the best of our ability and the awerd of the 
Boord wes thet the contract rates remain as they had been 
but that the company rates in the mines of Clover Bar, that 
was the five mines out there at that time, should be reduced 
to the level of these two in the city, Aprerently they did 
not see the injustice of bringing five down to suit two. 

I don't know just what the idea was but, anyway, thet was 
the award of the Boerd. Well, we agreed to secept the 

award of the Board and still the operators refused to sign 
up on the award of the Conciliation Board, while the thing 
dragged Slong indefinitely but on the lst september, I believe 
4t was ~ now, I &@m not just sure of this porticular date - 
but severel of the mines posted a notice that the award of 
the Board would be in effect, I think it was, on and efter 
the lst september, Is that correct, lr. saith? Do you 
remember when they started to pay the eward of the Board? 

I think I am right on that date, 

MR, SMITH: Yes. 

WITHESS: You, they posted notices to that effect, thmt 

the award of the Board would be effective on and after the — 
lst september, They were quite willing to put it into 
effect and yet they persistently refused to sign it. ‘This 
went along until away into October and the men were gotting 
restless; there were rumora flying around that they were 
going to try to break the awerd as handed down by the Boara 
and we could not get the operators to agree to sien up and 
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we finally came to the point where we decided to teke a 
strike ballot to get the awerd of the Board, The stike 
ballot was overwhelmningly in favor of a walk-out on the 
lst November if the operators did not agree to sign up on 
the award of the Board. During this time I meade every 
effort to try to smootheout the situation and continually 
tried to srrange meetings between the operators ond the — 
repregentative of the organization. We met several times, 
in fact, we met the last time, on Tuesday, October 28th, that 
would be, that was the last meeting, end I put 6 queation 
to the operators at that meeting - 1t wos just to feel them 
out, by the way -"Z2 they would listen to a five per cent. 
reduetion in case the men would?” “Absolutely, no.” Well, 
there was ® lerge mass meeting waiting that night for the 
union representatives to report back and we reported it 

and that was their decision that they would go on strike 
on the 1st day of November last year if the egreeucnts were 
not wigned. After that meting things began to move very 
rapidly and el] the agreements were signed up, with the — 
exception of one, on the 3lat October. The last one was 

the Mareus mine and that would have been sipgned,too, but 

he wes the last man to come along and we just didn't have 
time that yertieuler day but their mine happened to be idle 
on the let November so 1+ did not wreete any trouble at a1 
end we met him on the ist November and mened up the oree- 
ment for the liareus mine so , actually, there was no cessa- 
tion of work, that is, through strike causes. 
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30 to date you have a perfectly peaceful record so far os 
actuel cessation of work is concerned? 

Well, we have hed one or two little troubles at tines, 

I mean, in connection with negotiating these agreem nts? 
Oh, yeu up to now, anyway; of course, the future is & blenk. 
Well, what about other matters than agreesent matters? Do 
you c@ll them pit-head strikes, minor things, or what is 
the term? 

No, we have never really had what you would call e pit-head 
strike. We have had one or two little troubles which were 
practically a combination of & strike and a lock-out but 
they could not retlly be termed a pit-head strike, 
Affecting how many mines at the time? 

Well, it only usually affected one mine at © time, Oh, I 
am going & little ahead of my story, Dy the way, Least fail 
we had a little strike in reorganizing the Keith and 
Fulton's mine, We had no trouble in reorganizing the 

mine but it was @ question of the rates. When the Keith 

& @ulton mine opened up last fall they put rates into 

effect which were below the recognized rates of the district 
and that wae the cause of the strike. It lasted about five 
daya; I forgot to aention that point. | 

WHHATLEY: Did you have any disputes with any of the ¢om- 
yenies this year? / 

You mean the companies we negotiated with? 

Yes. 


tes, we had & little trouble, only & matter of two or three 


_ weeks or s0 ago, with the Penn Mine Coal Company. He was 
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trying to put in a 13 per cent. reduction in the face of 
the existing arreement and work ceased for a period or 
three days but we were successful in maintaining our a¢ree- 


ment. 


Mis CHAIRMAN; Work ceased for three daya? 


Yes, that affected the Penn mine end the Sdmonton Colliertes; 
they are both operated by the same company. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Any reason given for that request from the 


A 


compa ny? 

Well, they made a certain statement, which mipht be termed 
as a reason; they quoted some of the outlying mines which 
were paying @ less rete than what obteined in this district 
and that was about the only reason I am aware of. IT happened 
to be away at the time when the trouble first started but I 
sot back in town aeain on Tuesday morning; but, ee» far ae 

I coula gather from the men's comaittee at that mine that 
wag practically the only reason put forward at all, 

Whet mines aid they refer to as having iess yey? 

They mentioned Cardiff, Lakeside Coals and another one out — 


on the sturgeon, I just forget whet the namo is - the Kelly 


mine, I think that was it. 

Was 4% the fact that you had an agreement in force with this 
por ti culmr mine that enabled you to maintain your Fates? 
Well, I think it had some bearing on the matter. 


(HS CHAIRMAN: You mean that called for the rate being maintained? 


A 


Peasy 
\ isles ws 
i. 7 eee fA 


Yes, the arreenent had not expired; the arreenent does not 


terminate until the 30th June. 
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: 
«COMMISSION WHEATLSY; It was on. those grounds you got the rate apin- 
tained? 
A That was the grounds we stood on and, in my estimation, 
) that wes nothing more or less than & lock-out, for thig reason, 
according to the men's comnittes &t least, that they dia 
not threaten to cease wark. They said they wanted to live 
Ss up to their agreement. On the ionday morning, this was, the 
manager stated that they could go down the mine but any man 
who went down went down to a 13 per cemt. reduction; if they 
aid sot want. to do that the mine was cloged; so I think 
that constitutes a lock-out. I don't wee where anybody 
could figure 1% out to anything else. There is another 
note here, that dr, Gaith handed up, that we had another 
change st the Edmonton Colijeries when that wag taken 
over by the Penn Mine Coal Company, They had worked on 
& tonnage basis and we could not agree on the tonnage 
basis so 1% wes agreed thet the men should start wark on 
the car basis and that agreement was made out and the oar 
rates being just the same as any other mine in the dis- | 
trict working on the cer begis; that is figured out approx- 
imately on a cubic foot baud 6 That is another little change 
which I omitted to wention. | 
Tix CHAIRMAN; Thatwas accomplished without cessation of wou, was it? 
A lio, there was & cessation of work gem there ,too, for I think 
five days, 1 believe, either five or wixdays, I am not just 
sure on the point, no more than wix, | 
torn cama WHEATLEY; The matters in dispute were Seuakiy agroed to 
be a by both parties? 
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ye A Oh, yes. We had an agreenent drawn up in the rerulation 
form signed by the Union and the Coal Company. 


‘THE CHAIRMAN; You say when the Edmonton Collieries were taken over =~ ? 
A Yea, by the Penn Mine Coal Company, | 
Q Had the men there been organized before? | 
A Oh, yes, we had them organized under the iduonton Collieries; 
you Will notice it on the past page of thet Little book; and 
we came to a dispute on the tonnage rate. Tou see, the 
Penn liine Coal Company, when they took over the Chinook | 
mine, 26 we coumonly c&l1 it, they wero not willing to 
take up the old tonnare contract, Their main reason for 
that wes that they wanted to run the coal over @ much larger 
soreen and the opinion of the orranization and miners at 
that mine varied very greatly to those of the company as to 
what h ould constitute & fair rate for this lerrer wsereon, 
50 the final outcome wae that we apreed on a car basis, 
“CMR COMMISSION; WHEATLEY: Do you find the method as satisfactory es 
& tonnare basis? 3 
A liyself, end I think I can s@fely speak for the uejority 
of the minems in this district, that I think they would 
prefer the cor basis in general; there may be a few 
exceptions who would prefer to load by the ton but not . 
very many, I don’t think. 
Q You don't have to have a check weighman? 
A- Well, it is hardly necessary with loading by the cer; 
the only time that would be necessary, in case the miners 
were constantly losing some of their cars, vlonrs (6 © ) 
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did not arrive et the surface or, for some reagon or 
other they did not get the correct nuwher of cars; then 
it would be necessary to put on a mon aw & kind of a 
check to tally all the carg but in general we do not get 
very meahy complaints as repards hissing carg and, for 
this clase of coal, I certainly prefer looding by the car, 
my Own personal opinion, 


THE CHATRMAN: Why, Mx, Walker? 


Well, for the simple reason this codlis not as hard as 
some Coals and 1t is Liable to make more slack. 

And by the car you get pata for slack? 

YOs. 

And on the tonnage basis it would be after soreenine: ? 

Yes, you load everything with cars. Of course, you take 
the experienced qoal miner, even Llonding by the car, he 
tried to mske ee much lump coml &6 possible becuse it is : 
easier loading ¢oa1 to throw lumps in a car than to be | 
wielding the shovel 811 the time. 


COMMISSIONIR WHEATLSY; The fact that you prefer payment by the car 





would give the impression that you would rather have it 
than payment by weirht, and have you had trouble through 
whortege of weights when you have been on the tonnage rete? | 
Well, no, there has not been any eempar ticular dere ord 
though at the mine there was quite a little Giscusdon 
at one time, the men were considering putting on & check 
weigh man but 1% never eventually materialized but, $e ny 
own personal opinion ts, if I was lomding by the ton I 
would not start loading by the ton until there was a check 
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weigh men in the tipple. 


THS CHAIRMAN: As & matter of fact, then, you have no check weigh 


A 


&> 


man or checker « + 

No, not at the wesent tine, Oh, I remember now, that 

the Edmonton Collieries, during the old apreemnt , a 

yee ago this winter, they did put on & check weigh man; 

the men kept a check weigh man there prectioally all 

winter; that would be in the life of that agreexent that 

you have there. (Bxhibit 16.) 

What ie the local organization at each mine for discussion 
of the mettera’? Have you & local cauittec? 

Oh, yes, we have what sre celled pit committees. 

dust before leaving the matter of organization, What other 
ming *s* locals are there affiliated with the Canadian 
Federation of Labor in Canada? 

You are speaking of miners’ locals? 

Yeue 

There are no other miners' locéls, to the best of my 
knowledge, effiliated with the Cardien Federation of 

Labor, with the exception of our local end the local 

at Big Valley, well, with the possible expe pbion of Northern 
Onterio, ‘The headquarters of the Canadian Federation of 
Labor have been 4n touch with some mines in Northern Onterio 
but I think they are we toa mines, i don't think there 1s 
any coal down there, to the best of my ienow le dere ; bat for 
“goal mining, I think I can safely state those are “the only 
two locals in the Canadien Federation of Lebor at the ywesent 
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Mir, Welker, you were good enough to let us have replied | 
to this questionnaire which we went out and we would like 
to consider some uatters in your reply. The first set of 
questions referred to living and housing conditions @nd you 
etated that, in most cases, the wen live in close proximity 
to settled comnunities, so there ig not much of a problem 
as to actual housing at the mines? 
Well, the actual matter of obteining & house is not such 
& problem but, in repard to the questions 1 to 6, I would 
like to submit that Mr, Smith is our officiel organizer ; 
he travels the mines mre than I do; he has mde a greater 
study of it than I have. I think probably he could answer 
those first six questions,really give you better satis- 
faction than I could; I have no doubt I could make mite 
an attempt at it but I think he hes studied it. If there 
is anything else, why, I will do the best I can. 
What about the question on the cost of living? Will you 
deal with that? 
Yes, I think I can anwwer anything you have to @sk on 
that matter, or I will try. | 
You have given us a budget for a fanily of five that cells 
for an average of $153. & month. | Fi 
I think there is & later correction wes sont ig on that; 
I think, after reviewing the thing, we decided that we 
were too low on clo thine and I think Mir. smith sent in a 
correction to this auount of / another 35. on clothing, which 
wrought it to $1585 
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| William Welker 
I did not receive it. 
Wk, SHIPH; I have a copy here, kr. Chairman. 
We will put that in now. Oh, I beg your pardon; it is 
in here at the end of the other and did not get into our 
synopwis. 
THE WITHSS; I a4a not like to contradict you but I thought 
it went in, He is wetty reliable, | 
I am sorry. 
That would make 2% the tovelil6s, I believe, 
Would you like to enlerge a littie on your answer there 
about the irreguler employment? 
Yes; there ia a little I might say, not a great deal but 
it is to the point. I might say, in the first plece, that 
we adopted the recounendations af thix Commission as regards 
answering the questionnaire, We appointed s smmll comuaittee. 
I have no doubt you remember it was sugrested that several 
of the loe&ls were adopting that method and we thougrht 
that that wag the best policy. We had a smill comittee 
and ie iad nen on thet aounittee with femilies of four, five 
and eix, they wried, and we went very deeply into this 
ustter and we have come to the conclusion that that is the 
ebsolute minimum that s family of five ean live in anything 
like half decency at all; but atill, we have the fact ater, 
ing us in the face that a large nuuber of men in this 
district do not got nothing like thet axount during the 
year, therefore we are deprived of « nwaber of vital 
hecessities to the decent maintenance of o family, and when 
you haven't got the money, under the present economic system, 
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of course, you must go without; but we made a wide study 
of this thing and I am fully convinced that is an absolute 
minimua to maintein a decent standard of living,and the 
short time has &@ great bearing on the matter; there is no 
doubt about that. 

Well, in your reply to Question 14, as to the average 
yearly ceernings of mine workers for 1921,'22, and '23 - 
Question 14 - Fes. 


~You gave the earnings as from %700. to $900, per year? 


Yes; and that does not look very consistent, does it? 
Well, it raises the question of other employment when the 
mines are closed down. That is the quest ton I was going 

to disenss with you next. What about other employment 
working in with the mine enployuent? 

Well, the way 1t seemed to be for quite a number of years, 
it is a job to pet anything when the mines are idle. You 
take to-day, &@ lot of our members sre laid off, slack work 
at the mines, and they heve gone throurh this olty with @ 
fine-tooth combotr ying to seek & job. I will admit there 
are jobs offered on the ferms, You teke for 811 & man can 
get on the farm - I am not criticizing the fermer for his _ 
ability or non-ability to pay or anything like that, but’ Ps 
take ® man with hie home here, with three, four or five 
children, whatever the case might be, and he foes ont on 
the farm for about $20, a worth, hiy foutly will die of 
gtexvation; he is the only one that is going to eat; he 
might ‘just as well sit beck here, But if they can get 


_@ job at a half decent rate of pay at all they are willing 
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to work at anything they can get. 

Ate any of your men actually ferming, themselves, that 
they go and work on their own lend in the summer? 

oh, there might be ao few but not to any great percentage , 

I don't think, I couldn't give: you anything defigite on 
that because the record, a8 we keep it, of our members, we 
don't keep their private address, just the name of the 
member and the partioular mine he is working at. If he 
trenafers from one sine to another in the local we have 

a record of that, but tmt isu @11, wo their own oceupetion, 
if they leave the mines, I don't know very much about thet; 
but there are some that do go on the land in the suamr, 

We were told by one of the oyerators yeoterday that he thought 
it was quite a oomaon thing in his eases for the men to be 
employed in the gsuamer in the country and come into the 
mine in the winter, . 

Well, he may possib ly have all the farmers and homesteaders 
in his partienlar nine, There are a certain nuuber but I 
wouldnet ‘state there is any greet percentage and the fact 
relieins that, while these gen may go on the lmd, they come 
into the mines in the winter to try ana make a little er ub 
stake, as the ordimary man calls it, to tide them through 
the summer; that is just the size of it. 

If they earn an Sverage of from $700, to $800. and it 

costs them an average of $1800. a year to live = 

Well, they don’t live; they only exist; ‘IT don't contend 
thet I em living, I am only existing, elong with my femily. 
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Well, but existing as Seainst living, where does the 
reduction take place in this budget? 

A The reduction takes place all around; it will take place 
in food. I know quite a number of working people who do 
not eat 6s good & quality of food as I do but I contend 
that I am willing to work when I oan get work and I algo 
contend that I am entitled to the best of food there is. 
poing and I am going to get it just es long as I can; 
consequently, when @ men ig not getting his income he has 
got to ont down on practically every item. I have cut 
down on & good lot but sometimes I have hed to cut down 
on food too; whenever I can make it I have decent food on 
my table, But clothing, that isa thing that vitelly 
affects my family and myself, There is none of us got 
the clothes we should have for deceneyj;and you can teke 
the average miner, they are not living in houses which 
are compatible with a decent standard of living at 411; 
they ere living in shacks end little fraue houses, and no 
utilities, and 611 this kind of thing. That is the reason 
that we stated that is what we consider & minimum for & man 
to be able to live in decency and comfort, 

COMMISSIONER DRINHAN; Could you not cut down on that item for coal 
and wood, $180, 8 year? 

A Weil, I don't know; when you come sobuy wood, which you 
vse through the summer, you will find that runs away with 
quite a large amount of money; it may ve poseibly bee 

‘little excess. 
Q What ao you pey for your col at the mine? 
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William Welker 


Well, when the Bush mine was running, I think we had aboute-= 


I em not swe, whether it was 25 or 50¢ a ton less than 
the city rate. I think it was only 25, owing to the short 
ton in Beverley. | 

What price per ton? 

Well, retail, double screen lump would be selling at thet 
time around $6., I guess, 98 neer ee I can rewember. 
balan the sity ? 

Well, it would be a little less in Beverley, then, what~ 
ever it was, The last coal Tf bought, myself, I bought it 
from across the river, at the Keith & Pulton mine, They 
have no modern machinery; it isn't what you would o&11 
double sereen lump, itis just over & short screen and you 
got & congiderable amount of small coal, and that was de- 
livered a+ 4.75, But that item may possibly be @ little 
high but even if you eliminated the whole thing it would 
not make such 8 terrible amount of difference but you 
ebuld not eliminate it becawe you have got to have a 
certain amount of coal and wood, $oumse woodein the eamaer, 
You ere trying to mke us believe that $158, is only 6 
miniaum. I think you could cane below it in coal and wood. 
Well, 4# you could reduce that item I could easily spend 
that amount on some of the other items, 

We might find some of the other items are pretty far out, — 
Thig item for sun@iws, $240. a yeor. Wheat are the sundries? 
I think it states in there: explosives, light, tools, eta. 
There are ® lot of men who don't use explosives. 

There is not many men in this district ° 
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Willian Welker 


The contract miner does but the company man does note 
No, that 1s true. 


OOM Ts SIONUR WHEATLEY: How much coal would you burn a month in the 


Winter time? 

Well, to td11 you the truth I have never kept perticular 
track of it but, to give o rough estimate, I woulda say 
that ay place, I would probably burn around a ton and a 
heif. 


COMUISSTONEReIRINNAN: You would not burn that in the summer tine? 


4A 


Well, I'd burn wood then and thet is actuelly more expensive 
then coal; I find that the pice of a load of wood, that is, 
whet ig commonly eallea the poplar blocks, delivered out 
to my plece, is $4.50, end it does not carry me os fer as 


& ton of coal. when you are using wood steady, 


THE CHAIRMAN: What about the single man who ig peying room and board 


rether than rent and food? 


Well, I don't know very much about him, es to what he does, 


Q His living expense, of course, would be very appreciably 
less? 

A Oh, yes, 1% would naturally be lesa for single mn, 

Q I see the rates for room and board run from $8. to #10, 

& week? ry | 

A Which + ? 

Q In Question 9. 

A 


Yes. Yes, they vary, but I guess that is a rough estim te, 
at the mine boar ding houses, of course; and & point on thet, 


to pay $10. a week 1s 811 it is worth with most of them, 
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Williem Wajker 
in fact, it is too much, in may estination, because I 
never stay in them when I can any ways get out of it. 
As & matter of fact, ien't the problem partly sojved by 
the sirried men taking in roomers? Does that help their 
budget to some extent? | 
Well, it might possibly help ® little but I fail to see 
where the married man could increase his income to any 
great extent. : | 
To help out with the rent, if he gets something back from 
& room? 
Yes, but what I wes going to say - you toke it, we heave 
it quoted from 8 to 10; well, you teke & man working in 
the mines; he is naturd ly, in most cases, & lerge eater 
or at least more so in this district than in a gaseous 
district, souetines that affects the appetite, but in this 
district the average mines can eat pretty good, and if I 
took a aen in t® board with me at $8, a week, I wouldn't 
figure where it was going to increase ny income st ell. 
And another point on that is, the averege miner is not 
able to keep up & house whereby he can take in these boarders 
beeause the only way it might pay & man would be if his wife 
was able to handle the whole thing, if he had got to hire 
help there would be nothing in it at a11; but the fect 
remains, & large number of women are not strong enough 
to do that; in fact, I think it tn approaching elavery: 
I figure every woman has enough to do to Look after her 
own household and the average miner has not © house that 
is suiteble ana adaptable to the question of taking in boarders 
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Willisn Welker 
because if you had that in view and he finally got hin 
self a house , if he didn't get boarders he would have 
the expenses of rent or texey, whatever 1+ was, which 
would run him probably in the hole, which I wouldn't do. 

COMISSIONZR IRINNAN: How many of the miners in Beverley own their 
own houses? 

A Oh, there is @ fairly large percentage but it fe just e 
question of the definition of a house. I supposedly own 
mine but I don't call it a house; it is the best I can — 
wovide but I don't call it a house, 

THS CHAIRMAN: What about employment for other members of the family 
of employable age ? Is that s feature among your men, the 
Close proximity to the city,. I think - 
ae Well, I think there ere some working in the city stores, 
end wobably one or two of the younger boys work in the 
packing plant occasionally. 

Q Take the family es a unit, the income, of course, means 
thet of the many, the wage earner ,amd the other income 
&11 comes into that fanily budget, doem't it? 

A Yes, it does but I don't just look at it thet way. It 
naturally helps but I consider that 4 men” labor should 
be sufficient to keep himself and his wife and family in a 
decent standard of living unt#l those children are pract- 
ichlly old enough to look after themselves; that is my 
conception of & decent standard of living. ‘This idea of 
having to chase children out to work when they really 
should be @t school is not consistent with civilization. 
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William Welker. 


| gp 


It is still very common, though, I fanoy? 

A Oh, yes, 1% ie common; in feet, I can mind in the Old 
Country when it was practically preached to them fr om 
the pulpit, never mind anything else; they used to tell 
them, You will soon have & couple of boys working, why do 
you want en inorease in wages’ But that belongs to pre- 
historic anys, as far as I am concerned. 

COMMISSIONER WHOATLZY: In order words, you would not feel thet any 
woneys your wife earned could be allotted to your in- 
come at any particuler mine you worked at? 

A Well , under the present sys tem it would have to be 
allotted to my incom to help out, I frankly conc ede 
thet point, but the point I wish to make is that there 
is something redically wrong if my wife has %O fo out 
to help out the family budget, to go out and work; I 
figure I am the one that should do the work. 


&> 


In this case,in teking up the industry, if your wife 
ie taking in boarders that could not be considered an 
asset that should be considered in as part of the work- 
ings of the industry, cold it? 

A Not in my estimation, no, YT would consider it just in the 
same line as if & woman happened to be doing e certain 
amount of fancy work and selling it around; that is the 
wey I would consider that income. | 

“gH OHAT@uAN; We will come badk on this matter of earnings again 
end eek that later question. | 

A The matter of earnings, Question 14. 


We wil got to it in ane course; take the others in the 
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Wiliien Walker 

nen tiae. Your recomuendation is boiled down in answer 
to Question 10, that the maine worker should have a wage 
compatible with the present cost of living, and we would 
be very anxious to study out any surgestions far reaching 

thet highly desirable result, I don't think there is 
any question of the general principle. We hed two Questions 
on etncation there, 11 and 12¢ 
Well, with your permisaion, I would refer that to Mr. Smith 
as he takes far greater interest in school affeirs, well, 
probably not a greater interest but he happens to be 
Cheairann of the School Boerd in Beverley and so I 

think - 

That brings us to a group of questions, 13 to 22. 
Yeu, 


COMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: You make referaice to the blanket rate, that 


it should be apportioned in reper Gs to working conditions; 
wheat do you refer to as & blanket rate? 

What 4s understood ay the blanket rete in this district 

has been in operation for a considerable number of years; 

I think the best way to eover this point would be to start 
&t the beginning of the mines down there and umke it 

as brief as possible, Now, @ certain part of my infor na tion 


Thave to get fron men who have worked in these mines @ long, 


long time ego, before I ever caine te this part of the 

world, and the system then in vote in the early aays, 

es far as I can gather, was that the miner loaded his coal; 
there were no horses in the nines them; they employed push ers 
and the pusher took the Loaded eer from the face and brought 
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Willie Walker 


the empty car back again to the miner, In respect to 
timber, there was one man or more, whatever was required, 
going around the mine and putting up timber as required 

in each working place. The question of laying the track, 

I am not very sure just who leid thet, whether chupany cen 
iaid that or the miner; but the blanket rate, as it te under- 
stood now, it practically covers what I o@11 a multitude of 
sins; it covers Loading Col, erecting timber, laying track, 
pushing cars, or any other kind of thing the operator thinks 
he cen get away with under the heading of the blanket rate, 
and it is & drawback of the mines in this districs ana 
that is the reason we would like to recommend to this com 
aission that the blanket rate be abolished. That came into 
existence when the horses were employed and the company 
thought it would be a good scheme to get miners to push the 
cer out &o & certain designated place where the horses sould 
dtaw it ‘to the outside of the mim. 

In other words, you want the coal mid for on a fixed rate 
and 811 the dead work, which is pushing cars, timber ing 

end track laying, paid separately? 

Yes, we would very auch. prefer to have it that wey, then 

& Han would know what he way supposed to do and what he wos 
supposed to do for certain payment. This includes taking 
down elod or bone or anything that comes alonpyie it 16 0 
veriteble blanket all right, it is @ large one, 


The agreenent has no provision for limiting the pushing of | 
(cars or anything of that kina? 
No, I think I coulda probably explain thet, At the 
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William Walker 


Conciliation Board they handed down, in their awerds. thet 

& miner should push his car 300 feet without payment, that 
is,if it was necessarys Now, he was not to be paid for 
pushing unless he went over 300 feet, The award ealeo inolyded 
& definition of © wet place, which was defined as having 

six inches of water in at the face and ten feet back from the | 
face. 


| You don't mean ten feet of water? 


fo, six inches of water and ten feet back from the face, It 
also included an award on bone, whereby a miner was required 
to take down an average of eight inches before he would 
receive any payment = well, while IT have only had seven 
yeers of what you might call actual experience, and I have 
studied mining, that ie actually working mining, while I 
never attempted to sit for any exaninetions, but I just con- 
tended thet those things were so utterly ridiculous, in 

fact, I would not put my pen on the paper with those matters 
eubodied in any agreement, To bind a man to push his eer 

300 ft, without peynent, not for me, I'd rea en my position 
first; end so we just left the oo tter 68 it was; the ola 
established custom of pushing ont to pertiouler places whether 
it ran 100 or 250 feet or anything but I would not bina the 
members of this local to 300 feet of # push; it is absolutely 
ridiculous, 7 

That is evidently one of the factors that reduces the average 
wepes? — | 

It certeinly fe. 
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CQWIISSTONR DRINNAN; The rate per ton per car was besed on what 


a 


£3 


RNG i? Be t ; 


you had to ao sn connection with the handling of the car, 
pushing it and laying track? The rete was agreed to on 
that basis? 


We agreed to the award of the Board, I frankly adait thet. © 


I am talking about when the rates were established first 
of all. 

De you mean from the first negotistions between the 
organization end the operators or away back? 

No, away back before y our organisation? 

Well, for that matter, lir, Drinnan, 6&8 you know your~ 
self, I think, thet in any district where open shop con- 
ditions obtein it is not a question of agreement at all, 
ag & rule; it is @ question of just take what is posted 
up on the office door. 

Well, of course, & man accepts employment under those. 
conditions end he earns © certain wage and he is s@tia- 
fied for the time being, anyhow, thet that is the best 
place he can get employment; he gots the best remmnera- 
tion for the work he performs or he wouldn't go there. 
Not necessarily. | 
If you wanted & change from/ east rate for straight 
mining ana a rate forfpushing and for track laying end 
for tiubering, for handling clod, then the ywesent rate 
per car would have to be - F Fvdaaeae See next page) 
Quite possibly, I see that point. 

You would be prepared to agroe to that? 


! a a mance “4 thoroughly negotiate that part of AN 
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Williem Walker 
Q I see no reason why it cannot be segregated, that is, 
4f the present rate should be reduced and the reduction 
put on to the pushing of cars or laying track or setting 
of tinber? 

A Yes, the thing could be negotiated, I have no doubt, 

COMM ISSIONR WHLATIEY: There ig & flexibility to that so in Case 
of heavy pushing you are not provided with provisions 
that allow you more remuneration? 

A Yes, you have one thing that you oan do, and I nevally do 
it myself, when I think it is too heavy to panh, 2 Leave 
the car there and I tell the fire boss ee lawl it is 
up to him; but the custom that obtained in the Great West 
mine for aqnite a few years past hes been, if a man could 
not push his cars out of his yartiouler room or whatever 
place it was that there would be two men working in thet 
place and they received one hour's company pay for the 
consideration of it taking two mon to push the cars out 
but outside of that, I don't know; 1 believe it was done 
in the old Bush mine, tO. 

0  D&d@ you spke an effort to ewteblisn that? 

A Oh, yes, we made efforts to establish all these things 
duing the life of our ogreemnts, every time we negotiated 
we pressed very er ong ly on these questions of pushing 
and 611 this work included under the blenk rate, of course. 

THe CHATRUAN;: | The next question, 14, your anawer wos: "Ag far as 
we can gather the everage earnings for the three years, 
1921, 122 & 123, would be from $700. to $900. per year. ” 
The question was os to the averege earnings of mine workers 
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William Walker 

of every class. I think, on & little close exauination, you 
mey find you have under-estimated the actual eern ing ss We 
have got returns from the employers, copies of the Income 
Tax Returns, which they have had ti render to the Govern- 
ment., and while I admit that we are not able to study 
this question in as full detail as we would like topin order 
to ao it properly, we would have to put the government to 
the expense of a corps of accountants going around the 
mines and checking all these things up end when we got 
through we would then imow the earnings of each man on each 
kind of job in the mine more fully then we do. 

A Yes. | | 


& 


The statement we have in each case gives the period employed 
generally in half months. 

4 Yea. 

That will tend to mauce the average per nonth because, if 

& man ig employed one month and two days he will appear 

BE having worked far 8 month ond & half and we have averaged 
him on the basis of having worked for & month and & halt 

and he mey have only worked for a month end two days. The 
whole teniency must be to reduce the average per month 

from what it actually was{.In taking out these figures 

we have also exoluded as well as we could the men holding 


managerial positions in the wines 


fim 


Oh, Fewe 
Q Top positions se well as we could: we only bad names, in most 


cages, we did not have jobs, and where © man's twelve months" 
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William Walker 


earning was not out of line with the others, 4t wag not 


going to affect the averare, anyway, eubject to those 
qualifications and subject to futher atudy whioh we will 
give them and which I know lr. Wheatley will give them, the 
figures for earnings that I have here before me ( Quot eu )~ 
We will be getting out the grand average on all these — 
things but I think it is going tocome probably e good many 
hundred dollars a year in expess of what you have been able 
to arrive at. 

But, in the first plece, you are taking coal mines outside 
of this particular district, I presume? 

lo, these are all in your district; Mareus, Great-iest, 
Nreger-isekay, and the Premier Coal Company. Oh, no, 

these are all in your district. We heve similar reports 

for elsewhere, 

I don't suppose those reports tell you whether those 

ere het earnings or not, do they? 

Yos, thet ig what they report. 

Net or proas? 

In what semee do you mean, net? 

Well, the setunl amount paid to the men? 

Yes, os 

Yeu, thet 1s what I mean, because they are very often 

in the case of coal grows earnings; there are certain 
things whidh the miner pays out you could practically 
inelude in his wage : his weshhouse ecco.modation and his 
doctor, but that is | lisbility because it is necessary 


in the performance of his work which should not be included, 
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Williem Walker _ 

ir, Wheatley says these are net earnings, 
You quote 1921. It may seem stanre to this Comission, 
I don't know whether it is or not, but in '21 I workea 
in the Great West mine; I aleo worked in it this last 
winter and, in 1921, the contract rates were just the 
same os they were during this last winter and my averse 
earnings, I think I can sefely state, went down at least 
onethird, under the same contract rates and working in 
the gam mine, 
&e) between '21 and ~ ? 
Ang this past winter. 
Well, Ihave not got the 1924. 


COMMISSIONER DRINNAN; Why? 


A 


THE CHA IRAN; ? 


Because the working conditions are not just whet they 
uged to be. The eoel ig not Se high. Wo have more water 
and everything else, which I think you fully understand, 
and @ greater measure af over-crow ding than what obtained 
in "21, in fact, we had no over-orowding in the section 
I worked in ig '21; I think it was the nicest piece of 
work that ever obtained in the Clover Bar digtrict. 

The grend average that year was 157.14, in '21, and 
the highest averege earnings per month averaged up - 
the high men,was 245.74 per month for the year, 

Well, IT wouldn't dispute - oh, that is the average? 

The average of the highest men, — 

That. amet be the maneee? 


So, 110, ¥ 
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William Welicer _ 


The work at that téme, Mr. Evens, was exceptionally 


food, and some of the men were more fortunate in retiing 


‘more steady employment, naturally. 


As I sey, we intend to study these retwns as thoroughly 


‘@sg we can and I think the whole tendency on the basis on 


which they are mede up is to reduce the average rather 
than inerease it. 

Yess 

On & monthly everege bacia. 

Yos. Just while we are on this question, I will quote 

you a few figures of my own, on cernings during this last 
winter » Ther e are men that oan actually produce more coal 
that I ean; I don't deny thet; I just call myself an 
averége miner. There are men which cannot put put as mach 
as Ioan, so I just call ayself an average, These are the 
net amounts which I actually received , that is, after I 
had paid for my powder ani wash house end doctor and 
union dues, the actual amount stated on my pay cheque, 

I have one here ~- 

Just read them all as they come along. — 

Yes, I am going to do thet, From september lst last year 
until september 15th, I worked 12% days and my net earn- 
ings were $68,15. Prom september 15th to the 50th TI 

haa 72,656, 1s/fagee Now we come to October, 13 working 
dnys egein, $74.05, Included in thet > I mind this period 
quite well, and I think I should make this point to the 


Commission - there was one day when the mine was closing 
early, we were working six houre that particular dey, and 
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| Willian Walker 
owing to the machine breaking down al1 1 did was to shoot 
coal for the next day; 1 didn't earn any money that one 
day; while there were sctually 13 deyse I wes in the mine, 
I was in the mine this particular day for six hours end I 
aia not earn a cent. Another morning, on a ionday, October 
6th, I was in the mine from & o'clock ti11 11 &'elock 
elong with three other men and we came out, owing to black 
damp, and we hadn't earned a nickel. I went to interview 
the manager and the mnager said he was sorry, they were 
needing coal badly at the same time, and I also pointed out 
to him thet I felt a little sary for myself that I got up 
early in the morning and walked frou home and got chengred 
and went down the mine and was down three hours without 
earning a nickel, but he promised to have 1% rectified the — 
next day end it was rectifiedjsand there was actually a day 
end a half I actuslly spent in the ming and dia not earn e 
nickel ; that was the total for the first half, 974.05. 
And the last half of October? 
I only actually worked in the mine 9% days, I was on union — 
business @ few deys; the 9} days xummmiedx netted me 340,59. 
November this is @ gool one ; just take note of this - 
I spent exactly 7 days in the mine, November 10,11,12,13, 
14,15 - mo 6 Gays ~ and I received the great gaount of | 
£20 0456 | 
Wheat wes the trouble ‘then? 
The trouble was that I simply ams not get cars to load 
coal in; thet was the trouble. I mmm don't want you to 


assume I was working herd all day for that because I 
! PTD 2 } wesn't. 
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You couldn't? 

I was sitting around freezing then. For ten days the lest 
hel? of November the amount wos 46.35; the next one for 


the first half of December I had a cheque for 41.48, but th 


was 8n oversight, 1.25 left out which m ould have been in 


and I got it next time, I got it on the next pay. 

And the last half of December? | 
The last half wes 50.70, for 10} days. The rest of what I 
have are more or less averaged; do you wish to continue 
them for January, February and liarch? | 

How a0 they run, just run over the figures, just give me 
the totals. 7 

They very in number of days work. The next one, 56.75 
for first half of January. 

Second half of Jannery? 

$66.45. 

February? 

The first hol f of February ~ thig is the one I had in 
mind before « sovendsys in the pit for 20.48, net emount, 
And the last haif? 

of Februery was 60.87 , some conslderable difference. 
March? | 
The first half of Merch was 56.36 and the last hale Was | 
when I finished at the mine, ZI don't know just what days 
I worked, I think about six down here but I don't just 
renember, that wax 26,16, that was just £igiah ing UD. 
speaking brosdly throughout 812 thet time, wes your short. 
time due to you having other business in & very wany cases? 
There 4s not very little short time; there is not any 
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Wilijenm Welk er 
B there is not any more than two weeks, in the whole winter, 
that I didn't work if the mine when I could have, when the 
ine was open; I doubt whe ther they run to two weeks but 
I will concede two weeks for that point, but I am mre it 
- doesn't run to that. | | 
COMMTs STONUR WHEATLEY: Under Question 15, Mr, Walker, with reper as 
to high average rates earned by woe sien, you sey some 
miners are being allowed to work on days when the mine was 
not running, other men not getting this advantare, and work- 
ing overtime and even working on Sundays? 

A ‘This is our reply to 15. 

Q Whet do you mean by working over time? Do the nimera /eaed 
over tine? 

A Yes, it hos been very prevalent at tines and we found 
oceasion to check it up in one or two mines in our orpan- 
ization when we became awere of it; but it was 4 very | 
eamion occurrence, especially on the afternoon shifts. The 
day shift 1s not quite so bad; they usually are mwetty | 
prompt on the day shift, but we had occasion to counent on 
that in wo particular mines. 

Q To whom aid you report? 

A We reported it to the Kines Hevarina it ; the only place to 
report to, in my estimation, BnyWaye 

q This working on Sundsys, is that miners or uUpaneni? 

Oh, at is both at times; 4f there is any repair work to 
be done on sandey , I have seen it quite & few times the 
fire boss, or pit boss in charge | of the work will probably 
























nino maak Dede TE ie ieee on | 
i i — os i: TN ay? a 
eweeil atari ott at eaten ave nad exon yu don , | 

Gat 46 vs eval 6 tuo x noite eatka adit ot twow a th T gedt 
nr a ee ee ny age hy 
SHE wrouww ort ae airs, yon hat ote S600 i “#n0q0, wom onta — a 
“Se are gare 

et set net a eenttoa sail we saloon om: ‘ebood i 


ia 


Au 






nye ae oh: vk! 
sith ca one ¢ Haneob © 


eben: os ate volte ait ar ct ke wore? robe ner 

wiv ye BON ota ane ed Boorse estoy snows tigi of = | 

Bow Shika: gett soul aga ito stww ot bowtie wited ome sents ; 
omit bite ATLAS otalg ‘gatttes ton rem redto vation fom 


eee rere oe 
Tagan ne -gaibat tom sore daa o. ack 








s 
Me 


Lape \or vita ons ag tome novo saben Ves wae. He °8 tocu 4 : 

| oa ii toate wre ae 

Saoax ow ine wuts $s itive Laverey ym aed ‘aad et or i 

ennere ae ash aurutaa ort vo. on ab 55 $2 oso ot . Hors ta P000 = 
ei 6 aoe tt ud ith Yo otowe waanod ow nodw: ite 






aa? vat tidy soon te o8 ied ae  Teetboase seaters0ge noanoe 








Witow oa <b 
ke fre .at0 ot t mokasave : 
ils Rey ee cr ge 





“sweat 1 atreat in ome 





-259~ 
William Welker 
ask a contract mine on ssturday, "Will you came out bo- 
morr ow?" 
But not to mine coal? 
A No, not to the best of my informtion, there 1s no mining 
coal on sundsy, to do company work. 
COMMISSION IRINNAN; Did you ever work over tine? 
A You mean that eight years? 





Q You. 

A I aid on one ~ 

Q Qn contract? 

A Yes, it wes working on the long wall syetem, which I 


think you ere acquainted with, and the mneger wes around 
end he thought the place had gone far enough end thought 
4¢ would cave and he wanted us to stay sround and load the 
eoel and get it out, and I happened to be working with 
either three ot four men and he came to me ond FP seys, 
"You are putting me in & difficult position. Go and ask 
the other fellows; 1f they will agroe I will atey.” I 
conceded his point that the place wight possible cave, 
but usually I am not strong on over time, 

9 Isn't 4% sometimes necessary in & mine where the coal is 
cut by machine to have the plece cleaned up #0 that the 
machine can work again on the afternoon, sometimes necessary 
to have work a little over time to get the plese cleaned up? 

A Not if the place is efficiently mameed, 

2 Well, you cannot always tell what is going to happen in a 
coal mine and if something goes wrong over which you have 

no control and you don't get the coal out of this place 
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Whliien Walker 
the men that work in this place would be idle unless the 
place gets cut; who 1s going to load the coal they « 

I ecan give that by quoting the system thet obtains in 

the Great West mine. Your question is quite correct end I 
have known mei who work on that line. It is generally 
considered 4 man shoulda have more than one place. The syaten 
in the Great West mine, you don't stey in any one place; whet 
you heave cleaned that place up the fire boss will say, You 
go to such-and-such a place, and you keep going around and 
around, ond the reason that obtains ‘ say we are working 
this with machines ona they put ome man in a place, if they 
cen't give him curs he doesn't get it cleared up and there 
is only two alternatives, either work overtime or the place 
is idle next day. That is not good for el ther one side or 
the other, but to work one man tn one set plage on machine 


work is absolutely no good; 1t ix a detriment to the wodustion 


COIMISSTONER WHEATLEY: Isn't it aleo & violstion;oof the Coal Mines Act? 


A 


mem Mia | eh a: 


To work over time? 

Yes, to work on loading of coal? 

Yes, the Coal Mines Aet calls for eight hours from benk 

to bank; iit¢ is certainly @ violation of the Act ana Tf 
don't believe in it and I won't do it except in the case of 


exceptional circumstances. I am willing to co-operate; T 


would not be awkward with no mine manerer in 4 case that 
calls for it but if 1s going to ask you to work over time 
beeanse he doesn't manage his nine/eftictently es he might — 
ao, that 1g his funeral; it is generally considered that 

of machine mining there ghoula be at least three places 
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for two men, one place to come and go on; when one is 
cleaned up he could take the third place; by the time the 
second man iscleaned up the first place would be out apein; 
some places they figure one man to two places to offzet 

that waiting and working overtime end 811 these iniquitles. 
Whet is the general custom here? Is there one Wan for two 
places or three pleces for wo men? 

There is precticaliy no peneral custom; os I pointed out, 

in the Great West mine it used to be customary thet they 
woulda work oe certein section so there might be twelve work- 
ing places in © partioniar seetion - I.qgm quoting thie for 
example, it is not setucl facts but 4% does apply - There 
tight be twelve places and there would probably be nine 
miners; that gave us three to came ond £0 ON. In the old 
Humber stone mine at one time it used to be the system to 
have two places fir each man, I worked there a Little 

time and they geve me two places, thet when T had one cleaned 
up one I could go into the next one and my previous place 
was eut when I was ready for it erain, We did work 46 Little 
4n the Great West in some parts, as © matter of convenience, 
two men worked together and we hed three pleces together 
between us. I understand in the Penn mine there is one men, 
one place, and that is where this overtime evil is liable 

to occur. 

When you reported these things to the Mines Department how 
were they dealt with? | 

Well, in fact, we investigated on our own & while after and 
found it bad been conwiderably checked but I don't think we 
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got any reply from the Mines Department ay to the actual 
steps they had taken, I am not juat sure on that point; kr. 
Saith conld tell you; he has 811 the secretarial wark to do. 
But you can never suscessfully or efficiently work a mine 
with one man one place on mehine coal and just work eight 
hours because you ere going to get stung sooner or leter; 
either & man is going to work over time or if he doesn't 
work overtime they are going to be short of production next 
day. My advice to the men is; Leave her ot eight hours end 
if that is the system they work on they will soon alter it 
when they find their production is down one-third next day. 
@ The objective of your organization ie to maintain the eight 
hour day? 3 | | 
A Absolutely; six would do me very nicely if we could eet it. 
COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: Three would be better? 
A Why, sure. | 
THE CHATRLAN; Well, ir, Walker, we have dealt quite fully with that. 
48 to the remminder of the questionnaire, we have very Jull 
and complete answers from you, which we have had absts -eted 
and, glancing through them just now, they 811 seem so fully 
and clearly expressed that I do not know that any question 
arises in my mind about thea, I am quite interested to note 
yor? uggestion 86 to the general control of the industry 
and to which you have evidently given considerable thought 
and I thin: perhaps we night nsefully turn to the very Laat 
question, Question Ay - 
A There was another one r wanted to « 
Q - unless there te sone in the neem ine you want to venink on? 
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There is one I had in mind here and that is the question 

of the minimum wage to & contract miner; it is commented 
on samewhere in our questions. 

It 4s in 34. The whole answer to Question 34 seemed to 

me to be the one we could most usefully take up now, 

De you wish to proceed on that one? | 

Your first agrestion there is the conircl of granting 

of permite for the opening of new aiines.....(reading). 

Have you thought how that could be worked out by the 
Government? 

Yes, to some extent, we feel that the mining inauetry at 
the wesent. time is not what it should be. Coal iw a vitel 
asget to the province, there is no doubt, and when we are 
poing to be allowed $0 have new wines continually opened up 
it means, a8 you yourself remarked, 0 suffering to the worker 
probably by redueed number of working days than there ia. 
No doubt there will be some capitel lost in a venture on 
some occasions and we feel that, owing to the over-crowded 
state of the market there certainly should be some direct 
supervision over this question of granting permits to open 
up any more coal mines et the present time. I don't think 
it is conducive to the best interests of the industry and 
the wovince at large because the ultimate outcome is, ag 
we see it to-dey 811 over, they say: "We cannot sell our coal; 


we have got to woduce it cheaper; ana the panacea for all 


their ills, cagcording to the operators, is reduction in | 
wages. That does not solve the problem at all, in fact, 
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Willien Walker 
I gained en adtission froa one cool operator the other 
week 4f we were 811 down to the level of Cardi?? and 
Lakeside Collieries the situation in this district would 
be the same; we could not 011 work full time. He quite 
willingly adnitted it. 
Wheat would you think the man,who owned coal and had his 
wm Goney 8nd wanted to open that-up and sell his coal, 
would think about a permit sys ten? 
There is that way of Looking at it but then, while it is 
& broad question, there is one point we must look at, 
that actually there can be no swh thing as independence 
and we should not allow any one individnal ~ 4+ might be 
you or I-or anybody else - we should not allow any one 
isdividuel to commit any acts which ere poing to impoverish 
the workers of this province, 
I am quite interested to ret you answer on these various 
points that come up. Don't you think it possible that, 
if the Government established jonbie ie a permit system and 
thereby eliminated over-crowding, thet the corner igrocers 
who suffer from too many proceries in their neighborhood 
tight think they ought to heve help,too? 
I certeinly do because I believe that to-day, being as 
you mention groceries, we have got no scientific method of 
distribution; this method of a store on every corner is an — 
antiquated method of doing business; they are all just 
scrambling and trying to make ® living; they are all being 
ee pushed to the wall, 
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You think the principle mirht be applied almost univers- 
elly? | 
Yes, I certainly do. 
Now, this minimum wage;you wanted to apeak of it again f 
Yes. Where is that? 
It is in thet same question. 
You, The answer to that particuler point sums it up 
briefly but here ig the situation as we find it in thig 
district, that we are being increasingly driven to the 
wall by over-crowding in the amines, thet when we ere work- 
ing we cannot make the money we should do. Those figures 
I gave you of my own earnings, I conld have materially 
increased thet if 1t had not been for over-crowding; and 
it is & preat burden on the mine worker in this district . 
And it is not only the over-crowding, T will tell you 
where the thing has a great effect; there might be a 
certain nuaber of men working in a district where there 
can only be 80 many cars supplied. Instead of just 
putting enough men down there that conld load thoge cars -- 
fo make this clearer, we will assume there her baci hen working 
in ® certain @istrict and ten cars is an average day's 
work per man, we will asgume for the same of argument, 
and &11 that it is possible to get out of that district by 
@ horse and pully is © hundred cars per day, but they think 
nothing of shoving twelve or fourteen men down there. 
Why do they do that? ) | 
I cannot tell you that; it seems to me 1t ig 8 futile 
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effort to inerease production; it is the only way I can 
account for it; and consequently the men ail get less 
ears: the total output is just the same, That is the way 
it beara’ down very heavily on us. And there isa another 
point, that very often a lot of these extra men that are 
crowded in are preen-horns; they might not be eble to load 
very much more; so, if the average dey's output was ten — 
cars por man, they could probably only do five. supposing 
three men, all experienced miners, could loan thirty cara, 
to pile another man to share on those and he takes five 
away, you reduce those men to two eights and a nire; it ia 
one of the worst things we have to contend with in this 
district. And I might say, in connection with the minimum 
ware, there is a point ZI want to make myself? clear on. . 


We are not asking a minimum wege for the aan that cannot 


aig emi; don’t think that for one moment. What we went 

ig some guarantee that when the man is in the mine, 

perring breakage of machinery, - some guarantee that he 
will get decent Wage B. It is really our idea. We would 
not @ak 8 Minimum wage for a man who is a grreen-horn, that 
probably could not do the work under any circumstences. 

Tt 4s commonly asgnmed, Mr. uvene, that the contrect miner 
makes more than the company worker; it is generally assumed 
he has to work harder; while, if he ig at it for eight 
hours he does work harder but you take it, my experience 
during this post winter, we lost out om the deal, because 
when the mine wes idle the company man sometimes got extra 
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shifts on; he was actually better off than we were who 
supposedly make more money. You will see my figures. I 
guess they don't average very little more than the $5. 

per day and that is the company rate, 

Is there any other point you would like to discuss with us? 


COMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: How are your wash houses, ir, Walker? In what 


eee 9) 
alee ‘ 
Sareea ely 


A 


condition are they? Are they satisfactory? 

Well, the same thing applies to the wesh house, very often, 
as it does to the mine, that it is over-crowded in the 
winter time,but they could be improved on. We are handi- 
capped very often for sitting room; a man has not enough 
sitting room. I have seen wash houses,and right in this 
district to-day with two rows of lockers and one narrow 
plank seat. Well, if you oan show me how two batches of 
men can find room to sit around there it has got me; I 
think I made a comment somewhere in ourweplies. that 

we required & certain seating space. 

In 30. | 

Yes. It 18 done in other places; I have wrked in mines 3 
where you have lots ofvroom in the wash house, but the 
sprays, showers 6nd thet part of 1t 16 all right; it is 
merely the seating af tua tion where we find ourselves 
cramped up for changing clothes. 

How do you find the ventilation in the mines in this 
district? — : 

Well, the ventilation varies and, to sum it up in a few 
words, it is not whet 1t might be, by any means. The 
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system employed {in some of these mines, where they shoot 
through the dey, that calis for strong ventilation, that 
is, if the men are going to have anything like comfort. 

I think one of the possible draw-backs is that the stoppings 
in verious doors ere leaky. I have suffered from bed 
ventilation in the Great West mine this winter ond com- 
plained to the manspement about it and I fuliy believe , 
while IT am not competent to po and weasure air, that there 
is the required volume of air going into thet mine but 

I think it is leaking in lots of different places; that 
G11 the @ir is not aeiiing tte natural course, as it is 
gupposed to be; and it was very bad down in the o14 
Humberstone mine, as fir, Smith coulda tell you. 

Do you have any mines inspection by the workmen in 

this @istriet? Under section 90 of the liines Act’ provision 
4s made for this. Do you take sadvantare of that? 

I will just read that section before I answer your 
question. No, it has never been done, to the best of ny 
knowledge. 

Well, that is a privilere you mirht teke advantage of to 
correct evils of that kind, | 

And I guess probably the question strikes this comms sei on 
as to just why we didn't toke advantage of it and I think 
I should answer it, I might say I have had it in my mina 
for some little time past but we are not en old organiza- 
tion and Rome was not built in e day, &s you know; but 
under open shop conditions you will never, never fina 
that clause exerciued for the very simple reavon that 
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if any body of men were elected to carry out this oleuse 





and their reports did not satiefyythe managem nt, or, 

in fact, 1f it stated that the mine was not G11 that it 

might be, well, they would be walking down the road the 

: very first thing they knew, And that ie the main reason 
in this district, at least, that I believe that section has 
never been put into force, that a men wos afraid. 

THE CHAIRMAN; Héve you had instances where there hag been discrimina- 

tion against men who have made themselves active in - - 
Oh, yes, we paid discrimination pay to two or our members, 

Q You pay discrimination dues? 

A If we think the cane wos justified and we conld not get 
the man re-instated for ao certain length of time, why, we 
would pay him ® little discrimination pay to help keep 
his wife and family. 

Q And you have done that? 

A We have done that in two insutances, 

COMMIS SIONSR WHEATLEY:;? But not in the cese of mine inspection? 

A Mo, this section has never been put into effect, to the 
beat of my knowledge, ond that is the main reason it has 
never been used, because the district was open shop for | 
so long, and I think if you enquired in open shop districts 
you would get the same angwer to that question. 

COMMISSIONER TRINUAN; I think that is where you are wrong. I think 
you will be mrprigd that there are comuittees which have 
ected under that section in open shop conditions and I 
have never heard of anycommittee going wewm: down the 
track yot. 
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Well, theyre probably more open-minded employers. 


COMMISsIONIR WHEATLEY; I take it you are afraid to apply yourself 


to that particuler provision in the Ast? 

No, I,myself, am not afraid. I fronkly say I have never 
rei sed the question during the time of our organization 
because I have been pretty busy; in fect, if I had juris- 
diction over the coal industry of Alberta I would mke it 
compulsary that at least one man, one of the workmen 
employed. at the mine, be appointed to go around with the © 
inspecter; change the man every three months; but I think 
it should be compulsory; I would make them go. 

Thet, perhaps, was put in the Act for that purpose. 

But it dunt vende it ig voluntery. 


It 4s so vitally essential? 


Oh, pum there is no doubt about that fact,that the section 
has never been put into operation lies solely with the men, 
I will frankly admit that, 

orpeni zation 
Tour sueeknen ought to assert itself on that point. 
Well, I am quite willing to accept that as & recommendation, 
for thet matter, It is a clause thet really should be en- 
forced; I frenkly admit it. The sien have the liberty and 


they have this wivilege under the Mines Act. 


COMMISSIONER IRINNAN; Are you not aware certain companies work on that 


kind of ins peo tion? 

Possibly. 

That they have aivi dea the miners to do it? 

I aa very plaa to near that waere is somebody br oad enongn 
to do it. 
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Are you noticing any improvement in yow employers? 
Are you getting them educate a? | 

That ie a very difificuht or eubarrassing?) question, (not heard 
I mean it quite serfously. If this organization is & new 
thing ox both sides have to adapt themselves and there ig 
& general improvement noticeable. 

I think probably on that line there are no doubt sirns 

of improvement from the employees' end of the situation; 
in fact, I must add one thing, that whenever I have wanted 
to meet ony of the coal operators at e11 I have never had 
any difficulty; they were always ready to meet me; I will 
give all the credit Zar that. 

WHEATLEY: This may possibly be one of the causes: you 


' don't want as workers to rive offence to some of these 


companies that have baa ventilation and report on thom? 
Well, for my yort, I would not hesitate about giving offence 
at 811 because I consider it is no offence, anything that 
ig actually the truth, in eny walk of life, that you sare 
making an offence against enybody; if the truth will not 
bear tolling it is time to quit. 

There is a deterrent somewhere. 

Woll, I feel convinced, if, during open shop conditions in 
this district, with due respect to liv, Drinnan as to other 
districts, but if you have the feelings of the average miner 
during open shop conditions in this district in rerard to 
section 90 of the liines Act, I believe pretty nearly every- 
one would sey: “re Ireport the thing os it actually is thet 
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itig not up to the Kines Act, I will get pushed down the 

road 8 4 I will get my family to keep," and thet is the 
reply you would get but now-a-days it 1s a little differ- 
ent; you can probebly lay the blame on our organization 

, for that matter. | 

«COMMISSIONER DRINNAN, This broadening effect that we are talking 
about ought to extend to the miners, too? 

A That is true, 

| It is more in their own aina then any action of the com- 
panies? 

A (That is true. 

; {t think you, yourself, know the psychology of the coal 
miner just as well as I do and I think you realize in 
any netters just out of the reguler routine he elways 
looks to the officials of the organization to pave the 
way and just the fact thet we heve not taken up this 
per ticular section of the Mines Act, that is likely the 

_ yeagon it has not been in operation during the life of 
ow organization, but I do know this much, thet in wme— 
of the mines if it md been in effect the reports might 
have been etartling to sole, 3 

COMMISSIONS’ WHGATLEY: Without doubt there are some things thet 
night have been rather delicate to touch on and if you © 
are in any way eonsoi entious you so not like to mke 
the report? | 

A Well, I feel that ‘eiiy thd ng thet is a pay to the | 
safety and the health of workers, I don't care who they 
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are or where they are, it should be brought out; I feel 
it is only justice to everybody. 
That ie what that Act is for and provision is mide there 
with that object in view. 
Oh, yes; I am quite willing to secept blame fa that 
section not being put into operation, that is, dmrim the 
Life of our organization anyway. 

Well, if there is nothing more you want to surprest 
beyond what we have in writing from you ss well ss what 
you have given ue verbally - 
Well, I don't know that I can enlarge on it to any great 
extent except this, that this Commission, as I under- 
stend it, is appointed by the Government of Alberta end I 
Tresume that you have fairly wide powers,which most com- 
Giissions heve,and I think, in justice to the coal miner 
that you should study this thing in e broad light. I 
know this commission ig able to do it if they care to do it 
because the Province of Alberta is elso pert of the Domin- — 
' fon of Cena@® and Canada approved of all the principles 
pertaining to labor that are embodied in what iu known as 
the Treaty of Versailles after the Great Wer, and it has 
come gown to this that hogend ty is forgotten ali ahont; 
Labor #@ come to be looked upon as just e comucdity to be 
bought whenever they want it. The question of a decent 
standard of living is not taken into consideration. vo. 

sayy Well, there is lots bf laborers ; wexwill just pay 

you 30g an hour, or whatever the case might be, and you 

cannot get any more, and I think before we can have 
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prosperity in the coal mining industry in Alberta or 
wrosperity in the province as 6 whole, or even in the 
Dominion of Camda as a whole, that this question will 
have to be faced sooner or later; it will not help to 
pot the thing on e sound besis 4f any indvetry is working 
at full time end paying starvation wages That is the 
yeospertty which might look prosperous to wome faraway 
country but if you have everybody working full time but — 
at starvation wages, sowething is going to break sooner or 
leter, and I think, myself, in commisstons of this kind, 
that the situation shovld be studied very broadly and to 
give every consideration to the worker, because the worker 
actually is the most important to industry, &s I see it; 
in fact, to mke that point cleax, I think I could use an 
example which I sometimes use and relative to cool mining: 
Some persons might say, Well, if there is no boney you 
could not get no coal, but you could get men to dig coal 
if you could guarantee them good food, good clothes, & 
rood house to live in ande little pleasure in life; they 
would go down a nine and dig coal for you; but if you have — 
a mine and there is nobody working in it and you stick 
#100,000. at the bottom of the shaft, how much coal wi 11 
that dig for you? It won't aig one particle. And, therefore, 
t eontend ena I might be a Little more advanced in wy idess © 
‘or some people call me radical, but I contend Labor is 
more important to industry than Capital, because Capital 
cannot produce itself but Lebor can. At one time in this 
world we had production, people were fed and clothed but | 
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hed no Money. That ig wnat I base my contention on; but 


the main point on this, in cloging: Before we can have 
pros prity that they think is avound the corner, the | 
workers as &@ whole must have e decent standard of living 
comupatyible with most every other class of citizen that 
we have in the country. I thank YOU» 


‘THE CHATQNAN: Mr. smith, can you deal with those fow points befare 


we adjourn? : 
UR GiTTt: I don't think it will take me very lon. 


LIVINGSTONE sukiItH, 
Be ing recalled, and already sworn, was examined by 

You were going to deal especially with the health 
matters in answer to Wuestion 6 end the educational 
matters in Snswer to Questions 11 and 127 
Yes, and I have & little bit here on the Mines Act also, 
with the permission of the Commission. 
What do you find as you go about the mines under your 
jurisdiction ag to health eonditions? 


i 


Yes, I am secretary of the sduonton District liiners 
Pederation, | 


THE CHATS AN; pve long have you he 1d that pos ition? 


Ae/fnlt time position I have only held it sinee Last 
December, that 1s six months. | 

Well, that is your oceupathon now? 

Yes. Sy | | | 

Before eon you wer @ ‘the toting sec-etary, were ‘you? 
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Oh, yes. 


Since the orrpanization beran? 
Yes. 


oa - & & 


Iwill repeat my question. In reference to the nines 
with which your organization is connected, what have you 
tO say ag to peneral health and living conditions? 

A Well, as far as the bunk houses sre concerned, the term 


we aprly to them, the place where & miner sleeps after he 





comes out of the mine - 
COMMISSIONNR TRINNAN: You are talking about the single man? 

A Well, of course, ® married man might be in © bunk house 
and his family somewhere else; but those who are in the 
bunk houses - some of them aren't very nice places for 
anyone to live in, Take the bunk house at the Humberstone 
mine which has closed, you didn't only have miners in that 
place, you head an enormous fanily of cock-roaches and bugs 
es well, in addition to the miners, 

THE CHAIRMAN; Theat one is closed? 

A That is closed now, The Black Diamond place, T cannot 
say Gnything about it, I never sew it; I only was in one 
at Freser-lineKay's mine; I have nothing apeingt Mr. Fraser; 
I gave him due credit yesterday; I think he wes very fair 
in his evidence and I would say if everyone was es honest 
as Mr, Praser is in hig dealings with the miners I don't 

think there would be a quarter of the labor @isputes we 
heve; but I had occasion to go into one of the bunk houses 
there; I went in to get warm, and there were beds, I mppose 
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meant for beds, nailed around the wells, something in the 
shape of a ship's cabin, with wire mattresses, and there was 
@ most horrible collection of rags end torn paper and one 
thing and another I ever saw in that place. 

Who 4s responsible for keeping the bunk house clean? 

i gouldén't tell you that, 


The men who use it? 


2 


> DBD & 


No, I would think the person who is renting a bunk house; 
that is, the person who owns it,would be the person respon- 
sible for keeping it clean. I meant to take that up at the 
time with the Board of Health but I was busy and it slipped 
my memory énd it was overlooked; but it certeinly wae in 

e filthy condition. Now, I have not seen the buildings 

of the liereus mine but I have been told there are quite & 





few windows broken and they ere stopped with rege. and any 
other material they have to stop the ératte:. 
COMMISSIONER IRINNAN: Yeu, but, ir, saith, before you fo any further, 
bunk houses @nd wash houses ad & mine are subject to the 
rerulations of the Mines Act and the Health Inspection Act? 
Yes. 
Q And if ® bunk house or wash house is not in o sanitary and 
proper condition, it is only a question of applying the 
proper) authority, either the Inspector of Mines or a 
senitery Inspector; the Act coverg e11 these things, now, 
— doean't 1t? 
That is quite true, Mr. Drinnon, 
It is only a@ question of bringing the thing to the proper 
& authorities? The Act has pot to be obeyed. 


AK Lay ales 
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Livingstone smith — 


A Yes, it is quite true; but the very fact that the Act 
yrovided for inspection periodically by inspectors, one 
would think the inspectors would see these things. 

THE CHAIRMAN: As far es this commission poes, if there ise Lopislation 
already in existence to remedy the rrievances you sre 
talking about, al] that I would think would be necessary is 
to bring these things to the attention of the prope suthor- 
ities and then if 1% cannot be remedied we might recomend 
some other thing but, at the mesent tine, if the leriala- 
tion is carried out you would have no complaint? 

A The macinery is there but it requires oiling; so the 
Commiesion might interject some oi1 into it. I have had 
occasion to report things to the Hines Department before and — 
I nave Poe bie entirely satisfied with the way things have 
been handled, 

2 Well, that is sanething you might tell us, where the Mines 
Act has not been sdministered, 

A Do you want thet now? Well, reference is made to the mines 


wert 





| working over time and the reply I pote-the letter I sent to | 
the Department at that time stated it was understood there 
were certain mines in this district working over tinue, I 

took the stand it was not up to ua/ state the specific mines 
at that time but 1% was up to the inspector to gina out; 

that is whet he 4s paid for. I got a reply stating that 

the Department had no knowled-e of ary mines working over- 
tiue, eter on, I believe, ir, Richards telephoned hr. 

Welker and quelified that reply by wanting to know which 
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mines were working over time. But that was the reply I 
got ~ they had no knowledge. One of them ig the Penn 
mine right up againat the kines Departwent, almost. 

We had & man killed at the Mareus mine sometime ago, 
two weeks &g¢o, I think it was, And, in that connection, I 
think provision should be made for experienced mon doing. 
dangerous work in the mines, Now, this particuler man, he 
down, brushing, I believe, and the man that wes working 
@long with him had never been in the mine before, to the 
best of my knowledge, until that day. An accident occurred; 
some rook fell from the roof ang the man got knocked down 
in the mud. The fellow that was with hin beat it and left. 
him there. The doctor told me the man Ged from suffoce tion 
through lying in the mud, 
Just recently? 
We were kind of suspicious end we wanted a report of the 
inquest and I would quote you the section of the Act to 
which I refer ~ Subsection 4, section 57 (Reads). I wrote 
to the Provincial secretary's Department, Coal Mines Brench, 
as follows: (Reeds letter) . "Re John Odenskt Inquest." 
(requesting them to furnish report of the inquest to this 
federation and the nome of the miner who represented the 
miners at the inquest, and the jury), This is the reply I 
got: (Reads) (This was referred to the Dept. of the Attorney 
General, "I do not mite understand to what you refer in 
the second pecagra ph of your letter ,as there is no provision 
in the Mines Act requiring @ miner to represent a man at 
an inquest.” &0, - signed "John T, Stirling.") 
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COMMISSION“ TRINKAN; You were working to find out who were represent- 
ing the miners? 
A Yes, at the inquest. 
Well, I don't think there is any proviston for one of the 


£3 


miners, You could go there as representing the deceased 
or the rolatives of the deceased and ask any questions you 
Wished. The coroner would let you ask it, 
A Yes, but this inquest was held and everything was over be- 
: fore anybody realized the accident had actually happened 
: except those immediately concerned, From what I can cathe: 
) the inquest was almost concluded before the mine inspector 
got there, The Act states quite clearly the Coroner should 
) bn edjourn the inquest until such time as the inspector was 
able to attend. 
2 I don’t know what procedure actuplly happened but T have 
attended & number of Coroners’ incuests and some official 
of the Union wes there and nobody interfered with hin sat- 
| ing @11 the questions he wanted. He wos there reyresenting 
the relative of the deceased, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Your complaintin thet rerard is that you 
didn't have tine? 
A Yeu, | 
THE CHAIRMAN: ‘The Act does not, as I read this section, call for 
notice to the workmen who worked with the man; it simply 
seys,"At any auch inquest a ver wen appointed by the worknen 
shall be at Liberty to examine any witness." It calls 
| for notice to the inepec tor and for Gj ournnent until the 
paver? on Mbeatednagt 
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Livingstone saith 

* fi That is quite true. The first notice I got of this 
accident,=I was in Calgary and I got back on Tuesday 
morning and I met a man in the afternoon who seid there 
was ® man killed at the Marcus mine and I asked who was 
the doetor and he said, Dr. Atkinson. I 'phoned Dr, Atkin~ 
son to find out when the inquest was to be hold and he 





enna, ‘Oh, the inqueatiwas held; it is ®11 over." 

IR TNNAN; 

COMMISSION { Who functions when you are away out of town? Wes it is, 
Walker fell down? 


f 

: 

A Well, no one knew the firet thing about it. I guess I wes 
‘ 
. 


' 
\. 
¢ 

é 
1 

‘ 
a 


the first one to pet to know the man had been killed, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Wheat do you suggest in this case, Mr, Gnith? 
A I think, in that comnection, where an inquest is ned ess 

sery, that everyone should ret the fullest posal ble advant- 
ae to be present at that Inquest end examine witnesses 
: and that the law chonld movide svecifically for these 
Sdvantares.s 
You desire to have that section amended so thet notification 


&> 


would co to the arent also of the miners’ organization? 

& Yes, if possible; if not, the Act should provide, if there 
ig no organization, thet the men should be notified, that 
they can appoint someone to represent their interests. | 

Q some nomber of the fomtly, 4 there was one? 

A  Welli,onot necesserily, oa member (one of?) the men working 
at the ming, | | | | ” | 

COMLISSTONReIR NAN; The Act ywrovides for thet. 

‘THe CHATRUAN; It does not wrovide for notices They my pak tox 

: questions et the inguest butit does not provide for 
“notice to then. 
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bivingstone saith 
A There is another point, now, about inexperienced men 
going down ig the mine, There was that man, probably 
in fear of his Life, in going down the mine. I under~- 
stand they were short of men ana they sent him from on 
top, sent him down there, and he doesn't know bBhe first 
thing about it. The accident occurs and he goes away 
and Leaves that man end be is dead because there is no 





one tiere to lift his head out of the mud, andheis | 

suffocated, The Doo tor'toi d we that himself. I have not 

geen the finding of the coroner or the jucy but the doctor 
cor titied he died from suffocation, 

 COMISSTIONR WHEATLEY: What do you a egest? 

A I suerest that eny man who is working ot the om@1 face 
or doing eny of that work that requires © certain degree 
of ability, vetimbering or brushing, should have @ cert- 
ificate to prove he is competent to do thet work. I | 
think they have some wovision in the B, C. Act. 

Q You went souething G@awn up similar to thecone in the 
Be Cy Act? 

A Well, I am not fully conversent with what the B.C.Act 


EE i. 


gays but they have a wovision of some kind for certify- 
ing + 

THE CHATRMAN: Mx, Saith, Iam sorry; 1 thought perhaps you just had 
those one or two matters to speak to. I think we will 
adjourn and take you 2irst thing this afternoon, 


Adjourned at 12:15 until 20'elock this 
aus tent  atternoors 
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2 o'elock P. Hy + Thursday, Moy Tth, 1925. 
DIVIREG store sur? ss, 
being recalled, resumed as follows: 


Was there anything more you would like to sey to us 

in the matter of the health conditions as you were 
around the various mining camps? You spoke of bunk houses 
only this morning, 
Well, thet is the main thing. I think the inspectors ought 
to pay more attention to the matter of investigating 
eonditions in bunk houses when they visit the mines, and 
Blso the wash houses, especially where the acc omuio dation 
in the wash house is too limited for the number of men 
that sre employed at the mine. In that respect, there is 
another thing, The men are charged for the wash house; | 
they pay a doller a month, in most cases, I suppose some 
vases may be ‘more and some may be less. These bunk 
houses ®re paid for over and over, in many Cases, by the 
men. Take the one at the Hwaberatone, thet was there 
for &® quite & nusber of years ond the men paidea doller 
& month year in and year out, and, os far anu accommoda- 
tion was concerned, it was very poor, and I think the 
company could quite easily have Laproved the accommo da 
tion there without any additional expense to themselves 
because, after all, the men were paying far the wash houses. 
The other question Mr, Walker said you would deal with was 
the question of the educetionel facilities, ao 
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Livingstone saith 


Well, Mr, Chairuan, before I go into the whole question 


of education, such of it as I hope to deal with ~ we had 
quite & plowing report about conditions at the Cardiff 

field yesterday. Now, I would eek the Comiission to ask 

the Provincial Department of Rducation for a report on 

the Cardiff? school Disteiet for the last five years. t 
think Mr, Fyfe is the official trustee of thet Ustrict 

at the present time; and 1+ might be interesting to get the 
official report. | 
WEEATLEY: Is there some particular reference in it you 
would care to explain to the commission? 

Well, I know for & fact the sehool was closed therefor & 
long time; there wera vYuaers but they mre not officiel; 
and I certainly wouldjiike to make any statement in connee- 
tion with these; but the commission could get on official ree 
port from the official trustee of that district. The school 
was certainly closed for & lone, lone time there, 

For whet purpose? 

Well, they hed no money to pey « teacher; that wos the 
reason-it-wes closed. 

Wee there some neglect on the collection of texes or 
something? 

Well, I wouldn’t like to sey definitely on that because 

I have no official information on thet and I wuld not | 
like to mplee a utatement that I have no offie1al information 
on butthat would be the best way, tux if the coma saton i 
got a report from ‘the dg of ain ens then we mene 


ae have ‘the teote. 
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Livinratone smith 
THS CHAIRMAN: Then, about your own school districts? 
A Well, as far as the Beverley school District is concerned, 
we have & problem every fall, Quite a number of people 
come into the town there to find work at the mines; they 





bring their families along ie them; and we have one 
four-rooued school there/a ne using a room in the town hall. 
We hnve another four roomed school that has been closed, 
ay I told you yesterday, since 1917; 1% was condeuned by 
the inspector on account of the fact thet the basement 
gave way and the school was not safe to be used. Se have 
this problem of veople coming im wendwe can only afford 
tp keep five teachers now; we Sctuslly require seven, and 
even then the teachers would heve more scholars than they 
could handle. 
a How many scholers have they now? 
At the present time they will be everaging about fifty 
scholers to the room, 
Will your rooms there hold fifty? 
They will hold more than that; they have got to hold 
more than thet when the rush comes in the fall, during 
the winter ;we had one room there with 68 scholars shane 
in it lest winter, 
Q A room with 687 
A Yess | 
COM TSSIONR WHEATIEY: And one teacher? 
A One teacher; two grades in that room, 
Q What grades? aig 
; | 4 VV. and VI., 1 think. You see, these people in most cases 
ne | 
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are paying school tax:s in some other district and 
we don't even get the advantage of collecting the poll 
tax from people who pay school taxes elsewhere and, 


Livingstone saith 


of course, we have a heavy debenture apeinset the school 
district in connection with the school that wasp Losed : 
that we are struggling to pay that thing off; and it 1a 
&® mill stone sround our nettoana, O28 watter of fact, 
we have got to the point this year where the tax collec 
tions will be later coming in end it 1s a qnestion of 
whether the teachers would wait for their ssleries or the 
debenture holders would wait for their raywents; so we 
deoxded to let the debentwre holders wait a week or two 
longer for their payments and rey the teachers, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Are you on the school board? 

| A Yes, I am cha irunn of the board, 

COMMISSIONER IRINNAN; Do the coal gonpanios in thet diectrict pay their 

taxes, the school taxes? 
A Oh, yes. 


as 


tn whet way aks the coel industry in any way to blate 
for the conditions that exist in Beverter to-day? 

4 Well, in connestion with the improvement tex; mecermx 

we cannot tax mechinery: we may tax bullaings but we 
cannot @seess the machinery, I should sey, that ig in 
the buildings. I dia not see the report on that myself 
but thare was ® case teken to the Court some time ego, 

F two years ago, I think it was, before my time; I have 

A | not been able to see 911 the details of it; and T under 

Mii 3s Sham. snowy ite: dha ruled tie atewict could not assess 
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od tone saith - 

the machinery within the buildings. 

Put 8 higher rate on what they can &ssess? 

Well, of course, 1f you put | higher rate on the coal 


company somebody else is golng to get it, too. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: How do you propose to remedy ~ 


A 


Col IS STONER 





Well, these two particular companies have gone out of 
existence, 8s a matter of fact, now; and there is another 
mine thore probably may develop into something in the | 
coming years, the Davideon property, and we have the 
Creosote Company that hes come in; that will help mater- 
4aily in the school district, We are assessing those 
buildings and i think we have mereged to ret.away with 
asusessing the machinery ,t00. I don't think they sre going 
to dispute the assesament on the machinery; but 12 it is 
feir for one I think it world be fair for the other, I. 
don't seo why we should not assess machinery in or dinery 
buildings any more than arybody @18e, 

WHEATLEY; Zowre trouble seome to came in your fall 
fluetuetions of child@ren, when the men come in to the 
nines? | 

Yes, these people come in to work for the cecal operators 
and we have got %o educate their children, Lest fell it ) 
come to this position, that we had to face a problem of } 
turning sway certein children from the school and the way 
we got around that wes, we decided not to eduwit eny new 
scholers who had reached the age of seven years of age 
until ‘suek tine ag the pressure relaxed, the wessure in | 
other roous in the echool. If the ee were) 
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centralized, if the Province had charge of the education 

of the whole province - - as far as T aw concerned, I would 
like to see the Dominbn take it over but it might be too. 
umieldy; but I think the Province could quite ressily 
handle the education all over the province, os far as 
collecting school texes and disbursement is concerned. It 
would mean, in a case like ourselves, where we have @ larre 
number of people coming in every fall who pay their echool 
taxes elsewhere, it would mean there would be a fair 
distribution of school taxes and that is the case that 
affects the coal camps and the coal towns to & freater ex~ 
tent than any other industrial towns in the province because 
they always have ~- - 

You get a poll tex? 

Yes, put that does not apply to anyone who pays school 


taxes in any other district; it only applies to males over 21 


years of age resident in the district who are not paying 
school taxes elsewhere. 

And you cannot charge those people as non-residents? 

No, and in addition to that we have to pey for the high 
school education for their children, also, in the City of 
Zdmonton; as a matter of fact,- - 

Of course, you referred to the chief cause of your special 
trouble in Beverley and that is the Colonel Farquhar school? 
Yess 

It 4s not & normal problem at all because you have a debt 
there that is doime you no good et oll, if yart of that 
money had been put into a reasonably located and reasobably 
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Livingstone Smith 
constructed school building 7? 
A Well, Mr. vans, probably if the province had control 
of the school funds at that time that school might never have 
been built. The men were all overseas when the thing was 
put ¢keeuph up there and the debenture floated; it 
wes shoved up there; probably «4 plebiscite was taken; 
there was only the women at home and they weren't very clear 
au to what was wanted or what they were voting for, or 
enything else, I think. 
@ It 4g @ very bad case but it ise an exceptional case so 
far as a debenture debt is concerneds 
A Yea But, in the main, thet question of people coming in. 
in the fall sffects the conml towng to a large extent 
because they may be providing for their own children 
and then you can never tehl how many are going to come 
in. Conditions may be flat on the Coal Branch and some~ 
tody put e@ rumor eround there is lots of wrk in Edmonton 
and they will 211 come floating down and ell the aveil~ 
able houses in Beverley will be rented or live two in e house 
and they have 811 these children there, We don't want to 
turn them away; we want to educatecal] the children we can, — 
for that matter, but we also want to be fair to our | 
teachers, We are not peying the teachers the s@leries I 
would like to see them paid. 
COMMISSTONAR WHEATLEY: You suggest the pooling of taxes #~ ? 
A Yes. 
THe CHAIRMAN; Have you ever considered whether you would gain or lose 
by thet? Roughly speaking, I think you woul@ find, if the thing 
were uniform 811 over, it would be the outlying districts 
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_Idving wbone smith 


that would, perhaps, be drawing on you? . 

Well, I don't think we would object to that, providing 
we could get reasonable educational facilities for the 
chilaen we have to handle. 

Is there susan tan) see own hands to-day that would pre- 
vent you putting a heavier tex on yourselves, proviting 
LOL @ rooms and teachers? | 

We are so close to the City of Samonton the t fume dtately 
we put a heavier tax on our selves we would lose ® large 
nuuber of ratepayers and they could move their houses 
across 60th street and get lots at practically less than 
they would have to pay in Beverley. 

That is a particular problem in Beverley. 

I read in the paper the other night, on the Coal Branch, 


where in one particular district they had twenty ohilaren of 


£2 


school. age that had never been to wehool. I aw not sure 
whether it was Mercoal that was the district mentioned or — 
not; 0 can't just remember the name af the district. 

Were there anyvother points, li. giith, you have? 

In connection with the Compensation Act, we would like to 
see every man who ig working ot the mines, or for that 
matter at every other industry, understand at least the 
steps he has got to take in event of an accident happening. 
we have quite a nub er of foreign speaking people coming 
into ‘this country in the cour ue of a year ond, for me 
reason or another, there is quite a nuuber of them drift 


into the mi ning areas. Bost of them, fg I gaia this 
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_livingstone smith 
norning, never had any experience of mines. They go down 


there and meet with an accident,--I had one particular case ame 


weeks ago, where &® man, not long out from Austria went down and 


had been injured, and somebody told him he was a11 right, he 


would get compensation; so he went away and never bothered. 


He was off & month, I think, and comes beck to work and went up 


to the office and wanted compensation money. He had never Filled 


in the application form or anything else and he came to me and 


I coulda not make out and I had to go and get an interweter to 


explain this, but he got his compensation eventually; but there 


is quite a little bit of trouble about it. 


Qe 


A 


What do you suggest? — 

I think notices referring to the steps that a men igs to 
take in the event of an accident shouhd be pwinted in | 
various languares, such as Lngligh, French and Ukrainian; 
these are the particular languages we use sround here, 

Do you think there are many of mch cases ? 

Well, there 1s @ite @ batiof misunderstanding on account 
of that language problem, I had in es maine few days ago 
that came up, he had been off welve days, I think, no, 
fifteen days; he was paid compensation for three days. 
Well, he could not understand; he went to the office énd 
the man explained it to him there, liv. Rose, I suppose it 
would be, but he 44a not know the first thing li. Rose 

wag talking about, and he came to see me. When we ine 
vestigated we found the employer md sent in a report that 
aia not coincide with the man's report; he returned the man 
hea returned to work after he had been off atx days whereas 
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mn Livingstohe saith 


he had been off fifteen. Well, the Board evidently accept- 
ea the employer's report in preference to the mans. However 
the thing was adjusted and the ian pot his compen gation. 


“Well, that does not call for any recoumendation in the 


working out except that the notice ie what you sugr¢est? 

go thet all will understand, After all, these men are pay-. 
ing their compensation and éssessient and it is oniy fair ti 
they should understand what they are paying it for and ais” . 


they ghould ao in the event of accident;end, in connection | 


with the inspectors’ visits to the mine, for after all I 


think they can only be classified as @isitsa, -I notice 

that one inspector had  mething like 115 mines in one 6rea 
to inspect, Well, he can only possibly vivlt these mmx 
mines once every six months; I aon't think he can inspect 
them every six months, each of them, and, in any case, 1% 
seems apparent that the operators always seem to know when 
the inspector is coming to go over the mine. 

Do you know for a fact that they do know? 

Well, I know TI have been working in ® bad area down there 
and was going to bring on inspector end they seid: “Well, 
he is going to come down ina day or two, anyhow; and it so 
happened the mine wasn't working on the day he came. I 
never sow hin, I quit joon after that, That was a case of 
aiserimintion came into the question. After the Concilie- — 


‘t¢on Boerd wos held lest year, I was working in the Humber- 
ptone mine and when I pot back I found myself shoved into 
‘the worst place in the mine, bad oir and water, and it~ 
‘come to ‘the act we were out two or three days a week and 
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we could not work there; we caae out ingtead of staying 
there. | | 
How long did that condition last? 


het must have lasted about three months, to the beat of 


my knowledge, anyhow. 

You hed been working in the same mine previougly? 

Oh, yes, sure; I wes working up there until I wes appoint- 
ed full time by the Union. I went in the office the morning 
I quit and they eskea me what I was quitting for? I seid, 
"well, I don't see that you should ack thet question." 

He says, “How is that?" I gaid,n"Well, I guess sou put 
me in that place with the intention of riStiig me quit.” 
They Gould not vory well have fired me because they would 
have had to fire the whole mine along with me. I wes tak- 
ing my stand as to seniority; if IT hed been laid off I 
woula have expected some men laid off who had been put ba 
after; so they made things Just es bed ee possible for me, 
How many men had bad places the same tine? 

Oh, there were four or five I saw working in that section. 
The others were ell Mrrainians, but they were all more or — 
Less men that liked to get as much es they possibly could 
out of their work. | : 

What do you mean by that? 

Well, they wanted everything that was coming to them; if 
they aia anything they wanted pey for it. : 
low, there was good coal in that marticuler section of 
the mine; 1t was six feet high and beautiful working coal 
and yet you had that condition of bad eir, bad tracks; men 
hed to Gome out of the place two or three times @ day 
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Livingstone saith 


to help the driver to 1ift his camon the track where 
they went off; 1% was a1] causing delsy and we could not 
get cars to load and when we could get the carg the air 
was so bad we had to come out and leave them there. 

Q Did you complein of bad air to the mine inspeetor? 

A ‘No, we pointed it out to the company; we tried to point 
out to the company they were Losing money by not having 
ventilation so the men could work there and they promi sed 
they would do that but it wes not improved when I left 
there. Bear in mind this wee the new company, that last 
company that took the Humberstine mine over; i% was not 
under Mrs. Humberstone at that time; I don't think we 





ever had much to complain of under the previous company. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: That would have been & good opportunity for 
you es an official to have gone around that mine wish On 
an inspection , as authorised by section 90 of the Act? 

AseI am auite willing to admit we fell down on our duty there 
in that respect. 

Q I would be glad to see you make use of those privileres 
in the future. 

bs T know in that mine at that time - yon see, we made 
reference to the horses. Now, I know there were horses 
working in thet mine at thet tine, if I had tried to work 
them on Jasper Avenue in the condition some of them wore © 
in I'd have been in geol yet. I wes speaking to | man o dew 
weeks ego + I don't care to aention the man's name for he 
is out of employment just now and it might prejudice his 
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Livingstone saith 
chances of getting employment agein ~ and the pit boss 
came to him and said; "Were you the mean. that reported us 
in connection with our horses?" and he said, “Ho, it wasn't 
me; I don't know who it wag,/= Evidently they nugt have 3 
been reported." He gaia, "You tally with the deseription 
of the man that nade the report,and, if I thought you 
were the man you would get your times" | | 
TRINNAN; You aia not hear this conversation? 
No, the man told it to me, and I wuld not like to use 
his name, } | 
It iu hardly evidence, is it? 
I suppose the Comission allows some latitude in these 
things. I know these horses were in bad shape, myself ; 
I saw ‘them. 
I mean, the actual thrent of the pit boss is & pretty 


serious matter to take wi thout a chance to examine hin, 


a 
COMMISSIONR WHEATLEY: Is it/frequent thing for these horses to work 


in the mine in that aenner? 
oh, “no; T will give them their due; the operators around 


here © “treat their animals pretty good, es far es I know. 


There is Just this particular case ond probably the 
eetual operators: of the mine were not fully aware of the | 
condition of the aniuals, although 2 heve told them my~ | 
self, in the office, thet things weren't as they should 
be with their horses and “the y would get more work out of 
them if they wore better attended to. 


That, of our wey 16 & mine ‘that te now closed? 
Yes. eit 
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It ig not even ® case we could go and see for ourselves? 
Unfortunately, these horses were taken out of the city 
by the man that bought them. I wes trying to indvee him 
to bring them down to the Court House here before he took 


them away but he had to get them out to his farm; they 


have been pretty well cared for but the marks are still 
on them. 
You would have had them here as exhibits ? 
I woula heve had them hore as exhibits if they had not 
been taken away. 

Any other point? 
No, I don't think there is much nore unless the ComLeat on 
has any questions to put to iN 
Well, we have your views 60 fully worked ont - 
There is one point, in connection with this Onterio market. 
About eighteen months ago there was 6 gentleman by the | 
name of ir, Bilson was the manager of the Humberstone 
mine.’ At that time I was telking with him one day about 
the pos bility of coal going to Ontarfo from Sdmonton and 
he sada, “Well, if we could get a 97. freight rate we 
could put coal from Zdmonton into Ontario at the mevent 
wage seale at a profit." since that time the company wages » 
of the miners were reduced 135 per cont, : 
But he a4a@ not give any detail of that, he didn't tell 
you what - | 
Noy Th was busy, as & matter of fact, but we heppened to 
be standing eround for e minute or to ond he mado that 
yomark to me. that ie contrary to the general expression 
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Livingstone Smith 
of opinion by the operators, that they have got to get 
wepes reduced before they con ever hope to put any col 
in the Ontario market. Another point in connection with 
the Compensation Boerd, we would like some final source of 


appeal after the Board have decided the claim. The Board cannot 


WS. 


be sued, nor can their decision be upset, in prectice, 
anyway, unless they care to reconsider it thenael ¥en, and 
we had to take. the cose as.far_es the Attorney General's 
Department same time ago before we finally. got. the man 

his compensation, but 1% wes by the good grace of the 
Board that this particular man did get his compensation. 

If they had wanted to stil] maintain the stand thet his 
Claim was not compensable (compensatable?) he never would 
heave fot it. 

Why should they maintain that stand? 

Well, that de what I want to know. This particuler man was 
ruptured and I don't think the Compensation Board ere wry 
keen about peying for ruptures. A men woking in a mine 
has about ea dosen different ways he can rupture hiusel? 
very easily. | 

Have you considered carefully the fact of this right of 
appeal, the expense that would be involved to men - if you 
had the right of appeel, of course, other peopke could 
appeal, too, I presume? . a 
Oh, yes, there mght be o certain amount of expense involved, 
too, but as far ag that goes, I would like to see, if the 
commission should make a recoumendation along that line, 
that they recomend it so that it will bo tx as inexpensive 
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@& possible, something like going in front of a district 


court judge, when he is out of chaubers something like an 
arbitrator. 


COMi IssTONR 


eS 


THE CHAIRMAN; 


g 


-~-ent expense. 





TRINNAN: Once you get in the hands of oa — there 
is no "inexpense”? 
Oh, yes, I like to keep out of their hands ag far og 
possible. | 

I presume that it was with o view to saving expense, 
Which must, after all, finally bear on the industry, 

thet i+ was made the way it ie. 

Well, you Bee, there is always that proposition, that 

& man puts in & clain for compen sat ion and if the 

Board doesn't think his claim is compensable they turn it 
down, that man ig renkling under an injustice , as he be 
thinks, and it seems hardly fair you have got to go to 
an awful lot of trouble and get yourself disliked per. 
haps by the argument you use occeasiobally and then maybe 
not get that man anything 6+ G11 and possibly he hee had 
to pey his doctor's expenses in addition to that. 
Well, I would really like a definite instance of that 
With the full facts, which would be quite a different 
thing to substantiate, to see if it is worth the differ~ . 

ence in 

Well, Iwill try snd compile one or two cases and eudmlt 
them to the Comaisgion for their consideration. ae 
I think we would like to have those and disepss them 
with the Compensation Board, 


si) I will moi1 them to your office. — 
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i Livingstone aaith_ 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; so we will have them when we come beck to 
Ldmonton next time, Mr. smd th » 
SHS CHAIRMAN; Anything more -« 7? 
A , Lhave nothing more just except to say that I think 
if the coal operators would consider that the men are men 
and that probab ly some of them are men of wide experience in 
mines, they may not have pit bouses pepers or wmething 
like that but they are men that know their business, I 
think come tine s 4f the operators wuld teke advice fron 
some of ‘their old miners they might be money in pocket. 
Don't you find som of them a0? 
some of them do, I would quite admit thet. There are 
opera tors who are prefered to listen to the men and a6 
a rule these ore compasses that ere coapanies of food 
8 standing and where & man never neeis to worry about any 
@iserimination or enything Like that. 
Q Mell, thank you very much. 


CAR LET OR G, SHELDON, 
Being called as a witness and duly sworn, wos examined by 
“PES CHATRMAH: Your present position, By, sheldon? 
pa gakes Menager for one of the districts under Goal sellers 
Company, Limited. | 


&> 


Previous to thee whet connection hed you with the anne 
Andnetry? seus 
A lly duties were those of commercial manager of the 

| Humber stone..Céal Company. 
Q Up till what time? | | 
Ace A Up HLL March 23, 1923, ond tdiceatiie What tohe da, 9 tte 
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over & month working for the ereditors of thet company. 
How long were you with the Humberstone mine? 

seven years, 

What. we wanted Bere ae to get help from you an. wes. 
the question of/marketing of coal in this territory. How 
is the coal marketed here, that is as to agencies or - ? 
Bor these Local mines here, you man? ha 

Yese , 

Well, there + no one system that is applied to all. some 
eel shy ouch /1avee polling orpenizationf; some of them let 
three or four or four or five aifferent selling organiza 
tions each have selling rights of their coal, and sane go 
out and sell. their own. I have tried both ways. 

Well, tell uy whet, in your experience, is the result, then? 
I went to get the cost ,%00, please, and the comai sat ons 
tha t are pada and the retailers’ woti te and that kind of 
thing 26% well 68 you can give thes to Ube 

Well, the comatss tony vary; very seldom less than 10¢ 4 
ton, occasionaliy/some cors 5g, from that up to as high as 
50¢ a ton on the most expensive coals. 

By most expensive you mean? 

The highest price at re? mine, for ingtance, /merican — ) 
stcoan coal ° | ; | i 

But dogs that come into this market? 

Not inte this uerket heres... 

I mean tais Looal morkete 

Well, we will sey. 10g to 26, with the exception of one | 
mine I know of, thet pays & streightvl0 per cent. to its 


/ 


*. 
me 



















enainne dest to ‘emilee. ody “te aatesow fase 
ecu santutedacit ade dttw. ne ve 20 


do am 


: il net amaey, tp yi Ed 
HO TOY we Out sont toa owt tran tt Sete ow ag ee 
"et yas ! a ‘ 


vee sited ede a dete at Lave +9 auttoxsan\to otsuoup of 


ee. 


Ri~ x wotonega. wy: ae at d ache erred botoxzan Lae ¢ ht af 


Vaees hat 4 


ies BOK ate eonte, ibgeos ouedt fee ne 

ore tie ut sebzine at stadt wate ng on. Lak 2 era? its + 
tas fini: to one panties taey i gait iog penceecee fisa 
ain ney to qubifve o26 v0 Yh LS aves %0, at to He 2. vente 
Oy Sabu SRE V SEND xieut Xo ait gh ybitoe ovis one | saoht 
7 ayant ited botw ove * ote sted? Lica. bus tno a 


eae RR an 


taedt ,tinee oft gk ,soastaeqree “0% at state an tLot Lien ee 


Oe Sa & 


ane ‘Sechinnh ort bas soaaelg 108,780 ont tog o¢ ¢uew 2S 
te Brbot Pade bo at omy, ‘grat.aates oat bul [om $a eT 
| alt ot gost ove nao BOY aa Sow ae matt a 
8 QOL ma anet MOHios yxer orev aot wabasion ang Liew AD 
as stats as of oH tarsi Mort .y8 arie ‘euoa\¢EzAaoLs800" snot 
. ee fae ow hantoxtieg toom “Ort Ro Hod YOR 


Riel ant ibaa ries tae yt 8 





ip 






iD - “pp 


bem 


A: LEGISLATURE LI 
»80lLe BRARY 
8 Ce Ge sheddon 





wholesaler. 

Theat ie the wholesaler's comission? 

The wholesaler gets from 10 to 25¢ a ton for advertising 
ana selling that coal, peying cash for it end taking the 
eredit risk. By cash I mean - 

Accor ding to the terms - 

Yess. 

Whet ere the usual terms the wholesiier pays? 

Usually the conl is paid for , the usual thing once @ 
month; that is, thie month's shipments will be paid for 

on or before the 16th of next month; but in mogt cases it 
ig peda by the 4th or 5th of the month, and in some cases 
we pay twice @ month, depending on the mino; if they want > 
us to pay them twice e month; that pert of it, I might way, 
ir, Chairman, is - this is a branch office, the head office 


is ot Calgary and this is one of its branch offices, and 


these matters of contracts with the verious companies and 
cOimissi ons paid and so on ere @l11 hendled by head office, 
go I have not got ali the details af that, 

Well, wnat are your yerticuler duties? 

My duties are to sell coal, eal. on my dealers a couple of 
three times a yeer and call them on the ‘phones in the 
winter, and so on, end well the coal to them, and make 
credit reports ae I ean, but the final matter of credit — 
is also handled by head office, so I am practically in 
the position of 6 selenman, you Bee, 60 far as the atotrict 
thet I cover is converned; 4%+ is only @s far est os North 
Battlefor a, Biggar and Loverna, and Red Deer on the south; 
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I take in the North country and west to Jasper, 6o I 
have ses got the happy pouttion of not having very many 
troubles, ee far as I am concerned; I am in o naturel 
territory for our coal and things are fairly comfortable. 

9 What coals are you welling? 
We are selling Black Diamond, Pembina, Midland, Drumheller 
Ry-Grade and Mid-west Drumheller, gaunders Creek, & little 
Lethbridge. Then the gteam conls ore & Little frou Crows~ 5 
nest Pags but mostly froaa Coalsepur, Lusear and Mountain Pies 
that is, in my partiew lar territory. 

Q When you were operating for the Huuberstone, how did you — 
market your pro dict? 

A Oh, I put @ man out on the road, made some tw ips out myself; | 
iene te through our ovn office, | 

° Yon gold direct to a retailer? 

A Yes, direct to the retailer. 

a Any direct to consumer? 

A Oh, oceasionally, but not often; it waan't intentional ; 

I will put it this way, sometines it was done sntontionaly 

but 1% was not advertised that it was done. 

In theory, you were selling to the dealers, then? 

LOB.e | | . ie ‘ 

You do now sell to dealers? 

Abaolutely. , ce 

In your present pos ition? ae i 
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And to no one else, except large steam plants or wan 
of that sart, 
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Q Do. you know the profit the dealer makes in his retail 
price to the consumer? , 

A Well, I know that on the carly fell shipments end on the 

| email shipments it is customry for the dealer to take & 

profit of 50g e ton; in that case the consumer tekes the 
car of copl over a% railway weight and the theory is thet 
he peys spot cash, although sometimes he does get credit. 
Now, I have known them to do business 66 Low @u 25¢. 

Q Ts that in cerload lots.? 

A It is in verlosd Lots. 


COMISSIONYR WHEATLEY; Domestic coal? 


A That is domestic coal; I am not sufficiently faniter with 

steam coal, I don't know whet profit they do put. on. 
mHs CHAIRMAN: Well, that ie for the sumer or early fell. Then what 
heppa@s? 

A Well, that is when the carload business is usually done. 
After that it is usually a toad here or 4 Load there and 
they heve two préces; one pice is off the car and another 
one out of the bin. Those prices from off the car and out 
of the bin vary in aifferent towns sna with different 

dealers. Some make a difference of 25g, soie of 50g a ton, 
that is, it ie more expensive ont of the bin. 

@- het means the price off the car in one of these towns, 
might be how much above the dealer's get price? 

A I just happened to have in mind - I ean check back ~ I 

was in Denzil, saskatchewan yesterdsy, and they 14 off | 
carg 8+ 6.50, goal thet cout them 4,55 at the mine, and 
Iwill give you the freight - and they yweid 2,90 freight; 
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GC. ©, sheidon 
they made 1,05 off the car; that ig what they were sell- 
ing et last winter. | 

Q S0L4 out of the bin, you say they add 25¢? 

A Yes; I don't know what they added in Denzil. I know, some 
dealers, if they can, want to ada 50” because there is 4 
certain amount of degradation, of waste, in rehandling of 
the coal ana for that reason I think they ought to eve 
50d, myselt. is 

Q In your opinion, is the doaler’s profit ~- hig syread, I 
think, is @ better word to use ~ | 

A I think that is & little closer margin than most of them 

sell at; I think if I were in business I would consider,» 

4n an ordinary town through the country, 1.50. some of 
this they have to wait for two crops before they get their 
money. 

There is no delivery charge in the small towns? 

to. 


Their customers would come for their coal? 


> Oo &- oO 


Or if they have to deliver they make ® charge for deliver- 

ing. I just happen to know, down in Chipman the charge 

wag 50¢ a ton & year ago; I just happened to hear a dis- 

cussion;in © small town , in lerger centres they have to 

pay more because of the lonper haul.- | | 7 

Do you know ai ailar details for the Bdmonton retailing? 

A Of course, I wes running the retail business here up until 
two yeors ago; just what the conditions are now, I don't 

know; that is, I have an idea; but the other fellows - - 

Q Well, two years ago, what were they? 


A Well, the usual situation in Ed.onton has been that the 
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mines made the least money on the coal sold in Sdmonton 
of any coal they sold, of any business thet they did. 3 
I remember looking into the telephone book one time; there 
were sixty-five different places you could eall up and order , 
& load of cml in idmonton. — 
COMMISSTONER WHEATLEY ;Is that the case to-day? 
A No, there are notcso many, 
. Q Whet would you estimate that? 

4, I don't know; just run down the telephone book; I wouldn't — 
be surprised there might be twenty-five ; I don't think there 
would be over twenty-five. )Gas hes come in and that has made 
quite e difference. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did thet mean the retedler took © nerrow margin? 

A Oh, the mine had to mke a differential to the sdmonton 
tetailer; he had to sell hie coal cheaper to the Sdmonton 
retailercin order for the Hdmonton retailer to meet compe- 
tition; it was a case if they rot together it was only for : 
‘a short time they were arart and poing after one another's 

business. ) | 

Q Have you any idea two years ago what the retailer's spread 
was? tee 

A I don't know but I could say that ordinarily if he is 

selling coal at $6.00 delivered in Hduwonton he could _ 
efford to pay 3.50 for it at the mine and pay the freight 

in, 65¢. 

That is 4,15 = that is 1.85 epreed . 
Me he can do that, with the exception of contracts, That 
is, he sealls it for $6, and tekes contracts way at B75, 
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are * Gs Ge sholaon 

which will keep his teams going when he is not busy other- 
wise and holds his organization together, he could my that 
for it and do all right, 

Well, there 16 no doubt & great deal of popular belief 

that the retailing cost is too high. You have had a lot of 
experience, What state of affirs would bring about a lesser 
cost in the retailing process? 

Of course, Edmonton is extremely favoured in that regard on 
account of the locsl mines here and then the mines that 

ship in; one could ‘phone out to one of these mines in the 
forenoon of to-day , in the ordinary way in the winter time 
when they are running every day, and heave the coal thet 

they ordered this forenoon on track tomorrow morning ready 
for delivery. For that reamn, they can arrange their 

affairs by looking very little ahead so that they have 4 very 
little demurrage; they don't heve to handle their coal 
through sheds and it costs less for ea retailer to do buat ness 
in Edmonton than eny plece I know, so far ag the retailing — 
of ¢mi in Edmonton is concerned, the public, in my opinion, 7 
in Sdmonton, have never been stung. I don't think the cost — 


of retelling coal in Zamonton is expessive, The competition — 


in Zdmonton has been so keen thet the Edmonton people have 
Glways bought coal at e veryclow price, | 

Well, then, can you explein this 1.857 

Where 1% goes? 

Where it goes to? | 
Well, we will say 75¢ goes £0 heuling; that leaves him 1.10; 
et his yard the handling and wastage and occasional shortage 
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C. CG. Sheldon 
in weight of a railway car, would take about 25 ge 

Q Of actual cost to him? 

A Yes. That is #6. | ear, you see, a 32eton ear , Then the 
rest of 14 ig the cost of his carrying his accounts and 
doing business and interest on money invested and profit. 

Q Have you any knowledge es to = of course, it would vary 
@ good deal, no doubt, from one case to another ~of how 
big an item bed debts ~ - 

A Bad debts are not a very serious itemcin this city; I think 

the most I ever cherred off in one year was 4252.00 and 

that was on & turn-over of 16,000 tongs 


Do you think many could mmke as proud 8 boast? 


= © 


Well, I understand the eaters Transfer head me beat. 
clean 


It was certainly very keén business, Ia each retailer here 


£3 


operating to an economle caracity? Are there too many in 


the business, and therefire, it costs each one too much? 


fe» ‘ 


There were & great many too many in the business but it 
happens that there are some people in the business yet who 
erg in it in & large way, thet heve a large business, end * 
the Little fellow has got to arrange his affairs © that he 
can compete and sell with the mon who is doing the big volume 
of business and whose pers fentege on overhead is for that mM 
reason low: go the situation is pretty well controlled by t : a 
the larger dealers, We have a lot of indiviaals whe fave | 
teams of their own and farm in the summer time, who come 
in end take orders and drive out to a mine ana buy & load 
of coal and bring it in and deliver it and go on teking i 
orders end work all winter thet way. rae | 
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C, G. shel don 


COMMISSIONER THEA TI SY 3 Are ion men y of tho wo? 


A 


Q 
A 


Oh, yeas E ion" % know how it is, I haven't followed it at 
all this s/last year but prior to nat tine that represented 
a very large tonnage. 

Well, that lessens the  Prorer pane Bi dealer coat nualaarl 


Yes, 


THE CHAT2UAN; But what lr, sheldon hae said ig there are legitiuate 


dealers operating on @ large enough scele for it to be 
really an economle business operation end they sot the 
stenderd. 

I think SO Of deer ae & pan who comes in with a team, we 
will say, ond drives ont to the Keith & Fulton mine, which 
has no sh ipping facilities and which sells the most of its 
output that wey ~ he drives out there and rote & load of 
coal ani brings it to town and if he hasn't got it sold 
he drives on the marke + ana if you ask hin whet is his 


_ price he Will generally nene something & little less than 


what the dealers are advertising and if it 1s twning mild 
end he ig afraid sleiphing might go and leave him there in 
the mud, you can get & real bargain waetines; his price 
foes up with the cold weather and down with the warm; hig 
margin of profit goes up and down with the weather. 


COMTSSTONAR WHEATLEY; How does he got 1t? Does he dig it hiaselz? 


4 





No, he buys it; this Keith & Fulton ming out in Clover Box , 
and ‘gone other nines, the whd te star nine, with no chipping 
foctlition end no regular retail business of their own, . 

no real outlet, ay they neke en object to the teaus to come us 
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Yes C. © Q 
and take the coal; they shut down flat during the summer, 
natural drainage and the water runs out of the mines and 
when fall comes they take the doors eway from their mine 
and go in and go to wark; and they produce it pretty cheap- 
ly and they sell pretty cheaply and the teams go there 
largely for their coal, 
There has been aention of the pwinciple of w@-operative | 
iarketing., What ise your views of this? | 
Well, my view is perhaps biagsedda little by my own connec- 
tion; I am working for & wholes@le coal company that con- 
tracts with mines in a1] the fields in Alberta to sell 
their coal; we sell their coal on a magin, as I have ae 
stated. We do all the advertising, 211 the travelling, and 
we do 811 the financing, teke the full regmsibility for 
all the accounts, Theat leaves the mining people in posi- 
tion to siaply look after the business the of mining coal 
and keeping their costs down and while looking after the 
mining of coal they turn their conl over to ug as we rive 
them orders. We cannot sell the output of their mines | 
the yeer sround, nobody can, these days; we sell @ll we 
can of it and thoy have to shunt down part time ,this time ben | 
of year. They know that and we advise them as far shead 
@8wecan. I think that is a first cless arrangement tn 4 
& coei mine, ‘ a yada | 
You have stated, though, in some instances larger: operators | : 
are able to operate much cheaper ond outbid the smaller 
competitors, Wouldn't centralizing of these verious com 
ancl a an eee on that? 
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4 Ce. CG, shel 


A Y @tan't mean to give you that impression, that the 
larger mine operator « - 
No, the large sellers. 

A Well, 66 & umtter of fact, the man who is doing pus iness 
6n what I call in a legitimate way, equipped to do business 
and give the public service the year around, he is usually 
too good ® business man to out a price on coal below that 
which is &% least sensible and yet the little fellow with 
the team will sometimes take a contract ot & lower price 
than he can possibly afford to deliver it for and then po 
+o. the mine end vay, "I heve got this contract at such-and- 
puch @ price; if you wilk give me. the ceal I will buy it 
from you, but I have got to have it at a lower price than 
you regulerly cherre me;"cand then if he cannot get it he 
iw only a little fellow enywoy, then he says, "I cannot 
£412 the contract." 

Tan’t there 6 tendency for him to - 
A He geté siong not too badly beceuse he has frequently been 


able to get some mine to fall: for 1t and give him a price 3 _ 


that would not be om a great big tonmage, of course, like 


‘the: Gity Power plant contract, but that would be on @ build — 
be 


ing sty the size of this (Com House)» 
fre CHATRMAly Me. Wheatlgy, of course, has reference to carrying the 
disizibution on @ Little further, co-operative marketing 
right to the consumer, — 
A Well, I don't think 14 is e good plan to pass the merchants 
ap in your own town; T think it is one of the easiest and 


— eerest way for the raved community to kill their town, te 
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C. 6, shel don 


co-operative schemes buy their wodnets direct from the 
source of manufac ture. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Ie thet the only objection you see to the co-oparative 

me tho d? | | 
No. Who is going to cerry the credit risk? 

® het was the point I expected you to mike sbout it first, 
from your point of viow. 

A Wo, I woulda not want to be engaged in the game of co-oper- 

ative marketing on account of the credit risk. Men in 


the game neighborhood who know thet their neighbors have 


not made @ wingle cent will sometimes never pay their share. — 


COMISSIONMR WHEATEMY: Well, this matter of pooling the interests of 
those¢ thet are.in the trade, then, Mr. sheldon - this is 
the day of cowbines, if we judge rightly, end co-operation; 
that iu, supposing the operators of the Clover Bart field 
would, we will say, form one single selling organi: se tion 
end sell their product ‘through thet organization? Or 
even if the present selling agemies coubine wue way or 
contrelise their activities, could not that be done to 

| edvantare? | 

A It would be 811 right, if we aid not heve so many coal 
mines but with the nuuber of coal mines we think it 
would be pretty hard for eneines consolidated selling 
ovpanizetion to make the various operators believe that 


each of them was being treated fairly. ky idea of this, ee 


we it 1s the best policy to teke one mine from each field, 
unless there are two kinds of coal in the same field, 
like on the etre Seam or down in primer lany | an upper end 
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lower seam so. that they don't compete. *oun go in the country 


end you find & man who is an upper seam Drumheller men; 
sell him upp@ seam Drumheller but don't have two upp@r 
seams to sell, one of which conflicts with the other, 
i.think it ls better they be kept separate, 

some. of the operators are quite favorable to this, I might 
beye | | 

I. know, down in the Souris field I understand there is one 
firm down there that ie selling tie output of the whole 


. field. 


THE CHATRUAN; 


And we heve it sucgested here in Alberta, lay I make 


reference to, this, Mr, Cheirman (referring to 6 questionnaire )1 
Oh, yes. 


COMAISSIONER WHEATLEY: .dere is one operator, for example says ~ and I 


THe CHAIRMAN; 


i gua , : 
hah: cowed ) is? 


Idon't think thet 1t is wise to take the business of the 


would like to have your view, if you have any surrestiongs 

to amke - end the revly is:. "Co-operative uarketing would 

be the erestest help to the coal industry of our province, 
if m~operative usrketing could be arrived at, especially 
in Winnipeg. It would be done in two ways: Piret:ssercses 
(reading )s...-.+..instead of so uany going bankrupt as at 
present," Now, that ia the opinion of one operatér: which 
you are locking to for & seurce of supply. 

With all due respect to him; he is on operator ana got ie! 


a a ms —a eis 


invested in the coal business; I heve simply got my time ond 
I don't agree with him at all, 
Teli us why, re sheldon. 


i OT 4 


= SS aa 


country out of the hands of the business wen of the country — 
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? Ce Ce shel don 


es, 
who are trained to do those business/ who have success in them, 


and turn them over to the Governuent to do. We all know 
thet it is comupnly accepted that government employees do 

not give more than sixty per cent. of the service that 
Wivate corporation employees do and thet is always an 
instence why 1t does not turn out in accordance with the plan 

COMuTS grome MRIMRAe baling 

Q Does that apply in the case of the Liquor Board ? | 
A Of course, there are emeptions, you will understand 
HE CHATRVAN:» You refer to the rank and file? 
A I am veferring to the vank and file of rovernuent euployees. 
i know of come very brilifant exceptions, although I am not 
poing to nage them to-day, although I might, if it was 
) insisted upon. 

COMMISSIONS WHEATLEY; Well, seeing there 16 @ request like this from 
Operators, it is very interesting te have your views, 26 a 
sellers vege | 

A I Yave no views; I could probably get a job with the gover ne | 
nent &@s I could with privete corporations, but thet te just 
what I thinks 

2 I feel amre you could, ; ok , 

THE CHATRUAN; 60 far &o this local market is concerned, the snowebird 
dealer I believe he is galled, operates to keep the price 
down &@ little; do they? | , won 

A I suink the snow-bird desler cuts the price below that . 

charged by these, what you might wall, the legitisate dealer, 
but very frequently there are other things Sut besides price. 
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CG, Ge shel don 

Is that pousihiey. pee an't he have © weigh tick ot# 

Well, I wouldn' t/ oa Miscuss the matter of weights; I 

think they have been tampered with in some instances; but 
there are some very honest men show-birds but the man seys, 
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"I want & load of luap coml froa Clover Bar," and he cives 
him & load of lump screened over 14" screen, when cosl 
woreened over a 3" soreen ie the standard of the Pela, 
and he doesn't feel thet 14 ie in any way dishonest not 

to explain the difference but he sella it for lesu money. 
That is usually the wey 1t works out; end he makes the 
sano margin of profit ana very frequently more than the 
jdegitimate dealer. There is one thing, unless you want to 
discuss that further? 

Noe 

There is one thing I do wont to bring out and thet is, when 
I was with the Humberstone one of the things that hurt 

the sale of Humberstone the most, and all other Clover Ber 


c0Gls, Wau & clrewagtame like thia: I wes going to rc 


end just passed through sakatoon and it way bitter eobd, 


4 man got oncat saskatoon and seid he hated to ¢o away be | 


couse he only had a very Little coel ana there wos a big 
shortege of coal there. I sata, "That 4s funny, because we 


are shipping just as fat ag we get orders." He waid, “What 


coal have you got?" I said,"We have Humberstone.” "Where 


ie 1% from?" I woid, "From the Clover Bar f4e1d, close to | 
Eduontome” “Oh, I hed wowe of thet Sauonton coal once and 


it wes poor atuff; I don't like it; in fmet, I conlan'’t. 
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OC. G, sheldon 
He s@ys, "I think they called it "Dobell'." Well, now, that 
he ws hurt Sdmonton & Lot because coals not wo good as the 
Clover Ber cofls end the Ldmontonceoals are called Sduwonton 
coals Gnd I understand there is & movement on Loot in the 
Mines Branch or in the Government today to call this whole 
field the Ldmonton District and I think it will be one of 
the hardest slaps to this district that the government could 
pive it 1f they do that. ' | 
CGMISSTONAR WHEATLEY: How would you sepgregete it, then? 
A I would call it "Tofield District", “Cardiff? District", 
"Samonton and Clover Bar District" and let the sdmonton end 
Clover Bar District be the Eduonton and Clover Ber District 
sp it is now. 
Q According to the charécters of the coal? 
a Yes. - 
THE CHA TRUMAN; That is the woposal a8 to Breas (showing Chert, &x,5). 
A Well, that puts the Caraif? ana sturgeon mines in with the 
dddontén, doesn't 1t? | 
Q Yes, but the Tofiela is seperate. 
I am glad to see that ts © becuse I understood Tofield was 
going in, too. That, really, vo fer @4 mining is concerned, 
takes in Zdmonton, sturgeon, Clover Ber and this White hud 
Creek, and thet is all; 7 don't gee why they gouldn't have 
left it es it was before. 
Q Well, where is the change? 
A ‘he Cardiff field, 
COMMISSIONER DRINNAN; Wheat Act are you referring to, sbont the change 
is going - ~? — 
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Ce Gs shel don 

A Weil, 1 understand that in defining the districts of the 
province = I understood thet the Ldmonton District was going 
to inolude Tofleld and Cardiff and that when they referred 
to coel from the Kdmonton District it might wean Tofiela 
coal, Round Hill coal, Black Diamond, Mercps, Carfiffoor 
sturgeon, and I thought that would be a very bad state of 
affairs because « - 

Q I understand there is an Act of mme kind that was just 
passed which makes it compulsory for the coal company 
shipping coal to state on the shipping bill end the invoice 
what mine the coal came frame 

A Yes; the mine and district? 

Q Yess 
Verg# .vfrequently the wan out in saskatchewan does not 
know anything sbout a mine but he does know something about 
districts and if a car of conl, we will say, was shipped | 
from the Cardiff mine, Sdaonton Diatrict, another one from 
the Penn mine in Zdmonton District, and another one from 
Black Dinsond in Mdmonton district, 811 le would know down 
there was Edmonton District ana his opinion of Hdmonton 
coal would be formed by the car of coal he happened to 
receive and there is two distinét grades of coal there, 
the Sduonton end Clover Bar are the same; Cardiff is an- 
other district and another rrade. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, with this map as 1t stands, Tofield being in 

an area ~ the term they apply to thowe divisions - by 
itself, your criticism comes down to inolud¢ Caras ze in 
the idmonton area, 
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. C. G. sheldon 


It 4s not aw bad es I understood it was going to be; it 
is not Derg bad but it isn't the best, that is my bpinion. 


COMMISSTONIR WHSATLSY; Would you surrest any addition to the district 


from which it comes} that there to be some officiel 
analysis with it? 

I don't see any necessity for that. I think the fovern- 
ment should publish analyses of verious mines and fields. 
They have done it in the past; I think they sould continue 
to do it occasionally and &lso watch to see that anyone in 
the ir. aavertieing matter does not improperly represent 

his coal in giving analyses but the preat thing about 

the conl, except for steam plant coal, is to have (it 
alike?) . I go into towns and find people - 71 aeid sane 
thing ebout Tofield coal; I know people who burn Tofiel d coal 
and get splendid satisfaction and buy it every year and heave 
done for years, ond other people sey"Et is absolutely useloss. 
I would not have it 1f you give it to me." Another man says, 
"T'd rather have Pembina and pay so much for it,"and 

enother, Black Diemond, end others it does this or that and 
doean't do the other thing; people heve different kinds of 
furnaces and the Bsl.U. value of the coal is only one feetor | 
and I think lots of times not the most important factor 
long &¢ it is not too bie a epread ~ 1 om referring to 
domestic yise. 


THS CHATRUAN; While that may be true at eny tmx one tine, wouldn't 





you expect accumulating experience based on the trie facts 
of the relative values of cml to sort them out into more 
permanent standard,of price end use? 


















, esata 88 
Ah +08 ot one's a te wee ober E somes oe 








mpin 209, wilt . ey 02 eReenonn, x vis eon 21m 2 7 
sBhLe? > die wena tio bye ke uoopigan tah Lchag 4 HOTS : 
omiteans ise) prt: Saad 2 7 ag och ak 1 m8 wat oa 
ak anoyar oult ton es. dotow catia Baw : vi * 
Reon etek tony ork gan aod sotto 
“bunds quand toorg salt ted! asertans petty) nt: wind 
St) smd oo et ,Laoo tend Mant hel tg oem — 2 

outa be: bieek. eLoam path? ses emrad aderk 3 re bs 
feed b to tio? vie ote eizoay wore & plang Oe 
oy OA Bae sry usw SH yu ha ith Bt ots bisa vb Dhaww Lee ‘row ina _ 
eaeioun yor siendeut aR we ee cepbany scat: bas “9G: ab a i 
swe Com, xg OTA * Loa oh. at why ROY ar ae. errant! tee toe 
ber” te See ee ot be ral ee a , 

be fad? <9 what oooh a» am Ate’ ba a ee sonido ce ) 


























COMMISSION 


so 


COMM ISS IONR 


7 : 1 ¢ 
ee 


a318= . 
C. G. sholdon 

Well, + think that is the best standard thet you can work 

on but there are other factors that enter into the burn- 

ing qualities of coal; some coals clinker badly; some have 

very heavy ash; some sre subtike brittle ,. and, for 

inatance, Luscer steam coal, we 811 know is a very high 

grade coal end got probably 13,000 B.7.U.'s or more ag 

against this conl here of 9000 and yet, 1 would not thank 

enybody to throw a load of Luscar col into my bavement 

for me to burn; and I sell Luscar coal,too, and I think 

it is, 8s I said before, one of the bes steam cohls that is 

produced on this continent but I don't want it for domestic 

uses So there ig BselU. would not grade it at all. 

TRIWNAN: You don't want 1% for domestic use 17 you oan 

get some other coals more suitable? 

Yess | 

The conl is used for domestic purposes in the mining 

camps where the coal ia mined, where they cannot get other 

coal, and they don't find any great difficulty in retting 

heat from it. 

I think you would get more heat frou it thet you could from 

this coal, I grant that. 

But it is not so suitable to use Gs lignite? 

It is beautiful steam coal end it ie & coking cosl; sole 

day they will be making coke up there better than we ret 

from the south. 

WHEATLEY; I was hopeful that you might assist us eee 

of these coal operators are asking for in the way of pool 

and co-operative marketing of coal beceuse there scoms to | 
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CG. G& hel don 


be sO many of thom i there is, I weo, in the domestic 
field here, ® very short range «- 

I don’t see any reason in the world why the operators, 

as in the souris field, could not go in together and pool 
their interest and sell their coal simply es a busi nessa 
proposition and co-operate to that extent but I would not 
co-operate any father than that. 

Well, I dumgine they would have to drew on some wource like 
yourself 8s selling agents, that wos accustomed to the 
thing, in order to establish it? 

That pert of it 4H @ll right; I haven't any objection to 
that, bat carrying it. on to the stege of government handling 
and things like that,~ so long ss it is kept in the hands 
of private interests and is conducted as private business is 
conducted, either through & combination of par tnershipeor 

& limited company, I think that is the best schame; I 

don't favor government operation, I am not in sympathy 
with government ownership of any industry. 

Would you be in favorcof the pooling of the various inter- 
ests in order to centralize it and cheapen the dist tbution? 
Well, 4t is a vathor large question. I would be in favor of | 
it - 2 can exyueiit frou both sides + I would be in favor 

of it povided 011 mon were reasonable and if they were 


Willing to take & reasonable stand but there is mme operator 


or some two or three operators in the field elways thinks he 
is not getting a fair share; he perhaps woulda be willing to 
peeyare his coal over a three inch screen and perhaps slip 
in ea two inch sereen occasionally end make it a little less 
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vr C. GS. shelaon 
and if he fete & kick on his cowl he thinks the manager of 
this co-operative society has got a pick on him, It is the 
human element that comes into it that mekes it very difficult 
to carry out that proposotion. 
2 Coupled with the misfortune or fortune to have eo much coal 
here and it is & misfortune to have so many grades of it? 
A Yes, 1% is. That ig a fact as well es the human eloment; 
it is ® misfortune but 1% is general. 
THE CHAIRMAT;: Mr, Sheldon hes already told us that he does not think 
: the retailing is handled uneconomicelly, thet there are 
Bperations reteiling coal in ddmonton that ore on an 
economic business basis. As we see the bhscussion else- 
‘where, that the business is so cut up that no man is opera- 
ting economically, and therefore has to have too big & spread; 
but if you have got in Sdmonton organizations larre enough 
| to operate exonomically then that difficulty disappears here, 
COMMISSIONAR WHSATLEY : Right here, but I thought tir, sheldon, in his 
wide neteee mipht give us idesex aenee what might apply 
in &® emiier district where they exe eadoackier for this 
thing. He is quite satisfied but the operators in some 
instances are not; they are suggesting pooling s®les agence let. 
A Of course, some towns - there is always some men starting up ; | 
that don't understand the situation and give too mnch oredit; 
that has been xemkkgx probably the down-fs11 of more retail 
coal men, undoubtedly. | 
Q It 4s evident it needs some clear guidance and that could — 
come through some centralized authority. 
It ig an easy business to get into; a man comes into town | 
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C, Gs» sheldon 


and he has nothing else to do but hes saie teams out on the 





ferm; he seys, "I might as well bring them in and go in the 
coal business." ig 
Q Here 1s one operator gays, in reply to that question: "Yes, 
a co-operative system similar to the wheat pool, aw there is 
far too much money wasted in each mine having its own selling 
agency and one man could sell as much with a pool as twenty 
could do." 
A He says right, when & man is wasting a lot of energy selling 
the output of one mine, A man goes down in the country sell-_ 
‘ing coal and he has only got one kind of ecoel to sell; as 
soon es he has 1a one dealer in that town he is through in 
that town and has got to go to the nest one, If he has, in 
our case, thirteen different kinds of coal, he doesn't feel 
satisfied miless he sells every dealer in town, Now, regard- 
ing the retailing, in districts, bueiness has undergone 
considerable change in the lest couple of years. I called on 
these dealers last yeer two or three times and they are not 
making the profits they used to. There hes been a time 
when they made an undue profit and when, in my opinion, they 
got together and made more money, & bigger margin, then 
they were entitled to but they got punished for it and sever e- 
| ly by the snow-bird and that is whet created the snow-baird, — 
THE CHAIRMAN: You think at the present time they are only getting 4 
reagonable profit through the country pointe? 
A ‘Yes,sir, that 1s my opinion, Mr. Evans, 
1 Tt hes been represented that the snow-bira dealer, in Winni- — 
peg particularly, while apperently tending to keep down the 
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wice of coal, ultimately raises 1t because he cuts into| 
‘the legitimte business to meh en extent as to increase 
the cost of doing it. | 

9 Well, I know in Saskatoon at the time they were selling 
coal there from this field st 12.50 it cost them 5.25 
plus 3.10 freight plus delivery charges, and while they 
were doing that they were sitting in their offices waiting 
for the telephone to ring, while the snow-bird was out 
ringing door bells and selling coal. ost of them lost 
money on their big umrgin of profite. The sawe thing coos 
back to the Ware BChle. If ay firm hes offered me S100, a 
day and only given mectwo days & month work, that is no 
rood to mes it comes right beck to the ware question; it 
is the s@me principle; 1f you put on too big a margin you 
ere not going to do the business; it is going through othe 
channels; and that ie what happened; ana the % ia why 1 
say they learned their Lesson, most of them lost money that 
winter; their overhead ate oe profit because their 
volume of business was wanli, thing they have got to do is 
put © morgin on timt ig only fair and reasonable and then 
they do that itis not eo attractive to the snow-bird and 
the business is more likely to go through the regular 
channels where £t belones, end I think that is where they 
ere at Vonds 75 on | | 

PH CHAIRMAN: Have you any 1 dons on the Onterio mexico +’ ,lir. sheldon? 
A There is 8 gentlenan here thet i far better posted than I 
Q We have had hin fecte ma figures on it. 
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Ce G. Sheldon 


A Well, I have thought for a long tim it was worth fighting 
for. I was among the first to fight for it. I took @ trip 
East as long ago os 1919 with reference to getting our ccel 
fur therckast and I believe there is every reason to hope 
for @n opening of the Ontario market of this coal, not 100 
per cent, of it but fa us to heave @ run for the market and 
I believe, if we do have @ run for the merket we will get 
considerable of 1¢ and hold it, notwithstanding the oxper- 
ience in Winnipeg end the references which are often brought 
up rerarding out not heving and holding the Winniper markete 

Q What quality of coal do you think they should send to 
Ontar io? 

A Well, I don't think that the steam coal proposition will 
open up in Ontario but I think that, what I would say, the 
better grades of domestic coals, not our lowest domestic 
e0@ls but the better gmade of our domestica coals, ond I 
think the lowest should never be alloved to go, at least, 
not for the first two or three years, What is the best to 
one man is, of course, au I said before, frequently not the 
best to another man but I think we can safely put the cecal 
that has got only a reasonable amount of moisture and a 
reasonable amount of ash and let tha t go down first until 3 
it is well introduced. I question af our very highest prade — 

coals wil go down in large quantities, either, except in 
the gull sizes, either, bectuse of the price. 

Q Aren't they intrinsically warth the difference? 

A They are worth the aif erence with equal freight rates. 
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an Ge Ge sheldon 

Well, the freight rate woula be equal; it would be just 
as much for the same ton’ of conl. 

Well, I question 12 the people down in Onterio will - - 

I think thet the cools thet will be most populer down in 
Onterio ere the coals ach as are mined in Drumheller and 
Bamonton and Clover Ber; that is just an opinion but I 
think 4t will wakout thet those will be the most populer 
coals in Ontario; of course, I cannot aepend on that. 
Well, mow, those coals must cost, under present condi tions, 
shall we sey, & mine price of what? | 
Well, the orders we heave on hand right now we have taken 
BG 32506 

Mine price, 3.50; freight rate? 

7.00. 

Delivered and retailing in Onterio between what limits? 
oh, i050 to $3.00, Ur, Stutchbury hau studied thet 
question} 4f I were sitting opposite him I would ask hints 


We ere asking you just to get your opinion. 
‘What I mean to say is, I have not studied thet part of it. 


No, but you sre selling 4 1ot of conl, That ie delivered 
at $12, to 13.50 ascording to the size of the town. 
Probably $13.00. 

Would you expect Clover Bar coal at $12, to sell sgaingt 
coke at $1507 | 

I have never burned coke; I have burned anthracite and i 
thought you were going to say anthracite ond I was preyered 
to angwer it immediately; but, so far es coke is concerned, i 
I have not had the experience of burning coke ond itdisea 
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C. Ge sheldon 
question that I don't thoroughly understand, 
All right, what ageinst anthracite ot 14.757 

I am not at all afreid of anthracite at 14.75 or $16.00, 
about thet figure, for the simple reason that the anthracite 
coal that we nged to know, end I lived in Pennsylvania 
pefore I came to Camda «- the anthracite cos] that we used 
to know waa enttrny? i coal; as it is now it is a percentage 
of coal and ¢ percentage of slate and a percentage of slate 
te imoresuine all the time. I picked np a handfull like 
that out of a oar, a double handfull, and fully a third of 
it wes slate, and I just made so random prab off the car, 

How long ago was thet? 

That was three yearn of0~. 


Where? 


At Unity, saskmtchewan. 


We have been told they are shipping better anthracite into 
the west now on account of the competition of Alberta coils. 
Well, it might be; I have not examined it for three years 
but that car that came into Unity, s@ekatehevan, up to | 
last fall + I have not been down there since, but it is 

the lest car of anthracite that haw come into Unity. 
WHEATLEY: If that is @ semple of the better anthracite 

that is coming here it certainly is & pocr grade that 

was down inet. | 


THE CHAIRMAN: But you have no opinion on coke at 515,007 


aa 





lo, I don’y really know the relatibe value of coke except 
a general idea of the B.T.U. but I don’t know how I would 


‘like to burn it. ‘They used to say down where I ceme fran 
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thet coke would burn the furnace boilers out 8nd you grates 
and it was, hard on the stove and herd on the furnace and I 
know we never burned it, I never burned coke, I was born 
ang brought up in Pennsylvenia.— 

Q Of course, this domestic coke is different fram the old 
metellurgical coke. 

A But even though coke might be bette value mwoviding the 
velne was not too great there are always 8 lot of people 
of different tastes and if that price was put down there, 
on that freight rate, we would be sure, even though thet 
question was against us, which I don't know whethe@’ it or 
or not, wo would still be swe to ship quite a lot of 
tonnage down to Ontario. 

Q And hold the market after you got it? That is the point 
that {s in ow minds. 

A Yes, I think 0. 

92 You can sell a lot of trie] shipments but if the real 
value is not there and they are not getting the heat out 
of it, would you expect to get repeat orders? 

A Well, we have got some awful nice letters from people who 
got coals before and they are oveaietne/the game grades. 
of coal they ordered before. a 

COMMT2STONR IRINNAN: This 3,50 4 ton is lump coal? 

A Yes; we are welling nut at 2.50, 

@ Also for shingent to Onterto? 

) Yon have shipped some of the eupller grades, too? | 
A Yes, when we had an Opportunity before and we have oppor- 
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tunities now for nut cml; we have orders Zar several 
cers of this 2,50 coal. 3 


COMMISSTIONSR WHBATLSY: What mine is this? 


A 


> 2 


é> 


THS CHAIRMAD; 


a ea hey 


Perbina and Black Diamond and Midland; those ere the three 
mines we advertise in Onterio. 
Which would be Midland, the nut? 
No, it ia Pembina, 
Is that so? 
Ané Midlend, some of each, but there is more Pembina 
then hidland. 

Well, Mr. Sheldon, have you any general wirrections 
to make that would improve the eval busine ss, in your 
opinion? 
I don't know that I have anything definite, iir, Cheirman, 
in the woy of surresations., We know that we have not enough 
people mmt here in the West and we know elso that the mericet, 
for Alberta coal is just es wide as the srea thet we can 
get people to buy 1¢ or that we can pive it to them at 6 
mice that is economical for them to buy and there is no 
definite eren for Alberta coal, in my opinion; it might be 
Japan end tt mipht be Bew York, if we can lay the coal 
down there econom{cally, which we know we cannot do, but 
what we really need is the natural develorment of the , 
country and f£4)ling up of the ehuntry and, I suppose, 0 
long as the Wines Branch properly regulates properties so 
thet coal areas are not wasted, that there 1g no more — 
of them wested; there have been same wested; so thet they 


\ Oa 
“bis fe a" 4€ 










Texeveu wt ad > or on vite tn ‘ae ‘eet sett? oe 
a 9 noe 08,2 etd to ate 
gp aad of Callin tote ice 
Sontt 9dr wre cvodt suai aoa Heronsee ‘toate ua om eT 











wise jealabb ae bite vit ‘srongt $k’? lb tik a 
dane he” tak ‘teotntee ied uy | 
star caddy cob tnt te # satan evad Pe ait vont niivrgee 








wba wale oe oni lanw te to FE eed hay 
on at gre de ee 


a? y 
sha sai . 









Q 


~328~ 

C. G. sheldon 
ar @ safe eredit.,why, a@s many people can open up mines as 
they like, just the same as we don't limit the grocery 
stores, but we know when there are too many grocery stores 
there ace only one or two able to survive, md that is 
what is happening in Alberta all the time. There are oper- 
ators that cannot survive; sometimes 1% is a condition or 
hansgement or sometimes. both is what kill: them; what we 
need ig a filling up of the country and if it could be 
done I think | limiting of the opening up of wines, if it 
could be done fairly - 


“Wheat do you mean by, “If 1% could be done fairly"? 


Well, I don't know if it could be done fairly; just at 


‘the game time, if I want to open up & grocery store near 


the district where you live, so long as trade reruletions 
ere not restricted in that partiouler srea, there is noth- 
ing in the world to stop me, even though there might be 
three grocery stores more than are now required. In the 
pame way, if a man wants to open a coal mine, I don't 
know but what he should be allowed to go shead and do it 
but it would-be in the interests of Western Canada if it 
was limited, 

Well, thank you very much, Mir, sheldon? 


HE CHAIRMAN: Is there anyone else who would heave anything you would 


m 


like to say to us? I may say we hed several other people 
in attendance this morning thet we expected to hear froma 
and we aia not get to them this morning and they have not 
come back this afternoon, so we have sa¢-ef run out of 
materiel for the moment, and I think, no others having come 
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forward, we will nos sit tonorrow morning. we wild haves 
session in Bdnonton when ¥¢, get, beok from the south na thet 
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will ceive 8 fur ther oppor tunt ty to anyone here who TA. a . 
BS to appear ond that we wish to hear, so we will adjourn Sea 
=u unt]. me get beek to thie tty, 








Adjourned, 2 meet in Calgary, bionday, May ith, haan ea 
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ALBERTA COALY GOMMIS SION 


The second session was held at the Court House, Calgary, 
Alberta, commencing Monday, May lith, 1925, at 10 ofclock 
As, bie | 

All the members of the Commission were present. 


JOHN SHANES, 
Being called as & witness and duly sworn, was examined 
by: | 

‘Your position, Mr, shanks? 
General Manager of the Brazeau Colliecries, limited. 
How long have you held that position? 3 
Por seven years. 
any previows connection with coal mining in Alberta? 
You, I was general superintendent of the - in Alberta, you 
say? 
Well,in coal miningeenerally. 

Yes, I was General superintendent of the Fernie mines for 
five years. 

And previous to that? 

Been engage 4 &e mining engineer and operating manager Lor 
the last twenty-five Yearwe 

In all. You abe also the President of the Western Canada . 
Copal Operators Assoolation, are you? | 

You, or was up to & few dayw ago, 

How long have you held that position? 

Three years. 

How. Leng hag that association been in existence? 
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eer John shanks 

It has been in existence as an ausociation, I think from 
ebout 1908 - 1905 or ‘06. | 

Will you please tell us something about the orranization and 
objects of that association. 

Well, the association principally exists for the purpose of 
nopotiating wage scales in the province and mking them more | 
or less uniform throughout o district, as we know it, District 
18, that ineludes Bast Kootenay in British Columbia, or did | 
include it up until a year aro ~ | 

How is membership obtained in the Association? 

Ry - Sah: 

UR, YOUNG: We will file a copy of the Constitution. 

ESS; Yes, that would give you @ll the information. 


( Constitution ater put in by Mr. Young and marked 
Exhibit 23)... 


COMMIS SIOHER WHEATLEY; A point - you said you “wes" President of the 


i. 
Bay Ae op 7 


Assosiation, Is this organization stili in existence? 

The @panization is atill in existence but several mond or & 
have dropped out owing tp the fact that their employees 
withdvew from the United Line Workers of America ént ‘ihe 
Certain apreeuents, So, since the association had signed 
epreenents with the United line Workers of America the opera- 
tors thought they could not very well remin members of an 
Association who had @greeuents with the United Mine Workers 
of America when their workman had broken away from the United 
lidne Workers of America. — 


And your yartiouler colliey ig out of that essccdation at 


the present tine? 






be united 2 soba toouse as ea sie i ised ia a 


ae *' aes 
















WOM weds aistolamy Des GORE She edt ik eteae oe gates vag 
fob tate 20 ait wens SW 4a Totwiath 4 hi AsO TT 2 be " us Beet x0 

Bib % vats 09 | duthist at wano¢ 0% toad, peto tend tadd a> 

~ oe Skt Heo ee ees 

Tacks pace ‘one ak  boakat de stim mex 





“mote sit. teed ond to arose 8 ott Lite om - somor a 
Nod carepihens oat fie oy ekg. bLnow, sad. my 


Sete hee nner oct ot ae diy , she eae , . ae = 
ett a sawb tone eau Noy disa soy ~ dog A a 
Teonotutee wt Lite aoktastusgw abd at ©) wide hvog 
oe daew Levees ‘dae, Aned abe sek Lien bia “ 
Bevo lias xdode dead Joes ouht ee Btw geo be Kod 





TH ey 
otis bun Hoiteuhk Lo a wntuel nen bot katt oad 


boats aad sotesrooua @ : — 


THS CHAIRMAN; 


be 


2 


te 
Fi 


b> 


oO &- © 


en John shanks 
At the present time, 
Ana you are not fungtioning es its presi dent? 
No; my resignation is in the hands of the Operators Assoc- 
fation but they have not had ® meeting since I sent in 
my realgenation so it hag not been accepted, which it would 
have to be formily. 

Will you tell ug in detail of those vorious wage negotia- 
tions, or would you prefer to have the secretary follow 
thet? 

I think the secretary would be the better man to give you 
the history of the Ausoctation in conneetion with dealing 
with workmen, from that section of the G@usociation. He will 
file apreedments and the constitution and these give all 

the details of our relationships 

You said the association existed we tnel wahly for negotiating 
wage scales. Has it any other purposes? 


And naturally for protecting the interests of the industry 


in other WAYS, suoh @s combatting adverse legislation, ete. 
Any relation to the fixing of prices? 

Absolutely none. 

Hes it ever had? 

Never had. That would be tiiepel. 

Heve you any power to control your members? I suppose the 
Constitution will tell we whet your constitutional powers 
are, but do you use any powers which the constitution we! 
give you to control your seubers? 

Yes, if a meuber breaks his agreement which has been d gned 
by the ‘Ausooiation on hig pehal?, we have power to expel 


Saree. at 


3 os 












NM AMES, BERR Sea 


T Setas bsg ath wal satnontoaut Fon 38 20 
mOO ME 3 TU baad att BS) earns wit th ek. reo Ba ne 
Ri imoa I eonhe wait gom a i ea Post, evar Kode aad SN ics 
Binow ¢t dotdw sbedqnoos road $00, aod a2 8 STre 3) 











hich Sera Seca 


GE Lansot od oF ovat a 


: SSS my ‘4 


“aagioqon Oysy eosteay ououtt to Euatab ak we Alot oy foam 


ae 


woLlot ya at embon ee oved of voto, 205 bison s. 8 


NOY. evia OF. mam tatdod ont od f b.iso8 cetaee eat 
iftw 0 MOL Bheoens et te so.bs00 tadt ox sfeeevow e bw 
iis ovty aed bus two Wait Etiaion ot faa atnas iaQoorye 2 CES 
vihano toate ud to sttateb, oy : 

Qabtel oyon vot vléay Ania bode bee nodtatooss salt Dow ‘wok 





tte sobre tyes purine ubtiataos wa sin sia i 
| at to wnt hadith woke 


> ££ 


és 


A 





He CHAIRMAN, 
A 


a> &e © PF & 


bes 


& 


~~ 33- 
| John shehkg 

him from the association; that has been done. 

By “his agreement", which agreement do you mean? 

His agreement with the Associntion and the Mine Workers, 
Oh, that orreenent? 


YOus 


COMMILSIONAR WHEATLZSY: The constithtion makes rovision for that,also? 


Yeue 
On what do you base your membership in the matter of dues? 
Just - the Commissioner haw power to assess the members 
for sufficient moneys to carry on the expenses of kee ping 
tip the Association, travelling expenses, lew expenses, rent, 
ete, 
What is the basis of that assessment? 
A tonnage basis, pro rata per thousand tons, 
Produc ed? 
Every hundred thousand tons the wevious ~ 
Thet year? 
The previous fears 
in edad tion to the power to expel you have no power to 
levy &esessments or fines? 
TH Levy assessments, yes, 
I mean for breaches of + + 
No, we don't levy fines, but we levy asseswients for moneys 
required. cial, ) | Pn ie 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: ’There is no limitation as to tonnage? 


A 


Yeu; we do not allow anyone who is operating on & basis of 
less than fifty thousand tone a yeer, but it might be correct 
to explain that the association, as it exists at the mwesent 
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time , is an association of associations; in other words, 
we have districts just the same as the sub-districts under 
the United Mine Workers’ organtestion, euch &s.fernie used 
40 be District No.l, Goleman-Blairmore, No.2, and Lethbridge 
District No.3, Canmore and Brazeau District No.4, Drwsheller 
No.5, and the North + Cadomin and Lusear and Mountain Park, 
District No.6. Hach ef those districy are members of our 
association as districts; 1% ie an association of sub-dis~ 
 tricts. | 
COMMISSIONER WHSATLZY: The same rules preveil within these sub-districts 
as they do in the association? 





A The different collieries pay into the sub-distriets and the 

different subsdigtricta pe pey into our central assoctation. 

Q Do the sub-districts accept lees than 50,000 tongs per year? 

A They have @ certain amount of jurisdiction in their power. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Let we get that quite clear, What is the representation 

of the sub-diswictse in the Association? 

A They send delegates to the association end they have a vote 
in the centrel associetion in accordance with the tonnare of 
their district. 

You meet together by delegates, then? 

Yess 

eet altogether by delegrates from sub-districts? ee 

A Yor instance, Drumheller diswict might heve wenty members 
and they ere allowed to send so meny representatives to our 


f= 


Sn) 


association and they have a vote fixed,according to the con= 

stitution, on the past year's tonnage of thet district, | 
‘com rsstomn WHEATLEY: But in actuelity there are mines with less than 
ne ie fifty thousand tons per year that are menbers of the assoo- 
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‘detion through tyeir sub-district? 
| A I should gay oO &¢ Drumheller, yes. | 
He CHAIRMAN: You used the word "Commissioner"; that is the term you 
apply to ir, Young? 
Mir. Young is Commistoner of the Association, yes. 
Q Are you acquainted with the orranization of such associations 
in the United states to any extent? 
A Yes, we have got copies of their apreenents and re 
tion and we have looked them over. 
Q They employ on official whom they call their Labor Comatssioner 
ex@ressly for dealing with ‘labor relations. I presume Nr, Young's 
position is quite analacous to that pow! tion? 
A Just olmilar, yes. 

COMM ISST ONE WHEATLEY: Is the relationship entirely severed betweeh these 
ines that have broken away et the present time for the 
future » - no possibility of coming torether orain as an 
agsociation of these mines that have broken away? 

A what may happen in the future depends on the cireunstences, 

Whether they will rejoin some other association or not, 
I conlan't say, but at the¢ywesent moment ow coapany, who 
has broken away from the Association end from the United 
ine Workers, have made apreeuents with their workmen alone 
ena they have no concern apart from the workuen; they cannot 
appeal to the association to eettle disputes or to a joint 
comittee of 18 or anything like that; the spreesents are 
with their workmen themselves alone. By the way, bir, Chatr- 
man, this is 8 copy of the apreenent I have just negotiated | 

{ at tho Brazeeu Collieries with the workmen and I put it on 

Hi i fila ( hending in document) 
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: John shanks 
THS CHAIRMAN; This copy we may keep? 
A Yes, you may keep that. 


aid copy of agreone nt put in and marked SXEIBIT 17. 

A (Cta): I would way, Mr, Chairwan, for your benefit that apart 
from the wage se@le, that agreement in ®11 ite clauses, wit: 
the exception of the eloged shop is a duplicate of the arree- 
ment made with District 18 in its general clauses, 


#2 


The previous apreement was made between - what per ties? 

A Western Canadm Coal Operators Association and District 16 
United jiine Workers of America, 

Q I gather, then, that that is binding between those two 
parties <~— | 

A  Unt&l the ond of september this year. 

2 - between those two parties in their corporate capacity and 
does not apply to individual s¢-compos ing, on your side, the 
Western Camda Coal Operators Ass oolagion? 

A No, | 


& 


Any individual operator ceuld terminate that apreeuent , 
then, by what seteps? 
A By withdrawing from the association, in the fir et tnstence. 
a Ig that the way agreements are negotiated in the American 
districts? | , 
A Yes, Lots of them have withérewn from their associations ali 
and sade eopare te agreenens in the United states Just ‘the snag 
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John shenks 
And, on the other hand, workmen can terminate it by with- 
drawing from the Union? | 
That diexwhat they heave done. In no case to datehas 5 


company withdrawn from the association here until ite 
workmen first volunteered a rednotion of wages, which forced 


them to withdraws ?ron the United Mine Workers of America , 
I presume forced them; in any case, they have withdrewn 
from the United Mine Workers. | 

Do you know anything about the practice in the Old Country 
a8 to agreements? 

Yes, I operated mines in the Old Country for twelve years. 
In whet form is the agreement there between the mine and 

the employees? | 

There was a ware soale fixed in the Rorth of impland, in 
Eencashire - in uy time, I am telking about - at which had 
a basis that fluctuated on a reroentes¢ baggies up and down, 
Who were the yerties to thet agreement? 

Well, in Cumberland, where I wes, we had the West Cumberland 
Operators Asscoiation,the same On we heave here, and all the 
mines wer more or less working under one secretary, just we | 
gang es District 18 working under one organizations 
The mines didn’t sign an agreement individuellt? 

No, but each mine had o seahe) of wages , of wices for 
dead work, etc., such &s pushing end timbaring, and ail thet, | 
aifzerent prices fluctuated with the general advance or | 
decrease according to percentage basis. 

Thet was the case here,too? Isn't it? Thee are variations 
bewween mines. But whet I au trying to get an idea of 1s 
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ee John shanks 
the permanency of such agreemnts. 
Well, of course, they are simply mutual agreements between 
the workmen but not legal agreeuents; you cannot go inte 
court on them at 811; simply it ise © moral obligation 
the two parties enter into obligation that they will keep 
that agreement for a certain period, Baring the war the miners. 
found the cost of living going up end, while they had an 
agreenent for two years in certain cases, they ceue and asked 
for the agreement to be re-opened and suked for savances, 
which they wore given, even suppose we had en arreemnt for 
a yoor Pollowl ng. 
Well, did they withdraw from the Union before? 
Oh, no, they came as & district. 
That was a nogotietion eas & diatwict? 
Leb. 
Among the recommendations thet have been made to us, in 
angwer %o our questdionneire, ere a great many looking to 
err eenents corer ine/ Longer period se as to stablisine con-~ 
di tions. 
Thet 16 adviseble in order to stabilize conditions, that 
an agreement shoulda have a@ length of three years, in fact, 
that is the Length of the agreement I have negotiated, iy 
pers onal opinion is that three years is quite long er euch 
owing to flupetuat ang economic eonaitions in the country. 
This Seroeuent is made directly with your company? 
YOhe icc: | | 


ew, three youre, you teil ne? 
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Q Is there any way under this agreement that you can vary 
those terma except by mutual consent? 

A Only by autual consent. 

Q So that you are more closely bound by this spreement, you 
Os & mine, than you were under the operators’ agreement which 
previously existed? 

A ‘he only thing iz 1% 4 a moral obligation; the contract is 
between the company and the men, On the other hand we hed 
two obligations, we had an obligation to our fellow members © 
in the association; we have no association to think about now. 

COMMISSIONS? WHEATLEY: What period of agreement be/the rest of these 
mines meking agreements for, that have broken away from the 
asso ie tion? 

A Well, Fernie, the Crowsnest Tass Coal Company at Pernio, 
they james made the agreement for three years, until March, 
1928, and I understand Blairmore has unde an agreemont for 
three years. What Bellevue has done I ea not conversant but 
I think they heave only made it for one your, | 

Q It wouldibokkfrom that that thero is sane relationship or 
understanding between those that have broken oway with roger ds 
to uniformity of time? 

A Well, as far as the Brazeau Chllieries are concerned, as far 

ae I am particularly concerned, I made the date because I 
thought three yoors wos 8 tim thet would stabilise the 
industry; that the agreement with the Kine Worke@’s expires — 
in 1926, the Fernie apreement expires in 1926, and I think 
when thése Bereemonts oxpire there will be a readjustuent 
up or down at that time and we wented to becin @ position 
when that time arrived to ro with the industry throughout 
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= 2460— 
the country, up or downs 

Q Are you sure that the United Mine Workers expires in. 1928 
or 19277 
I am corrected; it expires in 1927; you are right. — 

Q uO that you would not be in conformity with the industry on 
the other side of the line, &s you sugrested? 

A No, but we will be later than they and have the benefit of 
the tr experiences 

9 Has there been any understandtue between these operators that 
have broken awoy with regard to some uniform scale? How 
aia you base your sc@le, lr, shanks? 

A I desea my scale on the Bleairmore epreement; it is & competit- 
ive dndustry ae fer os the steam cot] mines are concerned; 
the transportetion companies are the big customers, The 
transportation companies buy coal, which enters into their 
costs quite & lot, and the C.P.k. had» mode a contract Washe — 
in the south whereby they were getting their coal much ch caper 
than the Natioml lines eould in the north under a different | 
senle of wages. It was only 4 matter tuat the two companies 
that have to operate on an equitable basis should buy coal _ 
at 8 mmtnel peice, eo that the price of sou gOLd to those 
companies shouldgbe more tr less uniform, , 

Q There is going to be a mantasion in thet repard and relative | 
to these mines that have only/one year agreenent? 

A Well, of course, mines with only 2 one year agreement are open _ 

more or less to heve their agreeuent adjusted at the end of 

that year. conomic conditions might change to such an x= — 

‘tent that would justify e further reduetion in wages. If. se 
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that does happen the miners who/made only/one year epreenent 
ley theaselves open to the posal bility of the reduction where- 
as those who heve made 4 lonrer term agreement have stebilized 


— a 


their wages for three years. Operators never break their 
apreement; at least, we never. 
Q You never break your agreement? 


A We never have done yet. 


#2 


You @re always willing to relinquish them, though? 
A ~ At the request of om men, 


& 


Ia it not the case that some operators have posted notices 
of & change of agreement regardless of the apreemnt? 

A They were not meubers of the Coal Operators Association or 
perhaps they heve not the same high moral sense &s the meubers 
of the Coal Operators Associs tion nad, 

THE CHAIRUAN: Mr, Young will discuss with us the dsteil changes? 
A (Yew, he Wil? give you all the infordiation in detail es far 
as agreements in the past. 
ze COMMISSION WHEATIAT : This present arreenent, eiso? 
| A He ig not conversant with our agreenent bectuse of the 
fact that we are not a member of his association and he can- — 
not have & copy. ; 
COMMISSIONER VHEATEEY: It will be necessary, Mr. Chairmen, that we 190k 
into this with la, shanks, eee BER ee 
Te CHATRUAY! Wey i" “ue Sete | | mo | 
COMMISSIONER DRIMMAN: Well, your epreement, Kr, shenks, does not vary 
4n essentiel getedl froma the Bleirmore agr eeu nt? | 
Hot in the general clauses governing the agreeument are tdenti- | 
ss @aL withthe United Mine Workers of America with one exception; 
I aa eu Reigate ahhh 22 | a 


A 
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John shanks 
we do not grant & closed shops 





Your day wage scale is the samo? 

Not as the Und tea Mine Workers. 

The same as the Blairmore? 

The sme as Blairmore, 

Ana your contract mining rates are reduced? 


r Dp F&F © Ff B 


Yes, the reduetion put into foree ig the same as Blairmore 
on ¢ontract miceis — 
“COMMISSION WHEATLEY: Wheat are the rates, Mir. shanks? 
A Well, common lebor outside is 4.20 per day. It is right 
there, Mrs Chairman - 6nd the mings who cone to worl un der~ 
ground, 5.40, 
THE CHAIRMAN; It 1s the corrected figure? It ia typed 4.00, and - 
a ees 
 GOMMTSSTONSR VEBATEEY: What consed thin adjusted Ligure? 
a A nisunderctanding as to what their rete wos st Bleirmore. 
We thought it was $4. and the workmen accepted the $4, at 
Nordere on the wider standing if any discrepancy between the 
rates wo had put into force in this agreement andvthe Bleir- 
more rates eas found out, we would edjust to the Blairmore 
rates up or down end make it retroactive a6 from the date 
of that agreement, You will find, Mr, Chairman, if you 
compere that with the Bladrmore agreement, that there are sits | 
Bome vite / 2 the Bleirmore o¢reement that don't apply to ns, 
steh a6 machine wen, because we have not any mechine men; it | 
is wheve we have similar classifications they are in our 
agreements “Jon 3 bm, wig to # 
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John Shanks 
THe CHAIRMAN: Have you any rock miners? 
A Occasionally, only now and then, 
Q What do they get? 


A Rook miners' wages - well, os a matter of fact we haven't 





had any rock miners for the lest three years; just when we 
come across & bit of fault we drive through rock. 

Ana they would get what, do you know? 

Rook Diners’ wares. | | 

In Blairmore they get 45¢ @ day more than the miners. 
Well, it would be the same. 

I would now like to discuss, Mr. shanks, the very full and 


2 &- © PF © 


complete replies you sent to the questions in our questionnaire 
with a view to petting a little further light on soue of your 
views 8s 60 expressed. In your anawers to the question as | 
to supgestions for the improvement of mining conditions, in 
Alberta, you sey, "No mine in Alberta should be Sliowed to be 
opened by & farmer or any other person unless the parties 
opening it have ot least 975,000. capital in cash in the 
bank to spend on the mine." How do you fix on thet figure? 

‘A I fix on thet figure from an engineering point of view. While 
it tekes different capitelization to opem up different mines, 
according to the thickness and nature of the seam, the 
‘eproach to the sean, whe Wie 4{t is @ drift going into the 
bank or 8 shaft, and other things; it costs to buy a coal 
‘cutting machine 85000.; to erect a proper sor eening plant | 
even for 8 suoll output, 1% coute anything from §15,000, to 
220, 000., ana other ineidental ‘expenses aight run to $30,000. 
It has been necessary recently for the Lerisleture: of Alberta 
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to pass legislation moking all companies send in a ate tenent with 
their monthly returns showing ®11 wages have been paid. Many 
mines have been opened up in Alberta on a shoe string; not 
only had they no money in the bank to pay their wages, no 
reserve fund , but they actually opened up their mine and 
employed workmen and made them work for a month without my; 
even the menagers didn't receive any poy. Unless © company 
hag @ cash account in the bank to cover all their wage costs 

and to equip their mim properly so thet they can mine the 
coal and market the cool in proper condition, I think they 
should not be @llowed to operate , and I have fixed, 8s a 
mining enpineer, $75,000. as the minimums amount to operate 
under, which would include at the Wery least extent 25 to 30 

a per cont, of thet amount as a bank eccount to cover liabil- 

i ities in connection with wages, That is ny conviction. 

Q Do you see any place for the ordinary ferner's mine where 
they work on on outerop and neighboring formers come and ea& 
their coal? 

A Do I see ~ ? 

Do you see any place, recognize any + 7 

I do not think it is necessary. Reilway communica tions now 
in Alberta are such that there are very few farners very far 
from the railway, some railway siding depot where they could 
get the coal properly prepared, cleon col, ana I do not 
think, while 1% was necessary to open farmers’ Bines in the 
ola days when aistences from railroads were far away, the 
wane necessity does not exist today. % chen herk., 
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John shanks 
Q Our attention was called to one place ‘thet wag thirty uiles 


from the railroad. Do you remember where that was? 
COMMISSIONER WHRATLSY: It was referred to as a pioneer dottlement very 
far from the railroads. 
A There may be cases, I will admit, odd ones, but renerelly 
speaking the same does not oxist to-day as 1% existed former- 
ly when these things were allowed, 


THE CHATRUAN: Have you considered how a prohibition of that kind could 


be enforced? Legally, have you considered the - - ? 
A Well, most of those farmer mines are operated by inexper- 
ienced men, farmers end form help, and the mine inspectors, 
in order to cover up the Act, which says no mineean be 
operated without a certificated pfficial, give them permite 
and I think these should be prohibited, and I state in this, 
that no mane inspector should be allowea to give a pernit 
to a man to act as o mine official unless he has the proper 
qualifications. 
So that operation would be wevented under the ines Act by 
lack of a Proper certifi cate® 
asd en 
Q Of couse, you could not tie that up directly to the perticnu- 
lar amount of capital? 
A Well, of course, the both would have the same effect. I 
éon't think the farmers would operate & wine if by law they 
could not unless they had $75,000. capital. Both those 4wo 
“4tems would help to prohibit acgreet nuuber of mines, I 
think this is the proper tiue, ir, Chairman, with your 
permission, 4¢ 7 might ao your attention to 8. plan here, 
* which is published - I gress you heve seen it before -~- 
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on John _shanice 

This plan was published by the liines Department; it shows 
the approximate pleces of certain coal mines; you will see 
green mines are in the najority on this map, and abandoned 
iin ef, 

_(gadad map put in end marked EXHIBIT 18) 
In connection with this information, I would like to make 
& statement, with your permission, ir. Chairman. 
Please, 
The coal mining indvetry has been severely criticized 
in the pest because of the publication of this by the Depart- 
ment, which , in my Opinion &s ® mining engineer, simply 
shows up the Depertment' s inefficiency. This map and the 
statistics from which this map is compiled 1s no reflection 
on the mining engineers or the management of the industry; 
it is a reflection on the administration of the industry 
through the government deyertment. From a statement which I 
will read and hand in, there have been since 1908 to 1924 
244 mines temporarily closed; there hes been 617 mines aband- 
oned, and there has been 848 mineg opened. The mines in 
operation in 1908 were 112; mines opened between 1908 and 
1923 were 848; the mines Sbandoned was 617, and mines in 
operation in 1923 are 362 mines, Talking yerticulerly of 
the steam coal industry, I might say, in peseing, that those 
mines that are abandoned are 99 per cent. of them the aines 
I say hould never have been opened; they are farmers’ mines. 
Take in the steam coal industry alone, and the mines that 
heve been in the Coal Operators’ Association, there are « 
eleven mines, bituminous mines in the wovince, which have 
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John shonks 





been operating since 1896, from 1896 until 1921. During that 
period from "96 to '21, there is only one of those mines 
ever been abandoned, ana that was the Franco-Canadian 
Colliery, that is, ® bituminous mine, and the Bankhead mine, 
wh ich 4s on anthrecite mine, That is all thet have been 
abandoned in that perio# of years and those mines produced 

- 85 per cent. of the whole bituminous coel in the Provineecot 

Alberta. 


Q You mean the mines thet now remain? 


A Yes, and there ig only one of them been obandoned, & bituiine 


ous mine, from '91 to "21. This, I would yoint out to your 
Comission - this state of affeirs exposed here, which siuply 
includes farmers’ is ae under the interpretation of 
the Coel Mines Act are mines ; whenever you go into a coal 
bank and put up e set of timber to support 6 rooz, the 
interpretation under the Act is thet is 6 mine, From a mine 
ing enrineer's point of view, that is not & uine/ s yeaah 
but capitel has been made out of those statistics from the 
Department's Blue Book, which IT have no hesitation, is not 
what the people should have for any practical uses. There 
have been agitators gone sround this wovince preaching the 
coal industry is ina bad way end is badly managed, in 
fact, your Comission is the outcome of such agitation; I 
have no hed tation in saying it - that it has been ‘ badly 
dune antag exs/to be ice whe locked titel 
go to ewh an extent that it hos actually passed from the 
hands of the Labor members of Parlianent until our University 
Professors have come dom here, no later than & uonth or to, — 
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months ago, Dean Bayle of the University, & member of the 
faculty there and also © member of the Research Council, | 
in a statement before the Board of trade in Calgery, used 
these words: “The conduct of the coal industvy in Alberta 
wag On economic transgression." Theat came from a men who is 
& pure scientist, a member of the Research Council of the 
Province of Alberta, and itis the greatest untruth that 
ever was uttered by any mon. We are suffering from that; we 
are suffering from such general statements like that; and I 
hold up to you the fact that the coal mines in Alberta that 
can be called cbel mines wider the Act, that there hos only 
one been abandoned during the whole of that number of years 
and abandoned efter every means known, through having experts 
to examine it, to see whether it was &n economic proposition 
or not; it was abandoned for lack of capitel. 

Where was that situated? 

At Prank. ; 

Did the disaster have anything to do with the abandonment? 
Well, conditions of working © in the mine hed something to 
ao with that. | 
COMMIssIONM DRIWNAN: Ande mine fire? 


> © F&F 


A And a mine fire. 

COMMISSTIONSR WHEATLEY: Before yiu vina, on that point, with rerard to 
the various mines that have closed down, under wheat class 
do you put the Beaver mines? | 

A That is coming to another question, as fer os the Beaver mines — 
are concerned, We ere criticized, as I pointed out, the con- 
anet of the coal mines in Alberta wes an economic transerressho! 
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innit John shenks 
lo, but you were saying there was only one mine; you added 
Bankhead in addition to that, I am asking you what classifi- 
cation you wouldeput the Beaver mines in, as e large property « 
How long 414 it operate? 
It is Closed down; 1% was operating ond considerable capi tal 
spent there. Would you not put the sam clesgification as 
Frank ot Banish ead? 
Yes. Well, I am coming to the Beaver mines, We,in Alberta , 
have mining engineers and mine ummgers whom we are proud 
of, The Beaver mines were opened up by an expert from destern 
Cane da. The man 44 dead now, Feteie was his name, an eminent 
engineer supposed to be froa Nova scotia. If the engineers 
in this province had been consulted in connection with the 
opening of Beaver Creek mines they would never have been onen- 
ead. If the mining engineers of this province had been congult- | 
ed about the opening up of the st. Albert Colliery ot cst. 
Alberta, it would never have been opened, That was another 
mine that was opened and abandoned and never yroduced coal, 
under Mr, Feteie'S: management, I just point out that the 
indistry in Alberta 4s in no more need of/caypabliec manege= — 
ment than any other yperts of the Dominion of Canada. 
Well, but is there some such body that can be drawn on for 
that olass of information? 
Yes, mining engineers of Alberte who have unde a study of 
mining condi tions. 
Were thoy existing at that tine? 
They were in exfiwetence at that tine; they have hed now 


mining experience working in the mountains for the past 
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John Shanks 

forty years; the men who im ve worked under these condi tions 
have learned something and have rot experience which cannot 
be got in astern Canada and in very few parts of the world, 
and they have become experts in thie class of mining;and 
still we heve a professor of the University of Alberta and 

a member of the Research Council coming down and Making such 
a statement ou that he ought to be avhamed of. The Research 
Council are supposed to help the mining industry but they 
heve been operating for five or six years os 4 research 
couneil and they have never done anything to help the mining 
indistry; their research has been a failure for anything they 
have under taken outside of Spricuiture. 

Por your infor rmation, that question was put to then, as to | 
whether theyowere eblled on for any advice and Dr, Allan made 
the statement they have never been called on in any way for 
advice. 

Because they have not a man who knows anything Sbout mining 
on the couneil whose advice any operating mamger of any 
stending in Alberta would yay ten cents to for their advice. 
Dr, Allen made the statement, if I am correct, 42 the paper 
has him dorrectiy quoted, that - - I think this question | 
came from you, lit. Whea tLey ~ he has made the statement he 
thought there would be less capital lost if competmt ceologist 
were first consulted before capitel wes spent.. No coal mine, 
in his opinion, should be operated until a rovernnent eeokorte 
geological survey had determined if there Weis coal in the 
ares end the probeble difficulty of working the coal. 

You, in substance, agree with thet statement but you went some 


‘ 














nat Mt ‘aired: oxti. an oat os | whit. e ; oe a | 
Porieaio dosbiise « ous “tee tog Ps paved oe wotdeonen: bonus ovat « 
Low odd 8 at vai why tt ne bi ah, tog-v6 
itv ype tes tty Bet Xe dualy, att ua ahve sx000d svad yoat. Sea 
Sets aired to ‘ih ‘sorbet ade to. waackomy a ovad om, Aihte - 
folly gtx but ewob gabuee Ztoased doweeanmt ott 0, ena 
mouione eit ko Sonatas od oo o agao od bade ny ante ' 
Vout oie cat asta gudtbe: att alos oe boaoaqua ow | KbemweD 
Agztese: o as wrrany, xe m0 gored wt mibterego 4 “ aoied wrad : 
‘Meibr be ott ated at aaksryien oaob. ‘weven oved. ‘vost baw: Ltomwoe 
vont geibettgsiss 6% ovuirL bath “ ead wind dommae 67 hed? sextaabay, 3 
| ren Lo obbatso ment va 


uote Boo oi “sophie bos 

















ae 


ab a meta ste Bet senha ‘ees. set m0 SoLlod see ; in es 
tn aw Wie at a ) brad Line seed reren owed: venti fusaesate: os. a 4 
gps ea toda sabia ermoits ork Ha a don even sweat e ; > « 
Agta 20 “try 4 ag giaharenee us. sonwba ‘ovosin stonaee oa? ae. 
of sta at eo tap ant rey atom. x 








-351~ 
, John 


bett@ qualified people to give that advice? 

Ho, I Go not aeree with that statement at all, except if proper 
ly qualified. Dr. Allan, in my opinion, is one of the moat 
eminent geoloriats in the Dominion of Canada, one of them. 

The work Dr. Allen hes done end his department has done is 

the one outstanding feature of the Research Gouneil because 

he works under the Research Council. The mapping of the 
Drumheller, saunders Creek and Nor deme erea, ig something he 
ought to be prond of, as a pure reolopist. No coal company 
enters into @ coal field + and I say “coal company", I mean 

& company of any size, an incorporated company, enters into 

@ coal field to look for coal without first employing 4 eeol- 
Orist. Some of us prefer to fo Jest for our peolopical exper ti 
and we have alweys employed geological experts in gonnestion 
with e virgin field. The duty of a peologist is to examine 
the surface indica tiong and tell 6 corporation that the 
eeclopical formation as existing within these areas sre 
Kootenay, Belly River, or Kdmonton,and are likely to be coal 
bearing. If the configuration of the country is not such 

that coal out-cvoppings are ween, then after he has sei d that 
these sre coal-heoring formations end there is no cal exposed 
on them, it is a quegtion for the mining eneineer then to is 
try to find the coal, either by prospecting parties or putting 
down borings, but 1f t'e coal seams are exposed you can 

fo end look at them, and take a sample from a boulder on 

from an exposure, Personally speaking, &s acaining enainede; 
I would rather take the opinion of two practical nimrs 

who have spent ten or twelve years - 
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John sheng. 

years 8b the conl face as to whether that seam ig an economic 
proposition than the whole of the geologists of Alberte, Their 
field is not that. | 


THE CHAIRMAN; Tf think, Mr, shenks, your newspaper clipping hardly does 


Bit. ai’ 


> 


justice to Dr, Allan's statement, He rather put it negetive- 
ly, that 12 | geologist said there was no coal there, of his 
geological knowledge ~ | | 
Well, f don't know of Gny coal corporation who would go in 
and act against a geologist's advice in a virgin field, 

they would be more or Less fools. 

He wasn't pretending to supplant the work of the mining 
engineer for & minutes | 3 

Is he correctly quoted when he ways thet milijons of dollers 
have been lost ~- "there would be less capital lost ...... 
before capital spent." I d not know whether’ the capitel 

hag been spent and lost through lack of congulting geologists; 
I do not know its 

That brings me to e point I wanted to gek you about perticu- 
larly. There is a genera) impression that Alberta coal couts 
& great deal more at the mine than the coal mined in the 
United states, with which it hes to compete, and I would 

like you to tell me what would be the causes of moh a differ~ | 
ence. The observation is made, often in a spirit of crittn 
clam, @long the line of whet you have been talking abouth | it 
is because those who are engaged in/ coat here doy 't do it 
Properly. — Can you give us any information? 

The mining of cool in Alberta is more costly than the — 
mining of cool in the United States because of the phys10a2 
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rere John shankg 
conditions underground; in the wountains, especially, the 
coal seams have been distorted, through the uplift of the 
mounteins from the west they have been folded and crushed 
to & considerable extent, thet it is d4f@ieult and expensive — 
to follow the coal seems sometimes, Not only is that so 


but the roofs in some instances have been so weekened through 


erushing and folding that they require en excessive amount 


of timbering. In the United states, generally spesiing, 
they have much better conditions physically underground and 
because of that fact, peiheipeally, the lebor costs in the 
United stetes over a hure group of mines is 1.85 as compared 
with $3,., according to the Government stetistics in Albarta.s — 
Yes, I see that LLY American mines in 1918 produced coal 9% 
an average cost of 1.84. 

Labor costs? 

No, that is the totel cost. That is in 1916. 

Oh, 18? Yes. Well, the labor costs in 1922 were 1.04. 

The labor cost alone wee 1.84 in 19227 

Yes, apnoxisately gepeeking. 


COMMIG SIONZR WHEATLEY: On what claus of mines? 


A 
Q 
A 


The mines within the central competitive fields. 

Thet is the bituminous aines? 

Yes; and in order to supplement whet I have seid, I expected 
this question to be raised and naturally I keeps serep book. 
I just give you an instance of what happens, + have said 

thet the physics] conditions underground ere different in the 
United stetes in the majority of cases than they are here, 
and, talking particularly of the ateom c08l mines, we have 
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pitching seams, pitching from 25, 45 and up to 90 degrees, whare 


A 


it mkes the use of labor-saving wachinary practically im- 
possible, and in anotha’ case, where the pitch is not 50 


heavy, such ea I have in the Nordegg crea and outside of 


Alberta in Pernie, timbering has got to be done ao close 

to the face that it 1g almost imposwible to employ such 
labor-saving machinery, such as I show you here, the steam 
shovel working underground and, agein, these patent mochines 
that are being very much advertised just now, that 1% is 
Lapousible +o aprly to ow conditions, even suppose we have 
the height of coal, because of the thabering necessity close 
to the face ana the piteh in every instance. ‘These are 
mnechanichl loaders; it is impogsilie « here ig another one 
(showing wketches). We would be only too willing, the 
mining canpanies of this province, 1f they could apply those 
labor-saving things sbxihomex hme; 





but we have not edndttions 
that would make their aprlica tion successful. 

You gight employ them in your entries? 

The flat work and development of your entry is only one 

per cent of your work in the mine and to spend $20,000., 

which some of those machines cost, for the sake of one plate, 
I don't think it would be justified, These are some of 

the conditions that make coal mining in the United states 
much easier and cheaper than in Alberta, 

These would be applicable to flat seams? © ay Tew. 
Well, we have no flat seams in Alberta of wffictent thickness 
to apply most of the machines that I have exhibited but in 


our flat seams in Alberta, I think with all due respect to 


ae oae- 





hey dy aes Cd OR ae ieee Loum Aa Cag be yates ipceasen gutdet ie 





Shih YE Sa Wow oE MONT Aas: 4 ibe aL bo eit eal @ostom | 
Ge ton ot doe ke gar expan’ onde -wibtone: <aeeonnen 
MO OF te doy Hi: Boies ge gab wold! ea: ah ond Tea down pve 
enOIS oh GHB CU Ht tog daz watvodiant yoRstelt rs wed 
doi adit ed" FE wingman 2 stmt 8 ab eh. stadt oom oat 
‘fated Wek coreeth: why wots t 40 Boe wanna 
Bent sslo am ie Kae (bags OR Sruroreg abhor : 
aren? - (te ei Bowphiteeleba. devel yey ‘pebtitieie bale 
eve ow sisdrud wows dowd: ane hthSaeo “pes ot ely od eidranognt 
MOLD Wiener grt vile SO ouumped aog. amelie 
eid suds + omar ore ae ind kee out, bie goat owt of 
“he. whens ay ‘oem ~ 5 il mm ocgaed: woe jimheod Leotmadgon 
oat aktliw ood ‘cine od Sithow om ‘s(aedar este gitwods) 
Ga duh? Yoga 5 Lie yon Et , it ve wy wldt to votes ee 
Mino tLe mis fon oad OW Cad socumt-memaint egal gies 
Aitbaaeetre Godt to Lier ake ozs bivow aude > 
* Reieitatae sey, a2 ant ee cnet 




































ae re i 1 ‘ 
Ai Bales, 
Rance ee) tg 


35 Be 
# John shanks 


the industry, especially in what I would call the legitimate 
mines, they are very up to date; thoy have got 6 oal-cutting 
machines and it is posible that they might be able to apply 
face loading machines of a type in there. We have ¢ fece- 
Loading michtnes at Nordege., I think the leritimate mines 
in this wovince are up to date in every way as fo as the 


applicetion of machinery and I do wideratanda that you have 


at Bellevue, wha@recyor are located, a face loading machine, 

I think? 

Greenhill. 

The operators in Alberta are 8s willing to be as up to date 
fe the operators in the United States so long os the condition 
ig appliceble to the circumstances. 

Whet thickness of seam do you think 1s essential ond necessary 
for this type of machine? 


Well, a loadew to operate one of those types I have exhibited, 


to operate on the flet seam, the seam must be more or less 
fiat ana I woulda say to work 4¢ properly, successfully, 
thet the cosls can get over the top and into the car, would 
require a eax /or about six feet thick. 

lost of our Drumheller mines ~- 

Ana the conditions would have to be such that, generally 
speaking, require 24 feet clear space oli around for it to 
mantpulete. If it was a bad roof requiring close tinber ing 
you could not operate it without changing the timbers, but 
there are possibilities for loading machines of other types 
in the flat seams of the province, I will admit, aie (Sten 
is being studied by the operators at the present moment. 
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It would be & great saving to the cost of production? 
Undoubtedly machinery where it can be euccessefully operated 
does save on the cost of production end elso mkes the wort 
of the miner more easy because digring coal is, you know, 
very hard work. in cutting machines take the hard wrk off 
the miner, Handl¢ the big chunks of cal and throwing then» 
into a car three feet high out of the pit is hard work and 
as long 4s & miner can be relieved of that wark the 
better for the industry and the better for himself. He, 
instead of using his muscle, will be using his heed more than 
his muscle in the production of coal. 
You say these conditions are being studied, What progress is 
being made? 
Well, they are just looking into them now. One face conveyor 
was out at Drusheller for loading coal from the face; it was 
taken out because of the fact that the height required to 
bring the coal to the to” of the cer in the Deunmheller soem 
the top seam . Mr, Henderson had one et the Gem mine. You 
know the top conl there ig only four feet; the brushing of 
the top down made the costs such as not to justify its 
continued existence. I hought thet machine; 14 ig working 
successfully at Nordepes | 
How high is this seam tht you refer to a} Drnuheller? 
Four feet, top coal, in the Gem, : 
Could you suggest anything thet wonld overcome that, lower 
and staller vers or anything of thet type, smaller and longer 
cara? | 
I suppose it could be done, different typos of machines and 
aifzerent types of loaders. 
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THe CHAIRMAN; TI may way, kr. shanks, we are glad to have your views 


£2 


ra) 





on this and, as fer as T can see it, it ie the only way we 
can eangwer what sould be a very impartant part of our 

enquiry. The big Americen Commission, who employed their 
own corps of engineers for seven months in the field and an — 
equal length of tim in the office afterwards, to pre pare 


their report on the matters you are now discussing ~ it is 


obviously impeissible for us os & comaission to put our 
government to any such expense in @n endeavor to study the 
indtstry, so that e11 I see that we can pather @a we fo 
about @re comments such es you are giving ns. The Auerican 
Comaission makes the prophesy thet within the next decade 
there will be & further rednetion of 25 per cent, in man 
power to prodnce » ton of coel through better mining, more 
extended machinery and perticulerly by replacing hand-léad~ 
ing. | 

It fs foing ahead in United states to e rreat extent to-day. 
Then, renerelly speekinge, you have not unch hope — pr eat 
extension of machine loading in our mines? 

Well, you say ® preat extension, yes, to 2 smaller extent 
eg in the United states , but there is room for the applica- 
tion of machinery in this trovince to a greater oxtent 

than ite extets to-day. 

You heve made no stady of the agtual effect on cost of these 
various disadvantages step by step? | 

The various disadvantares, you mean of our physical condi= — 
CERRY? t cHMNOT ene that ve gonle vtady 

Yes. We have fipures of the total cout of on tne eag Ot 
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| the province and we have figures of the American costs and 

we cin compare one with the other, in lump, but you could 
not divide that up and say tmt so much was due to faults 
in the seam), so much to cost of timbering, extra cost of 
timbering, ote.? 

A Yes, I could say that,compered - of course, we must talk 
generally. | | | 


sD 


Vory renerally. 
A I would say, coapared with the average mines in United 
States that ~ I give yon one item, one instance: I think 
you will find the everagre timber cost in some of the mines 
in the United States, whose cost sheets I have studied, about 
2¢ 8 ton, The cost of timber slone at the mines ot the 
Brazeau is 12¢ a ton; the cost of handling that timber another 
12g, I just give you thet as an item of cost which does 
not enter into the costs of the mejority of nines in the 
United States, 


oud 


That is ® totel of 24¢ as against 27 

A That is a totel of £47 as againet 27. 

Q 2¢ includes timber and handling in the United States? 

A Yes. 
COMMISSIOIR WHEATLEY: What mines do you refer to in this? 
Brazesu, and my experiance elsewhere in Western Canada, 
Aw I say, our answer to thet gonoral populer criticism — 
nust be given in general terms? | ) 
A It must be peneral, ud 


A 
seta gag : 


9 Because I cannot see that we could study 1t out to make 
on ind@pendent judgment on the matter, end I am anxious to 























Aieatoos woot wad gilt ke wosargtt evad ow Base sontrom oa th nie ae 
Adie soy fare vegas. ak vm itte. oat dew Cho SmATMOD ¢ St ail 
aioe’ ot a0 ale, dont ow fade tes bax 18 stadt ob kv hh. 
10 Buon om'xe soaked totes of oun one eet, bak, 









bean me weniter omar okt ‘ei heroes 188 BL109 L 
dnkdét I rede aturth 0 peed eto oT vig Ton toa aot a 
sonin cfd In shou nt suo xedmtd ogenevs edd. ‘bart fg, 1 10%, 
$node Jo tinta. erat e atonds soup ‘ee mate Sotto bests 








weob dokdw teen 20 woth ao oo taad BOY ovts oom r ers f 
od? af ponta to wiele edt to enone edt owed xetne 1: ee 





HS tuotage us ane +0 Lator fat sad a a | ‘ 
nhs tant age on Nes Res dateh 8 Ao ok 





nan John shenks 





get the views of the operators os I go around on that 
point. 

COMMISSTOWR WHEATLEY: Have you any open recomendations to make as 
to the class of loading machines that can be utilized in - 
our domestic fields? 

A Well, Mr, Wheatly, I haven't studied as much the class of 
loading mochine that might be utilised in our donestic 
f4ela so much ee I have studied the class that might be 
utilized in my own operations, 80 far 4s the domes tic 


fields are concerned, they ere operating on & very thin 


mow 


face in conjunction with e poor roof but where they 
have made a huge success of them is the long wall system 
of mining, and it ie open to question from an engineer. | 
ing point of view whether that 1s not a system of mining 
that should be adopted and employed in our thin seams 
of the domestic coal. | 
TE CHAIRMAN: By that you mean you are inclined to think it sould 
OA I have had ea preet deel of experience working on the wall 
in the ol@ country and I know what ourht to be done under 
certain cirowmtances, It te sanething thet is worth 
studying in the domestic field. : 
COMMIS STONM oo Would your long wall syetem be owitens: in 
a oon tne like Deumh el. Ler? 
A From what I heave seon of the seam in Drumheller, I think 
4t would make very rood operation; that is only my _ 
when the seam gets to four feet or below. is 
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THs CHAIRMAN: 


A 


Q 
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-360= : “ 
) John Shanks 
You stated in your snewer: "The lack of capital and 

experience in mining has ruined access to many & promla- 

ing cool field." Would you extend that statement? 
Well, when a farmer demenses to mine, he sees the coal 
sticking out of the bank and he goes in there; he works 
that little mine, you might call it, just es long as it 


: doesn''t cost anything to keep the road? up. dust as soon 


as the roof commences to aaa down he is not spending 
money in timber, TMnber ie/ petty searece thing on the 
prairies. He lets st cone in. He moves up the river bank 
ane opens enother mine and works in twenty or thirty feot 
‘ana lets that cave. That is spoiling the access. 
Really, for a serious operation afterwer ds, does that 
amount of entry work and caving yer tously interfere with 
opening up & real ome there afterwards? 
If carried on for eld time it certainly would. There is 
not much fear, 42 a farmer was going down &nd sinking & 
shaft fifty or a hundred feet to tne coed and Opening up, 
that costs money, but just as ‘long ag he oan see 1% 
sticking out ofcthe bank, that 1g ali ripht. You have 
coal out-crops on the viver bank. You will realize our 
red lwey system hes, nore or leas, followed the valleys of 
rivers, that the access to & lot of cml properties is 
alongs the river valley end into the bank, to follow the 
BeMs It cells for easier devel opment nmi of the coal mine 
then it does having to sink 8 shart, wh eve you spond : 
$70, 000. befor e you would ever see the coal, but with the 
cutting into the = we have coal rr odnotion from the 
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ee John shanks 
beginning. Also, the coal operation from the river bank 
is the natural plece to have the drainage, to ret naturel 
drainage . If that takes plece, simply going in thirty 

or forty or fifty feet and leaving it, it is destroying 
access. | | 

Couldn't you work through that afterwards? 

It costs money and to carry 8 loose roof of 100 ft. of 
strata that 1s allowed to settle, thet is quite 4 probl em. 


COMMIS STONER WHEATLIY: Have you any specific ingtances of this? 


A 


No, I am talking generally, I am not familier with the 
names and places now but this bas taken plece @l1 eround 
the Red Deer Valley and othas. 

Would you consider thet the benefits accruing from the 
potting of coal from theese river banks to people in pioneer 
settlesonts was not wet thirly wel 1 by what they rot under 
those conditions? | 

Yes; but I fee} that day is pest, that there is mech rail- 
way comiunications now thet the farmer can get his coal 
nearly as cheap es he can get it that way and there may be 
an isolated case smh as you mention of thirty miles away 
but, seneraliy speaking, there is not the same necessity 
exists of granting those permits ae there did some Hee 
ago when the raliways were not so extensive. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Jpat going back now to the general suggestion es to 


7 / ; 
Aes 


' 
Se ue 
Pore ca 


control of new neni nee through the non-granting of perattey 
your argument is that /propery qualified man could not be ~ 


_ found to open one of these cheap mines, he would be too 
expengive for the operation? 
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John Shanks 

Too expensive. He is & at e?tonlt weet supervise; 1% would 

be one means of preventing him from opening. 

Of course, the limitation on the pranting of permits in 

the Mines Act is there from thecpoint of view of safety, — 

don't it? | 

tee. and from the point of view of safety it 1s also desir- 

able that no ereonhorn or fermer should be given e permit to 

opera te e mine. ; 

Does not your muprestion amount to using © nefety provision 

to accomplish another purpose? 

A Han cannot get @ certificate whith gives him the right to 

supervise for sefety purposes without being an experienced 

mon; he has got to have three years’ experience so that he 

would be an experfenced man, oxparience in operation ayart 

from experience in watetysnothods, 


COMI Tg STONER WHEATLEY: How would that apply in the case of /fiera whee 


gs 
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@ man ean ro with a plow and take off the surface and 
querry it out for himself? 

Well, that is not @ mine, under the Mines Act; 1t is a 
quarry. | oe | 
Your mepgeation will not correct thet condition, neither — 
will 1% correct that condition where a farmer can fo into 
e bank and teke out coal? - 

Until is, is necessary for him to fo under cover, until ” is 
going to produce a eave and destroy the sccesd. | 
Is it not a fact that mines you refer to are now dtepetton : 
to have that ‘wovision? 


Ww hich one? — 
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Where there is @ mine such as you refer to with a certain 
nuaber of men in it, they are compelled to have an official 
with a certificate? 


Yes, they get one by permit. i 
‘Well, permits sre being discontinued, I understand from the c 


Mines Depar tme nt, . 
I didn't understand so; it must have been very recently. _ 


Yes, it is of recent date. 


In your enswer to Question 79, on seasonal employment, 


in your opinion there ig no escape from it end you wmrrest 


the encouregoment of the coubinetion of former and miner? © | 


Yes, thet is & combination that used to exfiat in the © uthern 


fields; the men worked on the farmg.in the summer tine 
and the mines in the winter time, I think thet in this 
wovince it would be @ Very food thine if we had & class 
of men who would take up the two industries. I am se tis- 
fied &® miner would mke & good farmer and there is lots 

of open land around mining distriets adjacent to the mines 


where he would not heve to go very far tron his home to a 
go to the mines or from the mines to go to the ferme, 


Thet is, in the domestie fields? 
Theat is in the domestic fiebés. 


What the men we have telked with eo fer say is, when they 4 ie. 

come out of the mine in the. opr ing they mannes eaaily | 
ae 

find euployment. If they go on 8 farm at/fern leborer's age 
4 


wege ond have to support their family in town it does not ’ 
nolye theiy problem > | at ean “9 bee 


it ae zit tae: of peas een ‘ey aha ne ews be 
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John Shanks 


Q You mean the man would be actually farming his own farm? 
A Yea. | 
Q How does that work in with mixed farming, teking eave of 
live stock? 
A It would be all right;se Leave his wife and family to milk 
the COW. 
Q Leave them on the fara in the winter? 
A, I ney sey @ great deal of ow miners West of Read Deer, 
some of our miners have worked in the mine to get money 
to buy live stock, and got quite a lot until now they don't 
have to work on the ferme, | 
COTES ION WHEATLEY: How does that work? Can @ man work on the led just : 
when the mine is id@le? You meen the mine work should be 
spread instead of being rushed at one season? } 
A iy question is only from the view of one pert, I say seasonal 
-Qmemployment is caused in the stean coal industwy 
only through lack of markets. This can be adjusted by an 
adjustment in wages to give Lower production costs in order | 
to meet competition =~ * the fields where lower wage scales 
_ ere in foree. meeunins /enuieraeth in the domestic coal 
industry is due to the extremes of our climete. There is 
& smell summer consumption of coal and @ levrger winter — 
consumption. The only remedy is the storage of coal during 
the elnck period. this can be done and is done by the large 
consmaes of steam coal. Unfortunately, the Lignites of 
by Alberta do not stand ordinary open sir utorage without | 
) seriously disintegrating. Any other class of storsge becom s 
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expensive and would only increase the prise of the pro duct. 
I mean by that huge ‘ghods properly built to exclude the air 
and atmosphere. A few dozen miners on the land farming in 
the sumer uonths and in the mines in the winter months would 
solve the woblem., The povernment dhoula encourage this ‘type | 
of man on the farm, You ere talking about consi dering give 
ing the miners more wark. a think 1t 16 impossible in the 
domestic fields, In the stenm cool mines it ts possible — | 
end it is being done now. The first pert of my reply, di nce iy 
I sent this in, hes come about, The miners in Crowsnest Pass f 
have seriously considered the situation, went to their euploy= 
ers and seid,"We will accept lower wapes if you will cuarentee 
us more work,” and to-day they have accepted lower wages and — 
the mines in the Crowsnest Fass are working eix days yer 


op Git 


week because they have broadened the uerket by doing so ana 


their coel is now going into Winnipeg, where it never went 


before. 
What understanding or austirancethhs been elven that will 
being this about? ; 

They had the sgsurance of the purchasing companies thet a 
they would extend the ares in which they could use the 7 
coal if they could get 1t cheaper, They got the coal 
cheaper and their coal has been extended into the Winnipeg 
market, which ig a huge market and ts bringing 800, 000 | 
extre of bi tuninous coal cast on that trenspor tation eye! 
The BEI Pee ie ae to happen with the National esl 




































| Be. | fe Ye oa hic ‘ern iuial ane weer a ae 
meanibows 60 Xe vole ) ‘euimoront ino Akimw Baa ov * i fae 
ma OA ebitoxe ot hited pleegon wmode. ore ait ‘d ae Ue sed te 
"e PS SS PR oe cl 
44 sik dar boat om ee eeoutta ni9 0) wot a en can 
ae aia = a 
Piehe ait vocnte. od ae sendin walt att brea adn pears ees: 
Mee atde v somone bisects. ‘Petoauenee roy ont estos, 3 a 
gee? Pug agp he oe ay 
OPES ‘atively Lutes snot, uitalies ® ‘te ner _gongth. orl Oo. Agar Haat, 20 a 
: TiS. Frit PUR ok MME RL I Laas leds 2 ie 
OG ul vic ‘tapos an gt oe ants . ed ae event in 7 ie 
: Sie me Maa 


2 ey sha ara peta: 
wet shee ao 0 , tan, fond eat! | 08 ‘ond gibed at “Phe 


Hane agg Pac Me nie ay oan 
; Ae ae 


athd abi 
+ ae ne i 
BOsAw. yi 6 15 me 1 HOT. pita Bsheasic te ot ia tab inamog "ylavot ze evad . 


ieee: oa 
pet jienie ts Od ‘ine a si wh i 
Priest, Lite tt ape apne 3 Sonne Libw ow", (bisa iss 


ae a siege 
yy teous 

















sae s Badeicesd ane oats ‘ent Suede ‘ih tse wad 





BAN aene? “avo l pote nome ovad % acti vabvot bia * 
p i: yea ; San Py A i) nha ea ck Me Fi ‘ i ain ' cs 
We wed kag rae ee. 8 sant esc no) edd - ohare sit a 





Bre Ga sted xe fest ous onnb ond owed ‘yea 80 0 

wa oe : : i me Py mal f 12 nie aaa) 
tiew weres 24 4 ga? soret pat ones at mates wost ai 
Pee A RE alr, oe fon RY ih Lay. set t te - 





; ; f a ne a ae a ee 4 
wit fa : ‘times at | 
ote 2 senna 6 il 
| outs % 9 Ochs ea 
i ceulthy rs | Pile ie ie > i um ti 


~366~ 
: John Shatks 

I don't think either of these two companies want to use 
American coal if they ean get Canadian coal at a reasonable 
wice to justify it. 

Wes euch an effort ever me.e before this time to extend 
thet warket « ; 
I think the Gompaniég brought in American coal because they 
thought it was food transportation business, to have wheat | 
going East to Port Arthur and coal coming west from Fort 
Arthur. I think now, that they have had some ee ee 
they re@lize that there is not so much in that two-way /naul | 
ag they thought. 


THE CHAIRMAN; Doesn't @ pood deal come from Duluth, anyway, so that 


the €,2.2. gets less haul than they d14 before? 

fo Winniper, mainly domestic coal, 

Any reilwey coal? 

No, the railway coo] mainly comes that way wo that from 
their own oxperience they found they could economioally 
use Alberta cosl further Hast and they are doing wo. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Steam conls? 


A 
Q 





Steam coals. 

Whet was the fect thet checked them from doing this in the ~ 
past? | | noon rd 
Well, it devends how Hi balk you fo. | The mings in this _ " 
yrovince within this lest ten yeers have doubled their 
capacity, onatly, end the transportation goupanies no 

doubt thought that they had not mines of snfficiont capacity 
to justify their depending upon it but now the capneity of 
the steam conl mines in Alberta is such that they can depena 
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John shanks 
on them for supplies. 


Q They ean depend on them for what tonnage? 

A Double the tonnage &% present being purchased. 

Q Do you actually think they can carry on now with a wider 
market with this Lower rate ofpay? 

i‘ Yes, they are doing it. 


Q How long have theyydone it? , 

A dust entered into it now and they dia 1% in 1923 when they 

eould not get American coal , after the shortage which . 

oocurredsafter the '22 strike on the Americah Continent 

there was @ shortege sll over and the railways did teke 

an order Zor Western coal in 1923, which they took into 

Winnipes, ‘That is why the Mines worked in 1923 and 

perhaps from that experience they realised it wag the 

yeoper thing to do, to use Alberté coal in to Winnipeg 

and further West. 


a 


You telk as if there was some guarcntee of this in the 
future. Is there? 
A There can be no guarantee unless a written contract is 
entered into and I (hewe no pusrantee with my men that 

I can give thea full time; I heve ef aply sadd, Our customer 
have guaranteed us certain markets and J will guarantee you 
four or five days & week.ell summer, I have only ‘their = 
nothing in writing, no fixed contrect or mything like HR: 
but they have said so and if they say so they generally oh 
stick by thei word, | z a . 













Q Providing those fields thet were their competitors and te 
this one we have just now obtained were to accept the same ea 
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John shanks 
standard of wages and Living thet was accepted in Western 
Canade would it not revert to the same condition as formerly? 
A No, Mrs Wheatley, the coal that has been competing with 
Alberta cials are coals where the scout of production and the 
wages ere even below the wores now aceepted by the miners 
in the Crowsnest Pash; in other words, they are not miners of 
the @panization of the U.l.W.A., they are non-union seie. 
mainly, where the coal coses from that competes in the 
Winniper market or tho coal that the transportation coupanies 
buye 
Wheto ere the weges paid in those mines? 
They vary in most mines fron 4,50 for & miner on wmpuny 
work, between that and $5,00, 
Where are they loon ted? 
Poeshontas and different fields throughout the United states. 
West Virginie Pocahontes? 


i> 


Yes, non-union fields. 


An@ whet isa the union seale? 


&» oF © & © 


Union scale under the Ustul.A, agveenent at the present tim 
ig $7650 68 areinet 4.50, or something like that. The 
rednetion of wares of the unioh field is not going to affect 
this field. A reduetion of wages in the non-union field — 
would, tos nersadn! gitten;, ‘but I think they have got down 
to whet you might call the besice «+ + | | ‘7 ; 
Who hes got down to that base, ourselves? 

| fhe miners in the noam-union fields in the United States, I 
c think they have got down ta a bosts thet is in ecoordance 

‘i ‘with the cost of living, thet there is liable tobe very 
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John shonks 


little fluctuation in their field: that is my opinion. 


He CHAIRMAN; Wheat was the railway peying for this cosl in the United 


Stetes at the mine? 

Well, the price ad the mine does not enter into the 

wrice so much but they have been eying all the way from 
1.75 to 2.25 at the mine; there 1s the freight haul to the 
docks, handling at the docks, freight on the lakes, duty, 


“handling at the Canadian side, end hauling from Port arthur 


és 


A 

a 

A 
COMMIS SIONER 






to Winniper. 

But it does not seem to we there is much room for 4 redne tion 
of coal that is costing 1.75 to 2,25 a» ton -~ 

You are corrett. 

~ to increase competition? 

That is right. 

WEBATLEY; Can you expect stability where the retes from 

this side, thie northern hemiephore, ere fixed the same 

ge those in the southern port of the States, where living is 


much cheaper? 


You mean the vetes of wares paid to the miners? 


Yes, ae affecting living costs? 

Living costs in those states, I am not conver sant with ‘ 
could not say if there is any difference between the living — 
couts down there ond the Living coste an Alberta but I ao. 
know the living costs in Alberta ave jut ~ same prac tieslly 
speaking as they are in British Columbia, nove seotia, where 
wages have always been on the same scale es we have now 
nopotiated. — 
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John 

competition with our fieid? — 
I am not conversant with the cost of livide in those fields. 
Coula you ioa¢ine that it would take for clothing, even, 
down im West Virginia and Aisbama the same as it would take 
here in the winter time, for clothing even, shone? 
I wreaeme not. 
I ade the question, then, for thet reason, do you expect 
stability? | 
Of course, I have eiready seid in many of those fields labor 
inste@diof being 5.40 iu 4,40 for the seme classification. 
It-ie 4.40 xe in West Virginie? 
Yes, in some cases; in gone caues they heve gone back to 
the 1917 scale of wares» 
Do you contend it would be essential that we ¢et down to 
thet base of our living standerds in order to maintein those 
merkets? 
To get down to 4,40? 
Yeu. 
Vo, 1 don't contend thet. , 
You expect stability at 5.45, though? | 
Ido. I do. I meke the stateuent here that unless the 
cout of living comes, down in Canade that I don't think the 
operators vesld be justified in redneing weges any further. 
Rhey would not? } 
That is my opinion. | . 
You think, though, thet Shae can be m.intained at the renent 
rete with the cost of living escit is? 
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John shanks 


\ 
per day as the check @ man gets every two weeks. That 


ig the thing that ie poing to keep him. 

What do your laborers earn - ~ what has been the average 
yearly earnings of the leborers in your camp? 

I couldn't tell you the sverage yearly ceernings of the 
leborers but for the yeerly cernings of the contract mings 
have been 11.00, the avorgre, or between $10.50 and 911.00. 
I see you have 1.186 at *15., 27% at 211.007 

Yes, the average earnings of contrect minars for full 
contract shifts for the year 1923 was 10.80, I said oll., 

I stand corrected. ; 

How wany days d14 you work least year? 

I gouldn't tell you off-hand; it 1¢ e811 here. Zanuary the 
mine was 4ale four days - - (referring to statement) 


THs CHATUAN: The totel is 233 days tale, in that yoar? 


A 


Yes, °1924. Of course, you realize that we mda mine 
sttike. 


(The Chairmen then Giscusses chart showing periods of employment) 
' this 
THE WITNESS: “Yes, with the extended market I think from %6/date 


&2 





there will be especially o big improvement in the steam 
coal mines and if the black area is not entirely wiped 
out 4% will be ent down considerably. , | 
Have you éver calonlated, quite ayart from any change in - we 
wage seale, the effect. “dn cost of short time operation? _ 
I will indicate what I moan by reference to the Auwerican 
report. They extinate that 60 per cent, operation, operating | 
an aforege of twelve days o month, uy, Incroaues the cost — 
of the coal over & range of mines that they examined = 
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from 21 to 23 per cent., if I remeubar, that fact alone, the 

overhead falling on the smaller output. — 

4 That is - ~ 

2 But heve you ever made & caleuletion in your case a5 to the 
exact efficct - 

A Not ag to percentages, no, but I'd take that statement os 
correst and ag applicable to the mines of this province. 

Q I was wondering if it would be applicable. Your labor cost 

is perhaps higher per ton then theirs? 

Yeu. 

Ana when you close down you save that labor cost? 

Our maintenance cost is also higher. 


om » DD & 


So that anything you ere speaking of now, you ere spedking 
quite apart from the lowering of the ages; if it means ine 
Greased steadiness the operation is going to enable you to 
eompe te - 
A It 16 going to help us conaiderably to compete. 
Q This ig & fearful pleture of dale time for an industry to 
atteupt to work at? 
A It iw very bad, 
2 het Drumheller - + 
A Theat 4s ay fer es I can see, 50 per cent. —Tihe domestic 
mines must, in my opinion, maintain 50 per cent. operation. 
COMETSSINER WHRATLIET: What does 1+ cost for a family of five to live {at?) 
in your sine, Ur. shanks? 
A  T heve not got statistics, the figures, I can only say 
generally that, es fer es IT om concerned, it does not cost 
eny more at Brazean than any einer mining town in ne 
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I haven't got figures outwide of the Bureau of Labor report. 

Hean't that been presented as &® factor in making these 

agreements that have been nogotiated? 

Well, we at one time had & cost of ving commission attach~ 

ed to our Spreeuents, where the men sat throughout the 

miging camps in the ‘wovince and pot prices and the wages 

went up and down in accor dance ‘with the cost of living. 

At the miners’ akg this commission was sbandoned. Why, 

I don't know. 


COMMISSIONSR WHEATLEY: How do you know it was ot the minors’ request? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Seo 


£> 


Me 


A 





We have it on our records at the Coal Operators Office. 
Did this come from the mine worke’s as & whole or - - 
From the officials of Dis tric t 18. 

Are you confident of that? 

Yes. 

Tt came from the Miners’ representatives possibly, but 
not from the mine workers as a whole. 

Oh, no, from the miners’ representatives; wo presume 
they represented the whole. 

Do you know whether there wos any friction as e result of 
that being discontinued? 

No, what happened a within the miners’ organisa tion, 
T don't know. 

Woula you believe we if I say thet considerable friction 
arose as & result of thet G&scontinuonce? 

T'& almost believe anything you say, Frank. — 


ca STONER HVANS In your answer ty atv 83, this wos Snewered 


before - change: ‘in 28 a@nty + you ‘stated the anty of B3¢ 
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BT 4~ . saint’ 
per ton on bituminous coal when it wes put on represented 
about 25% of the purchase price. Now it does not rerresent 
more. than 8% The import duty whould be increased to give 
the coal industry a chance to broaden its morkete." 
That is 83? 
Yea, the second part of the enswer. 
It was & fixed duty; 1% was not an ed velorem duty. — 
But since that time the duty has been reduced to 50%. 
Yes, but it was put on to the slack.dlack used to be lég 
end. is now 50, so that it is filet for sleck and run of mine, 
Has that had o favorable effect on your operation or other. 
wise? 
Well, it has not had time to show dtself; 1% hes only 
gone on recently but the trangporwtion companies in United 
States that heve been bringing coal frou Duluth into 
Winnipeg immediately dropped the freight rates to componsabe 
for it, thet is, from & commercial point of view, 
Prom the point of viewcof the railwiy merketing, which duty 


was the railway paying, on slack or mine run? 


They were paying upinly on mine run but they did buy sleck, — 
too;what She percentages they did buy, I can't tell you. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; I would like to go back to that point again on 


living costs. ‘The statement has been made publicly in the 
press that in your camp the cost of living is higher than 
Alaska, owing principally to their being but one store 

and the pices being held up. How do you feel on that? 
Well, statements made in the press about our camp I don't — 
think need. be evidence of any kind whatsoever. As for ag 
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our camp is concerned, ot the wesent moment there ig a 
committee of the workers, representing the mine workers 

ot Nordegg, touring the Crownest Tose with a view to find 
ing out prices of commodities and of board and Lodgings 

in those camps and the Brazesu Collieries have guaranteed 
to their workers that they will see that the cost of Living 
in Bordege is no greater than the cost of livinr in those 





CAMPS. 

Q It is apparent that there is some friction ond some doubt 
ae to whether or not your ¢amp is much higher on account 
of these statements made? 

A Yess The storekeepers say the prices are the sane ond the 
workers say they ore higher, and the coamittee of investi- 
gation is abroad at the expense of the coal colspany potting - 
fac tas 

Q You make that statement efter saying you had no knowledge 
of vhat it coat for a family of five to live? 

A Yes. | | 
But still you guarantee that the rates are no higher 
than any other place? 

From dete? 

Q No, I an aaeeee of muetime in the past, that condi tions 
have not yesntn very harmonious in the past, that you wont to 
refer to them? is rh ak &% <) 

& In our camp? | ) 

Tey? tonn, Go had aioe heute ids 

A I have nevor lost one. anys work. bia a strike ail it 

Was a general district strike for ten years; we never had a 
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pit head strike of three days exceptin one instance in 

ten yearges us 

Theat was in reference to working conditions? I refer to 
“birvings conditions? 

I never heard of any strike about living conditions. 

No, but I an trying to drew from you the point ofthe costs 
of living - 

Our rents sre the seme ag they are in other mining camps; 
the wice of coal is the seam as other mining camps; the 
cost of lirht the same ew other mining compa; the cost of 
commodities I can't tell, 

Coming to the matter of houses, the statement is also made 
that the people ere living in tents. 

The Coal Company have no tentas 

You have had tents? 

No, the Coal Company never had a tent. 

Have people been living in tents there? 

Ho. People have come up there and withoutcpermi ssion thrown 
up ® tent. They have been warned off and refused to go off. 
Por what reason, lack of houses? 

Yes, they couldn't get houses. | 
Naturally, if they would come there they would have to 

have some shelter, even 42 they put up tents? ; 
Well, it was @ condition created by themselves and it wag 
not in the method of working - In larch, 1924, we produced 
74,000 tons. We had not accommodation to accommodate the — 
workers who produced that coal. some of them came in and 
threw up tents because it was cheaper for them to keep their 
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John shanice 
family in oe tent than keep their fanily in Calpary and other 
mLoces where their fomily were resident. We do not refuse 
: & mervied men work; we do not gumrantee we are going to | 
3 give him & house, The peak pro detion in/19%4 » Was not 
because 4% wae & normal promdetion, 1% wae an abnormal pro- 
dmetion, We knew that and no con] company can build houses 
to Lie ddle normally to suit whet 4 an individual peak. 
Q Tt ie essential, though, if you give 4 man employment oe a 
closed eamup « 


A We have no employees Living in tents ot present. 
G° §©6At present, no, dub in the past you have haa? 
A Yes; they com in and put up their tents without om permis 


sion or any thing ebout it, 


<> 


4 Well, but 1f you give thea work; it was ®& closed camp; do 
you insist he should not even put up a tent to accomodate 
himself and his fawily? 

A It wos & question with him Gf living costs; 14 was & question 
of living in © tent with his family there rather than keep- 
ing his fonily outeide, where he came from; he may have bem 
& farmer, | 

‘THE CHATAUAN; Where could he have lived himself if he had left his 
| famkly? ‘ 

A ASO matter of fact, we have a ferming dist riet neor lor dere; # 
We have 6 high schoRl in Mordege. Renchers coc in in the 
winter time with their fam{lies and if they cannot geto | 

house they throw up a tent where they oan keep their ere 
G0 i sp TOMER WHEATLEY; Do you think it is & creditable thing to give a men 
‘ ae yar bila Mite Wha Hektly enh 18 See ennter Shedim» verte 
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Well, the iniueies has been handled through peak ahead 
in the pout. The ec have taken cdvantage of that to es 
obtain work in the/ tine to help them ont and they have cou 
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But you have refused to sublease any of it? 


























in; they are only transients, not regular employees. we 3 
have to-day suffielent accommodation for all thepiners un ee 


we ore going to have. 


Do you allow people to build their own house there? i 
Tf they want to, we will. , Po te cs 
You will? | | | ie x oy 
Fame | par | 7 einer 
But you have not jh in the past? “ ag 


we cannot sell them & lot; the land ig leasehold land ~ 
and I don't think any miners cere to build on Leasehold sant 
land, ‘The leasehold is from the Porest Reserve Depart. or 
ment of the Deminion Government, It is in the Forest . 
Reserve ond we have only & lease of the Lend, we oceupy 


2 x §, ¢ 
Ourselves. % 


No, never refused. 
Have you been requested to sub-leawe? Le 
Never, We do sublease to the Bank of Commerce ana we He 
heave offered the miners @ lease any tiae they want vo 
& co-operative store or ‘anything Like that to bring 4 
the cost of living or handle their cown cout of Liv: i 
have offered then thet; they are considering the me < 
They are consi dering that untter?: 
Yeo, wnetier ee want puta | a  at-brare tive store. 
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John shanks 
ana build and they can sell what they want in that town; 
there is no closed town, Pedlars come in from Mountein 
House Ona men come in from outside and take orders to 
ship in and people send to the Groceteria, I under stand; 
there is no restriction. | 
Q 1% must be fairly close 1f & man can only bring in wiht 
he can get on his back, 85 4 pedler” 
& He penerally sells wetty cheap because he has — rentee 
0 He cannot bring much if he can only bring it in/nis back. 
A He can bring ® lot of silk stockings; they don't wear 
cotton ones in Nordege, not yet. 
| uu CHAIRMAN: Would this report of this comttee that is investirating 
| the Living costs in the Crow be available in any wey for 
our nee? | 

A Why, certainly, they heve rot to report to He and if i% 
ig going to be any use to this Commission I would - 

2 Would you send us thet? T wonla like to pot it, af it is 
gomething definite. In this matte ogein we are handicapped 
by the expense we should inew. As I sey, the American 
Commission euployed their own investigators end on this 
topic we are talking about now they had fourteen investi- 
gators in the field for five month &e 

COMiIs SIONUR WHEATLEY: How is your educational system there? 
4 We have semen teachers and they are teeching high school 
up to GradeXI, Wo heve three or four pupils in Crede XI. 
who are going out to Normal, one bow going to University, if 
he passes this year, which we expect he will, ‘The school is 
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John shanks _ 

mintained - we have &@ yohool district under the sch ool 
Act and the Coal Company pay 99 per cent. of the whole 
expense of maintaining seven echool teachers and teach~ 
ing high school. 

Q It ig one of the pwivileges of 6 closed camp? 

A Yos, operator's privilere. | 

THe CHAIRMAN: What do you call 8 closed campT 

COMMISSIONSR WHEATLEY: No one can build a house. 


‘THe CHAIRMAN; My, Shanks Yoo just explained it is 11 leased to them and 


they will sublet to anybody. 
TS WITHERS: Yeu, we will sublet; the only restriotion we ean hold 
, that they put up a house of © certain size or standard 
equal to what the company puts up; we will not allow shacks 
COMMISSION WHEATLEY: But’ you allow tente? | 
A , NOs 
Q They have been allowed? 
A Ho we never allowed then. Just as soon es they went up 
we warned them off and they haven't gone; we could not pat 
them out in the snow in the winter tise. 
® When you told them to take their tents away had you houses 
for’ them? | 
A N06 
2 What became of then? 
A They dian't do it. , ; 
mig CHATUAN, ‘They warned then off ent they atan't take any heed of 
the warning, 7 ) a 
ceeee mam WHA TL GY: Naturally not, ay they had no cover Ot ell + 
A At the sae time en Lived ia the tents and wrote to 
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John Shanks 
papers they were living in the tente ond mode it appear 
au if they were belonging to the compny. 

At the same time you gave then work? 


lo, they didn't needito teke the work. We didn't ad them 


‘4 thoy were foing to bring their family: they cone from 


Red Deer or Mountain House or enywhore, took his usual 
record. If he asked for a house, we said there wes no 

house; if he didn't like the conditions to keep bis wife 

and family where they were when he came and asked for 8 

job he didn't necessarily need to wark. 

Coming beck to that point of education. Is your educa- 
tionsl facilities adequate? 

Yes; in fact, we take in children of six years of are and 

we ao not, under the Act, require to take them in at oix. 

In these times you refer to when the men ha e been there 

an excessive wodwtien periods and heve had femilies 

in tents and the like of that, have the been adquately 
cared for? o . | 

Oh, yes, the school has always had sufficient accommodation = 
we have extended to suit, It is only this past year we heve 
ford taught high school because we had s demind, three a four 
pupils, sons and deugh tats of our employees, who wanted to | 
become school teachers, ete. It would have gost their parent 
to send thom out to live in lodgings to got Grede XI, 8 con- 
sigerable amount of money and the question was put up to the 
School Boord, of which I an 8 member, if the school Board 
eould not see their way to teach high school to help out 
these three or four. I said, Yes, we will ouploy another 
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teacher for the sake of these three or four pulse. so we 
encourage every educational fecility because we think it 
is the proper thing to do. We are hiring the sehool 
teachers to save the parents of these four pupils sending 
them out to ret thar high school education at Red Deer, 
where they would have +o pay logrings. 

Q How are your water facilities? 

A We have got ~ I tnink you will find it here; there is no 
use of talking from menor y when we have everything hore; 
if you will turn to Question 60, "The houses belonging to ¢ 
the compeny.... (62) we have five room cottages with 
batha st O15. per wonth - " 

® How wany & those? | 

THE CHATRWANS About sixty , you aay in 69, 
A About sixty cotteres have bath, water closets and 
| water and sewer conn 26 tions; others have water faucets 
locited at convenient points outed de. 
 COMMISSTONZR WHUATLYY: The statement is made some of them are palf 6 
Mile distant. 
A Of course, that ia & lie, do 2 mptter of fact, we have : 
a fire-fighting uystem and hydrants and we have no house 
further away then 500 feet from a hydrant. 
They don't get water out of a hydrant? 
We have taps alongside of these hyd@ants. 
Do they freeze up very badly in the winter time? 
We have freesing difficultios, more especially in the 
epring of the year, about lierch. 
| These wilt be ee when people would have long distances 
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ee ene John shanks 
$0 carry water,in the aso of freezing up? 
A No, whenever a tap freezes, we have en electric thawing 
apreratnus, the same as they have in the city; snd if one 
freeses it is penereally within « redius ~ they cen come to 
the next one. 
What does this 50¢ per month cover? 

A It ‘covers cleaning of 811 ashes from ash barrels, taking it 
away, destroying it by burning 011 rubbish, cleaning of all 
the latrines, the bueket syuten, emptying it and disposing 
of it. That ia 50¢ less than other mining camps. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I may say tho Comiigeion ere rather ate disedvantace 
4m @iseussing thie phase of the matter becanse we sont a 
| questionnaire ont to the local in your comp , along with 
the others, end received no reply. If we had received a 
reply from the local « = 

A I saw e reply published in the Albertan; I understood 

it was the reply that - 


We received no reply. 


pe 


A There was one published in the Communist, if you have not 
seen it, 

2 We have received no reply. 
| A I will be ¢led to give you that, 1f you want it. 
COMMISSION WHEATLEY; I have ® eopy,all right. 

A  Iwonld like to keep mine because it my be - + 

Q2 Ae I say, the statements were made in the public press: 

but this hascnot been went to the Comission, — | 

a: A Of course, 1% iu best to see yourself as others see you — 
i). Meare se Oe 
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John shanks 


THs CHAIRMAN: Mr, Shanks, in answer to our question about differ- 


> 


entials in rates of pay between jobs, you express the 

opinion the contract miner is too highly paid in compariebn 
with expert company workers? 

You. 

Of course, the importance of the question from our point of 
view is, if there is Gisecontent in the ranks of the workers 
on account of p ay, it is sopething we should take notice of. 
The Miners on company work end timbermen is peid, under the 
U.lisW.A. vate - Tam not quite conversant - 6.56 or, to meke 
a proper commrigon, it would be, in accordance with these 


averares-for the contract miners , he was paid prior to the 


November reduction 7.50 per day; a contract miner at that 
time in Fordepr was making on average of 10,60 , There is 
none of those expert tisbermen in my mine but who are capsble 
of going to the working face and earning the average « - 
none of them that are not capable of going to the working 
face and making the average, There ls great difficulty of 
holding the experienced Lhubermen; they e11 want to go © 
diegings coal. | | 

How does the contract under this new epteenent - Is 

it the same relation? © 

No, the contract miner, in considering the situation, at 
Nordege had two propositions put up to him; one was the 
operators' offer, which wae the Fernie seale of day wages, 
which was 10 cents per dey over the Fernie seale of day 
weged and 15 per cent, ee oe off all contract =~ ws 
was the operators’ offer. afsennh She, SRCSONE | 
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John shanks 
seale or the Blairmore scale, which is 20 cents per day | 
over the Pernie seale and 20 per cent. off pillars and 
dead work, 
20 per cent, reduetion? 


Yes, off pillars and dead work. 


A reduction from the pre-existing contract scale? 
Yes, and 15 per cent, off contract coal in rooms, The 
contraét miners realized that this was quite e big reduction i 
to come down to the operators offer of the Fernie scale 

plus 10¢ a day, so they themselves accepted & BO per cent. 
vedueéion on pillars and dead work in order thet the company 


nen might got the 20¢ over the Bernie scale,which shows that they 


themselves thought the Geparity was too great, the spread 
wag too creat, 


Have you any idea what the result of that wiht becin the 
1e 


-averape wage of & contract miner as apeinst/10.50 or 60¢ 


he d414 average? 

Well, it is practically z% 20 per cent, off, depending on 
the percontare of pillars you are teking off ~ betusen 26 
and 20 per cent., depending on the percentage of pills you 
are teking out. 

He would still make from 6.50 to $9.00? 

Yeu, the contract miner is flexible; he can hit the coal 
an extra bat, and work an extra hour ,and make an extra dollar 
where the other man cannot. | 

The relative disparity would mapet with the exception of 
the 20 per cent. reduction siak; it was quite a reduction; 
of course, the contract miner is & skilled workman, 
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Is it too late in the day to start discussing the ines 
Act? 
It depends on you; I have not much dis¢ussion, to make a 
generalizations 7 
If you have not much to say I would like to finish ~ 
Ae fav as the Mines Act is concerned, 611 | have got to 
way about it, there is too much motherly legislation. 
It 4s worse than fatherly, is it? | 
Yeas 
I have heard of paternal Legislation. 
Yes, paternal legislations 
Would you mind defining what you call too much motherly 
Legigletion? 
Meking too much laws, unking safety RELA OpREee that 
real horse sense dictates should be oni she mine manerer s 
buch a6 what? 
A mine inspector hag the power to more or less close down 
&@ mine if his orders are not carried out; he can make it 
very awkward, The interpretation of the Act is just the 
same as the interpretation of any other Act, & 1ot depends 
on the inepectors an entirely depends on how broad-minded 
he ig and how the Aet iw carried ont, | 
Well, if 8 mine inspector figured on closing the mine dom 
for any perticular thing, you would imagine the mine 
inspectors of the province at least would think it a very 
serious thing before he undertook to close a mine? 
He shonld, — 
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et John shanks 
Would that be one of the things you wenn? define as & 
motherly thing? 
Yeg, It depends entirely on the man who ie managing the 
mine, He 1s taking ali the risks, @long with the workmen 
inside there. He is doing nothing that is going to create 
@ menace or danrer to himeelf and a mine manarer generally 
ay & rule is & man of much more experience then the average 
mine inspector, 
You would suggest that the mine inspector do not have that 
power 7 
Oh, no, I don’t wugrest that. But the lerisiation slong the 
mines Act, overlapping with the Compensation Board ‘ 
their rules end regulations ere, os a rule ~ - they are 
introducing rules affecting rules and operations that really 
should come under the Mines Act and the mine inspectors have 
to carry out these ruloS. 
Do they not work eonerally/ wonenhet ~~ 
Well, the mines inepectors sre operating under the Com 
pensetion Board, too, yes; I mere pen eae to sayin | 
criticizing the mines inspectors agemt/to say they have 
too much power. I fave always found they are & good body 
Of MeN. | ua 
Do you suggest it should be eliminated from the Act? 
I would suggest this, thet before mining legislation is 
adopted in the pwovince by or der-in~council and through 
the Compensation Board , that instead of the Compensation 
Board or the Mines Department werely Consulting their own 
inupectors under the Act they ought to consult the mine 
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annarers more or less and have some consultative body 
because I do aubmit the mine managers are 811 more exper~ 
Jenced than eny mine tnepectors in Alberta and I do submit 
it would be better to have a consultation inetead of getting 
ont on order-in-couneil without consultation. 
what do vou refer to specifically? 
Well, an order-in-counceil cane out recently; my a tention 
way drawn to 4% when I wanted to meke some chenres in 
@leetrical spparatus, to find out the Bine awitches under- 
ground carrying electricity must be of] switches, and previous 
to that we could do qhoat we Liked, To-day, in the 014 
Country hermetically sealed air ovitches are used, ore quite 
sufficient, and I found out, by going to the electrical 
companies and saying, I wonted such-end-such, they sey, 
“Youn esn't do that, you have got. to have an o11 switch. 
Here is the new Act, an Ordor-in-Conncil put ont under the 
Gompensetion Act thet there aust be of] switches.” 
Q What ia the difference in cost? 
A On, considerebie, apert from that, I don't think they are 
any sefer, It is only my opinion, In any cése, I think 
wo ought to be consulted more or less; it would better 
in the interests of the yovince, more bernony. 
Is there no provision for # conyultation? 
A Yo, the depertments depend on their inspectossa; and I 
don't think I would be insulting in any wey the mining 
ingpectors if I would ca here, there are none of then 
expertise | : 
“ cauneront WHEATLEY: Have these singin not been inotallea 
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since recent explosions attributable to electrical 
occurrence in the States mines? 

I do not know of any explosions in any state mines except 
for one attributable where the rum way slope cut that 
cable, but the wine switch hed nothing to do with that. . 
Blectricity wos a factor? 

Oh, itewas, evidently. 

It would naturally cell for clowest protection in our 
mines sleo se & result of that experience? 

The coel coapenies or coal womprerg don't eriticize any~ 
thing that tc going to be an extra safety, as far ae the 
‘opera tion of the mine is concerned, and, in fact, we would 
Like to ‘be & party to holding out, in any way, anything 
thet woulda make saver operation of mines but we are not 
consul te a. 


THs CHAIRMAN: Can you made e definite sugreution s5 to securing 


A 


&> 


ed 


a 


ya oe 


consultation? 

I would make & sugpseeation that before mining legislation 
is put inte force that the Mines Department should con- 
sult the mine managers operating mines. 

In whet way would ‘shey consult mine me naper st 

should have their co-operation and helps 

In what way, eetunlly, would they proceed to consult them? 
Send out 311 yopounls of omendzents to the Mines Act 

by anyone for their oritieias before becoming legislations 
You sugpest cireulerizing the mine operators? 

The operating mine memarers, yes. — 


| COMTSSTOIUN WHBATLAY: Do you include anonget thet the representatives 
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frou the workers a1s0? 
Oh, certainly, host of the Suendments come from them, 
From the men? 
As @ rule, Certainly they ought to be congulted, Their 
lives are at stake there. 
Are you sugresting that be made statutory or mrely a 
recomuen dation? | 
If 1t ie not made statutory then it woula becom inoper- 
ative. There would be no obligation to send it out. 
I want to follow this down to a very definite detail. 
You would have to leaw, then, a very definite time far 
receiving coment? | 
In fact, at one time we hed an understanding to that 
effect, that we would be congwulted before lorislation 
actually took place,but the Compensation Board under 
Order-in -Council , has pover to pass reguletions, and 
under those reruletions we think things are creeping in 
thet we think are not necessary ond we think we ought to 
be consulted, | 
It is from the point of view of practical working out. 
If every surgeested change has, by statute, to be sub- 
mitted - - 
oh, pf course, & few weeks ought to deel with that. ) 
Would you put your sugrestion on thet point definitely in 
writing and let us heave it? | cee 


Yes, q will hand it in to you this afternoons | 
| suggest that the ines Aet and the Compeneg tion Act be 


amended in mighthheanen & eeatien eo we would have 


s a! 
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mere gohn shanks 
something definite to consi der. 

A No, & now section. 

COMMIS STONAR WHEATLEY; Prom the men's questionnaires there is consi der= 
able complaint in account of the Mines Act not being more 
rigidly enforced, 

A Yes, I notice where newsyaper criticisms soy that of the 
mines of Nordege. 

I don't refer much to that; 1% is & general statemnt. 

A But we don't mind if there ie & mining inspector living 
in the camp ail the time. The Miines Act is carried out in 
every detail and I encourage prosecution of any iin Who «« 

Q Do your men take advantage of Seetion 90 of the Act with 
regard to inspection by their own workmen? 

A Oh, yes. 

How freqenitiy? 

A Tt don't know whether they have carried it out during this 
Black time but when the mines are working steadily they 
carried it out all the time, the pit committee inspection. 
They had e mine inspection committee under the Act? 

A Not a erievance cormittee but the inspection committee, yeu 

THS CHAIRMAN: "The Compensation Act is badly edministored 6nd melingering | 
under it is rife.” That is your anewer to Question 22, 
| That wae the aaa Yess | 

Q Can you suggest.eny doteil eny steps thet could be teken 
to remedy the condition you find? | 

A | Well, generally speaking, the high rate of compensation 
yoid under the Act at the present time ana specially 
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during the past year or two whei the number of days worked 
per week was low; there was no incentive for e& miner who 
was receiving compensation to get back to work; he was 
making wore on compensation thet he would be working if he 
had been working only two days in the mine. 


COM{Tes ONIN WHEATLEY: Have you got any specific instance of that or 


> » PB 


= 


9 
A 
THE CHAIRMAN; 


is that a broad statement? 

Theat 4g 8 broad statement. You mean speciZie instances, 
by tne name of the man who malingore4? 
Y@ ae | 

No, but that ie my opinion, 
On what do yon base your statement? 

On my opinion thet men have stayed off work on ecoupense tion 
when they ware f£4t to go back to work just because thoy 
were making more by being on compensation than working. 
That would refer to times auch se & utrike? 
During periods of sleckness, one or two days & week. 

Is there any way in which the rate of compensation could 
be adjusted to the rate of employment so 4% to do away 
with that? 
The rate is too high, I think the Act is wrong in principle, 
The Act originally was framed to help & man during the 
period of idleness dune to an accident, to help him out, not 
to keep him, and a man who 46 cerning 4,50 © day 4a just as 
liable to heve as big a family as & man earning 10,50 and 
the Act at present is @ percentage basis of earnings; the © 
result is that the man whe of high earnings, who hes @ 


ET ee a a eh eee 
ve , 7 5h 5 Moa ee tT ee 

















par 
ul 
eon 

Puy 


‘ene 





Caw “enka 2 wk evttavont od usw vine theta. pee 
acu od piuew ob Bpaditeg of tol sumacaie® witvaooos yaw, sta 

$d th qutitow of SLobw-ed mace Hob AanoqewO 20 -o%gm gation 
sata edt at t wcab ont re ' | 





ne 








Pia BM gi seaoaotadia i toneak 
‘soit ea atnetogs somes no arom ate: pagwE) a Bde a ; 
“evemnntion ote inline 20. omen oad ad koe 

ARE pai aca eT nok a a 

iy Weal os :eebaaaal A 

Senoed ate wOY gaa noy.e ae “f a 
ee 








oom no ae ke beyotea evad mem, sade ROLMDTM mm m0 
Sede Wiarae od duah Kuew of sioad OW of abt ome wat aes + ke 
awitizvew cal? Mo aattogac 9 ae mites qd em0m: 








fe 


@ 


ao 





possibility of saving money against @ rainy day or against 
accident is paid more than the min who has a low wages I 
think that in that principle the Act is wrong; I think ‘he 
Act should be framed as & fixed amount per week in accord- 
ence with the cost of living {n-stead of in eccordance with 
hig earnings, ‘Thetis ay opinion, It would be more equit- 
able in every woy. Of course, there is a moximwum fixed; 
you know that, $1100. a year, but et411 1 think this per- 
centage basis is, I think, in principle wrong, 

I must confess to be woefelly ignorant on the natter up to 
a@ate, but, is the man paid compenwstion when, 4£ he wore 
well and able to work, there would be no work for him? 

Oh, NOs | 

But do you cet my point? sappoai ne @ man ie injured this 
week ond next week he ia om compensation - 

Yes. 

. end the mine is shut down next week’ 

Yes. 

Will he get his compensation? 

Yes; and still the doctor reports him as fit for work. 

But there may be no work for him. In othercwords, the 
man on compensation would be receiving what hig perfectly 
able-bodied fellow worlamen were not receiving? 


Yea; if & man has & sprained back, under those conditions 
“At 1s very herd for a dogtor to toll whether his beck 1s 
all right or not. . 


My point hu , he is receiving compensation for being unable 
to work at a time when there is no work? 
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John shenks 


You, that is the state of affeire. 

You weid you suspected milingering when work wos slack. 

Do you suggest any attempt to make the compensation fit 

in to the opportunity to work ag well ase the ability to 

wor k? 

Yes, my sugrestion is the rate is too high and a fixed 

amount per week would be better and would help ont. 

ae Do you mene at any perticnlar rate? Have you \ 
o, I dor’ oc soe Seek iad soe, se agli 

As little ss possible? 

No, not as little as posaible. I suggest that the old rate 
of 50 to 55% on the pereoentage basis and sllowance under 
4t was considered fair, and the rete was increased because 
of the hirh cost of Living. The high cost of living becane 

ea factor; it was increased because of the high covet of 
living in other provinces and Alberte followed, Of course, 
living hes come down 25 per cont. 

Where? | 

Since the peak, 1922, npernneng..t the Labor Gazette. | 

Ana the compensation bas axepped to 62% quite recently. 

I say it shoulda heave dropped to 55 per cent,, which would 

make 4t fairly reasonable, in my opinion. 

Do you hire mon on & cout of living beavis? 

Node , : | 
But still you would pay © wick man on the cout of living 

basis? ) a ia | 

But wegea have fluctuated on the cost of living basis ana 

therefore their allowance under sickness has fluctuated 
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John shanks 

on a cost of Living basis. 
Any aifferential in the two mtters then - 
T aian't make any difference. I say, pasically the Act, 
jn my opinion, is wrong, that ineurence in the fir at 
instance was never meant to be 100 per cent. insurance, 
that a man is going to get the same rate when he 1s 4i1 
as when he is working. It does not apply to ever yboay 


in Canade. For instance , the Paruars don't get any 912, 


per week or 624 per cent, o2 his earnings - 

De you know they are gor iously consi dering eutabliching 
the Act to apply +o. their industry? 

It may be but I am talking of certain circumstances but 
4f a farmer wants to puiha o house the cost of compensa tion 
4g. yut on the contractor or if he wants to build @ house 

he has got to pay that added Gout to the contractor and if 
he wants to buy cml it is added to the cost ef emi and 
the general public is paying that. 


‘Would he not have to pay that to some other oe oncy? 


I aon't think so. If any man outwide wents to provide 

for @ nae éay or & oase of aickness,or 80 acci dent he 
tekes/acel dent instrarce policy out but he generally 
doesn't take 1% out bqunl to his earning powers; he takes | 
it out for some umali amount that would be @ help if he | 
meets with an accident or eickness, That was the principle — 
of the Compensation Act originally, that it woulé be a 
help, not ever intended to be of the amount of his es 
‘WHEATLEY; I woud iiice to find out how wany wi tnenees 3 we 
have here. _ 
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om _John shenks 
(Wiliiem Peerce) 


Ma. WILLIAM PAARCH; T put all mine down in writings 
I am not a practical miner, I have some views on the coal 
situation and tT will hand thea in to you, what I have to aay, 
and some graphs I prepared, which I think might be of interest — 
to you. I am going away tonight but I will be back Thursday or 
Friday and efter perusing those, if there ig anything you would 
like me to enlarge on or anything you cannot understand, on an 
intimation from you to that effect I will try to comply with it. 


THE CHAIRMAN; Well, thet would be a very convenient 
arrangenent. 

Mix, Young, I think, will follow liv. Shanice. I fancy, 
from the wey this is going that br. chonks end Mee Young will be 


on the stand ®11 afternoons, 


WR, SHANKS: Your Comaiasion 4g here to cet facts and figures. 
In connection with this Questionmire, there are Beny questions | 
on which I em being examined. You are receiving uy Views en 8 
mining engineer and operating manager and Tf woulda submit that 
the minute you Ssk me as to figures an& costs that will be 

aeked of Mi. Young. He , naturally, te the mn who compiles 
those stetistics end will be much more able to answer Gny question 
than I am, #bile I would be only too willing to give my personal 
views when I comeback this efternoon, I respectfully submit, &e 
fer as the detaiie are concerned, you will get mugh more exact | 
gnformation from Mr, Youngs 

tHe CHATRUAR: When we come to such questions you can 
refer thea to ir. Young. 

Diao Miia Apournap PILL 2 O'CLOCK Polis 


4, Si ay 


i ni wd 

















“(eo Toa 


saab dior ot aamd, ©: 
ty ev | 













sie Mi 
x 7 i dy 


> taoreentt ke st hae ioe oe 


ate il ihe 


To > Kab soi saad - sttw 1 ‘tu | yt 



















Mas 





deen temo. oe roe oe 


i Bsns 3H )Sadre 


aie Bidet gp , hk s : 


~ 
om, 
aes 
™ 
= 


, ee Be uate, 4d wi Lot fiw yah 
ad Abbey AIIoS yr ie wana | a tte ot at 


\ 4 
3 ‘ " . < 


are sory ES ators yoy on, ows el totwu8iauod soY 






anottoox> Yhen ous ‘oma emanate nae ee 





~ 397 = 
John shenke 


2 o'elock Y. lin, Monday, May Lith, 1925, 


@soee ve ee & 


JOHN SHANE &, 


Being recalled, and examined by: 


HE CHAIRMAN: Me, shanks, we were dealing with the Mines Act and the 


COMM ISS IOBER 


Workmen's Compensation Act. ir. Wheatley has some other 
questions he would like to oak. 

WHEATIZY: Did I understand you to say, Mr. shanks, that 
you preferred a flat rate? I eine heard you qualify yoursel? 
that it should be 55 per cent., but prior to that you had 
seid there should be a flat rate. 

In accor dence with the cost of living, I did say that; if 
eny fluctuetion if should be in accordance with the cost 
of living. 

Would you heve a fixed rate for a11 in the flat rate you 
refer to? 

Yes, I would 

Instead of the 65 per cent.? 

Instead of . the percentage basis &t alls 

Built on a man's obligations, somewhat, say a men with a 
family - 

Oh, neturally, ie wens have to be an allowance for 
children under it, d 


Similar to whet we had qrior to the is ded peroentere deta 
Somewhat similar, the sone Lines proportionately, YeOwe 


How do you ‘ropose to correct this condition that you fefer 


to in Question 94, section g hoete), in order to give these 
ola miners that you refer to, pe peraanent empl oyme nt? 
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John shanks 


| (Reads, section 2)"The employees in the industry are 


suffering from the fact that there are too many miners. 
esoeeees then the war terminated most of our o1d miners 
returned and got their jobs back but the foreigners who 
had entered the indnetry found 4t attractive and remained, 
They naturally would rather work three days at $7.50 
then six daye at $3.50,"which they would, in #11 probability 
get if they went back to their former oceupations, That ts. 
fairly logicel. I would rather do that, too, If the minors 
in Alberta could be Geprentoed fairly steady work they would 
doubtless be willing to accept lower wages," I made this 
statement over & month ago. This has happened, "ore 
steady employment can only be got by broadening our market or 
reducing the nuuber of employees. Our market can only 
be broadened by: | 

(1) Lower cost of prodnotion and lower selling prices. 

(3) foveotion” chirnat Ikded oad coals, ™ 
That 10 my reply to thet question,/ since lower wages have 
taken effect at your mine are you still keeping this 
additional number of men on that you refer to here are 
excessive, Galé@cians, Slavs, ete.? 
No, we have laid off several hundred men. We have on the 
pay roll to-day approximately 400 men, During the peak 
period of two years aro we hed 650 men, Meny of these nen 
have gone to other fields and many now, since wages have 
come down more approximately to leboring conditions in the 
cities end on forms, doubtless a preat many of these men 
will go back to their former vocations, We have laid off 
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John shanks _ 
the men that we did lay off on whit is known as the wenior it ¥ 
clause - the last man hired the first man to go - so the | 
result is that the men we have retained, the 400 men we have 
in our employ at the wesent dey are our oldest employees. 
Is there any tendency to complain owing to disorimination | 
on that? 
We have not discriminated arainst any employee. 


2. It is ine statement to that effect. 


A 


> 2 & 


would go back to work. | tm 


I make that statement now. 
Is there any complaints from the men as to discrimination? 
Yes, some men Claim preference of employment over others. 

Hes that been straiphtened out satisfactorily, do you know? 
Only in one case - two cawes, where I cleiu, while the 

general pwinciple of laying off men wes according to what 

is known @s the seniority cleanse, I claimed the right to hire 
end discharge as I thought it and to judee extreme cases. 

In one ingtence we had 6 man with five of a family in the 
town who had come from the O14 Country in distress; I gave 
him preference over single men who were senior to him in 

our employment. I picked the case, I slso gave preference 

in one otherccase to a returned soldier who was suffering 
froma disability over other employees, Outeide of that 

we have no discrimination, One of the guarantees of the 

new apreement was that there would be no digerimination as 
far as T am concerned. They secepted that on the fact that ; 
there would be no discrimination under Chin/naremnl ,24 
men who are on the poy roll when they signed the new agree : 
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John shanks 

You would employ the full steff agpein? 
The full staff as on the pay roll two weeks ago, they go 
pack to work, everybody. 
Well, in that memer, how do you cane to readjust this 
excessive number of men you refer to? 
Oh, that is © year ogo. We laid off 200 men when the slack 
time started last Auguste 
Is there a danger, then, that some of these 200 men will 
cleim further discrimination? 


Claim diser iaination? 


Yes? 7 

If they are laid off for lack of employment how can they 
claim discrimine tion? 

There are claimg made, in eny clae. 

We reply to claims any time but they were laid off because 
there 4g no employment for them. At the present tine I 
have guarantee of only four days per week, the present 
employment; 4f we can increase our order 25 per cent, they 
will get six days per week without @uploying one more man 
and I have no hope of getting om order which will increase 
our production 25 per gent. in the meantine, 

How many of those 200 men are still around your camp? 

I couldn't tell you that, perhaps @ dozen or tio. 

Are there any coapleine in your camp at the present time, 
from that source? 

Any complaints? — 


é Ye Bs 


Not from the local, 
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